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Ithas been observed well that there is some 
passion and currently for every body to know 
more and more about his land where he lives 
and about his people where in he lives. A 
man wants to know more and more about his 
glorious past, because it has some different 
intelectual tast. 

The book titled “Discoveries of 
Kashmir’ is an attempt on my part to throw 
some light on the heritages of this land which 
have reached to us from our ancestors. Ithas 
many chapters where in have been 
incorporated brief but informative in research 
articles. Besides, other this the book 
contains articles on lands cultural heritage, 
history archeology, Numasmetics, historical 
personalities and what not. The most 
interesting are write ups on archaeological 
discoveries of the land made during last few 
decades. 

Itcarries some passion and Curiosity for 
its readers and it is expected that readers 
would find this “collection of my articles” 
informative intems of knowing of their past. 
No doubt its write-ups are brief and of law 
Standard in terms of its language but the 
information they carry is more valuable set it 
is hoped that readers would read this book 
and make their suggestions to improve it in 
the next edition. 
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PREFACE 


Truly, this is not any book it is simply a collection of my 
short research articles which were earlier published in valleys 
leading daily English newspaper ‘Greater Kashmir’. It was in 
1994 that | got a regular column in this newspaper, firstly under 
the column name ‘Glorious Past’. It was perhaps also first time 
in the history of Kashmir journalism when articles on Kashmir 
Heritage were published regularly. The column ‘Glorious Past’ 
became very popular in general readers. The articles under 
this column regularly appeared on the “Sunday Edition’ of this 
newspaper. In year 2001 the name of the column changed 
from ‘Glorious Past' to ‘Heritage Point’. Since 1994 to 2003, 
hundreds of research articles appeared in the newspaper. 
Many of my articles appeared in another newspaper ‘Kashmir 
Images’ | could not collect all my articles but what I collected it 
was on the desire of friends and colleagues who inspired me 
to publish these write ups | a book form. As these articles were 
written for newspaper so these may have little taste for the 
book. But | got published these write-ups in this book with the 
intention that these papers are properly preserved anywhere. 

__ In publication of this collection | am highly grateful to 
Gulshan Publisher Private Limited who agree to publish it in 
book form my thanks are also for Mr. Sajjad Anmad Shah who 
not only typed the manuscript but classified the matter in a 
proper sequence. 

The write-ups as already said were for newspaper so 
may not have of the book standard besides. The language 
used is also a newspaper language as such there may have 
left some omissions in the book, which are regretted. 

At the same time readers will find something new about 

the heritage of this land in this collection of articles. Constructive 
suggestions if any would be welcome and incorporated for 


improvement in next edition. 


Iqbal Ahmad 


CONTENTS 
CHAPTER 1 
KRCHEAOLOGY 
Mazar-e-Sulateen 


Central Asian influence on Kashmir Architecture 


Battered Mughal rampart at Kohimaran 
One more monument lost 
Mazar-e-Salateen in pathetic plight 


Khangah & Mausoleum of Sheikh Noor-ud-Din (RA) 


at Charar-e-Sharief 

‘Human Skeletons from Burzhama’ 
Kashmir's Ancient Monuments 
Bijoehara “Archaeology and Architecture’ 
Dying glory of Pari Mahal 


Archaeological Evidences from Lidder Valley 


Pather Masjid-Srinagar 

Need to preserve wooden Structures 
Cave and Mosque at Ashmugam 
Zainadab . 
Semithan Finds 

Dying glory of Verinag 

Marazi Kalan 

Tomb of Badshah's mother 
Registration of Antiquities 

The round Persian character 

When writing was done on birch sheets 
Devsar Archaeological site neglected 
Dogra Palaces 

Terra-cotta Culture uncatalogned 
Shah Hamdan’s Cap 

Queen Didda and his Buddhist Mathas 
Re-construction or demolition 
Kanishka’s Kundalvan 

Mughal route 

Semithan hill-rock 


Links of Mughal Road 

Transfer of Archeological Properties 
Gurveith settlement 

Is Wangdoor a genuine archaeological site? 
A marvel called Hariparbat 

Defunct research units 

Reviving Kashmir archaeology 

The grave of Sultan Sadur-u-din 

Musicians on terra-cotta tiles of Harwan 
Unrecorded materials 

Persian Past 

Shrines of Thag Baba Sahib 

Dards and Greece 

Numismatic links across Kabul 

Kashmir to Gandhara 

Kashmiri scholars and Central Asian studies 
Kashur encyclopedia 

Human records on Karakorum Highway pinnae 
Lost evidences of glazed tiles 

Kashmiri calligraphy in great demand in Europe 
Unprotected and undocumented epigraph 
Lost evidences of Hand-made paper 


’ CHAPTER 2 
FARTISYANDIC RAFTS 


Gabba - a classical floor cover : 
Shawl that has Srinagar’s map embroidered on it 
Back to Traditional Industries 

Chickri combs still used by Kashmiri women 
Pottery the art is dying fast 

Golden hands that chiseled marvels of soil 

Vikunta Vishnu 

Hellenistic art in Kashmir 

Evidences of tribal sculpture art in Kashmir 
Afghanistan, the ancient Centre of Grecio-Buddhist Art 
Early Sculptures 


Sculpture that depicts Sidharthas birth 

Stone Sculptures of Pandhrethan 

The Metal Magic 

Lattice Work in Kashmir 

Greek Influence on Kashmir art 

Artistic links of Kashmir with ancient Greece & Egypt 
Mat-making a dying art of Kaswhmir 


CHAPTER 3 
AGRICULTU RE 


BS 


Youis Kari Gungul Suie Kari Kraaw 
Muhul Te Kanz 


CHAPTER 4 
GOINS 


Evolution of Kashmir Coinage 

Ancient money units 

Ancient Coins housed in State Museum 
Greeks Coins , 

Coins of Indo-Scythians 

Coins of Indo-Parthians 

Kashmir Sultanate Coinage 

Badshah as reflected by coins 
Badshah's gold coins 

Coins of Babar and Hamayun 

Coins of Jalal-ud-Din Muhammad Akbar 
Akbar'’s Kashmir money 

Illahi type coins of Jalal-ud-Din Akbar 
Coins of Noor-ud-Din Jahangir 
Ghaznavids coins bear legends in Sanskrit 


CHAPTER 5 


Cultural Past 
Links of Namkeen ‘Chai’ with Central Asia 


Traditional dress culture 


110 


157 


160 


Kashmir Boat Culture 
Dastar 

Living in house boat 

Zanpan to Zen 

Dhamali Dance 

The custom of Khanadamadi 


CHAPTER 6 
DISCOVERIES 


Ancient Coins 

Ancient Coins deciphered 

Ancient coins of Kushans 

Coin hoard of Safapura 

Barthana Coin Hoard 

‘More about Barthana Coins 

More Evidences of early man 

Terra-cottas of Wangdoor 

Terra cotta’s of Hutmura 

Terra-cotta slipper discovered at Pakharpura 
Ancient pottery found at Shadipora 

Stone head of Avantivarman’s period found 
Evidence of one more Kushan prince found 
Mughal route existed even before the Mughal period 


CHAPTER 7 


pen 
ENVIRONMENT 


The glory of climate 
Zainpurik Nag, Safnagarkin Palzin 
Village Kuls and Streams 


CHAPTER 8 

HERITAGE 

Setting up state heritage commission 
Heritage Bankruptcy 

Disinvestment in Heritage field 
Heritage Concerns 


162 
163 
165 
167 
168 
169 


171 
172 
173 
175 
177 
178 
180 
182 
183 
185 
186 
187 
188 
190 


192 
194 
196 


499 
200 
203 
205 


Heritage of Poonch 

Heritage policy 

Conservation of cultural Heritage 
Preserving the heritage tourism 
Neglected Heritages 


CHAPTER 9 
EISMORY 


Coins that made history 

History of Persian 

Hepthelitis in Kashmir 

History of Mughal Highway 

Mughal carvan was guided by Gulfan 
History of calligraphy 

When horse keeper became the king 
Natives return to abandoned village 


CHAPTER 10 
HORTICULTURE 


Before the local varieties perish 
Mulberry Plant 
The valley of fruits 


CHAPTER 11 
INSTITUTIONS 


Numismatic Department 
Museum Researches 
Research in Archeology 
Museum Complex 
Neglected Institutions 
Rambir Mahal to Aasar Mahal 
Avisit to Museum 
Archaeology gallery 
Painting gallery 

Art Gallery 

Establishing of Art Gallery 


Two ancient historical documents in Srinagar museum 


CHAPTER 12 
DiTERATURE 


Let us learn Kashmiri 

Little known languages 
Dailal-ul-Khairat 

How neglected are our writers? 
Sob story of social science subjects 
Readers, Writers and the Society 


CHAPTER 13 
TEGENDS 


The two lovers of the land 

Forgotten lessons of the Past 

Less learned men 

Sultan Shahab-ud-din introduced-Pargana System 
Who Butshiken? Sikander or Harsha 
‘Hakeems and Vaids 

Pirs and Faqirs 

Baba Dawood Khaki a learned Sofi poet 

Sir Mark Arul Stein 

R C Kak the Genius historian & archaeologist 
“Shahri-Kashmir Mahjoor” 

Alam Ha Kari Yaad Azad Azad 


Sheikh Imam-ud-Din, the first Kashmiri freedom fighter 


First Lady freedom fighter 
- The city where no one cares 


CHAPTER 14 

MMSMERIES 

Mystery of Kundalvan 

Hidden treasures be exposed 
Mystery of nameless King solved 
Search for a treasure 
Mysterious caves 


256 


CHAPTER 15 
NA TURA LJHISTORY 
Eagle feathures 


No woods, no wilderness 312 
Mountains without mammals! 313 


CHAPTER 1 
ARCHEAOLOGY 


Mazar-e-Sulateen 

The historical graveyard of Shahmeri kings of Kashmir 
at Maharaja-Gunj, Zaina Kadal in the interior city of Srinagar 
has turned into ruins. The graveyard locally known as Mazar- 
e-Sulateen presents a grim picture, its enclosure wall stands 
collapsed. The view of the graveyard is completely hided by 
newly raised commercial complexes. The interior of the Mazar 
is facing an uncontrolled human vandalism. Kings graves have 
lost their well-erected grave stones, even many of the graves 
have initiated the process of collapsing. The increased number 
of new burials inside the graveyard has changed it ina common 
Mazar (graveyard). 

The graveyard carrying in its lap the mortal remains 
of Shahmeri kings was established on the right bank of river 
jehlum by Shahmeris themselves. The memorials that it carries 
are graves of Sultan Sikander (1389-1413 AD) Sultan Badshah 
(1420-70 AD) Sultan Habib Shah (1561-65) and many others, 
the Mazar also carries the grave of Mirza Haider Dauglat. 
Mirza Haider Dauglat cousin of Babar arrived Kashmir in May 
4540 AD and occupied Kashmir in November 1540, disposing 
Ibrahim Shah II, he placed Nazuk Shah on the Kashmri 
throne. Haider Dauglat died in 1550 AD and was buried in 
this graveyard, grave of this slain great politician and historian 
carries an Arabic inscription in Nastalig style of calligraphy. The 
other graves that the graveyard carries are of, late Dawood Bin 
Qazi Muhammad the Qazi of Badshah’'s times. Late Dawlat Mir 
the Darbari of Sultan Sikander. 

Thegrave of Muhammad Salyh the Pahalwan of his day. 
Moulana Ishaq and Hafiz Kamal the Imam and Mirwaiz of their 
times. All these graves carried beautiful gravestones depicting 
inscriptions in Persian and Arabic. The other personalities who 
are reported in Tarikhi-Kabir are buried here-included Sayyid 
Jallal-ud-Din Bukhari, Sayyid Hussain Mantaqi, Mir Dawood 
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Baba Uisman Sayyid Ibrahim and others. The graveyard 
measuring 100 mts square was surrounded by a stone wall 
measuring 4 ft in height the wall carryed rooshan dans. A large 
portion of the wall is in ruins inside the courtyard the Zain- 
ul-Abidine grave has lost its grave stone Badshah’s grave 
measuring 16 ft long and 7 ft wide is very near to his father's 
grave Sultan Sikander. The graves tone of Badshah carrying 
Persian inscription was removed from his grave by some one 
during the period Maharaja Gulab Singh. Since then no effort 
is made to erect the new stone inscription over the grave of 
Badshah. 


Central Asian influence on Kashmir Architecture 

The late Muslim religions structures comprising of 
mosques (places of worship) and tombs or Ziarats (the resting- 
places of the dead) mostly represent the typical wooden 
architecture of Kashmir. Raw material used includes bricks, 
wood and stone. Mosques are mostly quadrangular in plan, 
imposed on concrete plinths, they are different from self- 
contained buildings. Mosques had aspacious courtyard with a 
large prayer hall, the centre of the prayer hall is occupied bya 
recess Called mihrab indicating the (Qibla) a pulpit (member) to 
the right is meant for the Imam who leads the prayer. Tower or 
minaret in the western side is originally included for the muddin 
to call the faithful to the prayer. 

The main entrance to the mosque is on the east and 
the sides are enclosed by cloisters. The walls of the courtyard 
are constructed of blocks, the exterior of the edifice is usually 
plain, while the interior is covered fully with thick court of lime 
plaster or sometimes with beautiful paper machi designs. 
Roofs are kept sloping the ceiling is internally supported by 
colonnade, the roof is surmounted by a rising ornamental 
steeple. 

Tombs are mostly square in plan and self contained 
buildings, with stone plinth, the chamber is imposed of bricks 
and mortar, sometimes logs laid across the each other, the 
space between logs in some cases is filled with brick work. The 
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chamber is square with a cenotaph of latticework in its centre. 
The entrance to the mortuary chamber is usually from the 
South, bays of the chamber are decorated with fine types of 
Jali-Screens of wood the interior and the exterior of the central 
chamber in some cases is covered with wall papermahie 
designs while sometimes in plain lime plaster. The columns 
laid over the varadha around the central chamber supporting 
the Khatam band type ceiling as well as the roof are elaborately 
carved. The low pyramidal roof projecting over the whole super 
structure is built of earth and birch bark overgrown with jungle 
of white and blue rises. 

The roof is usually surmounted by a rising steeple 
the final of which is molded. These tombs constructed in late 
Muslim period though are influenced by the Central Asian style 
of construction yet are considered to have followed typical 
Kashmir a reshi order of construction. The Central Asian 
influence over Kashmir Muslim architecture strictly is found 
in the constructions of Zain-ul-Abidine the best examples of 
such influences can be seen in the Badshah tomb and in the 
mosque of Madine at Hawal. 

Kashmir developed its relations with Central Asia and 
it was during Sultan Zain-ul-Abidine (1420-70) Kashmir came 
closer to the Central Asian regions Sultan Zain-ul-Abidine 
derived stimulus and rein forcement in maintaining close and 
significant cultural and commercial interchange with timurids 
through many artisans, craftsmen and expert workmen who 
came over here, were honoured for their intellectual skill. The 
main initiative came from Jasrath Khan Khu Khar or Ghakhar, 
the chief of the tribe settled in Pakistan, he was a well wisher 
and a friend of the Sultan. He was well acquainted with the 
techniqus of building of such edifices and other crafts, since he 
had lived in Samarkand, Bukhara and even in Persia as a captive 
of timur, The Badshah’s monument composed of five domes, 
the larger one being in the centre conveys an impression of an 
unrelenting dignity in a structure of this order. This interesting 
treatment of the domes indicate a strong Persian Central Asian 
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influence. The introduction of a double dome goes to Amir 
Timur (1336-1405) in central Asia. Timur visited Damascus in 
1401 stayed there for sometime, he ransacked the city, burnt it 
and observed the sparks failing on the great Umayyed Mosque 
built by Khalif-Walid in 705-13. The mosque also got burnt, 
from here timur observed the beneficial feature of his double 
dome system. He re-produced it at his capital Samarkand first 
in the Mausoleum of his wife Bibi Knhanum, from Samarkand 
the double dome system went to Khurasam then to Herat. 

Zain-ul-Abidine successfully introduced it in Kashmir 
and from Kashmir this art of construction travelled to India. 
The Dhumat, in Hawal area also followed the doomed style. 
The Hammam at Achable constructed in Moghal period is also 
composed of domes, but here they have been kept very low. 
One another Central Asian feature is clearly reflected by the 
tomb of Madine at Hawal the application of brilliantly coloured 
tiles in side the central chamber of the tomb again is Persian 
or central Asian extraction. These tiles of various colours e.g. 
yellow, orange, green, blue, red and brown colours surface 
were predominantly. The motifs represented are the graceful 
scrolls glowing with floral patterns, sometimes interwoven with 
heads of animals, human representation and other natural 
scenes bear close resemblance with the people of Persia and 
Central Asia. Such Galazed tile decoration has been seen in 
some Iranian constructions also. This early Muslim Structure 
had a strong Central Asian influence. The later constructions 
have also carried central Asian influence, but it is not so strong 
in them i.e. why they said to have followed Kashmiri reshi order 
styles. 


Battered Mughal rampart at Kohimaran 

The Mughal rampart ‘around Kohimaran stands 
dilapidated. Extensive in area and massive in size, the rampart, 
if preserved, could have been a great tourist attraction, formed 
of rubber stones with aid of Surkhi and Zeera, its builder had 
provided it a more stable and strong base. However, the utter 
neglect and unchecked human vandalism has caused the 
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collapse of its once mighty walls. Today only few of its portions 
are intact but these too have been broken to carve what are 
called the temporary gates. 

Archaeological Survey of India, which is in charge of 
rampart’s maintenance, has failed to restore its glory. Observers 
feel the ASI is not serious about preserving the specimens of 
Mughal art and architecture in Kashmir. 

Kathi Darwaza and Sangin Darwaza, gates to the 
rampart, are more poorly maintained. The epigraphs on 
their walls have been obscured by layers of dirt and dust 
accumulated over decades. 

The gates are the outstanding works of Mughal 
Architecture. Their arched and well ornamental structure is a 
nostalgic reminder to the medieval grandeur. 

Tourist authorities admit the ramparts, if restored, 
has a huge tourist value. Experts believe that Mughal period 
monuments are no less attractive than other architectural sites 
existing in the land provided these are repaired and preserved 
well. 


One more monument lost 

The destruction of Vakil Building at Zaina Kadal 
caused by fire has once again challenged government's claim 
of protecting and preserving the cultural heritage of Kashmir. 
Prior to this we had lost several monuments of glorious past, 
the glory of which can never be restored to its pristine days. 
The architectural designs, materials used there and marvelous 
wooden and paper machie ornamentation’s got vanished. 

Government spends crores of rupees on protection 
and conservation of muddy monasteries of Ladakh. The 
ASI, Intech, SAD and several local agencies are involved in 
restoration, conservation and documentation of monasteries 
and the wall painting of Leh, Zanskar, Nubra and Kargil valleys 
of Ladakh. . . 
The Kashmir valley, which is a repository of heritage 
es and fascinating sites lost so many things 


buildings, shrin : 
ment. A few shrines are 


because of the apathy of govern 
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maintained by Waaf and local agencies. They hardly care for 
proper maintenance and conservation of artistic features of 
these shrines. 

Carved pillars, gateways, and panels formed of 
brilliant types of latticework in several of these Muslim shrines 
have been already replaced by concrete materials. In many 
of the shrines the wooden ornamentation have disappeared 
due to lack of proper conservation and treatment. Similar is 
the condition of heritage buildings of the valley. In the historical 
places of Kashmir such edifices can be seen which bear nice 
types of lattice and carving works. 

But there are no caretakers of this neglected heritage. 
We have historical buildings built of Badshahi Bricks. Eartier 
these were covered over with birch bark roofs and wooden 
pieces (single) but with the changing trends of architectural 
styles, several edifices got disturbed due to which many 
remarkable artistic features go destroyed. 

There is no agency responsible for maintaining the 
heritage buildings, nor any committee for identification of such 
sites. However when such unprotected and un-preserved 
heritage buildings get threatened due to some catastrophe, 
government sheds crocodile tears and comes out with the 
words, ‘we are committed to safeguard our cultural heritage.’ 

The historical Vakil building exhibiting brilliant types of 
lattice and wood carving designs is lost. From monetary point 
of view the loss can be measured in crores of rupees. This is 
not only the personal loss to the owner of the building but also 
an un-estimated damage to the artistic beauty of the whole of 
the state. The building of its glorious historical and architectural 
background was one of the leading monuments of Kashmir. 
There are still many heritage buildings existing in the state but 
the need is to identify those and form the modalities for their 
proper security and maintenance so that we may not lose them 
outrightly. 


Mazar-e-Salateen in pathetic plight 
Future cannot be shaped by ruining the past glory. The 


’ ARCHEAOLOGY 


apathy that strikes the visitor's eye when he visits anyone of 
the hundreds of great monuments in the valley is agonizing. 
Not only are the best structures of our glorious and magnificent 
past kept in abject neglect, but eve the common man’s concern 
for them is dwindling. The plight of Mazar-e-Salateen at the 
historical trading mart Maharaja Gung is both an example 
and a proof of the collective apathy of the public and the 
government. 

Here are buried, Sultan Sikander (1389-1413) sultan 
Zain-ul-Abidine (1420-1470) Sultan Habib Shah (1561-1565), 
also lying in eternal peace here is Mirza Haider Dauglat, who 
came to the valley in 1540 and conquered Kashmir for Babar 
for some time. Not only has the 100 sq. ft walling of the area 
been completely lost, but the inscriptions on the gravestones 
of the Sultans buried in this graveyard have also been lost due 
to the neglect and poor upkeep. The only stone inscription that 
can be partially read is that on the gravestone of Mirza Haider 
Dauglat, but this as well is lying in several broken pieces. 

The Archaeological Survey of India (ASI) which is 
entrusted with the preservation of these national monuments 
has not done enough to preserve these wonderful reminders 
of Kashmir's enviable past. These masterpieces of Muslim 
Kashmir unique in design, size and composition represented 
the sheen and glory of Zain-ul-Abidine’s constructive period, 
which earned him the title of Badshah (the great king). They 
were built of well finished bricks in pure red lime and the king's 
tomb which he built for the Mausoleum of his mother was built 
in 1420 and is the only doomed structure that reached present 
times in a well preserved condition. This state property was 
handed over to the ASI for providing its necessary preservation 
and conservation on scientific basis with more advanced 
technology. Although the monument was treated several 
times, there can be no denying the fact that the treatment has 
been poor. The poor treatment of the monument is visible to 


the visitor. 
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Khanqah & Mausoleum of Sheikh Noor-ud-Din (RA) at 
Charar-e-Sharief 

Charar-e-Shaeif the holy and historical town of 
Kashmir in Budgam district of Kashmir carriers in its lape two 
marvelous structures of Sultanate period. These structures of 
Muslim Kashmir are the tomb of Hazrat Sheikh Noor-ud-Din 
Noorani (RA) and his Khangah, symbolizing the rishi - order 
wooden architecture of Kashmir, it represents the sheen and 
glory of Muslim architecture in Kashmir. 

The tomb erected over the grave to Sheikh Noor-ud- 
Din Noorani (RA) by Zain-ul-Abidine in 1460 AD, is square in 
plan. The plinth is raised in well-finished stones. The central 
chamber over the plinth measures 4 square ft. the windows 
of the chamber were originally filled with trilles, formed of fine 
latticework. These are now restored in large glass-sheets. 
The ceiling of the chamber is of Khatamband type. The 
central chamber both internally, and externally is painted in 
multicoloured designs. It also carries the Persian and Kashmiri 
writings. In side the chamber lies the grave of the saint covered 
over by a cenotaph, formed of lovely latticework. There are 
also other eight graves around the saints (RA) grave. 

These graves are said to be belonged to his friends. 
A Persian inscription, which gives its date 837 AH, is carved 
on the tombstone of the saint. The central chamber’s ceiling 
as well as the roof is supported by brilliantly carved columns, 
imposed around the central chamber over the verandah. The 
structure is covered over by a low pyramidal roof built in four 
tiers with size diminishing in each successive tier. 

The roof was originally laid in earth and birch bark but 
later it was resorted and is now laid in G | Sheets. An octagonal 
rising steeple surmounted over the top edge of the roof is of 
Ahramic-order. The edifice unique in its grandeur and style had 
passed through a long interesting historical ‘carrier. 

The other structure named after the Sheikh Noor-ud- 
Din (RA) at Charar-e-Sharief is the Wooden Khangah. The 
wooden Khangah founded by Zain-ul-Abidine (1420-1470 AD) 
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symbolizes the wooden architecture of Kashmir. 

This is the lovely structure plinth is formed of bricks 
while as the rectangular double storey is completely raised in 
wooden balks of a particular measurement. 

‘The super-structure consists of a central chamber 
measuring 60x80 ft. the Khangah is covered over by a low 
pyramidal roof built in three tiers. The Khangah had ‘Roshan 
Dans’ which are filled with fine trilles formed of little pieces of 
wood. In the south of the Khanqah is a concrete water-tank. 

The Shrine and the Khanqah in this town actually were 
founded by Zain-ul-Abidine (1420-1470 AD) who was a great 
architect of his times. But unfortunately the lovely structures 
had to face many ups and downs through out their existence. 
Several times the structures were damaged by fire and other 
natural disasters. 

During the period of Chaks, the two structures were 
partly damaged. They were restored in 1586 by Youqub 
Shah Chak, the structures had to face another disaster in 
the mughal period, when a large conflagration reduced the 
structures in ashes. They were then again restored in 1724 AD 
by Muhammad Shah Gazi. 

During the time of Afghan governor Atta Muhammad 
Khan the lovely structures were reconstructed in 1808 AD Atta 
Muhammad Khan had a great regard for the Rishi’s of Kashmir. 
This is also evident from few of his coin issues. On these coins 
Atta Muhammad Khan instead of placing his own name, placed 
the names of Sheikh Noor-ud-din (RA) and Sheikh Hamzah 

RA). 
oy The architectures of Charar-e-Sharief were also 
repaired and decorated in new form from time to time and at 
lost respectively both these strutures, got completely destroy 
in Charar-e-Sharief fire in 1994 no remains of these olden 


monuments are left. 


‘Human Skeletons from Burzhama’ - 
Burzhama Lat 34°-10, long 75°- 54 is situated at a 


distance of 16 kms. In the northeast of Srinagar. The village 
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proved historic when a group of standing megaliths were spotted 
on its plateau by an archaeological team. It was in early twenties 
that a joint expedition of yale and Cambridge universities 
under took a detailed archaeological survey of Kashmir valley. 
The team headed by two reknowed archaeologists. De-terra 
and Patherson, during their survey came an across a group of 
standing megaliths at the plateau of Burzhama. 

Verifying the surface structure of the site. The plateau 
was believed possessing as well archaeological potential. 
For the purpose of further exploration and excavation the 
plateau was given into the hands of ASI experts, who under 
took the process of excavation here in 1961, that successfully 
with tremendous results ended in 1971. The findings of the 
site proved a turning point in the archaeological history of 
Kashmir. 

Till the excavation of Burzhama site no Neolithic 
settlement, neither any stray find of the Neolithic period was 
recorded and our history was not going beyond the ‘Nagas’ 
who were believed as the earliest settlers of the valley. But 
the remains discovered at Burzhama site speak us of the such 
civilization that had flourished here even before the ‘Nagas’ 
the findings of the site take us back to 3rd millennium BC and 
had also revealed such artifacts that through a distinctive light 
on our earliest social life, the excavation of the site brought 
forward four main cultural periods of Kashmir. 

Ist Period 

The Ist period of the Burzhama site as documented by 
the excavator, looks purely neolithic in character. The people 
of this period looks to had lived in pits, the pits revealed here 
are oval-shaped, maximum of them are wide at bottom and 
narrow at top, one of the major pit revealed measures 2074 
ft sq. and 3095 ft deep. The specimens of reeds and birch 
found in pits suggest the coverage of pits had been of reeds 
and birch. It chambers have shallow drains on the four sides, 
this indicated a well-planned drainage system, and these pits 
are also internally conicted with on other by footpaths. Besides 
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these pits, many a internal square cells had also been revealed 
here, one of these cells measures 7 mtr. long and 7 mtr wide. 
Existence of earthen and stone lined heaths over the fringe 
pits clearly suggest that the inhabitants had also enjoyed an 
open-air life in sunny (summer) days whole in winter seasons, 
the settlers had been taking refuge in ground cells. The people 
of this period had been using handmade pottery, the tools of 
bone and tone had been implemented, the bone tools found 
here, include, owls, chisels, paints, polishers, combs, needles, 
harporns, arrow-heads and beads. The stone tools found here 
include, polished pecked and chipped axes, adzes, double 
edged Celts for digging of pits, knives with one or more holes 
in the center for weeding, harvesting, skinnings and serapings 
of stones. 

2nd Period 

The people of the 2nd period looks to had lived in 
muddy houses remains of such houses along with brick ruins 
support the view, the pottery revealed of this period looks of 
superior quality in comparison to that of first period. Many a 
red pottery objects of contemporary Harppan people were also 
discovered in this period the revealing include a ‘burnished 
black ware of medium fabric’ many a distinct features of this 
neriod had come to light which are not found anywhere else 
in contemporary India. These are skeletons of human beings 
and pet animals. In all the human skeletons and eleven animal 
burials were encountered at the site from circular or oval pits 
of Period Il. 

The findings of human and animal skeletons clearly 
tell us that the people of the age were burning their deads. 
Such skeletons are also recorded from many archaeological 
sites of Pakistan and Central Asia. This period of the Burzhama 
civilization has also revealed engraved artifacts that speak of 
their engraving art. A stone slab representing an interesting 
hunting scene of a stage (Barashinga) was also discovered 
here. The full scene engraved on the stone depicts the image 
of a hunting stag, in the centre being peered with a spear bya 
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tall man while a hunter is seen discharging an arrow from the 
front, the scene also represents a dog alone with two figures 
of sun. The complete scene perhaps suggests a fruitful day for 
hunting. 
3rd Period 

The first two periods purely belong to neolithic age, 
the 3rd period is associated with megalithic age. In this period 
we find the usage of stone in constructions, many a stone and 
rubble structures had been found here, besides few metallic 
tools. Bone and stone tools were in progress also. A few 
metallic implements had also been revealed from this site. 


4th Period 

The fourth and the last period of Burzhama civilization 
are ascribed to the historical period. This period is dated a little 
earlier to Darad Kote and Harwan ruins. The ruins of many 
muddy houses of this age had been discovered; a superior 
collection of pottery objects and tools of this period had also 
made their appearance. 

A proposal once was laying before the government to 
establish a pre-historic gallery of Burzhama artifacts here but 
due to unknown reasons the Proposal was not headed to by the 
government nor did the artifacts of Burzhama were collected 
in state museum instead the all objects were than taken to 
New Delhi and collected at National Museum (New Delhi) and 
Indian Museum at Calcutta. 


Kashmir’s Ancient Monuments 

The ancient monuments of Kashmir are undoubtedly 
an exquisite and great architectural treasure. Scattered all over 
Kashmir, these monuments represent the grace and zenith of 
classical architectural styles, which were prevalent in Kashmir 
at various periods of history. 

Broadly speaking, Kashmir monuments can be divided 
into three major styles - terra-cotta style, stone and the brick 
and wooden style. The beginnings of the architectural trends 
in Kashmir are linked with terra-cotta orders. These are the 
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foundations excavated at Harwan, Ushkar, Hutmura, Hionar 
and Wangdoor sites in the valley. These sites have been 
identified as the ruins of Buddhist stupas and caityas. These 
early foundations are built of terra-cotta tiles and bear varied 
local and foreign motifs on their obverses. 

These tiles are square and quadrangular shaped and 
date back to early centuries of the Christian era. 

Excavations made at Harwan, nine kms from Lal 
Chowk, have the foundation of a monastic establishment with 
a stupa and caitya, which correspond to the stupa courts at 
Gandhara. The stupa is square in plan, with its base in three 
tiers with a flight of steps on its western side. The whole structure 
is contained within an open quadrangles with its brilliant and 
fascinating large seized terra-cotta tiles and pebbles walls, 
Harwan ruins carry master architectural designs of the earlier 
period. Other earlier foundations of terra-cotta order were 
excavated from various places of Lidder valley in Anantnag 
district. However, the terra cotta used in these sites is in no 
way so well finished and well carved as found at Harwan. 

Stone architecture of Kashmir comprises of Hindus 
stone temples. It is so marvelous that it at once attracts the 
attention of every tourist and archeologist. Martand, Avantipura, 
Pattan, Parhaspura ruins are some of the master architectural 
ruins of this style Built of massive stones with Greek and 
Roman features, these monuments represent the graceful 
stone architecture prevalent in Kashmir in the medieval times. 
The brick and wooden architecture is prominently 
associated with the Muslim rule in Kashmir. It seems that 
Sultan Zain-ul-Abidine, who ruled Kashmir in the 15th Century, 
encouraged and patronized the wooden architecture in Kashmir. 
Srivara, his court historian, gives a long list of buildings that 
were constructed in brick and wood. Mirza Haider Daughlat 
records that Zain-ul-Abidine built a colossal palace, Zainadab, 
all in wood at Zainagir and also one on the Island in the Wular 
Lake. About the Sultan's palace in the capital, the Mirza 
records, ‘it has twelve storeys some of which have 50 rooms, 
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halls and corridors. The whole of this lofty structure is built of 
wood.’ Today no ruins of that wonder are evident. The place as 
per historical evidence was later on set on the fire by Chaks 
who ruled Kashmir after Zain-ul-Abidine. 

Kashmir has still preserved several fine brick and 
wooden architectures of the Muslim period. The Khangah of 
Shah Hamdan, the mosque of Madin Sahib, the Tomb of Zain-ul- 
Abidine’s mother, Jamia Masjid, Khanqah Naqashbandi (RA), 
Ziarat of Dastagir Sahib (RA) are some of these masterpieces 
in brick and wooden styles that are situated in Srinagar city. 

There are other mosques, and Ziarats of Kashmiri 
saints and Sayids in the valley that symbolize the traditional 
wooden architecture of Kashmir of the 17th and 18th century. 
Most of the Ziarats carry brilliant latticework, built of small ices 
of wooden arranged in various geometric forms so as to display 
their edges. Latticework is an extraordinary art that adorned 
almost all the Muslim shrines existing in urban and rural areas 
of Kashmir. 

Kashmiri’ brilliant architectural edifices, which are an 
integral part of our glorious cultural heritage, are unfortunately 
in a state of disarray. 

All mostall the leading Muslim shrines are being looked 
after by the Wagaf. The shrines situated in rural and far-flung 
areas of Kashmir are under the care of voluntary organizations. 
The state Department of Archaeology has been entrusted 
the job of looking after over a dozen of the state’s important 
monuments, rest of the monuments are being maintained by 
the Archaeological Survey of India. 

Almost all the Muslim shrines have got donation boxes 
attached on their gates, where people offer their nazranas and 
donations. 

It is through this income that the Ziarats are being 
maintained. ‘We cannot offered any big project to renovate or 
repair these neglected shrines due to limited resources’, says 
the Chairman of Al Shamus Trust at Parigam, Anantnag. As a 
result, the shrine has suffered extensively. Losing some of its 
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ancient designs and its pristine grandeur as well. The shrine’s 
walls carried painting in papeir machie, which were damaged 
to negligence. They were replaced by cement plastering. 
Consequently, the original glory of the shrines is no more left. 

This is not the only monument that has faced public 
apathy. There are several other monuments, which lie in a 
dilapidated state. 

The government has no scheme of providing any 
financial assistance to these voluntary organizations for looking 
after Kashmir’s ancient monuments. Even technical assistance 
is not being provided, to them. 

Vandalism goes on unchecked at these ties. The ruins 
of several monuments have grown bushes and plants, the roots 
of which are internally damaging the standing structures. 

At several places, local people with their own effort 
have come up with reconstructions after dismantling the old 
structure. But in their reconstructions they have neglected the 
traditional styles. At several other sites, new concrete shrines 
have replaced the traditional wooden structures. For instance, 
at Qaimah in Kulgam there was a very wonderful Rishi shrine 
adorned with beautiful wooden designs. This shrines was 
dismantled by locals and a new concrete structure was raised 
there some time ago, and that too in a different style. 

In several Muslim shrines, the wooden panels have 
given way to modern type glass panels. The earlier wooden 
panels formed of small and beautiful carved wooden pieces 
have disappeared at various important shrines. Not only this, 
even in many other shrines, the wooden columns have been 
replaced by concrete ones. This we see at Ziarat Semnani at 
-Kulgam, Ziarat-Reshi at Anantnag and other places. Several of 
these shrines have lost even the Khattamband type ceiling too. 
This Khatamband type ceiling is a typical Kashmiri style and 
is formed of well-finished pieces of wood arranged in various 


designs. 
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Sultan’ is a totally neglected site. This historical graveyard of 
renowned Kashmiri Sultans is very poorly maintained. As a 
result the beautiful epigraphic specimens on Badshah’s and 
Sultan Sikander’s graves have lost. The stone inscriptions on 
the grave of Mirza Haider Daughlat has also broken into pieces. 
The walls encircling this historical graveyard are in ruins and 
ASI authorities with their campus at Jammu have been silently 
watching the withering away of these monuments. 


Bijbehara “Archaeology and Architecture’ 

Bijbehara lat 33° -41’, long 75°-9’, a historical town is 
situated at a distance of 48 km in the South of Srinagar in 
district Anantnag. It has a comparatively long and interesting 
historical career, the archaeological explorations, carried her 
for time-to-time has always yielded better results. ‘Baron 
Hugel’ states that Bijbehara was one of the ancient Capitals of 
Kashmir. He has suggested that the name of the town actually 
emerged from Vijaypora (the city of victory). Another tradition 
goes that ‘Bijbehara’ has derived its name from Vijay-Bijiri, a 
king believed to have lived it in its neighbourhood about 67 
BC. 

The first archaeological survey of the town was carried 
in 1889 AD by stein; he came across several ancient artifacts in 
the town. This survey was followed by a systematic excavation 
at Sempthan-Bejbehara that proved an interesting discovery 
in the archaeological history of Kashmir. Till the Burzhama 
and the Gufkral sites, had revealed the Paleolithic neolithic 
settlements of Kashmir. However to quote the co-excavator of 
Semithan site. “Semithian excavation was a step forward in 
bridging the gap between the neolithic and Kushana periods 
in Kashmir’. The finds of proto Harppen pottery, (700-500 B) 
NBP (500-200 BC) and Grecian type pottery and coins (200 
BC to Ist Century AD) were the magnificent discoveries of the 
site. The site situated on an elevated plateau known locally 
‘Taskdar’ had earlier confirmed its archaeological potentiality 
through its surface finds of coins and sculptures. The Northern 

Black Polished Ware (NBP) in a stratified strate was the first 
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discovery of its kind in Kashmir. In the valley, the early Iron 
Age was followed by the advent of NBP and Indo-Greeks 
who followed them. The upper level of the Semithian site had 
revealed cast copper coins and panch mark silver cons. The 
NBP (Northern Black Polished Ware) with association to PMC 
(Panch Mark Coins) provide us the clues of Buddhist age. 
When the sub-continent was divided among sixteen kingdoms. 
The pottery used by the people of that age was (NBP) and 
exchange mechanism had evolved metal that was based on 
(PMC) panch marka coins, when Greeks of Bacteria moved 
towards the sub-continent and gradually their power went over 
to Afghanistan, modern Pakistan and other Northern Indian 
states. 

They stamped their own influence in socio-economic 
culture of the occupied kingdoms. 

What was the political map of Kashmir during that 
period, till Semithian excavation no such archaeological 
evidence was available to the scholars, only a hint provided by 
Kalhana in his Rajtarangni when he says. ‘Jaluka driven out 
Melechas from the land of their occupation’ was presumed to 
referring Greeks in Kashmir. But Semithian excavations have 
brought into light such finds that through a certain light on 
missing periods of Kashmir history. The finds of Greek coins, 
Scythian coins and coins of Parithan and Shaka rulers provides 
us clues of their presence in Kashmir. A clay seal depicting 
a Greek deity was also found here, but the most significant 
find was the discovery of a pot shered with the inscription 
consisting of five letters engraved in Kharoshti characters. It is 
read as ‘Dhamoria’ that has been suggested referring to king 
Menander of Greek line. Besides archaeological richness, 
Bijbehara possess a marvelous architectural wealth. The most 
interesting edifice is the Khanqah of Baba Naseeb-ud-Din Gazi 
(RA). oe ek 
The Khangah in well-preserved position is seen at 
Baba Mohalla in Bijbehara. The erection of the mosque is 
ascribed to Sikander (1390-1415 AD). The edifice ts square 
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in plan and measures 40 x 40 ft. It is a two-storey mosque; 
the first storey is raised of Deveri-stones, coated externally in 
red lime plaster, while the 2nd storey is constructed of wooden 
balks. The space between balks is filled by well-finished bricks. 
The roof renovated was actually of earth and brich-bark leaves. 
The upper-storey has two open-air varandhs, one in north and 
the other in south side, usually supported by four columns. The 
varandha’s are enclosed with jail Screens, which are formed of 
small pieces of wood. This upper storey has also four windows 
filled with trellies. The Knhangah is under the look after of local 
Muslims and prayers are offered daily. 

The shrine at Baba Mohalla worth seeing is the tomb 
of Baba Naseeb-ud-Din Gazi (RA). This shrine is also square 
in plan. The plinths formed of local-Kashmiri stone is covered 
over with cement plaster. The central chamber housing the 
burial of the saint is raised of bricks and wood. The exterior 
of the chamber carry the holy sayings in beautiful calligraphy 
styles. The pillars imposed over the verandah, around the 
central chamber support the ceiling as well as the roof. The 
whole structure is covered over by a low pyramidal roof built 
in three tiers, with size diminishing in each successive tier. A 
lovely octagonal steeple of Ahrami order is raised over the 
center of the roof. The final of the steeple is covered over with a 
silver object. A grand festival which marks the birth anniversary 
of the saint is held in spring every year with great enthusiasm. 
The worth seeing episode of the festival is the Kashmiri 
traditional dance called Dhamali. Baba Naseeb-ud-Din Gazi 
(RA) born on 1569 AD in Sialkote (Pakistan) was a born saint 
and distinguished educationist, when he arrived Kashmir; he 
followed Baba Dawod-e-Khaki (RA). He reached to the corners 
of the valley. He carried with him the message of Allah and his 
Prophet (SAW). History goes to say that Baba wrote fourteen 
book including “Nooranama’ and ‘Zaruri Khurd’ besides he is 
lived to have constructed more than one thousands mosques 
in Kashmir. Baba Naseeb (RA) spent his last days at Bijbehara 
where his soul left for heaven and the shrines was raised over 
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The other architectural monuments of Bijbehara include 
the magnificent Mughal Garden on the banks of river Jehlum. 
The garden known as Padshahi Bagh was laid here by Dara 
Shikoh ( 1632-58 AD). An interesting feature of the garden lies 
in its chinar culture. Beautiful avenues of chinar trees represent 
the grace of the garden. An aged chinar, which is considered 
the oldest standing chinr of Kashmir, is still preserved in the 
garden. The garden laid in two parts on left and right bank of 
the river were originally connected by a stone bridge. A stone 
inscription in Persian was recovered here. It related with a 
foundation of a building; the inscriptions reads. ‘By the grace 
of God, Dara Shikoh, on 22nd day of the Ramzan in the year 
of the Hijra 1060 (corresponding to AD 1656) in the reign of 
Shah Jahan Badshah Gazi completed this building which was 
erected under the superintendence of Daroaga’. 

Above the garden on the left bank of the river is seen a Hindu 
temple ina well preserved condition; constructed of rubble 
stone the structure was founded here by Dogra Maharaja in 
1871. Besides these leading edifices Bijbehara has a rich 
collection of olden houses. These houses are constructed of 
small bricks known as ‘Badshahi bricks’ most of thee houses 
still have wooden-roofs. Such houses are seen mostly in the 
interior of the town. These olden constructions symbolize the 
architecture of Kashmir of early 19th Century. 

Besides excellent inscribed gravestones in Persian, Arabic and 
Sharda scripts are seen olden graveyards of this town. 

i of Pari Mahal 
iailtes ane of rich cultural heritage and wealth of historical 
monuments, Srinagar’s potential as a tourist destination was 
well exploited till 1988 but since the situation has diagonally 
changed in the valley, the total callousness and negligence had 
left these monuments crumbling and vandalized. ey i 
hardly care to preserve our dying cultural heritage, “i t ei 
crumbed structures retain their some of the past splendour. In 
the list of such buildings stands the “Pari Mahal 
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‘Pari Mahal’ erected in the lap of Zabarwan hills was 
constructed by Dara Shikoh during the times of his father Shah 
Jahan (1227-58 AD). Dara Shikoh like his grand father Akbar 
and Jahangir was a tolerant ruler. A discipline of Mulla Akun 
Shah, the Mughal monarch had a great regard for his teacher. 
Who is said was also a reputed astrologer of the day. The 
tradition goes on the Akun Mulla Shah for his research work 
needed a observatory to watch the astrological movements of 
the nature, when it came into the notice of Dara Shikoh. He 
ordered for the construction of observatory after the name of 
her beloved wife, Naidera Begum. The complex was handed 
over to Mulla Akun to carry on his astrological research work. 
Dara Shikoh also ordered for the construction of a Mosque and 
Hamam after his teacher's name. The ruins of which can still be 
seen in the lap of Kohi-Maran hill. Mulla Akun had a soft corner 
for Dara Shikoh for his liberal and tolerant attitude towards his 
non-Muslim subjects, Mulla is also said, was a great Sofi of 
the day. One another tradition goes to say that the complex 
constructed by Dara in Zabarwan hills served as an institute 
of Sufism. GMD Sofi is identifying ‘Pari Mahal’ as a residential 
school of Sufism. Whether Pari Mahal served as a observatory 
or a school of Sofism, less information is available to enter 
into this debate. So its identity before us is nothing more than 
a gift of Dara Shikoh. Its structural remains and the terraced 
garden provides a perfect fasion of building and gardening skill. 
Divided into six terraces it differs from other Mughal gardens of 
the valley, as it does not possess any Cascades, water clutes, 
water falls of the regular layout of canals. Barring one, there 
existed ornamental pools and fountains in the five terraces. 
The water was brought into the terraces and the tanks through 
underground earthen pipes. Its monumental gateway was from 
Dal Lake side and in the middle of the enclosure wall of the 
sixth terrace. Outside there are ruins of the plinth, which are 
identified ruins of guardroo{m structure. The main structure and 
the site was several times repaired and decorated. Visitors 
visiting Mughal gardens hardly miss to see Pari Mahal. From 
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here they not only enjoy the cool-breezes of Zabarwan, but 
also the waves of Dal. 

Today like other archaeological sites, Pari Mahal has 
lost its charm detached from its lovers, it gives a deserted 
look. Its walls are crumbling, garden is poorly maintained, the 
unchecked growth of grasses and bushes inside the structures 
has weakened the whole edifice. Its grim - picture is questioning 
about its negligence because we are the people who have 
overlooked it. Although we have not proved sympathic to this 
monument, yet its ruins still retain its past splendour. 


Archaeological Evidences from Lidder Valley 

Lidder valley with its headquarters at Pahalgam lies in 
the east of Anantang in South Kashmir. The valley is covered 
by high mountain peaks and evergreen forests. It is 7000 ft 
above sea level. Nallah Lidder rising from Panjtarni flows from 
the heart of the valley. It carries zone Khuwaripora on its left 
bank while as Duchanipura on it right bank. The valley symbol 
of natural beauties had also yielded an exciting archaeology 
findings. It was in the year 1928 when a European geologist 
under took a detailed study of glacer sequence of Lidder Valley. 
The traveler was successful when he came across a ‘hand 
made boulder’. This was the first archaeological finding from 
Lidder Valley. The artifact for further studying was given into 
the hands of ASI experts, who on the basis of this stray find 
carried a systematic field exploration of the valley. In the year 
1969, the ASI team exposed a site of early Paleolithic age on 
the right bank of Nallah Lidder Near Pahalgam, the artifacts 
revealed from the site included a huge massive flake 225 cm 
long and 10 cm broad and a crude hand axe; several choppers 
and scrapers where also recovered from the below layers of 
= “<n artifacts were then attributed to the early 
Paleolithic ages. From Paleolithic ages when human ae 
progressed and entered into Neolithic period, he invente 

i i d produced a polished tool 

ground houses in from of pits and p fyb pene 
technology; Domestication of animals started an 
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produce food production were discovered. Neolithic settlements 
in Kashmir had been found at many places. The most important 
one’s at Burzhama and Gufkral site stand fully excavated. The 
person of this age looks to have occupied mostly plateaus and 
lived in pits and pit chambers. Several of pits were exposed at 
Burzhama and Gufkral sites. Till date neither any site, nor any 
stray find of Neolithic period has been recorded from Lidder 
Valley; yet relics of megalithic period were recently cited at 
Waztal-Saliya on left bank of Lidder Nallah. These mega liths 
are represented by Menhir type of large stones, the excavation 
of the site is still to be under taken. An early historic site dating 
back to 2nd Century AD was brought into light in Lidder Valley 
in 1979 at Liddru Pahalgam. The remains of the site include 
several terra-cotta depicting some unique motifs of different 
designs, an exquisite tile bears an interesting hunting scene 
where on the hunter is shown holding his hands up after 
hunting the dear. The hunter is shown dressed in Kushana 
style. Another tile from the same site bears the motifs of an 
unknown bird, which is identified an Egyptian symbol of king 
“Narimon’ the upper layers of the site carried specimens of 
burnt earth. It provided clues of Suan of the edifice during 
ancient times. 

In the year 1987 the Lidder Valley had an another 
exciting discovery when an ancient site was spotted on an 
elevated plateau of Hulmura village on left bank of Nallah 
Lidder. The site is spread over three levelled terraces. A small 
square portion of the land measuring 30’30 ft. was exposed 
here. It yielded a tilled pavement, circular in plan and enclosed 
by a diaper pebble wall. These tiles bear unique motifs and 
are cut in eight concentric circles with a full-blown lotus in the 
centre. The tiles bear human and animal figures and floral 
designs. Proof S L Shali has described these tiles interesting 
and fascinating in the sense that they posses certain features 
which appear new in the art of Kashmir. The human figures 
on these tiles are dressed in a typical Kushana style, banches 
of grapes carved on the tiles provide us the clues of grape 
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cultivation of that period. The tiles carry the Khroshti numerals 
too. On the basis of collaborative sources revealed from here, 
the site has been dated to 2nd Century AD. Lidder valley 
diverted the attention of numismatician, when a copper coin 
hoard was recovered from Ashmuqam village, on the left bank 
of Lidder. These coins were identified as of king Toramana, 
who is supposed to had ruled Kashmir in 500 AD. Apart from 
this coin hoard coins of Hindu kings and Sultanas of Kashmir 
are reported from stray finds of Lidder Valley, but due to lack 
of numismatics knowledge such finds flow in to the gold smiths 
market. The architectural monuments of Lidder valley are much 
more exciting, the ruins of a temple at Martand on the left bank 
of Lidder is a master architectural memorial of Hindu Kashmir. 
It is brilliantly finished and constructed of limestone. The joints 
of the massive stones have been kept so thin that they are not 
even visible. The whole edifice measures 220 ft. long and 142 
ft. wide, it is encircled by a cellular peristyle representing both 
Roman and Grecian art of construction. The foundation of the 
temple is attributed to king Lalitiditya in 677-AD. The other ruins 
of Hindu period worth seen include the cave temple of Bumzu 
on the left bank of Lidder and Mamleshwar temple at Mamal 
Pahalgam on the right bank of the Lidder. The Lidder valley 
posses also collection of Muslim architecture; representing 
the typical Kashmiri reshi order spread over both sides of the 
Lidder. The tomb of Baba Payam-ud-Din (RA) at Bumzo and 
Baba Zain-ud-Din Rishi (RA) cave and tomb at Ashmuqam 
symbolize the grace of Muslim. architecture. The cave and 
tomb of Zain-ud-Din (RA) Reshi on the plateau of Ashmugqam 
is brilliantly erected. The cave of Reshi measures internally 100 
ft. long. On the north end of the cave is the grave of the saint. 
The gate way of the cave originally is built of wooden logs and 
spaces are filled by local rubble stone, exterior of the shrine 
is covered by Khatamband type Dedo; it is quadrangular in 
; i isible while as the back side 
plan, but its only three sides are vis ine nie 
is supported by the step of the plateau. The shrine rae a is 
over by pyramidal roof built in tiers with size diminishing 
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each successive tier. The steeple is raised of Ahrami order, 
the final of which is covered over by a silver object. King Zain- 
ul-Abidine (Badshah) in 1420 AD is said laid the foundation 
stone of the tomb, besides constructing a square mosque 
near the tomb. Among the Badshah's public works “Shah Kul’. 
Although repaired from time to time still represents the plan 
and engineering of Badshah's period. It rises from the nallah 
Lidder few kilometers below Pahalgam and irrigates the dry 
krewa's of Khuripora zone. 


Pather Masjid-Srinagar 

Pather Masjid, the glorious monument of Mughal 
period has come under human threat. This splendours 
master architecture which stands erected on the left bank 
of river Jehlum at Zaina Kadal has been encroached by 
business establishments from its western side. These illegal 
constructions have completely hided the western courtyard of 
the super structure. Several of the shops have been raised 
in a way that they take direct support from its courtyard wall. 
Today this structure gives an ugly look. Instead of conserving 
this wonderful heritage we are helping to destroy it. Every art 
lover visiting this mosque shall definitely get disappointed. The 
authorities entrusted the job of preserving the monument have 
left it to human vandalism. 

Pather Masjid an interesting Mughal structure built 
of local grey limestone was founded in 1623 AD by Jahangir, 
the Mughal king. He constructed the mosque on the same 
style followed by Mughals in the construction of Agra, Delhi 
and Lahore. The Mosque is a rectangular in plan measuring 
180ft. long and 45ft. wide, having bays and slanting roof which 
is supported on outer walls and columns erected in side the 
mosque: The columns are made of greystone and bricks; the 
lower portion bear the greystone the upper portion which bear 
bricks have been coated in redline plaster. The upper portion 
of the outer walls of the mosque is also Coated in the same 
lab. Its fagade consists of nine arches including the largest 
arch in the centre. These are encloused in shallow decorative 
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recessed arches, which are set with in rectangular frames. 
The horizontal construction of these arches is remarkable. 
All of them have recently been closed up with rubble stone 
masonry. 

These arches excluding the central one, has arched 
roshan dans giving way to natural light. The mosque has been 
divided into three main passages by massive columns with a 
prominent pulpit for the imam. These columns also support the 
roof, which has 27 domes, the central one being the largest 
one. The central dome is said was repaired as it was destroyed 
in 1834 AD. These all domes internally coated in cement plaster 
are lotus designed. 

The mosque has passed through an amazing past, 
traditions report that for centuries the mosque did not serve 
the purpose it was constructed for. It is said when Noor Jahan 
was inquired by some body about the cost incurred on the 
construction of mosque, she hinted at her jeweled slippers 
saying, “As mush as this, it was treated as the contempt of 
mosque so the Muftis and Qazis declared the mosque unfit 
for prayers.’ The mosque was repaired several times, firstly it 
was repaired by Fazal Khan during (1697-1704 AD). During 
the time of Afghan’s in year 1754 AD the mosque served the 
huge granary, later in 1793 AD Mirza Hazar Khan repaired the 
mosque again he laid the Persian-inscription on the lintal of 
main gate of the mosque. The two line of this inscription reads 
as: 

Halfi Guft Uhad Mir Hazzaar 
Nowshud Abad Masjid Sangeen. 

The mosque, which had remained closed for prayers 
for centuries together, was later on opened to Muslims in 1931, 
by Maharaja Hari Singh. 

ooden Structures 
ie se sles outstanding contributions to Kashmiri 
architectures of Muslims period was the introduction of wood 
that too in brilliant carving and lattice designs. Earlier it were 
rubble stones that had occupied a permanent and long place 
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in Kashmir architecture but with the transfer of power from 
Hindu Rajas to Muslim Sultans in 14th century AD, Kashmiri 
art and architecture also got influenced. Sultans especially 
Sultan Zain-ul-Abadine invited Persian artists granted lands 
and other perks to them. These artists introduced Persian 
styles in domestic as well as in religious shrines and preferred 
wood over the massive stones that were already in vogue in 
Kashmir. The usage of massive rubble stones is clearly evident 
in the temple ruins of Martand, Avantipora, Pattan and other 
constructions built upto 14th century AD. - 

The new initiative of Sultan Zain-ul-Abidine got further 
promotion during the reign of his successors and gradually 
wood became an important and common material used in the 
constructions of Kashmir. Later Mughals, Durrani and even 
Sikh rulers preserved and promoted wooden architecture at 
Kashmir. 

When Nicholas, visited Kashmir he was fascinated 
while seeing Kashmiri woodcarvings and lattice work. It was 
walnut wood that was found sound for making of carvings and 
lattice panels. The massive stone columns were replaced by 
brilliantly carved wooden colonnades. Ceilings came to be 
formed of Khatamband and consisting of small piece types and 
even doors, windows and arcades of the shrines got filled up 
with five types of latticework designs. Besides walnut Deodar, 
Kavior and other woods got used in later periods. 

The handsome wooden works are not seen only 
in classical Muslim shrine but even in olden houses too. 
Although we could not preserve all such memories but still 
there are many Muslims monuments, which have preserved 
their wooden designs. However the modern tastes and new 
architectural trends have posed a threat to these structures, 
and at many places even in Muslim shrines wooden columns 
and lattice panels are being replaced by concrete cement pillars 
and glass panels. This new practice needs to be discouraged, 
otherwise we would lost many masterpieces of wooden art. At 
government level no steps are being initiated to preserve the 
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brilliant wooden designs. If the present state of affair continues, 
these things would be seen only in the cabins of museums. 


Cave and Mosque at Ashmuqam 

Ashmugqam is situated on the left bank of the river 
Ledder near about 20 km away from Anantnag in the north-east 
of historical town of Martand, this is a saints place, where we 
see the cave of Baba Zain-ud-Din Reshi (RA) on an plateau, 
which is near about 200 meters high from the main road which 
lead to Pahalgam. 

Zain-ud-Din a Hindu born, in Ragan Kistiwar was 
named Zisingh. He migrated from his birthplace after the death 
of his father and settled finally at this spot, which is today named 
as Ashmuqam. The born Hindu orthodox Brahmin embraced 
Islam on the hands of Baba Bamu-Din (follower of Sheikh 
Noor-ud-Din (RA). It was the time when Kashmir kingdom was 
governed by Shameri dynasty (AD 1339-1561). ; 

To reach over to the cave of the Saint one has to 
climb through a flight of steps, which has 279 steps. The 
stone-cave according to the reports of Reshi Nama had been 
founded by a Hindu saint named Yashsane. But when Zain- 
ud-Din reached, the former left the cave for the Reshi. The 
cave internally measures 100 ft. long and at the north end of 
the cave is the grave of the Zain-ud-Din Reshi. The gate way 
of the cave originally, is built of wooden logs and spaces are 
felled by local rubble stone; exterior of the structure is covered 
over by Khatamband type Dado; it is an quadrangular structure 
‘but only its three sides are visible while the back is supported 
by the steep of the mountain itself. Its height is somehow, 100 
ft. and is covered over by a low-pyramidal roof built in three 
tiers with size diminishing in each successive tier. The roof has 
a rising steeple of Arahmi order the final of which is covered 
by a similar object. The roof is supported by walls and slanting 
brackets. Brackets are beautifully eels i epates flower 

i ign and shaped in a uniform 3 
a Te oe is all en decorated with fine types of 
latticework, mostly designed in fish-bone patterns; there we 
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find the rare type of latticework, which is not common in other 
Structure of this age. Traditionally foundation of this structure 
is being ascribed to Zain-ul-Abidin period AD 1420-1470. The 
Structure had been repaired several times; its entrance now 
looks formed of concrete columns; while the old Khatamband 
type dado has been resorted in new form. On the left of the 
Cave is seen an other old structure. It is a double story mosque 
founded on a plinth of rubble Stone. The square chamber is 
built of wooden balks, Spaces are filled by local rabble stones. 
The whole structure is covered over by low pyramidal roof built 
in double tier. Locally its foundation is being attributed to Hazrat 
Sultan-ul-Arifeen, a mughal period Sofi saint of the land. 

On the back of the cave and this mosque stands the 
tomb of the saint, its only two'sides are visible while the two of 
the sides are supported by the steep of the mountain. Inside 
the chamber there are seen horizontally two lines of the graves 
which are 23 in number. According to local reports these are 
the graves of the follower of the Rishi. The ceiling of the 
chamber is of Khatamband type, its ceiling as well as the roof 
is supported by the columns imposed over the Varranda of the 
structure. The whole Super-structure is covered over by a low 
pyramidal roof built in three tiers, with size dimishing in each 
successive tier. The roof has a rising square steeple the final 
of which is covered by an ornamental object. 

The whole sight is being looked after by a local 
committee. A number of attendants are serving the tomb daily. 
The Ziarat is been visited by hundred of devotees everyday. 


Zainadab 


Hardly any town in Kashmir claims the continuity and 
Status that Srinagar has enjoyed over centuries. From Ashoka 


sultans, the Mughals, the Durranies, the Sikhs and the Dogras, 
most of all have built fortified towns in succession at places 
what today are known as down town areas like Rinchan Pur, 
Sikander Pur, Zainagiri, Alwandin Pur, Nagar, Nagar Sheergarhi 
and Maharaj Gung. But with the establishment of civil lines, 
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the trend has reversed and today the Srinagar has flourished 
beyond its olden barriers and olden structures were destroyed 
to accept new settlements, unlike other cities, the Srinagar's 
heritage what exists in ruins is mostly undocumented so to 
unknown to public. The disappeared heritages are wholly and 
solly unexcaveted. Only a few olden settlements are recorded 
in various literatures. From those literary sources we are being 
told about such dying heritages that at their times had been 
regarded as the wonders of the land. 

One of such wonderful Mahal called “Zaina Dab” was 
erected by Zain-ul-Abidine Badshah during his earlier years 
of his reign in “Zainageri”. Zainageri also called “Raz Dani” 
was setup by Badshah in the north of Srinagar. The area is 
today known to people by the name of “Nawshar”. The Mahal 
erected here was built of devdar wood, circular in plan the 
Mahal housed a pool inside its courtyard. The water to the pool 
was brought through the Kul, named Zaina Ganga. This pure 
wooden structure had 12 stories. Each storey consisted of 50 
rooms with capacity of housing five hundred inmates in each 
room. 

The magnificent structure was in well-preserved 
condition till the arrival of Mirza Haider Dauglat in 1543, Mirza 
Haider in his “Tareekh” had listed it. In the period of Chaks 
1561-1586, the Mahal was destroyed in a mysterious fire. 
No relics were left for future generations. The whole city of 
Zaina Dad had disappeared, it has left no ruins of Badshahi 
period. The olden constructions had perhaps given way to 
new-settlements. Only the name is preserved in our minds and 


books of history. 
Semithan Finds _ a 
Semithen fills the gap between Neolithic and historical 
period. Prior to the excavations of Semithen mounds, there was 
a shadow over the events of Kashmir between Neolithic and 
early historical periods. Earlier, Burzhama, (near Srinagar) and 
Gufakral in Tral had revealed the settlements of Neolithic 
megalithic cultures of the valley through which we had come to 
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know about these ancient civilizations. The inhabitants during 
these periods had lived in caves and used stone and bone tools 
attributed to new-stone age bone tools. They had been burying 
their dead and worshiping Nagas (Serpents). Lands were also 
being cultivated, maize and wheat had been the leading crop. 
After the collapse of these backward civilizations, there had 
been a period shadowing our cultural events. However when 
excavations were made at Harwan, Hionar and Hutmura they 
revealed that settlements dating back to early centuries of the 
Christian era. What was the historical sequences between 
Neolithic and early historical periods came to light only after 
Semithen excavation was taken up. 

Semithen is located 44 Km to the south of Srinagar 
on the Srinagar-Jammu national highway which comprises 
several contiguous low and high mounds namely Tshradakuta 
Kuta, Rajama Teng, Chakradhara, Guda and Sonakutta. 

A series of trial excavations and explorations were 
carried out by experts of Archeological Survey of India, ASI 
in seventies, which revealed successive cultural deposits and 
helped the archaeologists in filling up the missing gaps. From 
the various layers NBPW (Northern Black Polished Ware) and 
pre-NBPW type pottery dated back to early Buddhist period, 
made it known the cultural ties that existed between Kashmir 
and gangetic plains of India. Appearance of panch mark coins, 
Mauryan and Sunga type pottery corroborated the stray literary 
evidences of extension of Moryan political authority over 
Kashmir. Similarly the finds of Bactrian-Greek, Indo-Greek, 
Indo-Scythian, Kushana and Shaka period coins, seals, terra- 
cotta sculptures and pottery spoke of the political authority of 
these foreigners over this land. 

Semithen excavation added a new dimension to our 
archaeological history. It opened the doors of unknown facts 
and events, which needed to be studied properly in association 
with the materials exhumed from its layers. 

However, lack of documentation and Cataloguing of this 
precious material had made things confusing for historians. 
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Archaeologists and Numismatics should come 
forward to identify and decipher this material. Need of proper 
documentation and cataloguing is required, so that historians 
can interpret this material in reconstruction of our early 
history. 


Dying glory of Verinag 

Jahangir who expired at Chingas near Rajouri on his 
return from Srinagar to Lahore wished with his dying breath 
to be carried to Verinag and buried there. This was the charm 
of Verinag of which its royal founder seems to have been 
quite sensible; Verinag with its shady trees, cold-water and 
murmuring streams over shadowed by the somber pine-clad 
hills is situated in South Kashmir near about 74 Km from 
Srinagar. 

It is considered the real source of river Jehlum. 
Its waters are also supported by Nallah Lidder and Nallah 
Vishow. 

The construction work over the spring was taken over 
by Jahangir (AH 1014-1073- AH, and completed by Shah 
Jahan (1037-1068) AH, the developmental work over Verinag 
included, the laying of garden, raising pillared pavilions 
construction of royal bath rooms and an octagonal arcade 
around the spring. Jahangir (1014-1037) AH, providing a brief 
account of the spring writes, “It is an octagonal reservoir about 
20-yards by 20 yards. Near it are the remains of a place of 
worship for recluses; cells cut out of the rock and numerous 
caves. The water is exceedingly pure, although | could not 
guess its depth. A grain of poppy-seed is visible until it touches 
the bottom: There are many fish to be seen init. As | had heard 
that it was unfathomable, ! ordered them to throw a cord with a 
stone attached and when this card measured in gaz it became 
evident that the depth was not more than one and a half the 
height of a man. After my accession | ordered them to build oe 
sides of the spring with stone, and they made a garden roun 
it with canal and built halls and houses about it and as a 
place such that travellers the world over can point out a few 
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like it” 

Of the buildings that Jehangir ordered to be constructed 
here only the range of twenty-four arches round the spring 
remains partially intact. The rest constructions are either in ruins 
or invisible. The arcade originally formed of stone was repaired 
by Maharaja Rambir Singh (1857-85 AD) in bricks. The two 
inscriptions raised into the wall of arcade one by Jahangir and 
the other by his son Shah Jahan retain the physical memories 
of these two monarchs one of the inscriptions that belongs to 
Jahangir-runs as; 

Az Jahangir Shah-e-Akbar Shah. 
Inn bina Sar Kashidah bar aflak. 
Abani-e-Aqul yaft tarikhash. 
Qasr abad-Wa-chashma-e- Verinag. 

This inscription carries the foundation date as 5th 
regional year of Jahangir with kings higher titles in Persian. 
The other inscription of Shah Jahan's period read as: 

Haider ba Hukmi Shahi 

Jahan padshahi dahr. 

Shukre Khuda Ki Sakht 
Chunin ab shar Jui. 

In Jui dawa ast Ziju-e-bahisht yad. 
Zin abshar yafta kashmir abrui. 
Tarikh-e-jui guft ba gosham Sarush gaib. 
Az chashma-e-bihisht birum amadast Jui. 

This inscription Provides work done date as 1036 AH 
by one Haider, in response to the orders of Shah Jahan. 

Today Verinag has lost its past charm, till 1988 it 
was being maintained well, but since situation turned grim in 
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Marazi Kalan 

The dilapidated picture of historical monuments of 
Kashmir shall certainly embraces to every rational and art 
loving Kashmiri. Heither of the prevailing turmoil had already 
swallowed many a leading edifices, the pristine glory of whom 
can never exist again now over this small peace of planet. 
Several other monuments had a human threat knocking on 
their doors. While others health has deteriorated to such extent 
from which they can hardly recover. Despite of the availability 
of modern scientific and advanced technological sources to our 
present day artists and engineers. They hardly possess such 
a talent and patinice, which their predecessors had shown in 
there past works. Our present day experts are unable even to 
conserve and preserve the artistic and architectural wealth of 
their predecessors. With the result most of the monuments and 
valuable artifacts reveal the tragic stories of their poor health. 
This is not true only of sensitive structures but also of other 
relics. 

“Mazari Kalan” is in the decaying state The courtyard 
formed of massive rubble stones is collapsed. Dozens of 
inscriptions inside the courtyard over the ancient graves had 
gathered high oxidization and are broken to pieces. Overlooking 
the spiritual holyness of the Mazar, the inhabitants are using 
the mazar as the grazing field for their pet animals, while as the 
children have laid their cricket pitch’s inside the courtyard of 
the Mazar. Mazar is divided by several footpaths and had been 
proved as the largest thoroughfare of the area. It looks people 
of the area are unaware about the historical importance of the 
site. The agency if any looking after the site had totally failed in 
its aintenance. . 
ee Maal Kalan popularly know to public as “Mazari 
Shiekh Bahaw-ud-Din Ganj Baksh (RA)" lies in the feets of 
Kohi Maran to the west of Malkah. The history of the Mazar 
reveals that the site originally was proposed by Zain-ul-Abidine 
Badshah in 1421 AD for housing the only burial of her beloved 
wife called Ashama Bibi who belonged to a noble family of 


‘ 
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like it” 

Of the buildings that Jehangir ordered to be constructed 
here only the range of twenty-four arches round the spring 
remains partially intact. The rest constructions are either in ruins 
or invisible. The arcade originally formed of stone was repaired 
by Maharaja Rambir Singh (1857-85 AD) in bricks. The two 
inscriptions raised into the wall of arcade one by Jahangir and 
the other by his son Shah Jahan retain the physical memories 
of these two monarchs one of the inscriptions that belongs to 
Jahangir-runs as; 

Az Jahangir Shah-e-Akbar Shah. 
Inn bina Sar Kashidah bar aflak. 
Abani-e-Aqul yaft tarikhash. 
Qasr abad-Wa-chashma-e-Verinag. 

This inscription carries the foundation date as 5th 
regional year of Jahangir with kings higher titles in Persian. 
The other inscription of Shah Jahan’s period read as: 

Haider ba Hukmi Shahi 
Jahan padshahi dahr. 
Shukre Khuda Ki Sakht 
Chunin ab shar Jui. 

In Jui dawa ast Ziju-e-bahisht yad. 
Zin abshar yafta kashmir abrui. 
Tarikh-e-jui guft ba gosham Sarush gaib. 
Az chashma-e-bihisht birum amadast Jui. 

This inscription provides work done date as 1036 AH 
by one Haider, in response to the orders of Shah Jahan. 

Today Verinag has lost its past charm, till 1988 it 
was being maintained well, but since situation turned grim in 
valley, Verinag could not remain undisturbed. The government 
and public over look has given rise to human vandalism and 
crumbling of its olden structures, Poor maintenance of garden 
and wall collapse provides an ugly look Pillard pavilions 
and royal bath rooms are no more seen here; although the 

octagonal arcade renovated in the reign of Ramber Sing is still 
extent, but is also poorly maintained. 
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Marazi Kalan 

The dilapidated picture of historical monuments of 
Kashmir shall certainly embraces to every rational and art 
loving Kashmiri. Heither of the prevailing turmoil had already 
swallowed many a leading edifices, the pristine glory of whom 
can never exist again now over this small peace of planet. 
Several other monuments had a human threat knocking on 
their doors. While others health has deteriorated to such extent 
from which they can hardly recover. Despite of the availability 
of modern scientific and advanced technological sources to our 
present day artists and engineers. They hardly possess such 
a talent and patinice, which their predecessors had shown in 
there past works. Our present day experts are unable even to 
conserve and preserve the artistic and architectural wealth of 
their predecessors. With the result most of the monuments and 
valuable artifacts reveal the tragic stories of their poor health. 
This is not true only of sensitive structures but also of other 
relics. 

“Mazari Kalan” is in the decaying state The courtyard 
formed of massive rubble stones is collapsed. Dozens of 
inscriptions inside the courtyard over the ancient graves had 
gathered high oxidization and are broken to pieces. Overlooking 
the spiritual holyness of the Mazar, the inhabitants are using 
the mazar as the grazing field for their pet animals, while as the 
children have laid their cricket pitch’s inside the courtyard of 
the Mazar. Mazar is divided by several footpaths and had been 
proved as the largest thoroughfare of the area. It looks people 
of the area are unaware about the historical importance of the 
site. The agency if any looking after the site had totally failed in 
its proper maintenance. ; : , 

“Mazari Kalan popularly know to public as “Mazari 
Shiekh Bahaw-ud-Din Ganj Baksh (RA)" lies in the feets of 
Kohi Maran to the west of Malkah. The history of the Mazar 
reveals that the site originally was proposed by Zain-ul-Abidine 
Badshah in 1421 AD for housing the only burial of her beloved 
wife called Ashama Bibi who belonged to a noble family of 
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Bahaqi seet. But when Sheikh Baha-ud-Din (RA), the reputed 
saint and peer Mursheed of the Sultan left for heaven on 
December 11, 1439 AD, he was laid to rest in this proposed 
site. Over the resting-place a shrine was also then erected. 
The Shrine measures 24-ft square and caries over all eleven 
arched windows. Shrine had entrance to its internal chamber 
through east side. 

The shrine looks to had been poorly renovated from 
time to time, constructed and renovated of massive rubble 
Stones the shrine has last most of its interesting architectural 
features. Near to the shrine is seen the grave of a poet, Mir 
Illahi, who is said, was the court poet of the Badshah. A beautiful 
inscription bearing few lines of his own lyric is erected over the 
grave. The grave of Asaha Bibi lays near the gate of the Mazar. 
The other burials it houses of the reputed saints and nobles of 
their times include the grave of Solman, Sayyied Habib Shah 
Kashani, Moullana Mohammed Anie, Baba Qayim, Khwaja 
Mohammed Kakroo, Moullana Mohammed Balkhji, Sheikh 
Mohammed Trabali, Mulla Sarf-ud-Din Farhat, Mulla Nurullah 
Kath, Molvi Amir-ud-Din, Molvi Qulam-ud-Din Jami, Sayyied 
Mohammed Kermaniand and others. These all graves are very 
old and are crowned with gravestones, which are brilliancy 
carved in beautiful Arabic and Persian inscriptions. 

These inscriptions if preserved and conserved can 
prove rich collections to our Islamic cultural heritage. A grave of 
unknown personality lies near the Shrine of Baha-ud-Din. The 
grave is of Badshah's times and carries a large beautiful Arabic 
inscription in salus style of writing. One another gravestone 
in the Mazar is different from all other gravestones; it carries 
the inscription in bi-lingual form, in Persian and in Sharada. 
These were the characters used during pre-Muslim times in 
Kashmir but not before 7th century AD. The grave is of one 
Sayyid Khan, who is said in the inscription to have been killed 
in 789 AH (1387 AD) on the nearby “Kohi Maran hill”. 

The entire Mazar is square in plan and fenced by a 
stonewall; the eastern side is supported by Qila-Wall. It has 
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two gateways, also formed of stones. 


Tomb of Badshah’s mother 

A graceful structure unique in its grandeur and style 
of construction is standing in a well-preserved position in 
historical trading mart of Kashmir called Maharaj Ganj. Since 
the time of Shahmeri dynasty. This site has been used as a 
cemetery. The massive structure erected over the graves of 
Zain-ul-Abidine’s mother belongs to her son, popularly known 
as Badshah “Great King” by Kashmiris (1420-1470 AD) 

The tomb is square in plan with angles cut off and 
replaced by rectangular projections it is an octagonal tomb 
roofed over by five dooms, the central doom being the largest 
one. It consists of a single chamber in the middle with projections 
succeed internally at the angles. The wood use din the lentils 
of the ventilation apertures are in well-preserved position. The 
superstructure seems to have been imposed on the plinth in 
the wall enclosing the site speaks also of an old-construction 
here its principal features according to experts, “are the glazed 
and molded blue bricks, which are studied at intervals in the 
exterior walls. The semicircular brick projections on the drum 
of the main dome and the mended string courses and stunk 
panels on the drums of the cupolas.” 

The site is named after “Mazarie, Sulatine” as many of 
the notabilities of Muslim Kashmir are intercede here, among 
them the famous kings are Sultan Sikander, Sultan Zain-ul- 
Abidine, Mirza Haider Gurgam, the cousin of Babar and the 
last king of Shahmeri dynasty Sultan Habib. Unfortunately this 
cemetery looks into ruins. Most of the graves even of the kings 
of Kashmir are not seen here ina well-preserved position. The 
grave of Zain-ul-Abidine, which is near to his father's grave. A 
‘fine. stone inscription in Persian script was lying over graves of 
this Sultan. But in 1850 AD it got lost in Maharaja period. The 
grave of a Tartar invader, who occupied the Kashmir under the 
name of Humayu, is also seen here. Itis Mirza Haider Gurgan s 
grave covered over by a tomb depicting a Persian inscription, 
which reads as follows, while giving the date of death (957). 
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Shah Gurgan Mirza Haider a khir 
Ba Mulke Shahadat Zadah Kus-e-Shahi 
Qaza-e-I/Ilahi chunin bud-o-Tarikh 
Shuda Bahra-e-Vaslesh, Qaza-e-illahi. 
Translation: “At last the king Mirza Haider Gurgan 
beat his royal drum (to announce his dipature) for the realm 
of martyrdom. Such was the will of God and cerens the date 
of his union (with God) is contained in (the phrases) ‘will of 
God’. 


Registration of Antiquities 

The registration wing of state archives and archaeology 
department recently recommended about 300 various artifacts 
of Kashmir Research Institute at Brain Nishat, for registration 
under antiquities and art treasures act of 1972. As per the 
law, every antiquity and art piece is to be registered. Keeping 
an unregistered antiquity is an offense punishable with 
imprisonment not less than six months and may extend to 
three years or with fine or with both and even confiscation of 
the object. 

The artifacts and antiques are our heritage materials 
that too very precious and costly. Any sculpture in terra-cotta, 
metal, or stone, objects of ivory and bone, jewelry, wood work, 
seals, coins and medals, paintings, manuscripts, textiles or 
otherwise works of art of craftsmanship. It includes also, any 
object or thing detached from a historical building or cave, 
anything illustrative of science, art, crafts, literature, religion, 
customs, morals or politics in bygone ages or anything or 
document of historical interest. Art treasure means any human 
work of art with regard to their artistic or aesthetic value. 

Registration of an antiquity or art object confirms 
legal ownership on it: The registration on one hand helps in 
documenting the antiquity and art objects of the country and 
on the other hand it prevents the smuggling and fraudulent 
dealings in antiquities and art treasures. It also ensures the 
preservation of precious antiquities. 

Just like other states of India, Kashmir is very rich in its 
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classical artifacts and antiquities. These objects are preserved 
in its various museums and repositories. Number of these 
objects from time to time went out side the state. As these 
were in great demand in Europe, few of the antiquities reached 
to their collectors but still there are number of antiquates in 
possession of private collectors and dealers. 

To prevent the smuggling and illegal trade of art and 
antiquities, the government of India in year 1972 enacted art 
and Antiquities Act. It was enforced in April 1976. The act 
extended to whole of India including Jammu and Kashmir. The 
main objective behind this act was to register antiquites. Under 
this act, the various antiquities and art treasures were identified 
and their registration with concerned registration officers were 
made essential. 

For registration on the J&K antiqiuties and art treasures, 
a registration wing was also set-up in the state. It has been 
attaining its job for lost several years. There are thousands 
of antiquities registered with this wing there are about 1300 
objects of art and antiquity registered in Kashmir. It includes 
the artifact possessions of L K Jha (ex-governor), Gh. Mohi-ud- 
Din, Gh. Rasool and Sons (Leading Art Dealers) and veteran 
scholar P N Pushp's collection. = 

The registered items consist of Kashmir paintings, 
manuscripts and stone and bronze sculptures. Ladakhs has 
the biggest number of registered antiquities these include, 
various tanka’s paintings, Fresco's, status, manuscripts, 
Buddhist photography tanjura and khajura 100 volumes on 
Buddhist philosophy. ; 3 

The registration wing of the state archives in its recent 
drive of registration has served notices to various art sabia to 
get registered their antiquities possessions. The recommending 
of 300 various art objects of paintings, sculptures, coins, 

j i of KRI is a major step in 
medals and calligraphy specimen 
this direction. The wing is still to go ahead, because there are 
j j of antiquity and art still unregistered. 
number of precious objects quily ; massa 
The illegal trade and flow of these items still continues, 
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registered items are not properly preserved. The 
registered treasures of private collectors is not provided with 
requisite equipment’s and chemicals to ensure the proper 
preservation and protection to their respective collections. If 
department really intends to ensure the proper registration 
of antiquities and artifacts, the implementation of law is to be 
made more punctual. 


The round Persian character 

The decorative writing skill which mughal emperors and 
nobles introduced and gradually promoted is very fascinating. 
It is really the magic of their writers and callingraphes, which 
perhaps no less than what their architects exhibited in their fine 
royal building and garden constructions. The best calligraphy 
specimen can be seen in shape of manuscripts produced 
during mughal period across the entire dominion. The writing 
styles reflected on their coins and their engraved inscriptions 
are no less amazing. The calligraphy patterns adopted by them 
for their vast coinages and on few epigraphs had a very deep 
influence on later rulers too, who in their writing styles followed 
their masters. The Durrani period coins and epigraphs too 
exhibit the mughal style of writing and engravings. 

Mughals are said to have promoted Naskh and pattern 
of calligraphy. In the words of Abul Fazal, the Akbar and 
Jahangir promoted the Nastaliq or the round Persian character. 
Giving a brief description of various calligraphic patterns used 
during mughal period in India and Central Asia, he writes that 
Suls, Naskh, Tangi, Riga, Muhaqqaq, Raihan, Talig, Tanqi 
systems were commonly used. The general scripts adopted 
in Kashmir as recorded by Diwan Kirpa Ram in his Gulzari 
Kashmir in Arabic and Persian were Kufi, Naskh, Makramat 
Suls, Riga and Raihan in Atabic and Nastaliq Shikast, Gular, 
Nakhan Shikast, Aniz and Shaifa in Persian. Despite of various 
calligraphy styles, Mughals are known to have promoted their 
writing mechanism in the round Persian character. 

Such specimen can be observed on number of copper, 
silver and gold coin of Akbar, Jahangir and Shah Jahan and 
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on historic mughal period inscriptions, of the arcadé of Verinag 
spring and on the gates of Kohimaran rampart. Various 
manuscript copies preserved in private and official collections 
of the state are also written in Naskh and Nastaliq styles. 

One of such set of manuscripts is also housed in Dogra 
Art Museum Jammu. A copy of miniature size holy Qur'an is 
exhibited in manuscript gallery of SPS Museum Srinagar. This 
manuscript on its concluding page bears the seal of Aurangzeb 
Alamgir and few scholars believe that this copy is written by 
the Mughal emperor. Besides a good collection of mughal 
coins are also exhibited in these institutions, two rare stone 
inscriptions are also housed in archaeological gallery of the 
museum. One of the inscriptions which is in Persian belongs to 
Jahangir's period while the other one written in Arabic belongs 
to Aurangzeb. 

These epigraphs are of historical value as they provide 
some information about mughal constructions. 

Although these beautiful calligraphy styles are a bit safe 
and secure on well preserved mughal coins and manuscripts 
in these institutions but the few stone inscriptions available of 
this period are yet to be properly cared. Since these engraved 
letters of various stones are uncovered and these have initiated 
the process of decay. Most of the Kashmir inscriptions on 
gravestones have turned crude and illegible. Such evidences 
can be seen in various historical and centuries old graveyards 
of the state. The Mazar-e-Sulateen at Zaina Kadal, Mazar-e- 
Khagah Mullah, Mazar-e-Bahudine Sahib historical Mazar at 
Bijbehara etc. have been losing their inscriptions. However, a 


few mughal inscriptions are still safe at Verinag, on the gates 


: ; d 
i art and in few mughal period mosques an 
ae ees d to be cared and conserved 


gardens. Such epigraphs nee 
properly so that these sources of our history are not lost. 
vos ; ts 
When writing was done on birch sheets 
In nie old days, when paper was still in short in valley, 
writing was done on the birch bark sheets. Most ri re cpa 
Kashmir texis are written on these sheets locally kno 
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burzh. 

No doubt rocks, metal and leather were also used but 
only engravings could be made on these, which as to give 
writings a textual shape, bark sheets were preferred. 

The hand-made paper, according to historians, came 
only in Badshah’s time in 14th Century AD. 

The king is said to have set up a paper manufacturing 
unit in Srinagar and had invited experts from Central Asia to 
run it. It was in this period, that books were written on paper. 

However, this did not put birch sheets in disuse. These 
continued to be used side by side. 

There are several manuscripts written in birch bark, 
which are housed in research libraries and museums of the 
state. One such ancient manuscript was recovered in 1938 by 
Madasudan Koul, an archaeological expert, from one of the 
mounds of Nowpora-Gilgat. 

The manuscript was ‘covered in a wooden box 
and consisted of several texts. It was then identified as 
Samghatasutra, which deals with the dialogue between a king 
and two ministers. 

Written in Sanskrit in Gilgitan characters, the 
manuscript is dated to 7th century AD. 

Few chapters of this significant discovery are displayed 
in manuscripts gallery of Sri Pratap Singh Museum at Lal 
Mandi while the rest of the text is housed in national archives 
at Delhi. 


Devsar Archaeological site neglected 

One of the very important archeological sites of 
early medieval Kashmir at Devsar in South Kashmir of 
Anantnag stands in a state of neglect. The site despite of 
its high archaeological and historical background has not 
been declared as state protected site. The site is still to be 
demarcated and fenced. The stone basement and fragments 
of pottery are scattered on the plateau. There is no one to keep 
watch and ward of this material. The whole site lies unsafe and 
insecure. Locals say, that one time the site was watched by 


ae ARCHEAOLOGY 
some agency but later it was left unprotected. 

Devsar, ancient Devsar as, is a village in Kulgam tehsil 
situated on upper course of river Vishnow. A trial excavation in 
Devsar was done by the department of Archaeology in the year 
1931. The excavation was carried out under the guidance of R 
C Kak a veteran archaeologist and the then Superintendent of 
Archaeology Department. The site then exposed besides other 
artifacts, a basement of an ancient shrine and an exquisite 
metal frame of 10th Century AD. The basement built in well- 
finished rubble stones measures 15’ X 11’ft 3’ high and reached 
by three steps from the ground level. 

A unique find in shape of a metal frame is these days 
preserved in SPS Museum at Srinagar. The frame is 6’ 2” long 
4’ 4” broad and about 1/2” thick and is 3 maunds and four seers 
in weight. It is oval shaped but its bottom end is flattened, on its 
border are images of Hindu deities. Thee images on the frame 
had been brilliantly casted. It is believed to be a masterpiece of 
Kashmir metal art. This unique find of its kind has represented 
Kashmir in international art festivals, held from time to time, in 
various European countries. 

Devsar being a important archaeological place has 
altogether been neglected by the government. The find spot 
of a brilliant master art-piece and fine basement has not been 
declared as state protected monument. Neither was any further 
excavation resumed. The whole site lies in a state of neglect. 


Dogra Palaces “ 
‘Kashmiryat’, ‘glorious heritages , natural beauty’ are 


few such common words which rulers of the land often use 
while referring to Kashmir. In public and official gatherings the 
tradition of repeating such words is more common irrespective 
of the fact whether it has any relevance with the subject. As 
these are sweet and pet words for a ruler by which he exploits 
the sentiments of innocent lovers of the land, otherwise a 
contradiction in their words and deeds is very much clear. : 

He is least bothered even about the life and meaty 
of his subjects not to speak of preserving his heritages. 


42 DISCOVERIES OF KASHMIR 


main concern is to remain in power and to add to his assets. It 
were only the emperors and Rajas Maharajas who cared well 
about their subjects. People’s life and property was safe and 
secure. They not only guarded the sovereignty of the land but 
also protected its centuries old identity and glorious heritages. 
They built glorious monuments and also preserved the ancient 
ones. 

Heritage experts say that cultural properties upto 
middle of 20th Century was properly taken care of Dogra 
Rajas borrowed services of trained and learned British experts 
to explore the proper maintenance of lands monuments, 
historical records and other archaeological properties. They 
not only protected it but also added new dimensions to it by 
raising wonderful monuments in the major cities and towns of 
this land. Unfortunately most of such monuments either have 
been lost or are in utter neglect. This is the reason, expert's 
claim that in terms of culture, the year 1947 had an adverse 
effect on our cultural identity. 

1947 as every one knows well was a significant era 
for entire sub-continent as it changed the history and the 
geography of the then mighty Hindustan. Anew state under the 
banners of Pakistan emerged. This side also adopted the new 
name Bharat the popular name Hindustan become outdated. 

1947 had a great effect on Kashmir geography and 
history. It not only brought Slavery era for it but thousands of 
years old Baghi Solimon and satisar got divided into parts. First 
it lost its Gilgat and Sakardu Wazarat and then Muzzafarabad 
and Mirpur. Kashmiris were divided. Till 1947 people were 
slaves of Dogra monarchs but there were no borders and 
no control line. The year 1947 period no doubt gave them a 
democratic form of government but it also created borders and 
slavery for the people of the land. 

_ Some people say that 1947 had brought nothing for 
them except the change of power. The throne of Dogras of 
Jammu came into the hands of then local leadership. The later 
attempted to destroy the left memories of Dogra Rajas to make 


people feel that they: have. achievéd something against the 
sacrifices of thirties and forties. 

After depriving Kashmiris of their centuries old self- 
identify, currency, postal system and local administration, 
which was been protected by the Rajas and Majarajas of this 
land, the new set up took the task of destroying and ignoring 
the wonderful architectural monuments of Dogra Rajas. 

The land exhibited several glorious palaces not 
only in its major cities but even in smaller towns as well. In 
early twenties there existed a group of Dogra palaces at Lal 
Mandi and Shaheed Gunj areas. There were also Maharajas 
guesthouses seen at the tourist sites of Achabal, Bijbehara, 
Akad Hanand, Chawalgam, in South Kashmir and in other 
eastern and northern parts of the land. 

The land could preserve neither of these guesthouses, 
which as per records carried high-class pavements. Most of the 
Dogra period palaces and buildings at Shaheed Gunj, Maharaj 
Gunj and Lal Mandi were dismantled and on their plinths were 
raised other new constructions. The all other lost monumental 
evidences of the period have been put to utter neglect. 

These include Rambir Palace and Hari Niwas. To one’s 
utter surprise neither of the Dogra palaces of the land have 
been brought under the aegis of monumerits preservation act 
which makes it clear that the present set-up is hardly concerned 
to preserve the lost evidences of Dogra empire. 


Terra-cotta Culture uncatalogned 
Archaeologists from time to time have came across 


pavements furnished with decorated tiles at several places in 
the valley. These tiles speak of high artistic activities prevalent 
here in the early centuries of Christian era. Unfortunately 
most of these terra-cotta sites and their remains were left 
unstudied. That is why the common people are still ignorant 
of this rich heritage. Locals cal these tiles as big bricks’. The 
interesting motif stampedes on these tiles have either remained 
unidentified or unstudied. What informations these tiles carry 
for our historians, artist's etc. is still unknown. 
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Brilliant types of terra-cotta tiles of quadrangularship 
(sic) in various sizes, got initially exposed in 1920, on different 
terraces of Zabarwan hills at Harwan. R C Kak, the then veteran 
Kashmir based archaeologist under took the explorations 
and excavations of this rich site. The traces then yielded fine 
types of terra-cotta tiles. The tiles carried various interesting 
motifs of Hellenistic and local themes. Local as well as foreign 
archaeological experts did a good deal of work when they 
forwarded their theories on Harwan terra cotta finds. Several 
tiles of this site were earlier identified by R C Kak and are 
documented in his book. 

“Ancient Monuments of Kashmir’. In this work he 
also had made mention of several other archaeological 
monuments. 

Later on the centre of Central Asian Studies also 
studied a few tiles of the site and forwarded them in the shape 
of booklets. 

The Harwan finds are dated to 3rd and 4th Century 
AD. This period is identified with little Kushana’s dynasty. 
The artistic trends and their richness are clearly reflected by 
the Harwan tiles. However terre-cotta’s exhumed during the 
last seventies and eighties from Hutmura, Hoinar, Kral Chak, 
Donipathri and Wangedora sites still remain unidentified and 
undocumented. The sites holding this rich heritage are also 
poorly maintained. Most of the tiles are beneath the ground and 
were never taken out. Exhumed one’s are still to be properly 
dated and identified. The authorities have blindly dated them 
all to 2nd Century AD which as per experts makes no sense. 

The need is to utilize the services of trained field 
experts and get the unexhumed materials to lime light. Proper 
dating, study and cataloging of this neglected material is 
required, so that people may come to know what their heritage 
was in the distant past. This will make the scholars know how 
rich our past was and what contribution it made to our culture 
and history. 


Shah Hamdan’s Cap 
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_Mir Sayyid Ali Hamdani (RA) popularly known by 
Kashmiris as Shah Hamdan, the king of Hamdan city of Iran is 
believed to have made his second visit o the valley in 1375AD in 
the reign of Sultan Qutub-ud-Din. He is said was accompanied 
by about 700 people who consisted of his nearest relatives 
and companions. He was made to stay in Aludin Pura, where 
Sultan Qutub-ud-Din built a beautiful stone terrace on the 
riverside. The Sayyid used to offer five time prayers on the 
stone terrace. 

Sultan Qutub-ud-Din was devotee of the Syed and 
used to attend the saint. He took spiritual and Shairat guidance 
from the saint. Sultan, who in ignorance has married two 
real sisters, divorced one of them after receiving the Shairat 
command from the Syed. The saint is also said had great love 
for his muried and used to advice him not only in his religious 
maters but even in administrative matters, Qutub-ud-Din's 
father Shahab-ud-Din in last years of his rule is said to had 
brought destruction to several leading non-muslim worship 
places. Besides other temples Shahab-ud-Din is blamed for 
destruction of the glorious temple of Bijisur at Bijbehara. Unlike 
his father Qutub-ud-Din who used to take advice from Mir Syed 
Ali Hamadani ruled with justice and equity. He is not known to 
have ordered any destruction to any non-muslim site, but also 
held them in esteem. He considered them as the worshipping 
places of his non-muslim subjects. He has a administration 
of justice, where all subjects were getting a uniform treatment 
Syed Hamdani is said was very much impressed by the saintly 
character of the Sultan and bestowed him with his holy cap 
(head gear). The Sultan received it with great honour and 
used to wear it under his Shahi Crown throughout his life. His 
successors also sued to wear it under their crowns. The holy 

: i f Shahmeri Sultans upto 
cap remained under the possession 0 4 
the period of Sultan Fateh Shah. Sultan Fateh Shah a ae : 
to wear it. The holy cap was finally put with the burial he ats 
Shah who died in August 1517 AD in Punjab, his eee ie 
brought to Srinagar and laid to final rest along-with the holy 
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cap as per his advice in Mazari Sulateeen near the grave of 
Sultan Zain-ul-Abidine. 

Sultan Qutub-ud-Din whose original name was Hindal 
is said to have ruled the Sultanate for about 16 years. He is 
credited with foundation of several monuments and lying of 
several gardens, his main foundation was the Qutub-ud-Dinpura 
where he had erected many glorious houses in wood. He is 
said to have laid a beautiful garden at the site. However, no 
ruins of his foundations are seen anywhere it is widely believed 
that the wooden structure got completely destroyed in fires. 
Sultan who died in 1389 AD was laid to rest at Langerhata. His 
grave has been identified existed in Mohalla Langerhata near 
the Zairat of Pir Haji Muhammad. 

The coins of Sultan Qutu-ud-Din are also not know 
and it is believed that he has not coined his money and like his 
father, used the coins of Hindu Rajas for his official business. 


Queen Didda and his Buddhist Mathas 

Ancient Kashmir is said has a very rich collection of 
Buddhist monasteries and stupas. These shrines are believed 
were raised here during the period of Kushan and Kidar princes 
in early centuries of Christian era. Numerous other Buddhist 
icons are also said were commissioned during the ages. 
Sculptures of various Buddhist deities have been recovered 
from valley lands and are well preserved in world famous 
museums and antique collections. The state museum and 
other such institutions also house several Buddhist images. 
Although these sculpture are well intact but all most all the 
Buddhist shrines of ancient period have become extremely 
non-existent in the valley. It is widely believed that these shrines 
got destroyed in the period of later rulers who super imposed 
their Hindu temples on the plinth of these earlier foundations. 
Historians held responsible Mirharkul, Avantivarman, Ksema 
Gupta, Harsa Deva and other such dozens of Hindu ruler 
for destruction of the Buddhist shrines of the land. If these 
rulers are blamed for devastating the Buddhist structures, 
on the other hand. Several Hindu rulers are remembered 
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for promotion of Buddhist teachings by constructing various 
monasteries and commissioning their icons. In this context 
mention may be Queen Didda and Lalitaditya. Lalitaditya is 
credited with Buddhist constructions of Parahaspura and 
Ushaker while Jayender is remembered for construction the 
famous Jayender-Vehara some where in Srinagar city. 

Queen Didda who ascended the throne in 981 AD and 
continued upto 1003 AD is widely known for his political and 
social achievements. Daughter of a Lahura Raja Sinharaja 
was married to Ksemagupta the destroyer of the famous 
Jayender Vihar. Ksemagupta is said plundered the Buddhist 
Vihar and used its molten brass of Buddha image in costing of 
images for his own temple. The husband's radical polices had 
no influence on her wife. The eventful rule of Didda is marked 
by glorious constructions. 

Besides founding several Vishnu Temples, she is said 
built number of Buddhist Shrines. On the bank of Jehlum, S L 
Shali writes, ‘she kept alive the old tradition of patronage to 
Buddhists, she built monasteries or Mathas and a Vihar for the 
abode of Kashmir students and foreign travellers’. Although all 
of his foundations could not be identified still her two famous 
Buddhist Mathas sites are well identified. 

The most glaring evidence is of a Matha, known after 
her as ‘Didda Matha’. Itis identified to have been built in present 
day Diddamar, situated on the right bank of river Jehlum near 
seventh bridge the another Matha is also identified existed on 
the riverbank near the shrine of Malik Sahib. Today no ruins 
of such constructions are left anywhere in the area on the 
opposite bank of the river several shrines are also recorded 
to had been raised during the period of Queen Didda but = 
already said that all of his foundations could not be a 
several Buddhist sculptures in stone and bronze of Didda's 

i d from the land and are housed 
period have also been recovere 


in various collections. 
Didda had prov 
to the lost in possession of the thron 


ed a successful Queen who remained 
e she has got two series 
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of coins at her credit one issued with her husbands name bear 
the legend ‘di-kshemagupta’ and other in her own name have 
provided space to her name as “Didda’. 


Re-construction or demolition 

History is the study and research of past events. The 
man who deals with it is called historian. His job is no less 
than that of scientist. Difference is that a scientist invents while 
a historian discovers. Since for lost century historiography 
has entered a new phase where it has gone more scientific. 
The olden puranic traditions and myths are being verified by 
archeological and numismatic records. 

More authentic history books are coming into the 
market. The first credit for introduction of such historiography 
trends in Kashmir were founded by Alexander Cunningham 
R C Kak, Muhib-ul-Hassan, Ghulam Mohi-ud-Din Sofi and by 
other well-learned historians. 

More recently Professor Fida Hasnian, M Y Taing and 
S L Shali are credited to have preferred more archaeological 
evidences than olden folk traditions in their historical 
researches. The trend is progressing where Kashmir history is 
being re-constructed more scientifically. 

Itis perhaps the thrust and passion to know more about 
the ancient human culture that archaeological and numismatic 
researches are taking a lead in historiography. These supply 
material sources and enable historian to bring out new things of 
human cultures and their settlements. The history texts books 
based on material evidences where also included in school 
and higher education classes. 

It was few decades back that central government 
formulated NCERT (National Council for Educational Research 
and Training). It prepared several textbooks for schools 
and directed the state governments to adopt it as a national 
educational policy. The council also approved good history 
textbooks based on new researches of well-learned historians. 
More emphasis on these texts was given on inclusion of 
factual events. History texts prepared by Romila Thapar and 
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for NCERT School syllabus. PE nceeatel presents 

However, most of the scholars felt very surprised when 
recently NCERT ordered deletion of several paras from these 
approved history texts. After 20 years the authorities described 
these paras as objectionable and offensive tosomecomminutes. 
For example, at one place it is written that the verdic people 
used to eat beef. This is a fact not only produced by Thapar but 
almost all-Indian histories have testified this fact. At another 
place, the Puranic traditions could not be used to date Rama 
of Ayodhya and it is suggested that archaeological evidences 
should be considered more important than family trees given 
in purans. This fact is also not false. The new archeological 
researches have enabled historians to reconstruct the history. 
For instance the discovery of an inscription in Srinagar relating 
the installation of a Hindu icon in a temple reading the name 
of Sultan Sikander had to some extent be reconstructed, the 
image of Sultan Sikander. He earlier was described as leading 
idol broker (Butshiken) even by his Persian historians. There 
are certain other events which hitherto had remained hidden 
and got disclosed by growing archaeological and numismatic 
researches. 

Research is not final. It is not God’s word, what we 
believe can be proved wrong the other day, says Professor 
Hassnian (historian) provided researches are carried out and 
scholars get some new Clues to delete olden theories. You 
cannot delete anything from history texts unless you have 
came across new evidences and that is not called deletion, 
t reconstruction. Histories are re-constructed on 
discovery of new evidences. Whatever are the motives behind 
such deletion of historical facts but one thing is clear that it 
has created a great confusion among new taught. It «vould 
encourage a trend where you never mind the truths. bi 
would really forget what had happened. You make a bese an 
cheerful documentation of events where the sentiments of any 
community are not hurt, the history would loose its meaning. 


historian call i 
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Kanishka’s Kundalvan 

‘The country from remote times was distinguished 
for learning and its priests were all of high religions merit and 
conspicuous virtues, as well as of manner, talent and power of 
exposition of doctrine, and though the priests of other nations 
were in their own way distinguished yet they could not be 
compared with these so different were they from the ordinary 
class.’ 

The Buddhist conference is stated was held at 
Kundalvan in Kashmir in the period of Kanishka in first 
century AD. The council is said to have sat for six months 
and collected scattered sayings, theories and dictums of 
various doctors of the law. The council is believed to have, 
“composed 100,000 stanzas of Pupadesh Shastra explanatory 
of the canonical sutras; 100,000 stanzas, of Vinayas Vibhasa 
Sastras, explanatory of the Vinaya; and 100,000 stanzas of 
Abhidharma Vibhasas Sastra, explanatory of the Abhidharma. 
For this exposition of the Tripitaka all of learning from remote 
antiquity was thoroughly examined; the general sense and the 
terse language was again and again made clear and distinct 
and learning was widely diffused for the safe guiding of the 
disciples’. 

The commentaries of the council are said were written 
in Sanskrit on copper plates, which were enclosed in stone 
boxes. These boxes were then deposited in a stupa specially 
built for the purpose. The location of the stupa is still a debatable 
issue, despite efforts are on through local and foreign scholars 
to trace them out. While Heun Tsang is silent about the exact 
location to the site, Taranath had mentioned ‘Kundal Van’ as 
the place where the council was held. Different scholars have 
been identifying Kundalvan with few places of Kashmir bearing 
somehow a similar name. The names of the places suggested in 
the process are Kuntikleun (the area from Harwan to Gupkar in 
Srinagar) Kund in Kulgam and Kanelvan in Bijbehara Kundalen 
in Shopian as the corrupt form of Kundalvan. Dr. Token Sumi a 
Japanese scholar believes that ethnological studies about the 
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Yakshas in Kashmir may lead the archaeologists towards the 
right direction. Few scholars believe that numismatic studies 
may help the excavators to reveal the actual area. There are 
also few local experts who claim to have identified the location 
of the site where the conference was held. 

But by now they decline to disclose it and are waiting 
for some appropriate time. 

When ever the copper plates are discovered that 
would be an turning point in the history of Buddhism in Kashmir, 
but one thing is clear that Kanishka has been very popular 
in Kashmir perhaps no less than Badshah and Akbar. These 
are several villages which carried the name of the king in its 
corrupt form mention may be made of Kanishpura, (Baramulla) 
Kanipora (Kulgam) Kanipora (Srinagar). 


Mughal route 

The famous historical route, popularly known as 
Mughal road have been in existence even prior to Mughal 
period. 

One White Hun Prince Sri Miharkula, who is believed 
to have entered the valley in early sixth century, has earlier 
explored the road, a recent study says. The road connected 


Delhi with Lahore. 
Miharkula is said to have been badly defeated in war 


by one Yasohavarm of Central India. The former had no option 
except to go underground Miharkula, who had earlier heard 
about the naturally protected valley of Kashmir found it suitable 


to get shelter here. ; ; 
Even Kalhana in his book Rajtarangn! has spoken 


about the unconquerability of the Kashmir valley by the force 


of soldiers in his days. ; ; 
While fleeing from war, Miharkula is believed to have 


reached Sialkot and it is from there that he is said to have sent 


his men to find out the path into Kashmir valley. 
After much toil, the Pir Panchal pass via Bimber was 

felt to be the convenient passage to the valley. But tragedy 

is said to have struck Miharkula soon after he crossed the 
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Pir Panchal near Dari Peer. He is said to have lost about one 
hundred elephants. All of them have fallen into a gorge during 
the journey . 

The exact place where the incident occurred is, 
according to the study, still knows as Has Vanej (the elephants 
forest). 

Miharkula is also believed to have invited about 5000 
Saivite Brahmans from Gandhara to Kashmir and provided 
them with large Jagirs. Experts say that these Brahmans were 
settled somewhere near present-day Bijbehara. 

The literary evidences supporting this theory are 
corroborated by numismatic finds also. Contributor also 
saw the copper coin hoard found at Hurpura area of upper 
Shopian belt, along which the Mughal road exits. The hoard 
caries maximum Miharkula coins which, the study says, clearly 
substantiate the earlier observations of the historians. 

The route is also remembered as salt route through 
which salt form the salt ranges of Punjab was being imported 
to Kashmir. 

Mughal emperors made it their permanent route and 
constructed bridges, passages and saraies throughout the 
way. 

The route served as the main Shahrah to Kashmir till 
Banihal road was laid by Dogras. Still people of Poonch and 
Rajouri used Mughal route to drive their cattle to pastures but 
in the last few years, the route stands closed and no common 
movement is allowed. 

The route connects northwestern districts of Poonch 
and Rajouri with Srinagar and was instrumental in bringing 
the people in the two districts closer to the valley. The entire 
route also has a lot to offer to the tourist. In addition to the 
scenic splendour of the meadows and slopes of Dobigen, Dara 
Peer, Rantin Peer, Pooshna, the route also exhibits impressive 
Mughal constructions all along the way. 

This is why there is a growing support for the re- 
construction of the route as it will not only revive the forgotten 
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communication link of the valley with Rajouri and Poonch 
districts but will also open new avenues for the state’s tourist 


industry by attracting more tourists towards the scenic and 
architectural spots of the route 


Semithan hill-rock 

The hill-rock at village Semithan in South Kashmir is 
being robbed of its treasure trove. The ancient copper coins 
and miniature terra cotta figures found frequently at the village 
are being sold away by the people. 

Sometime these items are melted to make other 
things, claim the locais. 

Semithan heritage site has perhaps been the only well 
established site revealing the materials dating to Indo-Greek 
and Indo-Scythian period. 

In 1982 excavations, significant evidences of Greek 
and Scythian period were unearthed from here, which included 
coins and miniature terra-cotta figures. 

Prior to the excavations, the ancient objects used to 
be found on the surface of the hill-rock. 

There are reports that copper coins of ancient kings of 
Kashmir are still found here and as such have gone unrecorded. 
The villagers are ignorant about the worth of these priceless 
heritage items and as such have been responsible for the loss 
of many of them. The ASI has already conducted excavation 
of the site and collected the coins of Indo-Greek, Scythian, 
Porthina and Shaka rulers besides the earliest Panch Marka 


coins of Kashmir. 
Links of Mughal Road 

Although the Mughal highway from Lahore to Srinagar 
with its halt stations at various destinations enroute stands 
already established, certain local paths followed by Mughal 
caravans to different directions of Kashmir are also being 
rediscovered. 

As history will corrobor 
the earlier salt route (popular! 


ate, Mughals strictly followed 
y known as Mughal road) 
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while entering the valley. It was in 996 AH that Jalal-ud-Din 
Muhammad Akbar who was then at Lahore decided to visit 
Kashmir. He is said to have dispatched a group under the 
guidance of Qasim Khan for the clearance and construction 
of the Hurpur way. Hurpur was a famous town at that time. 
The group besides identifying the possible passage undertook 
the construction of Saraies for the convenience of the Mughal 
caravans. 

The ruins of those Mughal constructions are still visible 
on the highway at several places. 

Hurpur, the gateway of Kashmir welcomed almost 
all the Mughal carvans right form Akbar’s period to the later 
Mughals. The place served as the entry point into Kashmir 
even to Durrani and Sikh invaders. 

From Hurpur, the Mughal caravans had a choice of 
several local routes leading to different parts of south and 
northern Kashmir. Historical records which are now being 
also confirmed by archaeological and numismatic finds reveal 
that Mughal caravans branched out to interiors of the valley 
through various other routes in addition to Shopian-Srinagar 
highway. These paths went to Nila Nag Verinag, Anantnag and 
Bijbehara. 

There are also recent reports of numismatic and 
archeological ‘fi finds on one of these routes. The numismatic 
findings comprising few Mughal. coins at village Chikoo and 
Harman were reportedly followed by the unearthing of traces of 
the debries of some Mughal structure at Mughal Maidan Hajan. 
These findings have provided ample evidence to establish 
that this path was being used by Mughal caravans to travel to 
south-eastern parts of the valley, the experts believe. 

What lends further credence to the belief is that these 
routes are not only nearer to each other but even located in the 
single direction. While pro\iding the details, M H Makhdoomi 
the deputy director archaeology said that Mughal Maidan is 
basically a rising plateau on the bank of Nallah. “As the plateau 
had fine location, it is most probable that Mughal’s might have 
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constructed some rest houses on it for the convenience of 
caravans’, he said. 

_ He further Said the site was under the active 
investigation as their had been reports of some antiquity finds 
from the area in the recent past adding that a team of experts 
also visited the spot recently for surface investigations. , 

Regarding numismatic finds he revealed ‘his 
department had also received a hoard of copper coins found 
at village Chikoo adding that the experts were studying the 
hoard in light of its historical significance. 

It is believed the emperor Jalal-ud-Din Muhammad 
Akbar took the Jamal Nagri route to visit Northern part of 
Kashmir when he visited Kashmir in 1001 AH. Today it is 
recognized by the name of Jam Nagar. The village is located 
to the west of Mughal Maidan at a distance of 20 km. 

The places are situated in a single direction. There 
are enough reasons to believe that some Mughal caravan had 
used this way to visit Achabal and Verinag places. The road is 
now macadamized and connects Shopian with Anantang via 
Kaddar. The people which enroute this road still remember it 
by its earlier name of Mughal Shehra; however, a systematic 
archaeological survey is required together more evidences to 
establish it properly and to develop it as a heritage route. 


Transfer of Archeological Properties 
Treasures of antiquities and Stone Age archaeological 
finds of the Kashmir valley continue to remains beyond the 
access of Kashmir scholars. These finds discovered earlier 
from the valley were got transferred to outside institutions. 
The National Museum New Delhi and Indian Museum Calcutta 
have succeeded in getting a big share of these Se 
the written requests made to these institutions by the sta 


authorities, not a single artifact was returned to the hepa Hes 
inaccessibility of these finds to the present day schola's ° 
made them handicapped in re-constructing we ae et “i 
historic periods of Kashmir, local scholars are face 


scarcity of source material. 


56 DISCOVERIES OF KASHMIR 


It was in 1960-70, that a significant archaeological 
discovery was made on the plateau of Burzhama by 
archaeological authorities. Dating to Neolithic and megalithic 
periods, the site then yielded cave-pits, old and new stone age 
tools, human and animal skeletons, bone tools and pottery 
objects. During the discovery of the site, it was decided to 
establish a site Museum at Burzhama to exhibit the Stone Age 
materials exhumed form various layers of the site. However, 
the plan did not mature. All the materials were then taken 
outside the state, thus depriving the local scholars to see those 
objects. This discovery was followed by another discovery of 
prehistoric site at Gufkral Pulwama where besides stone tools, 
nice bone tools were unearthen. These finds were also not 
left here but allowed to flow outside the state. It is in place to 
mention here that lots of ancient coins, terra cotta tiles, figures, 
manuscripts and paintings of the state properties had already 
been made to enrich the outside museums and art galleries. 
The tendency of transferring artifacts and antiquities is being 
encouraged. A big hoard of sculptures recovered by forces a 
few years ago from Nishat area was housed and exhibited at 
National Museum New Delhi. 

The local scholars complain that the SPS Museum 
Srinagar, which houses tremendous collections but even a 
replica or photographs of our pre-historic finds are not available 
in the museum. These scholars have been demanding Kashmiri 
finds taken earlier outside the state back. In the circumstances 
the state government should not be silent the state authorities 
must raise their voice against this cultural aggression and 
pressurize the central authorities for returning back the state 
archaeological finds and other antiquities. The state legislature 
needs also to amend such laws paving way for the return of 
such princeless materials. On local level the available materials 
also require proper attention and preservation. 


Gurveith settlement 
After the major numismatic discovery from Barthana 
Qamarwari, the department of Archives, Archaeology 
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and Museums has come up, with one more remarkable 
archaeological discovery. The ancient settlement was found in. 
the Gurveith forest range in the Badgam district spread along 
the banks of the Shaliganga Nullah in several terraces. The 
settlement is believed to have flourished in the earlier centuries 
of Christian era. 

The trial diggings conducted here by the concerned 
department revealed baked terracotta tile pavements, grey 
ware pottery and earthern water pipes. . 

The site as well as the unearthened material had 
great historical, and cultural significance. The investigations 
conducted by the departmental experts have revealed many 
interesting things. 

The site investigations revealed the settlers’ choice 
of an upper land for their settlement. They had chosen a fine 
location on the banks of Shaliganga where they had easy 
access to the waters of the Nallah. They avoided to settle in 
the plains because of the danger of floods. In order to avoid 
these difficulties the Gurveith settlers looked to have preferred 
a plateau for their settlement. 

Most of the settlements of this period -in Kashmir had 
flourished on upper lands and along river banks. It suggests 
that either plain were under water or got disturbed frequently 
by the floods. The Kashmir valley in ancient times as recorded 
in its classical literatures was a vast lake and it took thousands 
of years to get dried up. This is also evident from the fact that 
none of these ancient settlements had been found in its plains. 
The early historical settlements viz. Harwan, Hionar, Hutnur 
etc. ‘have all been discovered on plateaus and riverbanks. The 
Gurvieth discovery has once again led us to believe that during 
those periods the valley plains were not suitable for human 


habitation. 

The presen 
not indicate anything clear- 
purpose of such tile pavemen 
Such pavements had also been 


ce of baked terra-cotta pavements did 
cut. What would have been the 
ts is not properly established. 
found earlier at Harwan and 
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Dardkote sites. Some experts believed that these pavements 
were for religion purpose. 

The tiles exhumed from the site are in various shapes 
and sizes. One of the tiles measured 36cm x 49cm. The face 
of the tiles carried, besides geometrical and floral designs, the 
motif of Swastika and Khorishti numerals. 

Swastika is the symbolic representation of Buddhist 
culture. It had earlier been identified on various prehistoric 
archaeological materials of South-Asia and on a few tribal 
coinages of north India. “It is for the first time when man has 
come across this motif, existing on the Kashmir terre cottas. It 
has attributed this site to Buddhists and when trial excavations 
are conducted here, it is expected to reveal some ruins of 
Buddhist structures too,” say MH Makhdoomi, the Dy. Director 
Archives, Archaeology and Museums. 

The Kharoshti numerals stamped on these tiles were 
probably put by the craftsmen who manufactured these tiles so 
that “while laying these, the order of the tiles is maintained. It 
indicated that tiles were not laid in haphazard manner but set 
patterns were followed. 

The discovery of earthen water pipes suggested that 
the settlement had been an advanced one and settlers were 
not only knowing the skill of manufacturing water pipes but 
even good experts in carring water from one place to other 
through these pipes. 

The trial digging of the site has been taken up and it is 
expected that when excavation process is completed it would 
add yet another glorious period to our ancient history. 


Is Wangdoor a genuine archaeological site? 

Since 1996 state government has not yet decided 
whether to accord necessary declaration to the archaeological 
site of Vangdoor Pahalgam as stately protected monument. It 
learnt that the archaeological authorities have been wavering 
to move any such proposal to get it declared as the protected 
’ archaeological monuments with in the meaning of ancient 
monuments preservation act Sumvet 1977. Sources in 
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archaeology department say that experts of the department 
have got some doubts about its being a genuine archaeological 
site. They allege that the site was not unearthened by any 
trained archaeologist and its finds were not shown to the 
subject experts. Since its discovery in 1995, no sample of 
the remains were ever sent to any scientific laboratory for the 
carbon dating of its findings. 

The state archaeology authorities say that they have 
no such proposal under consideration to get the site declared 
as State protected one. 

They felt lack of required data and archaeological 
reasoning of the site to submit in support of their 
recommendations to government. Experts on the other hand 
have been advocating for investigating the matter. The site 
was not declared as state protected monument. They felt it will 
be a big fraud with Kashmir archaeology if the site is proved 
a fabricated one. They have been stressing for appointing an 
expert panel to re-investigate findings of the so-claimed site 
and suggested that the finding be got scientifically tested. 

It is in place to mention that in 1996, the then state 
Archives Director Mr. Ghulam Mohi-ud-Din has claimed to 
have discovered.human settlement of earlier historic period 
at Wangdoor near Pahalgam during a drive of finding new 
historic sites. Three terra-cotta tiles (backed bricks) were also 
recovered and brought to Srinagar. These were exhibited in 
the archaeology gallery of SPS Museum at Lal Mandi. 

Although media persons were not taken to the 
discovered human settlement site but few of these brick’s 
were shown to them in the museum. One of these bricks 
measured 19 cms x 25 cms. It depicted some crudely stamped 
figure identified by the excavator as Lord Siva in Bhairva dee 
wearing a garland of skulls around the neck. The excavator's 
observations stated it as early archaeological Spare 
showing Shivism flourished in Lidder valley of P mkten : 
Was also declared a big archaeological achievement | some 
its kind unearthened in the valley. The site was then enliste 


60 DISCOVERIES OF KASHMIR 


as an archaeological site and casual monument Chowkidar 
was also appointed for the watch and ward of the site. Since 
the recovery of these three baked bricks, it is learnt that no 
systematic excavation were carried at the spot. Ironically only 
after few months the Chowkidar was also disbanded with out 
serving any notice to him. Six years passed the department is 
yet to sumbit any excavation report of the site and not a single 
sample of the site was sent for carbon dating to any scientific 
laboratory. 

The utter neglect and putting the proposal into 
forgotten files have also added a lot to this confused discovery. 
What is wrong and what is right a layman cannot judge. It is the 
responsibility of those scholars who are qualified to undertake 
such scientific studies. 

The recent archaeological history of the land is over 
emphasized, which presents a series of perplexing contrasts 
and problems Authorities at the helm of affairs whether 
bureaucrats or ministers should in good faith encourage such 
experts, which can investigate such archaeological matters. 
Otherwise the non-professionals for their self, interests and 
fame shall not hesitate in playing such jokes with Kashmir 
Cultural heritage! 


A marvel called Hariparbat 

Ram Chandra Kak was not wrong when he in his 
monumental book, The ancient monuments of Kashmir wrote 
that all the people who visit Kashmir do not come here to see- 
the natural beauty some take with them the taste of intellectual 
nature and visit the land to see the beauty of works of man, 
both modern and ancient. li included wonderful monuments of 
massive stones and wood and other handicrafts. However, the 
state’s tourist industry never could expand beyond the limits .of 
the scenic beauty of the land. 

It is not that we have nothing to offer to our tourist 
except the natural beauty. The glory of ‘human works of 
Kashmir are no less enchanting as are the monuments of 
Jaipur arid Delhi. 
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The history of human works in Kashmir is very old 
perhaps too old as its human civilization is. It emerges from 
the cave pits of Burzhama and Gufkeral and while crossing 
various stages of development reached in medieval period) 
into massive stone works. During Sulateeni and Mughal period 
the brick and wood dominated the building construction culture. 
These works of man are exhibited across the valley in shape 
of its glorious monuments, which if promoted can be no less 
attractive to the tourists. 

Long before there were several proposals before the 
government to exploit the tourist potential of the monuments of 
Kashmir. Once the government-proposed to hold a international 
Buddhist conference at the monumental site of Parishpora. 
The state government has also decided to declare the hill 
of Hariparbat as the heritage hill but none of the tasks could 
succeed and later these proposals went-info files of forgotten 
one’s. 

Hariparbat with its glorious spiritual and architectural 
monuments could have been a leading heritage site provided 
the hill is declared as heritage site and the basic infrastructure 
is being provided there to the tourist. The shrine of Sheikh 
Hamza Makhdoomi (RA) Pattan Fort, Nagar, Nagar.Rampart, 
Sharika Temple like sites are all situated either in the tap of the 
hill or on the top of the mountain. Besides their monuments 
Akhun Mullah Shah-Mosque is of exception nature which was 
built by Dara Shukoh in the name of his master Akhun Mulla. 
It is said that Shah Jehan Mughal emperor came In contact 
with the saint and invited him to the valley after the death of his 
preceptor. He came to the valley and settled in Srinagar. The 
popularity of the saint reached to Dara Shukoh and Jaha Ara. 
They both, brother and sister, were impressed and became 
his follower. For the regious merit of his muridl Shah desired a 
mosque to be built with a Madrassa. Accordingly Dara ‘Shaken 
with the concurrence of the emperor (Shah Jehan) ae 
mosque with the Madrassa on the slope of.Hariparbat hl 


below the Zairat of Makhdoom Sahib. 
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The mosque is built on a terrace raised by subterranean 
vaulted cells on the north of the mosque, series of orchid cell 
were built for the students and the main entrance to the mosque 
is laid for away below the terrace. The proper mosque is double 
storyed and built on a raised plinth. The core of the building is 
built in brick and the interior and exterior arc embellished with 
gray polished stones. The back and sides of the mosque are 
also embellished with grey polished stones. The backsides of 
the mosque are also embellished, with recessed arches. The 
central courtyard is open to sky. The water pond meant for 
ablution is built on the terrace away from the mosque. 

It is’ believed that the Dara Shakoh also built a school 
of astrology namely Pari Mahal for his tutor Mulla AKhun Shah 
to the front directin of mosque on Zabar Wan Hills. 


Defunct research units 

The shortage of published literature on Kashmir art 
and archaeology for the last few decades have been felt badly 
by its readers. The earlier prestigious works of European 
vand local authors and scholar had mostly disappeared from 
the markets. Maximum books on these subjects have gone 
out of print and if there is any such publication available, its 
prices had touched the sky. A common man or a student 
can hardly offer such huge prices to purchase a book. On 
the other hand the concerned publishers and institutions are 
making no effort to reprint the same. Institutions have also 
failed to bring out new works on the subject. There could be 
only two reasons, either we lack in talent and expertise or our 
institutions do not encourage professionals to produce such 
books and catalogues. Whatever the reasons, it is clear that 
this utter neglect of these subjects has kept people in general 
and students in particular away from studying the rich cultural 
heritage of their land and people. The dirth of such literature 
has also effected the foreign tourists. 

In February 1999, a Swiss based team arrived at 
Srinagar. They included world-renowned hill skiers, students 
and scholars during their stay in Srinagar. They also had a 
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chance to visit several heritage sites besides SPS Museum Lal 
Mandi, Srinagar. Fortunately, in the SPS museum | met the team 
and attended them in various art galleries and archaeological 
sites of the state. The team headed by George Ortise (state 
guest) showed a deep interest in the heritage collections of the 
institutions. What | observed, the foreigners were very much 
fascinated by the glory of Kashmiri sculptures. They took keen 
interest in Kashmir bronzes; coins and other handicrafts. The 
team asked for a guidebook, which | could not afford to them 
because of the non-availability. 

Even the leading booksellers of Srinagar showed their 
helplessness. Earlier | had came across few copies of ancient 
monuments of Kashmir by R.C Kak in a local book-shop but 
this time | was told that the book was printed decades ago by 
a Delhi based publisher and now it is out of print. The darbar 
publication, “A handbook of SPS Museum” by R C Kak had 
also met the same fate. 

The handbook was prepared by R C Kak at Srinagar 
and was printed by Thacker Spink and Co at Calcutta in 1925. 
It was the publication of Kashmiri darbar and all rights were 
reserved to darbar. The same book was reprinted by the state 
government in 1977. This handbook was stocked in state 
museum where its copies were being sold to the museum 
visitors. R C Kak the veteran archaeologist in his handbook had 
illustrated few selected sculptures and coins. ‘It had became 
so popular that dozens of copies were sold to foreigners in 
the state museum daily’ told a retired museum official, the 
official claimed that during his service span the hand book of 
the museum reached then to maximum foreign scholars who 
visited the institution till 1980. Since then the book is out of 
stock and there was no effort by this institution to re-print it. 
There has been no such effort since 1977 to publish Ss 
single booklet, not to speak of catalogue which is a soe) 
work. All collections of the museum, which is the ci is 
our rich cultural heritage are unpublished and pot i 

If research units in museums are to be made func’ 
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these have to be freed from the clutches of anti-professionals 
bureaucracy lobby. This can be done-only by the interference 
of the apex body of the state like honorable chief minister. 


Reviving Kashmir archaeology 

The recent appointment of Muhammad Hussain 
Makhdoomi as new Director Archives Archaeology and 
Museums although is considered a late decision but most 
welcome one. It looked as if government has now realized to 
revive the shambled archaeological activities of the land. The 
department has reached a stage where it was to close down 
its functions. The authorities felt that it was not feasible to 
allow the continued mess to govern the prestigious institution. 
Makhdoomiis among such few departmental experts, which has 
ability to put the department back to its order. He is a learned 
archaeologist and has to his credit several archaeological 
achievements. He has been serving in the department from 
very beginning but since nineties he along-with other experts 
had no say in the affairs of the department. 

Historians, archaeologist, | numismatists and 
musecologist have great ex-expectations from this learned 
archaeologist and they believe promotion of archaeological 
researches and conservation’s of nations cultural properties 
would be among his priorities. 

Karl Gil Kar Ba Dasti Najar has become the order 
of the department since it passed into the hands of non- 
professionals. The archaeological wealth of the land that has 
been discovered and conserved by veteran archaeologists 
has to suffer a set back. Where in other, states archaeological 
monuments had been made to boost up their tourist industry, the 
land has lost even its archaeological concept. Archaeological 
and museum activities had stopped functioning. The research 
and conservation cells turned into shambles. The princeless 
cultural materials housed in its museums and repositories 
deteriorated. Lands monumental glory has been vanishing. The 
experts had been made an idle lots with no assignments. The 
department has no catalogue of its collections. The land during 
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the period had lost numerous archaeological treasures. 

During the period no archaeological excavations and 
explorations were carried anywhere in the state. The agency 
has been maintaining 29 archaeological monuments. These 
were declared as state protected in early eighties. Since 1986 
not a single monument could be declared as protected one. 
With in the meaning of ancient monuments preservation act 
sumvet 1977. 

About a dozen of historic sites and archaeological 
monuments stand identified. These required to be brought 
under protection net. These included ruins of a temple at 
Devesar-Kulgam, ancestral house of Sha’ir Kashmir Peerzada 
Ghulam Ahmad Mehjoor at Mitrgam, Pulwama, Mughal shrine 
of Thagh Baba Sahib at Safa Kadal, Srinagar and others 
but not a single proposal could be moved to administrative 
department to get these sites notified. The proposed work 
of documentation and cataloging of archaeological materials 
housed in its museums also could not be taken into the hands 
despite of available experts. 

The experts of the department were left with no 
alternative other than to become the mere spectators of all 
this mess created by head of the department. They alleged 
that archaeology department heads in conspiracy with few 
administrative officials had made the department hostage. 
‘We have been treating the archaeological treasure of the land 
as cultural properties of the nation’ but we never thought a 
time will reach when these would become the properties of 
their keepers i.e. what has happened in the nineties says the 
experts. Administratively speaking lacs of rupees were wasted 
in the name of electrification and beatification of SPS Museum 
at Lal Mandi in Srinagar. But still there is no light no water seen 
in the museum complex. i 

Experts say that that these people have their own 
priorities. Department has proved a golden mine for them. 
Since they lived in small huts before taking of the department. 
Every one of those lived those days in big palaces alleges its 
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experts. Where from they earned this money is a big question 
before? Is any one in government to verify their assets. 
Government can appoint a committee of archaeology 
experts to investigate cultural treasures of the archaeology 
department vis-a-vis the assets collected by its ex-directors. If 
it is sincere to the cultural heritage of the land and its people. 


The grave of Sultan Sadur-u-din 

Various archaeologists and researchers have been 
stressing upon concerned departments to declare the, grave of 
Sultan Sadar-u-din and Khangah Bulbul Shah at Bulbul Lanker 
Srinagar as state protect heritage site. These experts view that 
the site has a great historical and architectural value, but it 
is not maintained properly. The unchecked human vandalism 
and enchroachments have over-showeded the architectural 
glory of the Khanqanh. The entire site is over crowded with huge 
and high constructions. The site where the first mosque on this 
land was founded, infact requires proper attention. The place 
in itself is a written history which reminds us of those days, 
when the first Aza’an (calling Muslims for prayers) sounded 
from the then high Meenar of the Mosque. However, lack of 
proper conservation, timely repairs and alternations could not 
preserve The Khanqah to reach to us in its original form and, the 
Khangah which today exits here looks a later development. 

As per historical records the site is being said the 
first place where Jamia Mosque of Kashmir was built and first 
regular prayer meetings were offered. The site with which was 
attached langar (free kitchen) had also served the base institute 
of Islamic learning and teaching under able soft sainted scholar 
Syed Sharief-ud-Din alias Bulbul Shah in early years of the 
14th century A.D. Historians believe that prior to setting up of 
massive Khangah Moula at Zaina Kadal, by Sultan Sikendar, 
the propagation of Muslim faith was initiated by Syed Sharief- 
u-Dm from Bulbul Lanker, The (Lanker. is the corrupt t form of 
longer which means free kitchen). 

Syed Sharief-u-Dini is said to had set up here a 
Muslim institution where Kashmiri students were being given 
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Islamic education. The Syed had also established a longer. 
For meeting up the daily expenses of .the free kitchen, the 
Sultan of the time had put some villages of Pargana Nagam 
at the disposal of the institution. The historical importance of 
Bulbul Lanker is also endorsed by this fact that it has provided 
(although for very short period) bases for establishment of 
Muslim Sultanate. As recorded, Rigyal Bu Richen a Ladakhi 
prince had come to Kashmir and settled here. The prince was 
successful in usurping the throne of Kashmir and became its 
ruler in 1320 A.D. 

Since he was a Buddhist, Kashmiri nobility hesitated 
to accept him as their ruler and at the same time refused to 
enfold-him in his Kashmiri, Brahmanism hence he embraced 
Islam at the hands of Syed Sharief-u-Din Bulbul Shah. The 
Sultan as a token of respect and reverence to his spiritual 
guide constructed a nice Khanqah at his grave, which happens 
to be the first Knanqah of Kashmir. In year 1323 AD when 
Sultan Sadar-u-Din (Adopted name) passed away he was too 
buried in the premises of the Khanqah. Syed Sharief-u-Din 
Bulbul Shah, was a soft sainted scholar of Suharwardi order, 
who came to Kashmir in 1301 A.D during the reign of Raja 
Suhadeva. 

Although no antiquity of the past is reported from the 
site, except the grave of the first Sultan of Kashmir and the 
Khanqah of Bulbul Shah: The Khanqah as said, was earlier built 
by Sultan Sudar-u-Din and it served as a Jamia Masjid upto 
1904. The Khanqah reveals a long tale of atrocities committed 
at the hands both of man and nature. The basic structure of 
this Khangah was three-stroyed wooden structure. 

In year 1604 AD it was destroyed by fire, it was soon 
reconstructed by the followers of the saint. The Khanqah is 
said to was secure in its classic style upto 1620 AD. As records 
Malik Haider Chadura. Bates, the European traveler who 
arrived in 1872 saw the original wooden Khangah in dilapidated 
condition. The Knanqah was resorted several times, presently 
it has single storey with five small tombs at the four corner of 
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it. 

The grave of Sultan Shadar-ud-Din was identified 
by a European travels is in the premises of the shrine and is 
represented by a stone inscription installed on the grave by 
archaeology department. 

The holy site to which a great historical significance is 
attached needs to be declared as state important monument. 


Musicians on terra-cotta tiles of Harwan 

The findings of terracotta tiles from Harwan in 1925 
has been a very significant discovery in the archaeological 
history of Kashmir. Its maximum exhumed materials consisted 
of various terra-cotta tiles bearing very interesting series of 
motifs. Its few tiles bear such motifs, which are informative for 
the musicians. It provides first hand knowledge of few musical 
instruments, which were being used in ancient times. 

In one of the such tiles on the front side is shown a group 
of musicians playing various musical instruments. Although the 
tabla is very clear on it but Vena and some other instrument 
is a bit crudely stamped. The another tile depicts a dancer 
wearing big earnings. It holds a piece of cloth most probably 
a Kashmiri shawl in her hands. Its towsers are tight at bottom. 
Dancer holds his right leg up and faces towards left. The entire 
scene reflects:her in a dancing pose. The male dancer in our 
contemporary musicians whom we call Bachikut looks a very 
accurate imitation of this figure. The motif has been placed in 
low relief on the tile in a rectangle frame. One another tile of - 
Harwan shows a dancer beating a dram, which is placed to the 
front of the figure. The right hand holds some sort of stick. The 
musician looks using her both hands in playing of the dram. 
Such motifs on these tiles have added new information's to the 
historians of music and takes the music back to the Kushan 
period to which period Harwan finds are dated. _ 

Kalhana while tracing the antiquity of music, writes 
that musical parties were \earlier held at religions places, 
during the period of Raja Jaluk about one hundred dancers 
were attached with. Jasti Ishwar temple and used to entertain 
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huge crowds by their sweet voices. At one other place in 
Rajtarangni Kalhana records an incident of Lalitaditya he says 
that once Raja Lalitaditya who was on his way of hunting, saw 
two young girls singing in dancing pose the Raja stopped his 
horse and inquired about the purpose of their singing, the 
young girls told him that they belong to a group of professional 
singers and had came there to practice their art. It is said that 
the art of music got promoted in the darbar's of Rajas and 
Maharajas. The Raja used to held meeting of musicians where 
the different artists were demonstrating their art Deepa Mela, 
Rat in Mala and Nurp Mala have been the famous singers of 
their times. Budshah promoted this art and introduced several 
new instruments whom he adopted from central Asia. The art 
took new turn in the period of Chaks, Sultan Hussian Shah and 
Yousuf Shah used to hold the musical weeks in their respective 

darbars. As Yousuf Shah Chak himself was a poet of repute he 

invited singers in his darbar and encouraged them by granting 

financial assistance’s. This period is marked by various types 

of music, which from cities and towns flourished to the villages. 

It was the period of Habba Khatoon who besides being a 

poetess also used to sing her songs in her melody voice. The 

art introduced few new types and instruments. The music 

came into known in different forms, like classical sofiyana and 

folk music. ; 

Although it was sofiyana music which dominated the 
classical ages but with the introduction of few new trends 
into folk music the folk got wide representation. The Chakri, 
Ruff, Wanwun, Nind Buth, Lala Pad and Ladi Shah like types 
got promoted under the roof of folk music. It also provided 
room to the light sufiana songs and today we have number of 
albums available in Kashmir folk while the classical has turned 


extremely rare. 


Unrecorded materials f 7 
G M D Sofi in his Tarikh, “Kashmir states that, a 


remarkable set of twenty four large paintings on cotton are 
preserved in the Indian section of the Victoria and Albert 
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Museum, south Kensington, London. These have been made 
in Kashmir about the middle of the sixteenth century. While 
_giving description of these pictures, he writes these paintings 
on cotton are said to have been illustrations of a manuscript 
book of stories which has not been preserved. The subjects 
comprise of many battles and scenes of blood shed. The most 
pleasing and best preserved composition represents a central 
garden plot with Chinar trees and a highly decorated palace 
in the Iranian style; cranes are seen flying above. The rocky 
scenery found on these paintings are the pictures connected 
with Kashmir. While assessing the dates Sofi writes: These 
works may be conjectured to have been executed in Kashmir 
between 1540 and 1551, when Mirza Haider Daughlat was 
in the valley. There are several landscape paintings reported 
housed in other European museums. These were exhibited in 
the British Empire exhibition of 1924. 

Besides, a number of rare hand written books 
(manuscripts), calligraphy specimen also went -outside 
the state, some of them are believed to have been sold by 
individuals against handsome money to the foreigners. There 
are reports that few of such manuscripts were earlier offered 
for sale to local cultural institutions but these institutions could 
not pay the offered sum with the result these objects went 
outside the state. Few rare and ancient copies of Rajtarangni 
and other Kashmir chronicles produced in the valley are these 
days preserved in several foreign museums and institutions. A 
nice copy of Shahnama of Firdusi copied in Kashmiri Qaleen 
is said to be preserved in England. 

It is not so easy to get such copies back. But an effort 
has to be made to get a microfilm or photographs of these 
copies. A few yeas back, the J&K academy of art, culture 
and languages made survey of such objects and collected 
some photocopies of several Kashmir made paintings and 
manuscripts. 


Persian Past 
Elders, even less educated one’s are well aware of 
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the status of Persian language. At times you would watch 
them singing the lyrics and couplets of Persian books. Persian 
works like Gulistan-e-Bustan, Pandnama, Karima Nami Haq, 
Shahnama, Masnavi Roomi and Devani Hafiz were very 
popular in Kashmiri madrassas and maktabas. 

“These Persian works would really be strange for 
youngsters but not for us’, claims one Peer Shamas-u-Din, a 
turban headed elderly man. He believes that the meaning and 
context of education has undergone a great change. In the 
present scenario, says Peer, stress is laid on learning English 
in and hardly any attention is paid towards the learning of 
classical languages and literature. The Maktaba and madrassa 
culture has collapsed and on their debris Anglo-Indian styled 
institutions have emerged. He holds responsible the newly 
growing educational culture for the destruction of centuries old 
glorious traditions of Kashmir. While remembering the golden 
days of Maktabas he says that in those institution stress was 
on learning the lessons of morality and ethics through virtues 
of literature and philosophy. Persian was compulsory and all 
other subjects were in this sweet language. This rich language 
was a treasure for learning the great virtues. Unfortunately, 
the language, which cultivated and nourished great men of 
Kashmir, has been ruthlessly dethroned by these modern 
institutions. . 

History reveals that Kashmiri rulers introduced this 
Iranian language here in 14th century AD. Mughal, Durrani, 
Sikh and even Dogra Maharajas cultivated and nurtured 
it. It did become not only the official language but even the 
language of educated classes and the elite as well. It found its 
way into villages, where the peers and Pandits revered it with 
dedication. Hundreds of Persian manuscripts are still well pre- 
served with these families. It was so patronized that Kashmiri 
students switched over to the study of Persian irrespective of 
any distinction. 

However, it also reac 
Sanskrit, it went down. Expe 


hed a stage where from, like 
rt view popularity of Urdu and 
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English as the prime cause for the collapse of Persian. The 
language once had replaced Sanskrit and on its turn got 
replaced by Urdu and English. Although it struggled very hard 
but could not stand to the growing thirst of learning English. 
It could continue till late sixties but not with that glory. The 
Persian Deewans, which once were the craze of madrasas 
and maktaba, gradually found their place in Museum exhibits. 
Hundreds of Persian books and literary manuscripts are 
now being preserved in museums and libraries of the state. 
There are also count-less such glorious works seen in the 
showcases of SPS Museum at Lal Mandi with open pages 
waiting anxiously for their patrons to come. The representative 
works include Gulistani Saeedi, Deevani Hafiz, Bahir-i-Tavel, 
Sikander Nama and Shahnama Firdousi. Centuries old, these 
manuscripts are written on Kashmiri paper with Kashmiri ink 
in stylish order. A rare copy of Shahnama of Kashmiri qalam 
is written on Kashmiri paper. There are four columns on each 
page. The book contains four hundred forty eight leaves. Its 
significance lies in the fact that it carries twenty-one miniature 
paintings on its pages. The miniature paintings depict various 
battle and Shahi scenes. 

The hand-written copies of Shahnama are extremely 
rare. The state museum houses only one such copy. The 
writer's name, due to its dilapidated form, could not be traced. 

However, the date of its publication is very clear below 
the Haashiya of the last leaf given in Persian words, which 
reads Zil-Hajj, 1258 AH. The copy is recorded to have been 
purchased by the museum in 1930. 


Shrines of Thag Baba Sahib 

_In Kashmir there are some monuments and historical 
structures still unidentified and far away from the preservation 
net. The masterpieces, which have been pushed into the 
oblivion, bear an architectural and_ historical significance 
and stand live evidences of the Kashmir's glorious cultural 
and architectural history. There is an urgent need to identify 
such places and bring them under the aegis of the concerned 
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monuments’ preservation authority. 

From this lot of forgotten monuments is a masterpiece 
of Badshahi type baked-brick work. It is the shrine of Sheikh 
Ibrahim (RA) popularly known as Thagh Baba (RA) Sahib. A 
small but a glorious architectural piece of late Mughal period 
is seen in utter neglect at the left bank of river Jnelum at Shah 
Mohalla, Safa Kadal. The single chambered shrine, basically, 
is a mausoleum, which, as per local belief, houses the mortal 
remains of the saint and his other disciples. Internally the 
mausoleum has eight graves in two rows of four. These are 
covered over by a magnificent set of black marble tombstones, 
which represent a high degree of craftsmanship. The pattern 
on which the tombstones are laid is very astonishing. The 
joints, which existed between the actual grave and the tomb, 
stone arc quite visible to the extent that a thread passes easily 
through these joints. Legend goes that two men holding the 
two extreme ends of a piece of thread, while inserting it from 
one end of the gap that existed between the actual grave and 
its tomb stone, would take it to the other end with-out any 
obstruction. Many devotees of the shrine have experienced 
it. “I have practiced this wonder several times with my friend 
Mushtaq Ahmad,” says Bashir Ahmad, a local resident. Several 
other locals claim the same and say that each time the inserted 
thread passes through the gap from one end to other end 
easily. One wonders on what rests, the weight of these large 
tombs stones. It is quite strange and curios to believe but it is 
a reality. The tombstones on these graves are imposed yy a 
wonderful mechanism, which seems to be unbelievable. This 
well advanced and well-ornamented set of tombstones Is not 
seen anywhere else,” believe the experts. This type Is a bit 
relevant to the tombstones of Mughal mausoleums of Delhi, 


Agra and Lahore. 

The other five graves seen In the row belong to 
the saint's disciples. These graves also bear wonderful 
gravestones, of terra-cotta type, rarely seen anywhere. “We 
have heard of terra-cotta tiles, figures and pottery but to hear 
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about a terra-cotta tomb stones is quite amazing”, says an 
archaeologist. 

The Pirs grave is marked by its high and nicely 
ornamented grave stone. The graves inside the chamber 
are imposed on a terrace, the border of which also bears 
ornamentation’s in floral designs. 

The square chambered shrine itself is imposed on 
a nicely formed terrace. The chamber of the mausoleum is 
formed of highly polished baked Badshahi bricks. The external 
walls have been given such a glazing finish that even joints 
are not visible. The chamber has also some arched ventilators, 
two on each corner. 

The entrance to the chamber, as usual, is from 
southern side. Presently the structure is roofed unskillfully and 
it looks as if no set pattern has been followed while restoring 
its roof. Originally the shrine had a doomed type roof which, of 
late, has crumbled externally but internally its traces are quite 
visible and seem to be waiting for the fall of the chamber. 

As per the local legend the shrine has been constructed 
by Aurangzeb Alamgir who is also believed to have raised a 
stone tomb on the grave of Akhun Mullah Tayub (RA), situated 
only few yards away from this shrine. 

The genius Mughal emperor is said to have constructed 
about 500 Khanqahs, Mosques and Hamams in-Kashmir. The 
king had a great regard for sofis and saints. 

The Akhund Mulla Tayub (RA) and Sheikh Ibrahim 
(RA) were the celebrated saints of their times. Mulla Tayub 
(RA), who served the spiritual guide for Sheikh Ibrahim, himself 
was a disciple of Abul Fukra Baba Naseeb-ud-din Gani (RA) 
of Bijbehara. Historian, Hassan traces his origin of being a 
Sayyied as: 

Ai Ki Purse Zi Vasil-e-Syyed Ma Sheikh-ul-Din Hadi Inam 
Bigo 

Hassan in his Asarul Khayr has recorded a curious 
incident of the Pir and his mureed. He states that once Mulla 
Tayub (RA) was telling one of his disciples that he would 
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be attending him in another mosque after the Asar prayers. 
Sheikh, who was also present in a corner, heard it and went to 
that mosque before his Pir. In the mosque he secretly covered 
himself under a mat. The Mulla entered to mosque and started 
his spiritual practice to his attending mureeds. However the 
pir felt some internal disruption (Batani Khalil). He searched 
the mosque and found the Sheikh under the cover of the 
mat. He told him, you Thagh (robber) you have robbed me 
of my spirituality. He then titled him as Thagh. The legend 
accounts that since then the Sheik assumed this title and is 
still recognized by it. Later he is said to have followed Islam 
shariah strictly and used to offer five-time-prayers. When he 
left for heavenly abocd he was laid to rest at this place and a 
fine tomb was built over his grave. 

Although the shrine is a small one but represents the 
grace of brick-and-stone work. Unfortunately, at present, the 
shrine has turned as aneglected monument. Th government as 
well as the people of the locality too has turned indifferent to it. 
The carelessness has encouraged boundless encroachments 
from all it sides, which has been causing an alarm to the 
structure. Its walls are broken redlime plaster vanished and 
ornamentations collapsed. The raising dome is externally 
fallen to ground. However, has been covered over by a roof in 
recent past but that is quite in disregard with the structure. 

The structure being rare monument features require 
proper restoration and conservation. The agencies looking 
after the cultural wealth of the state should come forward and 
prepare a master plan to restore the shrine and bring it under 


their own control. 


Dards and Greece 

Few days back | met . 
Srinagar. They told me that in 
valley they mh see men and women with more sound and 
tall bodies. | could at once guess that they have seen some 
Kuhistani people that are also known to west by the pkey 
Darad. | told them yes those are Dards living originally on hilly 


group of Greek travellers in 
onamarg area of the frontier 
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places. ‘Dards'! They were a bit puzzled, because such people 
also live in Greece, as they told. They said, people generally 
with such body treatment and features do live in some parts 
of Greece and are called by the name of Dardana. | was, for 
a movement, surprised but then could understand that there 
is nothing so to get confused during the invasion of Alexander 
the great, several Greek soldiers are believed to have settled 
in Indian frontier while some people are said to have migrated 
to other places. During the occupation of Bactrian and Indo- 
Greeks several Greek princes are said have arrived to Dardistan 
and Kashmir. Apollodotus and Menandar’s coins are being 
found here in good number: One of these rulers's is also said 
to have held discussions with Buddhists Monks of Kashmir in 
this country. In this context the travel of Dard tribes to the lands 
of Greek during the above mentioned periods could have been 
possible. The movement is believed to had been facilitated by 
the circumstances of the time. 

Migration of the people from one place to other has 
not been new thing as Kashmiris has got settled in several 
eastern and western countries of the globe and the process 
still continues. The migration of some Dard and Hindustan 
origin people to the countries of Persian and Roman Empire 
during the Greek occupation of the land cannot be ruled out. 
There can be Dard origin people living in Greek. Although the 
people might have forgotten their language and culture but 
there body features and social traditions makes them different 
from Grecians. 

Greeks included the name of the Dard country the 
whole mountainous tract between the Hindu Kush and the 
frontiers of India proper. Accordingly, this tract embracing Astor, 
Bunji, Chilas, Gilget, Hunza, Nagar, Punial, Yasin and Chitral 
have been known to outsiders as Dardistan. However, this 
description is not accurate as it includes such parts also which 
do not full under Dard occupation. . Sir George says of Dards 
as very ancient tribe. They are spoken of in Sanskrit literature 
as Darad or Darada, which frequently had appeared not only 
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in geographical works but in epics and Puranas, Kalhana has 
referred them under the name of Daradas and mentions them 
as inhabiting the country where we now find the-shins who at 
present day are called Dards. The area corresponds to Chitral, 
Chilas, Gilget & Drass. These people are also called by the 
name of Kuhistani and bear heavy and broad physical features 
they are toll arid speak Dardi or Sinhese. Kashmiri or Koshur, 
which is the language of valley, Kishtwar, Baderwah and few 
parts of Poonch, Mirpur and Muzafarabad areas are said 
have a Dardic basis although it has got influenced by Indo- 
Aryan language but this is being said only dardic language 
that has a rich literature. The Dard influence is not found only 
in languages but in social aspects too and these people are 
known to the Kashmiris by the name of Kuhistani people. A 
man who possess heavy body features and is dressed heavily 
is being referred as Kuhistani man. On the other side these 
people are very brave and faithful. They had served in army 
and administration in different periods of the history. In this 
context Grecian royal armies might had also appointed the 
youths of Darad and taken them with to their places that is how 
even in 20th century AD, the name Dardana is very familiar in 
Greece. 


Numismatic links across Kabul 

Besides other political, religious and cultural links 
there exist a long and deep numismatic link between Kashmir 
and Kabul. Numismatists and archaeologists have recorded 
numerous ancient Greek, Bactrian Greek, Indo-Greek, 
Scythian, Parthian, Kushan and Hindu Coins from the lands 
of Kashmiris and Pakhtoons. Thousands of coins of Muslim 
Sultans of Gaznavi Mughal and Durrani rulers of Kabul and 
Kandhar mints have also been found in Kashmir. The discovery 
of such coins speaks of deep numismatic links the land had 
with, Kabul. These ancient links expanded when Afghans in 
year I753 AD made their political entry into Kashmir the history 
tells us that Afghan made their entry into Kashmir under the 
able leaderships of Anmad Shah Abdali. He was invited here 
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by the then local nobility who as per historical records had got 
disturbed by the oppressive, and tyrant polices of few later 
Mughal governors. While reaching Shopiyan they defeated the 
Mughal forces which enabled them to held the land for about 
66 years. 

Kashmiris were not so happy with their polices, as 
report various historians of that period, however despite 
their unliked political and administrative policies, Afghanis 
did no less effort in promoting cultural and numismatic links. 
They promoting Persian literature and Made it their official 
language. There all coins are inscribed in Persian legends. 
They enhanced the local mints and introduced a regular series 
of couplet type coins. Their gold coins are known as Mohur 
and weighs 170 grains. They kept the same weight for rupees, 
Which they struck in silver while their copper Falus weighed not 
less than 250 grains, Like Mughal coins Afghan coins are best 


S bear. 
Hukum Shud Az Qadir 
Bachu Ba Ahmad Bad Shah 
Sikah Zen Bar Seem Zar 
Z ‘ Auj Mahi Ta Ba Hah 
ullaman Shah coins carry, 
ae? Wa Zar Ra Sarfarazi Ra. Wa re Khrushed Mah 
Fi Shine Shahanshah-e-Dawran Sulaiman Shah. 
of Timur Shah depict the following couplet: 
it Sikah Timur Shah Nizam 
Khuda-Wa Rasool (SAW). : 
Ntulers have placed their respective 
their coins. let 
aVe given way to the following couplet. 
Shud Rushsan Jahan ppt Tar Az. ‘ 
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Khurshid Wa Mah’ 
Az Shaie Sikah Ayoub Shah 

Almost all such Persian couplets are written in nice 
calligraphy styles and carried the praises for their respective 
issues. Several coins of Afghanis are also known which were 
issued here in the names of two patron saints of Kashmir such 
coins have carried the following couplets. 

Sika Shud Roshan Az Shah Noor-ud-din (RA) 

Ra-ieg Az Makhdoom Qutub-ul-Arifeen (RA) 

Afghan coins of other mints that included Kabul, 
Peshawar, Derajat and Multan are also found here. 

Although Lahore Museum Catalogues have 
documented most of the Afghan coins found in Punjab and 
Peshawar but Afghan coins found in Kashmir are yet to be 
documented. There is no written record of their coins anywhere 
in Kashmir. Although thousands of their coins have been found 
and preserved in the land. 


Kashmir to Gandhara 

There are number of Bull and Horse man type coins 
both in copper and silver housed in the numismatic gallery of 
Sri Pratap Singh Museum Lal Mandi Srinagar. These coins 
kept in unidentified and undeciphered lots are believed to have 
been found from various places of Kashmir. These are said 
belong to the Kabul Shahis who were contemporaries to the 
Rajas of Kashmir. The abundance in which these have been 
found points to the existence of considerable commercial inter 
conose if not actual political connections between the valley 
and the principalities of Gandhara. The Shahi rulers ruled Kabul 
valley in around 10th and 4Ith century AD. When Kashmir was 
under its local Hindu Rajas. During the period Kashmir has its 
own coinage based on standing king and seated deity type. 
The discovery of such large coins of Shahi rulers inside the 
valley is quiet amazing. These coins are yet to be studied and 
corroborated with other available source materials. 

On the other hand, the experts and’ scholars claim 
of paucity of source material in tracing out the ancient ties 
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by the then local nobility who as per historical records had got 
disturbed by the oppressive, and tyrant polices of few later 
Mughal governors. While reaching Shopiyan they defeated the 
Mughal forces which enabled them to held the land for about 
66 years. 

Kashmiris were not so happy with their polices, as 
report various historians of that period, however despite 
their unliked political and administrative policies, Afghanis 
did no less effort in promoting cultural and numismatic links. 
They promoting Persian literature and made it their official 
language. There all coins are inscribed in Persian legends. 
They enhanced the local mints and introduced a regular series 
of couplet type coins. Their gold coins are known as Mohur 
and weighs 170 grains. They kept the same weight for rupees, 
which they struck in silver while their copper Falus weighed not 
less than 250 grains. Like Mughal coins Afghan coins are best 
examples of their advanced numismatic technology. 

From the mint of Kashmir the coins of following Afghan 
rulers are noticed Anmad Shah, Suliaman Shah, Timur Shah, 
Zaman Shah, Mehmud Shah, Muhammad Shah, Suja-ul-Mulk, 
Qasir Shan and Ayoub Shah. The following few couplets are 
recorded here, Ahmad Shah coins bear. 

Hukum Shud Az Qadir 
Bachu Ba Ahmad Bad Shah 
Sikah Zen Bar Seem Zar 
Az Auj Mahi Ta Ba Hah 
Suliaman Shah coins Carry, 
Seem Wa Zar Ra Sarfarazi Ra. Wa Chu Khrushed Mah 

Warse Shahanshah-e-Dawran Sulaiman Shah. 

The coins of Timur Shah depict the following couplet: 
Ba Alam Yafat Sikah Timur Shah Nizam 
Ba Hukum-e-Khuda-Wa Rasool (SAW). 

The all other Afghan rulers have placed their respective 
couplet on the obverses of their coins. 

Ayoub Shah's coins have given way to the following couplet. 
Shud Rushsan Jahan Rushan Tar Az. 
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Khurshid Wa Mah’ 
Az Shaie Sikah Ayoub Shah 

Almost all such Persian couplets are written in nice 
calligraphy styles and carried the praises for their respective 
issues. Several coins of Afghanis are also known which were 
issued here in the names of two patron saints of Kashmir such 
coins have carried the following couplets. 

Sika Shud Roshan Az Shah Noor-ud-din (RA) 

Ra-ieg Az Makhdoom Qutub-ul-Arifeen (RA) 

Afghan coins of other mints that included Kabul, 
Peshawar, Derajat and Multan are also found here. 

Although Lahore Museum Catalogues have 
documented most of the Afghan coins found in Punjab and 
Peshawar but Afghan coins found in Kashmir are yet to be 
documented. There is no written record of their coins anywhere 
in Kashmir. Although thousands of their coins have been found 
and preserved in the land. 


Kashmir to Gandhara 

There are number of Bull and Horse man type coins 
both in copper and silver housed in the numismatic gallery of 
Sri Pratap Singh Museum Lal Mandi Srinagar. These coins 
kept in unidentified and undeciphered lots are believed to have 
been found from various places of Kashmir. These are said 
belong to the Kabul Shahis who were contemporaries to the 


Rajas of Kashmir. The abundance in which these have been 


found points to the existence of considerable commercial inter 
ctions between the valley 


conose if not actual political conne i 
and the principalities of Gandhara. The Shahi rulers ruled Kabul 


valley in around 10th and 1Ith century AD. When Kashmir was 
under its local-Hindu Rajas. During the period Kashmir has its 
own coinage based on standing king and seated deity type. 
The discovery of such large coins of Shahi rulers inside the 
valley is quiet amazing. These coins are yet to be studied and 
corroborated with other available source materials. 
On the other hand, the experts and’ scholars claim 
of paucity of source material in tracing out the ancient ties 
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which once existed between Kashmir and Gandhara (modern 
Qandahar) efforts have been made to brought the ancient 
cultural links of Kashmir with other Central Asian States to the 
light. The centre of Central Asian Studies Kashmir University 
is fully devoted to this job and various scholars have done 
excellent work in researching those missing links. 

Kashmir in ancient Buddhist records have sometimes 
been referred as Gandhara-Kashmir Gandhara then was not 
merely a city but a major province, which extended on both 
sides of the Indus with texila and Pushkaravite as its principal 
towns (Texila today is in Rawalpindi and Pushkaravite is 
known by Peshawar). The province is also included in the list 
of ancient sixteen Janapadhas (states) as one of major state. 
It then consisted of the whole of eastern Afghanistan upto 
Kashmir. 

Long before the Durranies penetrate to this region, 
Afghanistan had close political and cultural relations with the 
kingdom of Kashmir. It is recorded that Miharkula, the epthalitic 
Hun King of Kashmir settled thousands of Gandhara people in 
Kashmir. The movement of Indo-Greeks, Sakas and Kushan 
Princes from Kabul valley to Kashmir is now an established fact. 
Their respective movement and authority did a considerable 
work in establishment of art and culture influences. One of 
the important developments was the expansion of Gracio- 
Buddhist art, which later came to be known as Gandhara art 
from Gandhara to Kashmir. It depicted and promoted scenes 
from the life of the Buddha; the aquiline nose, the large lotus 
eyes, the folded drapery and the diademed heads found in 
terracotta and stone images unearthed at Uskhar, Harwan, 
Akhnor and at some other places speak of the Gandhara art 
influence on Kashmirian artifacts. This art reached here by the 
contact of artists. 

The discovery of Greek & Suka Gandhara type coins in 
Kashmir speaks of existence of some political and commercial 
connections between the valley and the principalities of 
Peshawar & Kabul that too in ancient periods. These two states 
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continued to remain one political unit for a very long period. In 
about 7th century AD Kashmir disintegrated from the rest of 
the imperial dominion and succeeded in establishing its own 
empire. However, the delinking of political ties did not effect the 
other relations. The historical annuals are full of informations 
about the relations of local Rajas with Kabul Shahies. These 
Rajas entered into matrimonial relations with the Shahi Kings 
of Gandhara. The Shahi Kings of Kabul namely Samenta Deva, 
Anantdeva, Trilochanpala and other were closely associated 
with Kashmir. In 14th century AD Sultan Sikendar conquered 
Gandhara and married prince of Udbhandapura. 

Kabul Shahis had no any political authority on 
Kashmir all most all the historians have got common view but 
the discovery of Shahis coins so abundantly had once again 
invited the attention of experts to re-consider this neglected 
source material. Their coins are in uniform seize and weight. 
The silver one’s have got border flames as compared to 
copper coins. The motifs of Bull and Horseman are quiet 
different than what Sakas had displayed on their issues. The 
motifs are executed in form of sketch drawings. The horse 
rider on observe is shown holding some sort of flag. These are 
inscribed coins, and names of the issues are deviced in typical 
Kashmiri Sharda script. This script was practiced exclusively in 
Kashmir. There is no any mint name given on these coins but 
the legends in Sharda brings them closer to Kashmir. The initial 
study of these coins would hardly supply any major information 
unless the knots of these bags are opened and deep study of 
these coins is undertaken. It is expected that scholarly study of 
these coins would definitely reveal such links of Kashmir with 
Shahis those could not be traced through other means. 
Kashmiri scholars and Central Asian studies 

Historians have always taken the arrival of Sufi and 
Sayyid missionaries and other envoys from Central Asia to 
Kashmir seriously, whereas the frequent visits made by Kashmir 
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based scholars to Central Asian regions had never been taken 
so serious; The arrival of Central Asia envoys was not a mere 
visit, they initiated a change, a sort of social change. They 
carried with them Islamic teachings and enlighted the whole 
Kashmir by Islamic enlightenment. Not only this - Kashmiri 
masses who were facing hardships due to the unsuitability of 
Hindu rule, were provided a stable Islamic Government. Dying 
economy was set right and to provide education to the people, 
_educational institutions were opened wherein teachers from 
Central Asian regions were appointed. It was the result of these 
efforts, that Kashmir produced its own scholars. Many famous 
scholars from Kashmir went to Central-Asian Schools to acquire 
expertise in Islamic jurisprudence, Arabic grammar, Rhetoric, 
Logic, Philosophy, History, Arabic and Persian literature. The 
famous institutions at Samarkand and Bukhara had on their 
rolls some of the outstanding scholars from Kashmir, no doubt 
they went there to acquire higher education in their respective 
fields, but they wre not treated as mere Kashmiri students. They 
of their extra-ordinary contributions were enlisted in the rolls 
of Kashmir scholars. In the list of such scholars, mention may 
made of Sheikh Yaqoob Sarfi and Mull’a Mohsi Fani of 16th 
Century. Every Kashmiri must be proud of these two names. 
Sheikh Yaqoob, a man of international reputation for 
his learning scholarship and poetry, was the son of Sheikh 
Hassan Gani Born in 928 AH, Sheikh committed to memory 
the whole of Quran. He studied basic education from Mulla Ani. 
Mulla Bashir was his next teacher. It was Mulla Ani, Sheikh’s 
primary teacher, who had prophesized that Yaqoob would 
in course of time rise to the literary eminence of a second 
Jami-Mulla Ani's prediction turned but to true, Sheikh Yaqoob 
became the statesman of international reputation. He made an 
appreciable contribution to the Arabic and Persian-literature. 
Sheikh Yaqoob after completing his education in Kashmir went 
to Khawarazim (Central Asia). According to Mulla Abdul Qadir 
Badyani Sheikh became the spiritual successor of Sheikh 
Hussain. Sheikh had an opportunity to visit other Central Asian 
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places and represent Kashmir in different literary and religions 
institutions. Leading Central Asia’s scholars from Khawarazim, 
Bukhara, Samarkand and other places had a great regard for 
Sarfi. 

Coming into contact with several scholars and learned 
men in Central Asia, he returned to Kashmir. As reported 
Badayuni, the Sheikh was an illustrious figure and taken as an 
authority in all branches of learning ‘Sheikh Ahmad Sarhindi 
used to receive instructions from him in Hadith and Sufism’. 
Abul Fazal says the Sheikh was well acquainted with branches 
of poetry. 

Sheikh Yaqoob left for heaven on 18th of Ziqadh in 
the year 1803 AH in Srinagar and lies buried in Zaina Kadal 
Mohalla. Another outstanding Kashmiri scholar, Mulla Mohsin 
Fani, the author of Dabistan-i-Mazahib after having his basic 
education in Kashmir went for higher studies to Central Asia. 
He was interested in learning of various sciences, especially 
philosophy and literature. With his interest and outstanding 
efforts, he was able to enlist himself in the list of the most 
learned and erudite philosophers and the poets of the day. 
His write-up, Dabiston, is a famous work on the religious 
and philosophical creeds of Asia, which consists of twelve 
main sections, called Talim. These include Parsis, Hindus, 
Qaratibbatis, Jews, Christians, Muslims, Sadigis, Wahidis, 
Raushnais, Illahis, Philosophers and Sufis. 

Fani, in Central Asia, went to different madrases and 
a number of years. In Central Asia, Fani went to 


stayed for 
of higher qualifications, he took 


Balkh and received the reward 
service in the Darbar of Nazar Mohad Khan. Later returned 


Hindustan when he was well equipped in all branches of 
philosophy and literature. In Hindustan Dara-Shikoh appointed 
him in his own Darbar. He continued in the Sadarat of 
Allahabad, till the political turmoil expelled Dara-Shikoh. Fani 
was then deprived of all his privileges and he returned back 
to his country, where he established a school of thought in his 
house. He used to deliver moral and philosophical lectures. But 
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when he wrote Dabistan-ul-Mazahib (school of thoughts), the 
Ulema of Kashmir condemned him for it and he was declared 
murted (apostate). Later on as reported by Khwgaja Azam in 
his Tarikh-i-Kashmir Azami -Fani repented for his sin. 


Kashur encyclopedia 

‘Kashur encyclopedia’ one of the outstanding works of 
J&K Academy of Art Culture and languages is available in {\vo 
well-bound volumes. It is an encyclopedia in Kashmiri language 
on Kashmir archaeology, architecture and coinage. Hitherto 
much was written on Kashmir archaeology and architecture. The 
individual works of R.C Kak, Alexander Cunnigham and Stein 
still stand as reference material for the present-day scholars, 
but their works could hardly be understandable to a student or 
a layman who are anxious to know about Kashmir archaeology 
and architecture. The publication of an encyclopedia by this 
pioneer institute of Kashmir has to some large extent fulfilled 
the long-felt desire of Kashmiri people. The first volume of 
encyclopedia was published in the year 1986 and the other 
in the year 1989. It is a joint effort of Academy writers under 
the chief editorship of Mr. Mohammad Yousuf Tang, the then 
Secretary Academy, Art, Culture and languages. 

The two volumes, carry on their cover pages the saying 
of Alamdari Kashmir, the symbol of love and brotherhood: Elem 
Chui Soundoocas Soun Zan Barun. This is followed by an 
exciting foreword written by its chief editor Mr. M.Y Teng. In the 
first volume 268 sites, cities, towns, of historical, archaeological 
and architectural importance are discussed, then follow the 
details, historical outlines, legends related to the site, and 
architectural and archaeological details of the shrine or the 
monuments. The 2nd volume gives the description of 164 
archaeological and architectural sites. It consists of two parts, 
the 2nd part is on Kashmir coinage. The descriptions edited 
are easy to follow. A layman or a student who has remained 
hitherto ignorant about the rith cultural heritage of Kashmir can 
not only get himself introduced but even widen his knowledge. 
It can prove a guide to them to study Kashmir archaeology 
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and architecture. The important sites of all the three divisions 
attempted in the volumes have been given in an alphabetical 
order with initial of their contributors, below each of their write- 
ups. 

Although it is being treated as a pioneer work in 
Kashmiri literature still there are several mistakes committed in 
the encyclopedia. It looks that the contributors of this enclopedia 
neither had been scholars or experts in the particular field, 
nor had they made any spot verification. That is why they 
have remained unsuccessful to pass their interpretations and 
judgements. 

They have more or less copied from earlier works done 
in English and other languages, but there is no doubt that they 
have made things easy to understand. 

In this encyclopedia several more important sites 
have been ignored. Many sites, which needed an elaborate 
description, had to suffice with mere outlines. 

For example, thereisan elaborate description ofAchabal 
garden given in the first volume, but at the sometime, ‘Mughal 
Human’ a very important monument has been completely 
overlooked. Even a brief description of this monument is 
absent. Similarly several more important architectural sites 
of Anantnag district are missing in the encyclopedia. The 
shrine’s of Zain-ud-din Reshi, Khanqah Tral, Khangah Chrar- 
e-Sharief, Ziarat Syed Hussain Semnani Kulgam, Hoinar and 
Martand terra cotta sites have not been given a fair treatment. 
At several places the dates of construction of the particular 
shrine or historical events have been written wrongly. Many 
archaeological sites have even been wrongly interpreted. 
Several descriptions have been repeated, for example, the 
description of Pandrethan archaeological site is given at 
page no 88 while the same is repeated at page 90. Moghal 
road and the constructions raised by Moghals on this route 
do not get due places in this encyclopedia. The part 2nd of 
the volumes II is very interesting. It gives us an introduction 
to Kashmir coinage, their historical background is followed 
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by a brief catalogue. But in this part several mistakes have 
_ been made while deciphering the coins of different rulers. The 
encyclopedia also lacks in illustrations. Several sites have 
been discussed with out illustrations while the other illustration 
give poor get up. 

Despite these mistakes committed in the encyclopedia, 
it is an outstanding work on Kashmir archaeology, architecture 
and coinage and shall serve as a base for future research 
scholars. 


Human records on Karakorum Highway Hunza 

In October 1979, Professor Karal Jettmar of South 
Asian institute, University of HeidelBerg Republic of Germany 
Persuaded Dr Ahmad Hussain Dani (a well know Archaeologist 
from Pakistan) to have field trip along the Karakorum Highway 
to examine few of the classical inscription that he had earlier 
seen in his previous visit. The occasion arose out of the 
approval of the government of Pakistan to a five-year project 
for ethnological Research in the northern areas of Pakistan. 
Pak-German team under the directorship of professor Jettmar 
and Dr. Ahmad Hussain Dani (Director CSCCA Quadi Azam 
University Islamabad) conducted the Research of the Highway. 
They came across thousands of ibex carvings, Buddhist 
associations and a large number of inscriptions in Brahmi, 
Kharoshti and Chinese scripts on the rock in. 

A region on Karackorm Highway is now a tehsil of 
Gilgit District. It spreads along the Hunza River right up to its 
source at Khungab pass. 

The Karakorum Highway comes from this pass and 
follows the bank of their river joins the Gilgit River. The crossing 
leads to the site called in the local language (Haldeikish) i.e. 
place of male ibexes. It is at this very spot that the eternal 
rock stands on the left banetrayal the Hunza river. The name 
Heldeikish is probably due tathis ibex carving that dominate the 
entire rock surface-as seen trom the Karakorum Highway. The 
carvings recall the eternal Rock local tradition of the ceremony 
of ibex hunting, know as Thuma Saling in the local language, 
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previous to the contraction of the Karakorum Highway that 
leads from Islamabad to Taskhkurgan, the Southern face of the 
Western portion of the rock was hidden by natural deposit and 
only after the construction of the Highway that cut through this 
deposit, not only opened a passage for road but also bought 
past human records on the light. 

No prehistoric drawing or symbol has been found 
on the rock although so many men and animal carvings in 
primitive style were cited by the team. Which according to them 
suggested a continuation of an art style that must had hung 
on from the earlier period, the most significant are the human 
drawings of late, above the earlier writing and animals. Similarly 
the symbols found here are also very late, as they appear to 
be associated with neighbouring inscriptions. Symbols include 
Svastika, Phallus, Standing vessel carried by an animal, solar 
symbol etc. Dr. Dani and Karl Jettmar had further interpreted 
these symbols. They are identifying these symbols and human 
figures with Chinese and Kushana races. 

In all, the team has copied fifty-seven Kharoshti 
inscriptions and other several inscriptions in Bramhi and 
Chinese scripts; which stands readable on the rock. Most of 
the inscriptions are dated and they reveal the names of various 
Kshatrapas and Maha Krsatrapas. Kushana line emperor and 
Kshatrapas revealed here include, the Kadhatphrisa which 
obviously stands for Kadphisesi Gushanadeva Maharaya, the 
title applied to Kanishka, Huviskha and Kshatrapa Budhanuitra, 
Dharmarakshita and Bhuilakadala etc. These names read on 
the Hunza rock have been also attested by other corroborating 
sources to have ruled over this land some Brahmi inscriptions 
are dated but only one date is found and that is 143, Brahmi 
inscriptions also carries some names and events of Gupta 
Kings. Chandra Sri Deva Vikramaditya, Sri Nripendra besides 
several other events and name have been copied from here. 


Lost evidences of glazed tiles a = 
Mosque and tomb of Budshah’s period ‘Madeen Sahib 


at Hawal, Srinagar although has preserved most of its original 
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architectural features but it has also lost many interesting 
evidences of its traditional glory. It is said that the tomb towards 
the north of the Mosque internally once was decorated by 
brilliantly coloured glazed tiles. There were of various colours 
of which yellow orange, green, blue, red and brown colours 
were predominantly. The execution of these tiles was extremely 
rare, hardly seen anywhere in India and Pakistan This type 
of impressive decorations was earlier developed and used in 
Egypt, Syira Knurasan & Centra Asian Tombs. Timur has also 
used such works in his tomb known as Gur Amir. 

The motifs present on such Sahib's tiles were (graceful 
skulls glowing with floral patterns, sometimes interwoven with 
heads of animals, human representations and other neutral 
scenes, Nichollas has recorded many an interesting theme of 
several designs. He portrays a beast with the body of a leopard 
changing at the neck into the trunk of a human being which 
was shown shooting with a bow and arrow at his own tail which 
ended in a kind of dragon's head. In another picture a fox was 
shown down below furiously looking on among flowers and 
cloud forms! Some tiles are recorded of carried the pictures of 
turban headed people. 

Unfortunately this glorious tile work here could not be 
conserved at proper time hence the tomb lost this glorious, 
heritage. Had these painted tiles taken care of at due course 
of the time we could also have able to have a view of those 
interesting themes. 

No find of any solid, tile of the tomb, existed anywhere. 
Few fragmentary pieces of tiles which reportedly decades back 
got recovered during the course of clearance work in the outer 
chamber of the tomb are said housed in the sculptural gallery 
of Srinagar Museum at Lal Mandi. Most of these exhibited 
pieces have carried only floral design, but | was told by the 
incharge of the gallery that there are few such fragmentary 
pieces in reserved collection, which when are put in order 
make a picture of turban headed horse raider. 

The authorities have not made the display of this 
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interesting theme where a turban headed man is show on 
a well-built horse. The turban usually is known for Persian 
Sayyids very commonly used a Persian headdress. 

Sayyid Muhammad Madine the Persian Ambassador 
to the court of Sultan Sikender also had this type of headdress. 
The pictorial evidences of turban on the tiles of the tomb 
suggested the evolution of the tradition of wearing turbans in 
Kashmir in about 15th Century AD. 

It was during the period of Sultans it got introduced in 
this land and gradually become very popular among Muslim 
Pirs and Sayyids. Kashmiri Pandits also imitated it but there 
was difference of colour to distinguish the turban, Muslim Pirs 
usually would wear white or green turbans while Pandits used 
only yellow coloured turbans. 

The motif of turban headed horseman on such tile 
pieces is a very rare picture. The picture in those pieces 
required to be put in order and kept on display as it is also the 
lost evidence of glazed tiles art in Kashmir we have already 
lost most of the glorious tiles of the tomb let us now take care 
of these fragments. 


Kashmiri calligraphy in great demand in Europe 

Kashmiri calligraphers have used a reed-pen for 
writing which has lent a certain uniformity and regularity to the 
lines in the Kashmiri miniature paintings. Experts cite this as a 
main reason for the great demand of the illustrated Kashmiri 
works in Europe. a 

Calligraphy, the art of decorative writing in Kashmir 
is very old. Sultan Zain-ul-Aabideen is believed to have first 
imported artists from Central Asia and started the tradition of 
decorative writings in Kashmir. 

During the Mughal occupation, the art of calligraphy 
got further boost and Kashmiri artists learned it to the extent 
that they could even compete with the Mughal calligraphers. 
Several Kashmiri artists were employed at Mughal Darbar and 
honoured with handsome titles. 


Muhammad Hussain who was the court calligrapher 
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of Emperor Jalal-ud-Din Muhammad Akbar was honoured with 
the title of Zarin Qalam (golden pen) while Muhammad Murad, 
another Kashmiri, who was a calligrapher in the court of Shah 
Jahan was conferred with the title of Shirin Qalam (sweat 
pen). 

The Kashmiri calligraphers are also credited with 
inventing ink, which could not be washed off with water. 

Their works are broadly divided into two: one consists 
of manuscript produced with illustrations while the other is 
without illustrations. 

The Kashmiri calligraphers used to illuminate the 
border (Hsiya) of manuscripts with gold and saffron paints. 
Similarly, the first leaf was decorated with Mehrabi design and 
the headlines were given in saffron ink with a broad pen. 

The style of Kashmiri calligraphy is also considered 
unique. Sometimes the face of the leaf is kept in single column 
order while in some cases it is divided into two, three or even 
four columns. 

It is because of thee -characteristic that these 
manuscripts were in great demand in entire Europe and Asia. 
Several rare manuscripts were taken away from Kashmir and 
have become the prized items of European art galleries and 
museums. 

As set of illustration in a book on short stories is housed 
in Victoria and Albert Museums in London. The illustrated 
manuscripts of Kashmir are still in great demand in Europe 
and West. 


Unprotected and undocumented epigraphs 

Ahmad Hussain Dani, a Pakistani based Archaeologist 
did a remarkable job when he documented three hundred fifty 
one Greek. Kharoshti and Brahmi epigraphs. He earlier had 
discovered those on Karokarum highway and in Hunza. 

He identified the inscriptions on the rocks and studied 
them properly. Later he translated it and supplied a tremendous 
historical data of ancient Huna and its neighboring states. 
Earlier Stein also documented several Kharoshiti inscriptions 
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in Chinese Turkistan and recorded them in his accounts. 

Kashmir valley also had preserved a rich epigraphic 
heritage. Kharoshti. Sharda, Arabic and Persian inscriptions 
are being found at various archaeological and _ historical 
places. Although Dr. Dambai a reputed scholar of Sharda had 
documented most of Sharda inscription but still numerous 
epigraphs are even today unpreserved and undocumented. 
Kharoshit numerals were discovered on the terra-cotta tiles of 
Harwan and Hutmura. 

This writing’s remained then uninterpreted what these 
Kharoshti letters reveal is still to be properly maintained. 

Similarly in the historical cemeteries of Srinagar, 
Bijbehara Anantnag, Baramulla, and Sopore hundreds of 
inscribed gravestones are in dilapidated condition. This 
unprotected historical material is in total plight. It is yet to 
find its place as protected sites of the government. At several 
places there inscriptions have been lifted while at many places 
broken into pieces. 

The inscription existing on the grave’ of Budshah got 
stolen in Dogra regime. Moorcraft's inscription laid on the grave 
of Haider Dughlat in Mazari Sulateen is broken into pieces. 
Historical graves of Khankhai Mullah, Mullkha and Mazari 
Kalan reveal the similar stories of government apathy. 

Mazari Kalam, popularly known as Mazari Sheikh 
Bahaw-ud-Din Ganj Bakash (RA) in its lap carries resting places 
of several, saints, nobles and poets of Budshahi period. 

Brilliantly inscribed slabs are still visible on the-graves 
of Mir IIlahi Asaha Bibi, Solomon Sayied Habib Kahsan Mullana 
Anie and others. Besides one of the stone slabs on an unknown 
grave has carried bilingual inscriptions in Persian and Sharda 
scripts. 

The epigraphs n 
symobilize the rich herita 

The department 0 
should come forward and en 
besides services of experts ca 


eed proper documentation as these 
ge of Muslim Kashmir. 
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nbe utilized to reveal information's 
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inscribed on these stones. A catalogue of these artifacts needs 
to be prepared. The proper documentation and conservation of 
this heritage would save this wealth from further decay. 


Lost evidences of Hand-made paper 

Kashmir lost its glorious domestic paper industry 
during the early decades of 20th century AD. It was destroyed 
by expansion of Indian mill paper industry, which had capacity 
to meet growing demands of the paper. No traces of handmade 
paper industry are left anywhere. The state authenties could 
not help in preserving the traditional equipments of the industry. 
The state museum, cultural academy and few research libraries 
and private collectors have been housing the lost evidences 
of manuscripts of handmade paper but neither equipment nor 
the paper preparation methods are illustrated anywhere i.e. 
the people of the day had no idea of that glorious industry. 
They even have no information how the paper was produced 
domestically. 

History witness Kashmir was famous for paper 
industry it supplied handmade papers to the writers of other 
Indian states. The two units of the industry were seen till late in 
Ganderbal and Nowshehra area of Srinagar district. 

The industry is said was introduced here by Sultan 
Zain-ul-Abidens in 14th Century AD. He had called paper 
master from Samargand and provided them large Jagirs to 
settle in Kashmir and encouraged them in cultivating the proper 
production industry. George Forester who arrived during the 
period of Afghan’s says, Kashmir fabricated the best writing 
paper of the land and that it was an article of extensive traffic. 

The manufacturing of the paper suggested that the 
hand made paper was produced of pulp which was a mixture 
of rugs and hemp. It was obtained by pounding those materials 
under a lever mill worked by a water power lime and some kind 
of soda were used to whiten the pulp. 

Lawrance provides a brief description of that.paper 
making method. He writes; the pulp is placed in stone troughs 
baths and mixed with water. From this mixture a layer of the 
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pulp is extracted on a light and dried in sun next it is polished 
with pumice stone and then its surface is glazed with rice water. 
A final polishing with stone is given and the paper is then ready 
for use. 

The Kashmiri was durable ant lent. It was in great 
demand in Punjab plains and in other hilly principalities of the 
north western regions. However it could not stand by the mill 
paper. By the early 20th century AD the mill industry paper had 
expanded. Kashmiri hand made paper lost its market, a stage 
reached when the local hand made paper turned out-dated one. 
The machine made paper destroyed the glorious hands. No 
traces of that industry were left even the equipment or methods 
of such paper making culture are not evident anywhere. There 
are seen few olden manuscripts and documents written on that 
hand made which are the lost evidences of hand made paper 
industry. 
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CHAPTER 2 
ARTS AND CRAFTS 


Gabba - a classical floor cover 

GABBA, a woolen floor cover was very popular in 
Kashmir. The tradition in villages was that guestrooms in 
houses were decorated with beautiful and coloured floor 
covers consisting of Gabbas. It was not in all cases that guest 
rooms were already decorated Some well to do families had 
their guest rooms called Dewaan Khaana at all times covered 
with Gabbas & Namdas. 

The middle and lower middle class families were in 
possession of Gabbas. It was used only when some guest was 
supposed to arrive. Gabbas were then placed on the mat floor 
that gave a very nice look and this portion of floor was used by 
the guest. Like Samovar, Gabba was consider essential for a 
household and the people who had no Gabba, had to borrow it 
from his neighbours at the arrival of his guest. 

A Gabba was a unique type of floor covering. It was 
prepared from old woolen blankets called Chader. It was made 
in a variety of forms and designs. The three major types of the 
Gabba were, applique or Dalgulaar with a circular star in the 
middle called Chand, embroidery and printed. 

The Applique type of Gabba was considered a high 
quality Gabba In this form same coloured piece of woolen 
blanket were brought so together and embroidered on joints, 
which were giving a fine designs mostly of sun and moon. 
This type of Gabba is said were the photo-types of Jamawar, 
were miniature needles were applied in bringing seperately- 
embroidered piece together. The embroidered one were very 
common while as printed Gabba were merely the imitations of 
embroidered ones available at very cheap rates. The earlier 
types of applique designs had almost disappeared, one such 
piece called Mughal type Gabba is also preserved in the textile 
gallery of the State Museum Srinagar. The other types. of are 
common and prepared in- several localities of Anantnag. 

Like other arts, Gabba Sazi is considered a very old art 
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of-Kashmir, scholars have identified bronze figure of Buddha 
dated to 6th century AD shown seated on such a floor cover 
which, according to them resembles with a Gabba, on several 
olden painting, the floor covers had been shown consisting 
of Kashmiri Gabba. To the late period, one Kabuli Refugee 
called Abur Rahman, is said to had prepared an embroidered 
Saddle-piece of his host Kamal Bhat of Ratson Village near 
Tral. This piece is believed to had revived the centuries old 
Gabba tradition of Kashmir. Maharaja Rambir Singh gave a 
further fillip to the Gabba industry when he invited Muhammad 
Bat, Jamal Bat, Rasul Magray and Nur Sheikh the masters 
of this craft to Kashmir. The Shaminana’s, Qanats & Gabba's 
were prepared and used in the state guesthouses. 

Despite of inviting masters of the craft to Srinagar 
and planting of the trade in the city the art could not lost for 
long while in the city. The reasons for it were that the Srinagar 
based craftsmen were already employed in Shawl looms. So 
the Gabba sazi could not gained the attention of urban artists. 
The work from here went to the villages where the village artists 
were producing woolen blankets Chader. The Gabba saz had 
an easy access to the raw material in the villages. Islamabad 
gave a fillip to Gabba Sazi. It prepared maximum types of the 
crafts and supplied it to other parts of the Kashmir. 

Although tradition of Gabba floor covering has very 
much decreased due to introduction of other Indian floor covers, 
but still Gabbas are regarded as the classical floor covers. It is 
the need of the hour to improve its quality and make its craft so 
that it can compete the other Indian flooring which are gaining 
ground in Kashmir house holds. 

Shawl that has Srinagar’s map embroidered on it 

Gone are the days when Kashmiris worked magic on 
the shawl with their hands. These shawls were renowned for 


their craft all over the world. 

There are some fine specimens of the era, which 
stand a living testimony to the fine skills of the artists. One 
such Amlikar shaw! is preserved at the Pratap Singh Museum 
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Srinagar. 

The shawl has the map of Srinagar designed on it in 
intricate details, which comprise of the habitations, bridges, 
gardens, lanes and bylanes. The names of the places are also 
embroidered, which add further beauty to the design. 

A famous artisan of his time Amkula is said to have 
produced the masterpiece while working at the house of Rafugar 
Ghulam Mohi-ud-Din of Maharaja Gunj. The fine embroidery 
work on the shawl stands testimony to his excellent skills. 

However, due to poor conservation, the shawl has 
frayed. The freshness of the embroidery work has also 
deteriorated. 

It is said that it took several years to the artist to 
complete the work on the shawl counted now among the 
masterpieces of the Indian textile antiquities which depicts the 
magic of the lost hands. 

The aesthetic quality of the Kashmiri shawls had 
carried their fame even across the shores into Europe. The 
great Napoleon is said to have introduced it in the continent 
after receiving it as a gift from one Khedive. The Shawl industry 
is said to have flourished in the valley in Mugha Period. The 
number of shawl looms is estimated to have reached 40,000 
and the majority of these functioned in the downtown area. 

Market experts say that upto middle of 20th Century 
Kashmiri shawl were in great demand in whole of the Europe 
where it had became a status symbol for the elite class. 
Many rare specimen of such shawls are preserved in several 
prestigious museums and art galleries of the continent. 


Back to Traditional Industries 

Finally, the government realized the historical 
importance and industrial potential of handicrafts and Handloom 
sectors. The recent decision of Industries and Commerce 
department to revive the 600 old handicrafts industry shall be 
the first major step towards this direction. 

The industry kept backward in the Jammu and Kashmir 
state naturally is bestowed with major industrially potential 
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areas viz. Power projects, silk products, Horticulture, Agro 
Sports, Tourism, Wood based industries, leather, handicrafts 
and handloom etc. however due to political and economic 
reasons these areas could not be exploited for the purpose. 
The handicrafts and handloom Industry, which is, centuries 
old served as the domestic industry of state. In olden times 
average Kashmiri families this way or that way were attached 
with different trades of the industry. In its poor state of affair, 
the industry provided jobs to over three lakh local artisans 
and self employment to 10,000 others annually. The history of 
this industry goes lack to ancient Kashmir. The people living 
in early centuries of Christian era had manufactured their 
required cloths. The human motifs raised on terra cotta tiles of 
Harwan and in other sculptures of early medieval period show 
the traces of some Kashmiri blanket (expert identity it with 
shawl). The products of this industry were used by the people 
of Asia and Europe from ancient times. 

The traditional industry comprised of various trades 
such as Shawls, Embroidery, Gabba Sazi, Carpets Silk, Paper, 
Paper Machie, Book Binding, Silver Work, Jewelry, Copper 
Work, Enamels, Woodwork, Chadder Making, Leather and 
Furs etc. some of the trades due to negligence had reached 
to their minimum while there are other trades which even 
today have greater scope and potential for expansion. The 
shawl industry is one, which can boost the state economy 
in words of Dr. A Coomaras Wamy, “of all Indian textiles, 
none excel in beauty of color, texture and design the famous 
Kashmiri shawl.” Shawl and paper machie are very old trades 
in Kashmir, They got expansion as domestic industries. The 
Kashmiri blankets were worn by the princess of Julus Ceasor. 
However it was through the efforts of Shah-e-Hamdan and 
Sultan Badshah the Kashmiri blanket what is today known as 
shawl was re-introduced in later part of 14th Century AD. It has 
many classes and numberless designs. The principal blankets 
are known by Kani, Embroidery, Amiliker and Jamawar. The 
Jamawar had almost lost and its traces are only seen these 
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days in the museums and private collections. The art has 
nowadays turned extremely rare. However, the other types 
of shawls are still exported to other states and countries. But 
these have lost that classical glory. The poor raw materials and 
poor manufacturing quality had made it similar to the Punjabi 
and Rajasthani blanket. 

During mughal period, there were about 40,000 looms 
existing in Kashmir urban and rural areas, in 18th Century 
the value of shawls manufactured estimated about one crore 
rupees per annum. It was a glorious period of this industry. The 
Kashmiri shawl had became fashion of the European society. 
As per estimates collected by Andrew Wilson, ‘in 19th Century, 
France alone took about 80% of Kashmir shawls exported 
from Asia. Popularity of this blanket encouraged copying and 
forgeries of the shawl. Besides the weavers lost control over 
quality and designs. Lahore, Ludhiana and other cities and 
towns of the subcontinent produced blankets on fake Kashmiri 
designs. The Kashmiri designer could not invent new designs. 
It neglected the traditional designs as well. The well designed 
Kani and Amlikar Shawls of Durrani, Sikh and Dogra periods 
of Kashmiri have become the zenith of industrial museums, art 
galleries and emporia of the world. A number of such shawls 
are also housed in school of designs and SPS Museum at 
Srinagar. The present day artisans and people attached with 
this industry can promote their art and designs by going through 
these masterpieces. Industries and commerce department has 
identified 500 old designs of Pashmina shaw! and it has put 160 
in to practice. The revival of designs on Kashmiri shawl is also 
expected to regain the market, which it has lost to copyists. 
The closed rooms require to be brought back on the heels. The 
pure raw material and goods manufacturing quality needs to 
be made available to it. Besides the international and national 
level Kashmir expo of genuine shawls be held at busy market 
places of the world. Establishing of state level handicrafts 
museum will help in preservation of old designs and master 
pieces of master craftsmen. If these steps are taken, time is 
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not far away, when the glory of centuries old handicrafts and 
handloom industry is resorted and the sweet sound of looms 
‘dek dek... is again heard from the weavers firms. 


Chickri combs still used by Kashmiri women 

Despite the growing use of an array of the modern 
fancy plastic combs, the traditional wooden combs used by 
the Kashmiri women still retain their fascination. 

Shot double-sided combs popularly called Pahari 
Chickri wooden combs have been a favourite since a distant 
past. 

The secret of their survival in the face of the stiff 
competition is the widespread belief that the wooden combs 
help hairs to grow as it keeps dandruff off and prevents 
hairfall. 

These combs are named after Chickri wood, which is 
a pale, cream coloured softwood exclusively found in the hilly 
ranges of Rajouri district. Several wooden articles of household 
utility are produced for the domestic consumption by the local 
craftsmen. Of course, the combs are the most popular. The 
craft is concentrated in Thanamandi, Darhal, Shahdra Sharief 
and Budal areas of Rajouri district. A number of Pahari people 
are attached with the craft. As per the survey conducted in 80's 
about one thousand workers were found involved in making of 


artifact of Chickri wood. 
Pottery the art is dying fast 
Kashmir has lost several of its classical arts and crafts 
while there are few such artistic traditions, which have been 
decaying fostly. The revival looks now a distant dream. 
Pottery is one of such art, which was once very popular 
in Kashmir, The artists involved with this art where called Kral 
(Potters). The craft was spread over numerous villages and 
its objects were used very commonly. The Potter used to 
make numerous utensils, which were commonly used, in local 
domestic culture. From large vessels to miniature Cups and 
candles were made in clay and then baked. The potters used 
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to carry then these objects to their respective adjacent villages 
to sell their produce. 

Pottery has along history in this land, articles of pottery 
had been used from earliest times. The archaeological sites of 
Burzhama and Gufkral which are dated to 5000 years back 
also revealed several evidences of ancient Kashmirian pottery. 
The medieval period sites of Avantipura, Devsar and Martand 
exposed fragments of number of earthern vessels such as 
Jars, Gharas, Handis, Jugs and Bowls, Incense Burners, 
Bottles and Earthern Lamps, Cups and Bowls of clay were also 
made for serving specially during functions in rural areas. 

The village women used earthern milk pots, curds 
were made mostly in earthern pots or pans. For storage of 
grains heavy vessels called locally mutts were used very 
commonly. Almost every Kashmiri home had a heavy vessel 
used to warm water. It was ingeniously placed at the back of 
the then earthern heater Daan to receive heart from it. 

Rice, Tea and other foods were cooked in earthern 
pots and also distributed among family members in pots made 
of clay. 

It was very interesting to take food in pottery bowls. 
These earthern potteries were in great demand in local markets 
till very late still few pottery items are being used Earthern 
bowls are still preferred for serving of milk at special occasion 
like in marriage parties. 

However the tradition of using pottery items collapsed 
soon when varieties of machine made posts of metal and 
crockery reached the corners of the valley during the last 
decades of the century. The olden pottery items turned outdate 
which result in discouraging the making of pottery utensils. It 
forced the village potters to shift their business to other trades. 
Potterys are now rarely seen in few odd villages who are still 
engaged in making of few pattery objects. The bowls of clay are 
used for making of Kangries and the rest has almost decayed 
and there is no apparent hope of its revival. 


Golden hands that chiseled marvels of soil 
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Ma't is a big baked earthern Jar, locally known by 
this name, it has remained a very important storage pot, for 
preservation of extra food grains which mostly consisted either 
of rice or of maize. The tradition of cultivating wheat has been 
very poor in this land. Although in olden times it was only 
earthern potteries which were involved in domestic usage’s 
and Ma't was perhaps the biggest pottery object made for 
housing of extra grains. 

Besides Ma't and Loupan (unbaked heavy earthern 
Jar) this was the tradition of forming granaries of heavy wooden 
logs and sheets. This is called locally Kuth. Such granaries 
are even today seen in larger numbers in our rural areas. It 
is considered very essential for housing the extra grains both 
wood and earthern pots scientifically have been proved good 
preservers for the food grains. The extra grains are first stored 
in wooden granaries Kuth and later on the husked portion of 
those grains are collected in bigger earthern jars and served 
after proper cookings through out the entire winter to its 
families. 

No doubt today the new technologies had made us 
available different other storage boxes, but earthern pottery 
had its own way of preservation. These were cheap and hardly 
movable. It also suited well to our environment and climate. 
This is because of these merits that these outdated ones are 
still used in some rural areas of the valley. At some places 
the excavated earthern jars have been put into re-use for the 
purpose. 
Archaeologists say that these earthern jars had a long 
history in Kashmir. Few of such jars are even dated to 6th and 
7th Century AD. : 

The earliest discoveries of these heavy jars were 
reported from the courtyard of the Sun temple at Martand. 
Where dozens of different seized jars were recovered by 
archaeologists in early twenties. Few such jars were also dug 
out from the temple premises of Avantipura. These heavy jars 
were believed then to have served as granaries for housing of 
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the temple offerings. As these temple foundations are usually 
dated to seventh to eight AD so are dated these jar finds. 

; The recoveries of these earthern jars have been made 
through out the land even from its frontier areas. Only a few 
are collected at suitable places, and being preserved for the 
forth-coming generations. One such heavy earthern jar is also 
housed in the archaeological gallery of the state museum 
at Lal Mandi. It is recorded to have been dug out during an 
excavation of Avantipura town. During my surveys of such find 
could also see few jars in Avantipura, Martand, Kulgam, Noor 
Abad and other few places. Most of such finds are believed 
to have been collected during construction of various canals 
and irrigation projects. In Banimullah area of Kulgam | was told 
that several such heavy earthern jars got discovered by the 
labourers engaged in the earth cutting of the Banimullah canal 
at various spots. 

People have, recovered these very safely and are 
again re-used for the purpose. | could myself see people store 
maize and rice grains in these heavy jars. At one place | was 
delighted to see a Mohalla of a village had used these jars as 
water reservoirs. 


+ Vikunta Vishnu 


The principle Kashmirian Patheism worshipped were 
under the name of Sive and Vishu. One of the popular theme 
worshiped under Vishuism included Vaikuntha or Chaturanana 
Vishnu. Here the image of Vishnu stands between his tow 
personified attributes called Gadanari and Chakrapuram. These 
serve as his attendants. The image of Vishu is four headed. In 
front is placed a decorative human faces with a boar and lion 
on either sides or a ferocious Visage behind, perhaps added 
by the Pancharatrins to suit their theory of Chaturvayuha. The 
deity is shown wearing a long garland which reaches below its 
knees. A dagger is ecient its waist. This feature is said as 
unique to Kashmiri versions and is not seen on images of the 
period discovered from India and Pakistan. 

The image is believed to have béen originally initiated 
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from great Guptas and introduced first here in Avantipura 
school of classical sculptures art in the reign of Avantivarman in 
9th century AD. The theme later got cultivated in other schools 
too. There are several such images of Vishnu which were way 
back recovered from Avantipura and Verinag places of South 
Kashmir. The system is also noted in configuration of Vaishnou 
temples in Kashmir such as Avantiswami at Avantipura. 

The olden images of Vishnu were recovered by Daya 
Ram Sahani in the excavation carried at Avantipura. 

The image is nicely polished and wears a decorative 
crown. Another image of the same group, which is extremely 
polished, was some time back recovered by the police and 
handed over to the archaeology department. The image is 
damaged by one leg. It is the masterpiece image of Kashmiri 
stone sculpture discovered in Kashmir so far. The other images 
of the group which were recovered some time back from the 
Verinag site bear thin body treatment and are less polished 
which suggested that the tradition of making of these images 
had been at the verge of collapse. The images are dated to 
12th century. The all other images of ViKunta Vishnu available 
of latter periods depict a crude craftsmanship. But images of 
8th and 9th centuary are very rare and demonstrate a nice 
tradition of stone art of the period. 

These impressive images are highly polished and 
bear decorative head crowns, which commonly resembles to 
the crowns of Sarassian kings. The theme, as it looks, had 
not been produced in stone only but commissioned in copper 
and brass as well. Such images are well preserved in various 
museums, art galleries and temples and are identified by their 


diggers, attached to their waists. 


Hellenistic art in Kashmir ; 
The frequent discovery of Greek and Scythian copper 


coins, their previous records in museums and numismatic 
collections, indicates a political domination of the country by 
these coin strikers. The numismatic source has now achieved 
precedence over other archaeological and literary sources. The 
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chronology of foreign tribes like Greeks, Scythians, Parthians, 
Kushans and Huns, during early historical periods is known to 
its large extent through their coin issues. Cons are the major 
source, knowing the chronology of these earlier periods. 
Earlier than the recovery of their coins, the Grecian 
influences were also being felt on early architectural monuments 
of the valley. The early and medieval temple ruins evident in 
the valley exhibit several features that to its greater extent are 
influenced by Roman and Greek trends. Their influence is 
felt deep in Kashmirian columns believe the architects. Their 
examinations under taken by scholars like Percey Brown, and 
Cunningham suggests that Kashmirian columnade applied in 
these temples clearly resemble with that of the classical peristyle 
of Greece and Romania. The Grecian influences demonstrated 
by Kashmirian monumental ruins of Martand, Avantipura and 
Pattan were further substantiated by the early sculptures found 
at Bijbehara, Semithan and Ushkar Places of the valley. These 
sculptures in execution and costume treatment bear strong 
Hellenistic features. The earlier sculptures are commissioned 
in terra cotta instead of stone. Such miniature terra cotta, 
figures had been recovered from various places of Kashmir. 
Mention may be made of Semithan, Parahaspura and Ushkar. 
These are identified as various Hindu and Buddhist icons, 
casted for worship purposes. These are believed to have been 
made during the early centuries of Christina era. These terra- 
cotta sculptures were soon followed by stone ones. Such early 
sculptures are known from Bijbehara and Pandrathan sites. 
These are dated between 4th to 7th Centuries AD and bear 
strong Hellenistic features. One of the sculptures is identified 
as Durga. The image is purely dressed in Hellenistic styles. 
The loose drapery and falling of the scarf in a series of folds 
at her feet like dress treatment is frequently seen on Grecian 
sculptures. The terra cotta image of the period are also dressed 
in same styles. 
The another Hindu deity Kartikeya, bears Hellenistic 
hairstyle. The arrangement of the hair and the wavy locks 
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falling over its shoulders, the folds of the drapery like features 
quietly resemble to similar features of the’Grecian sculptures 
and clearly speaks that Greeks had some authority over 
Kashmir, if not for a long period. Their authority over Kashmir 
is also evident through their coins. The Indo-Greek type coins 
are recorded here in a good number and their copper one's 
frequently are being reported from southern parts of the 
Kashmir. 

Despite having well numismatic and archaeological 
evidences available of Indo-Greeks and Indo-Scythians in 
Kashmir. The political history of these tribes has not been dealt 
with seriously, the task almost remains unattended. It is hoped 
that the scholars of ancient history and art would focus on the 
subject and bring to the light interesting features of Hellenistic 
art. 


Evidences of tribal sculpture art in Kashmir 

There are some sculptures of horsemen at the Lal 
Mandi, which are recorded to have been brought from the Gool 
area of Udhampur District. 

It was J&K Police, which recovered them long back 
from Gool and exhibited them at the control room, from there 
they were shifted to Lal Mandi. 

Experts working on them are of the opinion that these 
are evidences of tribal art traditions of Kashmir and represent 
some old Pahari culture. 

Few suggest these stones had been carved in the 
years when art of the sculpture had declined in the valley 
plains. While, others say that the tribal art ran contemporary to 
other sculptures arts of Kashmir. 

The sculptures depict a crudely executed tribal event: 
the Pahari featured horse backed men with bridle reins in their 
hands. Small figures in low relief are also carved on the bodies 
ofhorses. — 

The entire scene suggests some Pahari royal men 
with their attendants. The headdress, shoes and bold noses 
are features that relate to the Pahari culture. 
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fhe riders are well equipped with their traditional arms 
like hand axes, arrows and daggers. 


Afghanistan, the ancient Centre of Grecio-Buddhist Art 

As history witnesses, Kashmir andAfghanistan had very 
ancient political and cultural links. In various ancient literatures 

’ Kashmir is referred as Gandhara Kashmira. Gandhara one of 
the cities of Afghanistan during its ancient periods was one of the 
famous principalities of the subcontinent. It is included into the 
list of ancient Janpadhas (states) and Maha Janpadhas (major 
states). Kashmir, Texila and Pushkalvati (Peshawar) were the 
cites of this Mahajan padha. The Buddhist faith is said to got 
cultivated in Kashmir and Afghanistan simultaneously and its 
joint missionaries in later periods propagated the doctrine in 
Tibet and China. 

The lands of Afghanistan and Kashmir were also 
famous for its rich traditions of Graeco Buddhist Sculpture Art. 
The countries passed through a long and interesting periods 
of ancient history and remained under the sway of several 
advanced ancient civilizations of the world. Afghanistan had 
many precious collection of ancient cultural heritage to offer to 
its lovers. It is said that in its ancient periods, the land promoted 
Buddhist culture, the earliest propagation of which is attributed 
to one Majj-antika, the great missionary sent by Moggaliputta 
Tisa, the religious advisor of Ashoka in 3rd Century BC. 

Earlier to Ashoka it is mentioned as a Buddhist 
Mahajanpadha (Major State) Mouryans, are also said to had 
cultivated the Buddhist culture in the land and built several 
monasteries and Vihars. However the tallest standing Buddha 
images of Bomyan are dated to the Graeco-Buddhist periods. 

As states the history of the land that after the collapse 
of Mauryans, the land of Afghans was taken over by Greeks of 
Bactria in About 2nd Century BC. Alexander earlier had also 
won the land and established few Greek colonies: It was during 
the period of some Eukeratidus (Bactrian Greek Ruler) who 
took the advantage of weaknesses of Mouryans and conqured 
the land for his successors. About 30 Greek Princes of Bactria 
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(Balk) are believed ruled Afghanistan upto Ist Century AD. 
These Greek princes influenced the Buddhist Art and culture 
of the land and promoted Grecian artistic skills and traditions in 
making of icons and Buddhist worship places. Bactrian Greek 
who held the land of Afghanies inturn went influenced by local 
Buddhist Art and culture and it was the fusion of the two people 
who produced a remarkable synthesis of Grecio-Buddhist 
civilization and later gave birth to the world famous school of 
Gandhara art. Although the school was born in Ist Century BC 
during the period of Greeks but scholars view that it did not 
flourish till the advent of Kushans. These people were earlier 
known as Yuchi and lived on the borders of China. During the 
kingship of one Kuzula Kadphsis, Kushana defeated Harmons 
the lost ruler of Bactrian Greeks and occupied the land in about 
Ist Century AD. These people gradually won, ever various petty 
Kingdoms of Sycthian and Parthian tribes and established an 
extensive empire under the name of Kushan. The Hellinised 
art of Gandhara of its advancement appealed to the Kushan 
Kings. During the period of Kaniska in 2nd Century AD the 
art travelled to other places. Its strong traces are also felt in 
Kashmir too. Scholars have held Mahayan sect of Buddhism 
also responsible for the development of the Graceco-Buddhist 
art, numerous Buddhist icion like Avlokiteshwara, Tara, Manjusri 
Matreya offered a vast field for the talented sculptors of 
Afghanistan. Thousands of images in brass, Copper, stone and 
terra cotta were commissioned during the period of Kushans 
and their successors in Afghanistan. The local and European 
missionaries recovered number of the antiquities and coin 
hoards from Bomyan, Kabul, Gandhar and other historical 


cities of the land. Most of the archaeological numismatic and 
sculptural finds of Afghanistan are said had been housed in 
reputed museums and art galleries of the Europe and Asia but 
still a considerable number of glorious memorials of ancient 
Afghanistan are housed in the world famous Kabul Museum 


and other archaeological sites of the country. 


Early Sculptures 


a 
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Bijbehara, one of the interesting and important places 
to the archaeologists in its recent past excavations had filled 
a largest gap of missing cultural sequences of Kashmir. 
Excavations carried at Semithan (Bijbehara) in its different 
layers yielded tremendous archaeological and numismatic 
materials, which has helped historians to reconstruct the 
missing sequences to its considerable extent. Bijbehara a very 
ancient site, however, present days name looks the corrupt 
form of Vajayaswara which basically was the name of temple 
believed to had been raised here by Ashoka (268-233 BC). 

The town is situated about 40 kms from Srinagar 
in South Kashmir. It in its earlier excavations revealed few 
magnificent stone images of Hindu deities. These images 
housed in the state museum are considered the earliest 
stone images discovered so far and are dated to the period 
earlier to 6th Century AD. (Though there have been some 
unofficial reports of more earlier images from the valley but 
those have gone unrecorded) earlier to these stone images, 
Kashmiri sculptor looks to had used terra cotta for making of 
the images, such terra cotta miniature figure and heads had 
survived from the sites of Ushkar (Baramulla) Scythian type 
terra-cotta figures were found at Semithan. Such images are 
dated to Ist and 2nd Century AD and there is every possibility 
that the Bijbehara School, which earlier was involved in making 
of terra-cotta images, later shifted towards stone material, as 
the stone was more hard to survive for long periods. A close 
association in various features of terra cotta figures and stone 
images of the area is also observed. Both types of images are 
dressed in Hellenistic style and compares with a number of 
images of Gandhara School. 

The material clings to the body with a series of dense 
pleats between the legs indicated by string folds, a feature, 
observes, John Suidmak, is very common in the early art of 
both Kashmir and Gandhara. 

It is very interesting to note that the early images of 
Kashmir as come across in Bijbehara have more Hellenistic 


si ARTS & CRAFTS 


influence and less Gupta. 

In the medieval aged sculptures as found from 
Pandhrethan and Parahaspura sites Hellenistic features 
have been dominated by more Gupta styles, while the later 
sculptures of Awantipura and Varinag sites, the local influence 
has been a dorminant force. Not only in the body and 
costume treatment but of particular interests is the retention 
of personified attributers, which disappeared in usage in the 
rest of India in post Gupta periods but continued in art. The 
strong influences of the Kashmiri sculptural traditions later also 
impressed Ladakh i.e. why many Kashmiri images mostly in 
bronze were reported to have appeared in the art market of 
Ladakh from time to time. 


Sculpture that depicts Sidharthas birth 

There is a masterpiece sculpture exhibited in the 
archaeological gallery of Pratap Singh Museum at Lal Mandi. 
The stone sculpture is identified of. Queen Maya. The sculptures 
as per records was exhumed by veteran archaeologist Daya 
Ram Sahani when he undertook the extensive excavation at 
Pandhrathan on the right bank of River Jehlurn. As the sculpture 
has been displayed very near to the gateway of the museum 
it often faces attention of the common visitor who pays less 
attention on a dozen of other sculptures thickly queued up. 

There are many sculptures of both Hindu and Buddhist 
pantheon recorded to have been found from Pandharethan, 
which suggests that the place has been important to both the 
races. The sculpture of queen Maya with other sculptures of 
the Buddhist pantheon are dated between 6th & 7th century 
AD and believed as the earlier sculptures symbolizing a high 
degree of Kashmir sculpture art. i ; 

The Maya's sculpture, which is in upper part of relief 
representing the birth of Sidhartha, the future Buddha. Besides 
possessing artistic significance in itseif has a interesting event 
to tell us. The sculptor lapidary while preparing the rare artifact 
has kept in mind not only the sensuality of women when she 
is in labour but even the prevailing tradition of the day. It has 
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been the custom that when a woman was to deliver a child 
she was supposed to be in her parents home Maliun. When a 
woman develops labour she is invited to her Muliun by sending 
her any younger one. The queen Maya feeling the momentous 
time drawing near starts for her parents home as her parents 
has send her younger sister Prajppati for bringing Maya back 
to the Maliun. 

The story tells us that the queen Maya had hardly left 
her home, that on the way she developed labour pain, she 
stopped at the garden called Lumbini to take some rest, she felt 
uneasy by the pangs of her travail. Her right hand instinctively 
caught hold of a branch of the Asoka tree under which she, 
was standing, with her left hand she supports herself on the 
shoulders of her sister Prajapati who in the relief is seen at the 
left of the Queen. 

A female figure which is defaced seen on the top of 
Prajapati is waving the Chauri or flywisk she is identified with 
some goddess and waving the Chauri in order have some relief 
in queens labour pain. The another well diadeemed figure 
is also identified as a deity which has come for adoration of 
queen Maya for giving birth to the Sidhartha the future Buddha. 
The queen Maya is shown wearing crown and long earlobes, 
the branch of the tree have also been shown beatifully curving 
from left to right. The whole seen showing birth of Sidhartha 
(future Buddha) had been dealt so nicely that it is very easy to 
understand it. 

The sculpture has got many other details regarding 
its costumes, ornaments and psychological impressions that 
had been wisely introduced by its maker. It has got a artistic 
beautify and if you have chance to see it observe it kneely. 


Stone Sculptures of Pandhrethan 

While entering the modem city of Srinagar by road, 
scores of workshops of sculptors involved in making of brilliant 
types of different stone works are seen on the both sides of 
the highway at Pantha-Chowk, Athwajan and Pandhrethan 
localities. Hundreds of artists are working in these workshops 
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who make plinth stones, slabs, tombstones, inscribed stones, 
miniature mortars etc. they have also set-up their respective 
stalls where artifacts are sold to the buyers. These stone works 
of the area are famous across the valley and have gained a 
wide market. 

This stone art is centuries old, today if it produces 
brilliant types of stone items relevant to the requirements and 
tasts of the present-day society, in olden periods the place has 
been famous for making of brilliant types of stone sculptures 
which as per historical records got outdated with the expansion 
of Muslim Kingdom in 14th century AD. As idol worship, which 
is strictly prohibited in Islam, lost their market since Islamic faith 
got cultivated. Hence the artists like other schools of this art 
shifted to other trades of stone art. Present scenario of these 
localities clearly suggests the flourishing of contemporary 
stone art. What stone- artifacts this school produced in the 
past were decades back unearthened and are exhibited in the 
SPS museum of the Kashmir. 

History reveals that the localities of Panth Chowk, 
Athwajan and Pandrethen once formed the part of olden city 
founded here by some Ashoka named king in 3rd century BC. 
(The king is unanimously identified with Ashoka of Mauryan 
dynasty). He is credited to had made this city as his capital and 
named it Purindisthana. : 

The present name of Pandhrethen, originally is the 
andisIhana (ancient city). This olden city 
has got mention in Rajtarangni the classical epic of Kashmir 
by Kalhana. The Chinese pilgrim Huen Thsang who visited 
Kashmir in 631 AD also had made mention of Pandhrethan in 
his accounts. The city today has reached merely to a status of 
small town. It is seen on the right bank of river Jehlum. 

Of its antiquities the place still preserves a medieval 
aged temple of Meruvardhanaswani Vishnu constructed by 
Meruvardhana in the middle of 10°h century AD. 

Daya Ram Sahani veteran archaeologist who made 
extensive surveys and excavation at Pandhrethan exhumed 


corrupt form of Pur: 
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numerous stone image of several Hindu and Buddhist deitie of 
Kashmir, worshiped in their respective times. These sculptures 
are housed in SPS Museum at Srinagar, and date between 6th 
to 8th century AD. Although few scholars say that Pandhrethan’s 
importance as a centre of art go back to earliest times but to 
believe it evidences are not available. The sculptures exhumed 
none of that date earlier to 6th century AD. 

The characterized feature of Pandrethan sculptures 
lies in their heavy, fleshy treatment of the body and faces and 
bold ornamentation’s. The style is very vigorous with strong 
exaggerated features and the forms are more animated than in 
the earlier schools, says an expert on Kashmiri sculpture John 
Sludmark. 

The Pandrethan sculptures contribute a rich portion to 
the sculpture collection of the museum and suggest that there 
sculptures where made in the time when Kashmiri sculptor had 
attained a high skill. The body and costume treatment brings 
these sculptures close to post Gandhara and post Gupta art. 
It is interested to observe to what extent the local sculptor had 
been got impressed by these two famous schools of the sub- 
continent that he has attempted to imitate their types. The local 
features were not altogether ignored, the faces appearance, 
ornaments, dress and hair styles on few of there sculptures are 
purely of local order. 


The Metal Magic 

Handling Metal is a bit difficult and tedious than wood. 
It requires not only high skill but also improved instruments and 
casting and clipping technologies. Romans and Greeks were 
the first to introduce metal in various uses. 

Harappan people also made ornaments and seals of 
it. Kashmiris did not remain far-behind in making impressive 
objects of copper and bronze. 

The tale of Kashmiri metal works is very old, perhaps 
as old as the political history of the land. The metal workers 
commissioned impressive objects to meet the social and 
economic requirements of the country. 


AGING 
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Official coins, ornaments, religious icons, domestic 
utensils etc. are the things, which have a long history in the 
Valley. The craftsmen of the land produced brilliant metal works. 
The early medieval and medieval ages witnessed the promotion 
of Hindu and Buddhist cultures. The followers of these faiths 
required icons of various deities. These deities were not only 
made in stone and wood but also in bronze. The land is said 
to have cultivated a rich tradition of metal images, rarely found 
anywhere. “Unlike other regions where copper alloys were 
preferred Kashmir sculptures had been partial to brass which 
were often inlaid with silver and copper’, says Pratapiditya Pal, 
in his book on, “Kashmiri bronze works”. Besides masterpieces 
in copper and bronze, Kalhana has made mention of several 
gold and silver images. Some of such images, ac-cording 
to his reports, were installed in the temples of Parihaspura. 
The European and local archaeologists recovered a number 
of wonderful bronze images from excavated sites that today 
have be come the zenith of stalls of world museums and art 
galleries. Prepared through casting technique these wonderful 
images clearly speak of the valley's high skilled metal art. 
Percey Brown, George Watts, Pratapaditya Pal and John 
Seuidmark like veteran scholars on the subject have made a 
detailed mention of Kashmir metal works in their respective 
accounts. ; 

They have classified the Kashmiri works in separate 
groups and found its influence on the bronze produced in 
other regions. It was during the Hindu and Buddhist ages that 


impressive bronze images were commissioned here practice 


was discouraged by the new faith that got cultivated here from 


14th century onwards. It was the advent of Islam wherein not 

only worshipping but also even commissioning of the image 

is strictly prohibited. So the communities involved in making 
brilliant images shifted to other trades. 

It promoted making of utensil collections. Various types 

cooking and serving food were 


of domestic vessels used for ay 
made from copper. This new irade also developed very ast. Its 
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makers extended their ingenuity and skill to working in copper 
with Persian and Iranian influences. The copper utensils turned 
more popular and Muslim society adopted it strictly. This gave 
rise to copper industry, which rapidly flourished through, out 
the valley. 

Centuries old magnificent utensils of Kashmir also 
found their place in the art galleries of the world. Although 
many old traditions of land vanished from the scene but copper 
utensil manufacturing is flourishing all over Kashmir. Despite 
inroads made by the machine-made objects, the popularity 
of using copper pots has not collapsed, says Muhammad 
Ramzan who runs copper shop in old Srinagar city. 

As per unofficial estimates four to five hundred families 
are involved in making these objects while thousands of people 
are involved at various stages of this trade. 

The objects used as common utensils include 
_ Samavars, Tashti Nari, Vessels, Water Jugs, Plate Trays, 

_ Bowls, Wood Dan, etc. These objets are usually plated with tin 
‘before they are used. Hundreds of workshops and sale shops 
have come up in far-flung villages of the valley which itself 
is indicative of the popularity of these works. In other places 
copper and metal art is not doing better. Yet in the valley it 
is making good of it where the local artists without any state 
support are making impressive utensils. 


Lattice Work in Kashmir 

Zaelepanjray teale nazar trave Bali asimi tamblav 

The explanation of the couplet definitely will be difficult 
task for the coming generations for the word Zaele panjray. 
The word would be a strange one for them to understand. 
When Mulla Tahir Gani used the word Kralapan in one of the 
couplets of his Divan, it made Iranian poet difficult to have its 
explanation so he arrived here to trace its meaning. He was 
shown the Kralapan and how it detached the pot from the 
potter’s wheel. The Iranian could then understand Kashmiri 
Kralapan but how can future generations comprehend the 
meaning of zaele panjray. Since by that time the last standing 
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evidences of the work shall have vanished from the land. 

Latticework, locally known by the name of Panjrakari 
was very popular in Kashmiri houses. The craftsmen dealing 
with wooden works used to fill the doors, windows, ventilators 
with jali screens formed of lattice work. It was a most 
complicated art perhaps no less than carving or inlaying. The 
jali screens were built up of minute laths arranged in geometric 
forms so as to display their edges. They are held in position by 
the pressure they exert upon each other by certain main lines 
being doweled together and by the frame of the panel within 
which they were fitted. The minute laths were made of either 
deodar or walnut wood. The logs were chipped to the desired 
length and breadth and then woven in several orders. The 
geometric, sun and moon orders were commonly followed. 

Many designs of Panjra Kari were popular in Kashmir, 
the most favourte being those of the rising sun and cobwebs. 
The best kind of Pinjra work was known by their Kashmiri names 
posh kandur, chaharkhana, shashpahlu, dwazdah sar, sheikh 
sar, jujjari, shirin and tota shesh tez. The Panjras were formed 
in these designs in square and rectangular shapes. These 
Panjras were then put in many and varied uses in Kashmiri 
houses, Windows, doors railings, ventilators, ornamental 
partitions and screen were all done in Pinjira. 

Most of the houses built in 19th & 20th century had 
carried wonderful decorations of panjra-kari. Unfortunately 
the craft has disappeared from Kashmir craft scene. Even the 
houses, which formed lattice decorations, are being ruthlessly 
dismantled. In the old city of Srinagar, in Habba Kadal, Saraf 
Kadal and Zaina Kadal areas numerous houses had carried 
wonderful designs of lattice works. Their doors, windows, 
ventilators (Roshan Dans) were filled with these jali screens of 


wood. 
f this art like other wood works has a 


holars have traced its history 
d of Harsha. While quoting 
de mention of a twelve 


The history 0 
long history in Kashmir, some SC 
from eleventh century, the perio 
Kalhana, these scholars have ma 
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storeyed wooden palace of Harsha’s period decorated by 
wooden works. Most of the scholars believe that Shahmiri 
Sultans first introduced it in their architecture while few say that 
panjrakari was introduced and promoted by great Mughals. It 
least matters who introduced it, but it signified that the craft got 
cultivated here for centuries together. 

It was initially used in Muslim shrines, almost all- 
ancient Muslim shrines carry wonderful designs of intricate 
latticework. From here it got adopted in common structures 
and then a time reached when it began to be followed strictly 
in Kashmiri architectures. 

The foreign travelers who visited Kashmir valley have 
made good mention of lattice works in their accounts. Some of 
them produced their respective research on the art. Bernier, 
who visited Kashmir in the reign of Aurangzeb makes a mention 
of the latticed windows, shutters and doors and the houses of 
kings and nobles which screened from view the beautiful ladies 
of their harem. That is why, the Pinjra also figured frequently 
in the romantic folklore of Kashmiri. To quote the Kashmiri 
verse, 

Zaele panjray teale nazar trave 
Bali asimi tamblav 

(Bestow upon me one glance from behind the Pinjra. 
Oh beauty pray, do not tantalize me). The verse also symbolizes 
the popularity of Jali screens. The doors were not thrown open 
always but sometimes closed, the light used to pass into the 
room through the small holes of the wooden screens. 

Although now one sees some revival of this artistic and 
romantic Pinjra in cemented works also. However, the sheen 
and glory of the craft in wood is something extraordinary. 

The craft has now almost disappeared and even 
existing works are ruthlessly vanishing from the old houses. 
The ruined and neglected houses of the old city of Srinagar 
exhibit a pathetic view of these glorious screens. As the things 
stand, the revival of the art cannot even be imagined. However, 
few spinners of the art visible on the traditional houses of old 
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city requires to be brought under some protection act. So that 
the forthcoming generation could also get a concept of this 
art. 


Greek Influence on Kashmir art 

Kashmir, because of its terrain, lack of communications 
and geographical inaccessibility remained cut off from the rest 
of the world until recent times. Yet it provided a panoramic view 
of various cultures indicating that different civilizations must 
have left an imprint on this secluded land. Al-though flanked by 
high mountains, a few passes pro-vided by nature allowed men 
of high talent representing advanced civilizations to assemble, 
and ex-change views. The scorching heat of the plains must 
have forced scholars and adventurous type of men to pay a 
visit to Kashmir. 

Kashmir has a rich composite culture. During the 
early centuries of Christian era, Kashmiri culture displayed the 
impact of Hellenistic order carried to Kashmir by the Greeks, 
Scythians, Parthians, Kushans and Huns. 

Our present day historians have been banking upon 
the legendary and mythological stories as earlier attempted by 
Kalhana and later historians in their chronicles. There have 
been hardly any serious efforts to move towards material 
cultural findings available to us in the shape of archaeological 
numismatic and epigraphic material. 2 

The presence of Greek princes or Grecian influence 
in Kashmir remained embedded but it was never explored. 
We have plenty of source material available to ascertain their 
presence in Kashmir but no serious work has been done on 


this subject either. 


There is only one stray reference found in Rajtarangni 


when Kalhana says how Jaluka, a Kashmiri king, waged a 
ruthless war against Malaches who then were trying to establish 
their kingdom in territories bordering Kashmir. Who were these 
Malaches? The latter scholars have identified them as Greek 
princes who had already established themselves in Bactria 
region of Central Asia. In another document, Malinda Panha’, 
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there is a discussion recorded between Naga Sena, a Buddhist 
monk and Milinda, (who is being identified as Minander, the 
Greek king of North Western India). Several coins of this 
king have been found in Kashmir. During the excavation of 
Semithan archaeological site in Anantnag district, many Greek 
influenced relics were found from its layers. These included 
Greek pottery, coins and sculptures of Greek deities. Anumber 
of Greek coins are also preserved in SPS Museum at Srinagar. 
Talking about these coins, the Incharge of Coin Section in SPS 
at Museum said, ‘in our numismatic collection we have been 
taking care of coins of Greek princes, namely Enthydemons, 
Eurkritidus, Appollodotus, Menander, Antimachos, Hippostrates 
and others. 

From Greek records and numismatic evidences we 
come to know that during selecuid times when Antioxy-l, 
became the king of Syria and Mesopotamia, Greeks established 
themselves permanently in Central Asia. Earlier Alexander had 
gone upto north-western parts of India, that included Kashmir 
also, (not the whole of Kashmir). He went back with out 
establishing any permanent empire. No doubt Greek colonies 
were established but they had no strength to rise to power. It 
was only during the time of Diodotus, a Bactrin Greek prince, 
who revolted against the suzerainty of the Selucids in about 
250 BC and declared independence from Central Asia. The 
Greeks earlier got their permanent settlement in Central Asia 
and from there they started their expeditions to the south of 
Hindukush. Till 2nd century BC the Muryan empire to the 
south of Hindukush (that included present day, Afghanistan, 
Pakistan, Kashmir and some parts of India) weakened and 
almost collapsed. This paved the way for Greek princes of 
Central Asia to move towards the parts of South of Hindukush. 
Demetrus was the first Greek king who initiated a process of 
expeditions towards the dying Muryan empire and in about 
150 BC succeeded to occupy a very large portion of Mauryan 
empire towards the south of Hindukush. Demetrus became 
the first Indo-Greek king, and later on he was succeeded by 
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thirty-two Greek princes, who one after the other ascended the 
throne in the sub-continent. The authority of Greek princes in 
the sub-continent lasted for about two centuries. This period in 
Indian history is known as Indo-Greek period. The main source 
for this period is their coinages, which have been found in the 
upper reaches of Kashmir valley as well. 

Alexander Cunnigham had come across several Indo- 
Greek coins from the upper plains of Jehlum valley. G B Bleazby 
has also recorded several such coins in his ‘list of coins and 
medals’, which he found in Kashmir during Maharaja Pratap 
Singh's rule. Strong Greek influence is found in Kashmir's 
classical structures too. The ruins of Matarnd, Avantipora 
and Pattan also carry Greek influences. “The massive stone 
columns evident in these ruins are nothing more than the 
Greek and roman style’ says a Kashmiri architect. 

To quote P N K Bamzai, “The characteristic features 
of the Kashmirian architecture are its lofty pyramidal roofs, 
its trefoiled doorways, covered by pyramidal pediments and 
the great width of its inter-columniations. That it had been 
influenced by Greek and Roman styles is evidenced by the 
close resemblance, which the Kashmirian colonnade bears 
to the classical peristyle of Greece. Greek art is evident on 
our sculptures and terracotta tiles. These artifacts preserved 
in various museums of India and Pakistan and dating back 
to 2nd century AD to 12th century AD have carried many 
Greek influences. The costumes of these sculptures and 
tiles are purely Greek in style. Even Greek motifs are raised 
in low relief on the tiles of Harwan. “Sculptural art of distinct 
Kashmirian characteristics is a real synthesis of the influences 


from Gandhara School”, feels P N K Bamzai in his book titled 


A History of Kashmir. What, is Gandhara school? It has well 


been accepted by al-most all scholars, a Greek institutio., with 


Greek art as its main source. ; 

We have plenty of source material available in Kashmir 
to study Grecian influence in Kashmir. Indo-Greek, Indo- 
Scythian, Indo-Parthian and Kushan coins, which carry strong 
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Greek features, have been found in Kashmir. However, there 
is the need of their proper study and documentation. 

John, a British based scholar working on Kashmiri 
sculptures, has found strong Gandhara influence in early 
sculptures of Kashmir. 

The sculptures exhumed from Bijbehara and Ushkar 
sites dating back to 5th century to 9th century AD are very much 
Greek influenced. The faces, eyes, foreheads and costumes 
that appear on these sculptures represent Greek origin. 

, There are several villages and sites in Kashmir which 
after two thousands years still have been preserving their Greek 
type names: Damudar in district Budgam and Memendar in 
district Pulwama reminds us of two very famous Greek-Princes, 
Demetrius and Menandar respectively. Damudar is the corrupt 
form of Demietrus while Memendar that of Menandar. We have 
another village in Shopian carrying the name of Harmous, 
another Greek prince. The village is today recognized by the 
name of ‘Harum’. The name of the village “Pallun’ can be 
suggested as the corrupt form of Apollu, another Greek prince. 
The presence of several Greek princes in Kashmir, the Grecian 
influences on our arts and architecture clearly speaks of close 
ties that once existed between Kashmir and Greece. 

All those political, economic and socio-cultural ties that 
existed between these two nations during ancient times can be 
traced out only if we promote numismatic and archaeological 
research. 


Artistic links of Kashmir with ancient Greece & Egypt 

The characteristic features of the ancient Kashmirian 
architecture are widely believed to had been influenced by 
the contemporary Greek and Roman styles. It included lofty 
pyramidal roofs, its trefoiled doorways, covered by pyramidal 
pediment and the great wedith of its calumniation. The features 
resembled closely with the classical pre-style of Greece. The 
association is found more deeps on Kashmirian and Greece 
columnades. This influence is suggested to had reached 
though Gandhara. In 6th century BC Kashmir and Gandhara . 


a 
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perhaps the land formed parts of Persian Achaemeind Empire. 
There are few fragmentary evidences that in 327 BC Abhisara, 
the ruler of Kashmir succumbed to the might of Alexander, but 
it is not clear weather it become the part of selucide empire or 
not. If on the other hand numismatists claim finding of several 
Greek coins from Kashmir that included the coins of Alexander 
the great but this entire period is fully over showered with 
confusion. So to believe it that Kashmirian architects borrowed 
the above mentioned influences directly from Greeks is 
obscure i.e. why many scholars, which included Alexander 
Cunningham advocates that Kashmirian architects borrowed 
the style from the Indo-Greeks during their occupation of the 
land which is established to its sufficient end. 

However, the pyramidal type roofs are being suggested 
as the imitation of great pyramids of ancient Egypt. The 
tradition is believed to have first reached to Syria and from 
here to Persian empire. In expending this architectural tradition 
Greacins and Romans have performed effective role. 

The recent past archaeological research in Kashmir arc 
adding new dimensions to the architectural history of Kashmir, 
the terra-cotta tiles discovered across Kashmir had carried 
a series of interesting stamped motifs. A few of such motifs 
have been identified of the well established civilizations of the 
world. One of such motif identified on few tiles of the Pahalgam 
finds are being suggested an imitation of an Egyptian motif 
discovered on a potshed of Egypt. The potsherd which depicts 
king Narmar of Egypt in an lower Egyptian crown below him 
appears motif of composite mythical animals dated to 2700 BC 
The motif of the similar composite mythical animal has been 
identified one few of the terra-cotta tiles of Hionar Pahalgam. 
Fida Muhammad Hassnian the excavator of these tiles was 
first to publish such tiles in line drawings and has been strongly 
advocating the theory. These tiles are dated to first centuries 
of the Christen era. The motif seen on the Egyptian potsherd is 
very excellent while on Hionar tiles it is a bit ina deteriorated 
condition. Although the purpose of these tile pavements is not 
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fully established but there is an agreement in the thought that 
these tiles used to decorate walls and floors. The tradition has 
also been in vogue in ancient Egypt where they used to beaten 
earth with bricks in a layer of plaster, which was sometimes 
painted. The tradition of covering the floors of houses by simple 
earthen plaster is still in vogue in Kashmir. 


Mat-making a dying art of Kashmir 

With the advancement of new technologies Kashmiri’s 
have lost several traditional ‘domestic arts’. Mat making is 
one of those, mats manufactured of “Pechi” and Straws have 
almost disappeared in urban life. Today their house decoration 
and floor decorations include high class Jute and coir matings 
and there are considered essential floor covers. While, as wall 
to wall to appear to be luxurious house decorations. 

House decoration had a long and interesting historical 
career, they are perhaps as old as human civilization itself. In 
ancient times Kashmiri inmates had decorated the floor of their 
huts either by tree leaves or by simple mud plaster. Such is 
evident from the excavations of Burzhama and Gufakral sites. 
Later Kashmiri’s used to decorate the floors of their huts by 
open- straw of rice grasses. The floor was firstly leveled than it 
was covered over with light mud plaster than it was decorated 
with open dry grasses, especially in winter times. The later 
development was of mat making. Mats were composed of 
“Pechi” or of straw taken from dry rice grasses. Then used 
in floor decoration. Mats of pech usually were used in urban 
housing and in floor of mosques and tombs and mats proceeded 
of dry straw grasses were used mostly in rural housing. 

Mat making, as history reveals was introduced in 
Kashmir in Mirza Haider Daughlat’s pen. There were two 
types of mat-making art in Kashmir one called “waggu” and 
the other “patgi”. The Pech, says Lawrence is the swamp plant 
from which excellent mating of Kashmiri is made. The “Pechi” 
was not cultivated but it often used to grow in plenty in various 
swamps. The Anchar lagoon to the north of Srinagar was the 
great home of pech. The trade was associated with Hanjis of 
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Kashmir, having their establishments in lake and riversides. It 
provided employment to a large number of people. The people 
of Lasjan, Srinagar were known the best mat-makers Patgi. This 
type of mating art flourished in rural areas only the raw material 
employed in execution of patgi was straw of rice grasses. The 
manufacturing process evolved first wavered ropes of grasses, 
combined from one side together, than putting over the basket 
wet grasses were then given to ropes. So patgi was prepared. 
The whole process took weeks time in preparing a “patgi” of 6’ 
x 10’: 

This was the domestic art of Kashmiri rural people, 
mostly undertaken in winter season. These mates of straw 
were than transported to towns also. On the whole the mat 
making proceeded such mats which were limited to home 
consumption only. 

But today this simple and cheapest art is disappearing. 
It is going behind the black screen and would hardly recover 
from it. Government Handicrafts Department entrusted with the 
job of promotion of domestic arts of Kashmir had hardly cared 
for the protection of this art. No steps are taken to prompt and 
encourage the village artists proceeding artifacts of straw and 
pechi. Today this type of mating is seen in far-flung areas only, 


that too in poor houses. 
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CHAPTER 3 
AGRICULTURE 


Youis Kari Gungul Suie Kari Kraaw 

Just like in other arts and crafts, Kashmiri in the field of 
agriculture has also won a good fame. He has been recognized 
as an experienced agriculturist. Lawrance says him of a man 
of routine who does everything in its proper time whether it is 
ploughing, sowing, harvesting, sheep shearing it has its proper 
time and calendar. Its time is determined by the day on which 
the sun enters aries and spring commences Nauroz and the 
day on which the sun enters Libra Mizan and autumn begins. 
He knew very well what different crops to suit its different lands 
and how to get maximum returns of his production, He maintains 
a proper agriculture operational calendar. Lawrance says, that 
the Kashmiri former has adopted some local calendar, which 
is commonly known as ‘Grist months’ it corresponds to the 
Indian Bikrime era. As per local legend the calendar had been 
introduced here during the period of Sultan Shams-ud-Din. 
Its months are accounted as Vahak, Zeth, Sharawan-Bhodur, 
Ashud, Kartic, Mongor and Tstir, their equivalents for the Indian 
Bisak, Jeth, Sawan, Bhadron, Asuj Kartik, Magar and chet. The 
former divides the year into six seasons each of two months. 
It would start from sounth and followed by Grisham, Wairat, 
Hard, Wandh and Shushir. 

In his calender the Nouroz and Mizan had a great 
significance. Even centuries passed when this calendar was 
introduced but in agricultural operations it still continues 
though their had been changes in agriculture technologies 
and crop systems i.e. earlier his lands were single cropped 
today those are doubled cropped. Earlier it was Vatar system 
of farming today it is plantation type forming, similarly with the 
advancement of agricultural technology-the Kashmiri former 
has also introduced advanced implements in its various phases 
of the forming. 

Agricultural operations in Kashmir are carefully timed 
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observes a European expert. He says that its forming is to fall 
with in a certain period before or after the Nauroz the spring 
day of the Musalmans & Mizan or commencement of autumn. 
If it is exceeded there will be a certain failure in the crop, 
which is cultivated in a most precise manner. Kashmiri former 
usually sows his rice seed with in forty days after the Nauroz 
commences. 

Nauroz, which also signifies nine days are believed 
best days for sowing Rabi Crop seeds. There nine days are 
counted from 1st chat to 9th chat which corresponds to 13th 
March to 2Ist March. It is the time when sun enters Aries and 
effects climatic change. It is the commencement of spring. 
Th farmers wait and will not sow the seeds before it. It is 
widely believed that seed sown before Nauroz had a low yield 
Assadullah a senior agriculturist says is it well a observed fact. 
He says that he had himself seen such vegetable seeds sown 
before Nauroz failed to yield any thing. 

The earlier rice cultivation system was based on Vatar 
farming, as soon as SNOW melted from his lands, the village 
former with their plough bullock would attended their vacant 
lands. The lands had mostly remained undisturbed since the 
last rice crop was cut. The first ploughing of this nature would 
be called Gungul it was celebrated as a local festival to mark 
the arrival of Sunith, on these respective days of ploughing the 
formers will give offering and Nazranas. Sometimes dry fruits 
like Walnuts were distributed among the locals on their lands. 
It was followed by sowing of rice seeds. These seeds in form 
of rice grains are first kept for few days in water in bags and 
then spread before sun heat. After attaining some heat these 
seeds are again covered so that even air should not go into it 
for about certain period till traces of plant emerged from these 
grains and then these are taken to forms and sown their on 
the prepared lands. This occasion is marked by distribution of 
‘cooked rice’ Tehar to village children at the respective lands 
and at the local Muslim shrines where farmers used to offer 
special prayers for the prosperous yield of their seeds. 


————— ee pry 


126 DISCOVERIES OF KASHMIR 


The tradition of Vatar forming has now collapsed and 
the Kashmiri former has also modified it. Since recent past 
formers used to prepare a small-required piece of land called 
Thajwan (plantation form) and seeds of their respective rice 
forms are sown into it. In about 40 days the rice plants would 
grow to the required length and then these plants are extracted 
from it and planted on the respective lands. The plantation of 
rice is also a very charmful occasion the season rests for about 
a month. It starts from last week of the May and shall continue 
upto 2Ist of June though sometimes the rice plantation ought 
to continue to the end of the June. These plants as believe 
the formers strengthen its roots into the soil within two and a 
half days. Earlier there was the tradition of Nendh ‘extraction 
of grasses.’ The Vatar forming required five turns of Nendh 
i.e. the “extraction of grasses’ from the rice forms was taken 
for about five turns with certain intervals but nowadays Nendh 
Dawah (different pesticides) had made things easier and the 
extraction of the grasses takes places only once. The another 
occasion before its harvesting was observed when paddy corn 
rose from the plants called Danhul this time the sacrifices of 
cocks were given. The formers would halal their respective 
cock as kept reserved since their rice plantation. This cock 
was called Huil Kokur the paddy corn cock. It was mixed 
with cooked rice and taken to the nearest shrine were it was 
distributed among children. However, this tradition of marking 
of paddy corn has almost become extinct. 

The harvesting of rice corps takes place in Hard in the 
month of Ashwin, which usually corresponds September and 
October. Just like the Nauroz the Meezan days has a great 
significance in harvesting of the crops. As it signifies balance 
there are 10 days of Mizan and these are accounted from 
Ist Ashwin to the 10th of Ashwin, which usually corresponds 
September 16 to September 26. The experienced cultivators 
would never cut their crops before it undergoes the Meezan 
days says, Ramzan. Bhat, he believes that the ten days of 

- Mezan enables the production to turn complete ripe and while 
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husking its grains the rices would not broke. There are several 
other farmers who endorse Bhats experiences. 

The way in which Kashmiri former has been undertaking 
his agricultural operations form Nauroz upto the Meezan had 
no equal match. 1 am not talking of present-day former for 
whom the advanced technologies had made things more 
easier | talk about our ancestors who besides maintaining a 
proper calendar, and traditions had to afford a vigorous form of 
exercise while performing their respective agricultural works. 
His hard work and experiences had left glorious imprints on the 
agricultural history of Kashmir. 

The concluding phase of the rabi crop is called 
harvesting which takes place in Harud. It is undertaken 
systematically and haphazard patterns are abstained. The 
peasants in the month of Sept/Oct. are seen in their respective 
paddy fields in rows collecting the fruit of their hardwork. The 
paddy is cut from its roots in a proper sequence. The days 
cuttings are bound in small bundles on the following day. 
The evenings are preferred for making of the paddy bundles 
and when it turns moisture free, is collected at one place in 
a pyramid style and allowed there to remain for few weeks. 
During the season the paddy pyramids are seen standing in 
the rice fields. At lost process of extraction of corn starts which 
takes weeks together, the process is locally knonw as “Dani 


Chhumbun’. 
Muhul Te Kanz 
Since centuries Kashmiris had been habitual of taking 
rice instead of bread. As Haak wa Ba'ata had been its favourite 
dish. There was the tradition of rice cultivation on maximum 
lands and only few upper lands known as ‘woder’ lands were 
being used for orchards and maize cultivation. These accounted 
very few and had no favourable irrigation and climatic facilities 
to cultivate rice. The other lands in valley plains had a good 


i i i i i turns infact rice got 
capacity to yield maximum rice grain re aC 
introduced as an essential food for common Kashmiris. Even in 

their daughters in marriage to 


olden times people used to gave 
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the men who could afford two times rice meal. Haak wa ba’ata 
served as the standard in fixing of marriages. For making of 
rice it was not only essential to cultivate it with hard work but 
even to undergo a vigorous task to obtain rice from its grains. 
It was mostly duty of women to husk it and produce rice and 
to cook it. 

For making of Ba’ata the grains had to be first husked 
and cleared properly and then cooked. The classical implements 
used in husking of the rice had been the pestle and mortar 
Muhul Te Kanz. The mortar was made of a hollowed out pole of 
wood and sometimes stone. The sculptor Lapidary would made 
excellent stone mortars. The pestle usually was made of light 
hard wood and the best and hardest of woods for the purpose 
was the hawthorn. This method of husking of rice affords a 
vigorous form of exercise for women but it turned out a clean 
and polished grain. The next development of the technology 
was followed in some villages by hammer system under this 
system rice was husked in a heavy log hammer which worked 
on a pivot, and was raised by men who step on and step off 
the end away from the hammer. The another development of 
the technology was followed by Gender it also husked the rice 
through hammer but it was driven by water presser. Lawrence 
is said to have introduced a wooden hand mill similar to those 
used in West Indies. . Although it involved less labour but it 
broke the grain. The grains required only one pounding in the 
mortar when gone through the mill. However, this system could 
not gain any currency here. The traditional style of husking 
rice was carried exclusively through mortar and pestle. The 
village women were performing this vigorous task for their 
household. The mornings and evenings in villages observed 
the sounds of husk Shutuyia sometimes these women would 
also song different folk songs to over come their fatigues while 
on workshop. 

No doubt it was a difficult task and two women could 
husk not more than 10 kgs of grain per turn and they could 
attempt three or four such turns. Under the system the grains 
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were to be husked three times to make worth it use. 

The mortar and pestle Muhul Te Kanz has today 
become extremely rare, as the tradition of husking of rice 
through this technology had almost disappeared. Nowadays 
there are rice mills driven by waterpower and diesel generators 
husking quintals of grains in less time. It has not only saved 
time but also the vigorous labour of the women folk. Despite 
of this advanced husking facilities the classical technology like 
mortar and pestle had carved its own place in the centuries old 
agricultural technology. Hence, few specimen of mortar and 
pestle require to be preserved in some institution so that the 
forthcoming generators could also get a concept of traditional 
husking of rice. 
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CHAPTER 4 
COINS 


Evolution of Kashmir Coinage 

Very little is known about ancient exchange mechanism 
of Kashmir. Kashmir, as accounted in various ancient 
literatures, was full of waters in its earlier periods, which 
later on gradually drained off. The inhabitance started on the 
Kerawas. Those were different tribes that arrived here from 
neighbouring countries. The excavations carried out on some 
Karevas have yielded ancient ruins of those tribes that lived 
in Kashmir millions of years ago. Nothing is known about their 
exchange system. However it is believed that like other parts 
of the sub-continent non-metallic things must have served their 
exchange systems. In our ancient literature and folk tales, we 
have preserved a few interesting terms that might have served 
as medium of exchange and sometimes-basic unit of it. Some 
historians have advocated rice, cattle wealth, and cowrie shell 
like things, which served as ancient medium of exchange in 
Kashmir. They have taken this information from Rajtarangni and 
other contemporary chronicles but these things had come into 
practice when metal has already evolved in exchange system. 
These things as reported in Kashmiri chronicles were used 
side by side with metal. Even these days we see in our rural 
areas rice being taken to shopkeepers to purchase required 
commodities. However, these things in absence of any other 
evidence can also be believed to have served our ancient 
exchange markets. Cowries has been used an monetary token 
of Kashmir as elsewhere in India from earlier times. Kalhana 
has named in a characteristic fashion the lowest and the highest 
monitory values when he speaks of king Samgramadiva who 
starting with a cowrie (Varatak amassed crores). Similarly 
Kshemendra humorously describes the miserly trader, who 
in the evening after fleecing his customers, were induced to 
give three cowries to his household. Besides cowrie we find in 
ancient Kashmir another medium of exchange, namely rice. So 
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far as the question of introducting coins in Kashmir is concerned 
unfortunately no numismatic findings record has been kept of 
excavations carried out at various places, except of Semthan 
in South Kashmir. Here the excavator has come across several 
panch marka coins in copper and silver side by side with Greek 
and Scythian coins. A few ancient coins are also reported to 
have been discovered. Two panch marka pieces collected by 
G B Bleazby somewhere from Kashmir are also recorded in 
numismatic collection of SPS Museum. | have myself come 
across several four and five symboled panch marka coins in 
private collections of Srinagar City but | never heard or come 
across any big hoard of such coins else where from Kashmir. 
The rest discovered panch marka and cast coins are also still 

to be studied, their types, weight standard and fabrics are to 
be analyzed and studies in relation to other such coins found 

in other parts of the sub-continent. If these coins are assumed 

to have been issued in Kashmir then we can say that like other 
parts of the sub-continent panch marka coins are the earliest 

ones of Kashmir issued here in the Jana-padha and Mauryan 

period circa 600-150 BC. 

During jana-padha period circa 600-350 BC we are 
told in ancient chronicles that the sub-continent was divided 
in sixteen janapadha's (minor states) and mahajanapadha’s 
(major states) Gandhara was one of the Mahajanapadha’s 
consisting of northwestern part of the sub-continent. Kashmir 
also formed the integral part of this Mahajanapadh (major 
state). That is why it has also been named as ‘Gandhara- 
Kashmir’. From archaeological layers and in coin hoards of 
Gandhara archaeologists and numismatists have discovered 
a very interesting panch marka coin type In silver that is 
concave shaped and had got six armed symbol punched on 
its two edges of the metal pieces, on either side. This coin type 
exclusively is found in Gandhara. It is so shaped that it is also 
known as belt bar Hitheto no such coins type IS reported from 
Kashmir. If this coin type is found in Kashmir then we shall 
have also numismatic evidence to believe Kashmir to have 
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formed part of Gandhara and this coin type as the earliest coin 
of Kashmir. 

On the other hand like other parts of the sub-continent 
there is no any such literary evidence of panch marka coins to 
have been issued in Kashmir and it is only archaeological and 
numismatic evidence on the basis of which panch marka coins 
have been treated as the earliest established coinages of the 
sub-continent. In Kashmir we have also got archaeological and 
numismatic evidence to believe panch marka coins to have 
served as the ancient coinage of Kashmir. But it needs wide 
debate to believe these panch marka coins found in Kashmir 
were issued from Kashmir mint. 

In the numerous passages of the Rajtarangni later 
chronicles of Jonaraja and Suivara and in the Loka Prakasa of 
Kshemedra we find references to term. ‘Dinara’ having served 
as monitory token in ancient Kashmir. This monetary token can 
easily be identified with Kushana gold and copper coins issued 
in Kashmir and other parts of the sub-continent by Kushana 
kings. Anumber of such coins have been found throughout the 
length and breadth of Kashmir. Scholars have been treating 
these Kushana type coins as the earliest coins of Kashmir. 
There are other experts who treat Hun coins as the earliest 
coins of Kashmir. However, such scholars have ignored the 
presence of panch marka coins, which are undocumented and 
uncatalogued. It is the need of the hour to promote numismatic 
researches and take step for documenting and cataloging of 
this neglected heritage. 


Ancient-money units 

Therearevariousnumismatictermsrecordedin Kashmir 
history, which some times refer to various denominations and 
some times to its units. These terms gleaned from historical 
accounts are; Cowri, Kani, Dinnar, Ashrafi, Tanka, Siyah Pole, 
Rupaka, Suvarna Rob Sasnu, Karsha, Kasirahs, Barahkanis, 
Panchis, Hots, Sasnu, Pan, Sikkah etc. 

The lowest unit of the Kashmir money account 
was based on Coweri which was used for small and minor 
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transactions, Kani was the other unit of its money account of 
(2 Surkhs or Ratis, 1.82 grains 2 = 3.64 grains), twelve and a 
half Kanis made one Barakkani or “Twelver’, two Barakanis 
or twenty five Kanis made a Panchi or twenty fiver or Kasirah. 
Four Panchis, or twenty fivers or one hundred Kanis made a 
hat or hundred. Ten hats or one thousands Kanis made one 
Sasnu or thousander and 1.1/2 Sasnu was equal to one Rab- 
Sasnu or Rop Sasnu or Sikkah. 

This account of the monitory system given by 
Cunningham in his catalogue of coins of medieval India had 
been extracted by him from Aine-Akbar by Abdul Fazal. There 
are various units of money accounts also used as the names of 
various coins. Panchi was a copper coin equal to one quarter 
of a dams of Akbars money. 

Dam was of 320 grains. This Panchi might have been 
weighed around 80 grains or 4/4 Dam of 320 grains. The deep 
observations of copper coins weight ranges from 71 to 100 
grains. Several half Panchis are also known weighing 50 to 
35 grains. The Panchi was also called Kasirah. The Hat was 
equal to one Dam or 4/40th of rupees. The Sasnu was equal to 
10 Dams or 1/4 rupees. 

Hat has been a unit not a coin, rupee was mughal 
silver coin. While, as Sasnu was the name of silver coins of 
Sultans weighing under 90 to 94 grains. 

Cunnigham who had weighed 28 specimens of 
Muhammadan Silver coins gives average weight of 94 grains. 
He has suggested it as double Sasnu he gives the following 
table of silver coinage. 

Hence Sasnu has be 
(5.9-6.2 grms) half Sasnu 22.4 grs. (3 grams 


Sasnu 98.6 grs. (10.5 grms). 
The gold coins were denominated either Tanka or 


Survarnas and weighed about 89.6 grs or (10.5 grms). 
Dinnar, has been the earlier coins issued by Kushan 

princes. Dinnar’s of tormana and other earlier kings are 

also known, Tanka were earlier issued by Delhi Sultans few 


en weighing around 44.8 grains 
) while as double 


134 DISCOVERIES OF KASHMIR 


Kashmiri Sultan imitated them and issued it in copper, silver 
and ‘gold. The terms like Ashrafi, Pan, Siyah Pole although 
- referred in literatures for substituting coins but no specimens of 
these types have yet been found Queen of Muhammad Shah 
is said to had spent Ashrafies, besides Tankas in construction 
of Khangah Mir Shamas-ud-Din. In Chak period Jizya was 
taken in form of Pan what coin or denomination it meant is not 
clear. On the other hand Hussian Shah is said to had struck 
coins in proto tormana type but such are also not reported 
from anywhere. Siyah Pole is mentioned in a documented 
where under the total value of the propriety of Khanqah Sheikh 
Humzah Makhdoomi (RA) is estimated as ‘one thousand 
Siyah Pole. This unit of money is also in district. The other 
numismatic teams discussed above is clear refer to the names 
of the coins and their various units. 


TABLE 
1/2 Sasnu = 5 Hats = 22.4 grs - 1 Kona or 1.2 Karsha 
One Sasnu = 10 Hats = 44.8 grs = 1 Karsha 
(Punch marked coins) 
One Rab-Sasnu = 15 Hats = 67.2 grs = 1 Drachma (Greek) 
Two Sasnu = 20 Hats = 89.6 grs = 2 Karshas 


Ancient Coins housed in State Museum 

It is now fully recognized that Archeology, numismatics 
and inscriptions have precedence over literary sources of 
history as they enable us to understand the socio-economic 
milieu of a historical period in its proper perspective. In Kashmir 
we have an extra-ordinary archaeological, numismatic and 
inscriptional wealth preserved in state Museum at Srinagar. 
The entire collection stands still un-utilized in re-constructing 
our past history. The museum toping in numismatic collection 
has an ex-ordinary coin collection, accounting more than 
70,000, in all the three metals, copper, silver and gold. 

These coins are lying uncleaned, unclassified and 
undeciphered in the numismatic lockers of the Museum. Only 
a few coins identified are exhibited in numismatic cabinets of 
the gallery. These coins are deciphered by Bleazby the then 
numismatic incharge of the museum from Britain. These are 
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also referred in his simple coin list. Looking over to the exhibits 
of numismatic cabinets - most of the historical periods have got 
their representation. From Punch marka (ancient coin series) 
upto the late Dogra paper currency, coins are present here. If 
any period is not represented that would certainly be found in. 
the dumped collection of the museum. The periods that have 
got representation in numismatic cabinets include, Greek, 
Bacterian Greek, Indo-Greek, Indo-Parthian, Indo-Scythian, 
early Kushan, later Kushan and Hindu and Muslim Kashmir of 
medieval period. The emperors of Mughal, Delhi, Bengal, and 
other South Indian regions are also well represented. Coins of 
the Afghan dynasties, and Dogra’s are also found. 


Greeks Coins 

Initially Greek satraps ruled over Bactria region with 
capital at Balkh in the north of Hindukush. They had no political 
access towards Southern regions. The independent Bactrian 
Greeks emerged, when Diodotus |, who was a satrap of the 
seleucid empire in Bactria region, revolted against Antioches 
Il in about 250 BC. Diodotus | was succeeded by Diodotus II 
and it was only after Euthydemus | as accounted by various 
scholars that in the beginning of 2nd Century BC Greeks from. 
Central Asian regions marched towards Kabul and Punjab and 
gradually went down to Indus, conquered Punjab and parts of 
Surashtra. Demetrus power went to west of Indus and east of 
Indus. But on the other side their origin was disturbed by the 
nomadic tribes in Central Asia. Scholars view that later Greeks 
were pushed to the south of Hindu-Kush by one of the Yuch- 
Chihtribes; and from Heliocles times they had last over Bactria 
to the Yuch-Chih people. The Greek princes who ruled over 
Pakistan and Indian regions are 32; the only source to them 
and their chronology is numismatic source. All the 32 kings 
are reported only through their coin issues. The suzerainty of 
the Greek kings over Kashmir parts can never be ruled over. 
However, their existence over Kashmir parts can be scrutinized 
through hoard evidences of which still very little is known. 

Indo-Greek kings issued bimetallic coinage, their 
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coins in India. Pakistan and Kabul regions are known in silver 
and copper. The Indo-Greeks followed atlic weight standard. 
The atlic currency of Hellenistic kingdom was based as, 
tetradrachem 16 gms with drachm weighing 4 grams as its 
unit. Indian coinage during times was based on punch marka 

. weighing slightly over 3 grams in silver and copper. Demetrus 
trying to accommodate the atlic coinage to currency needs 
of India and Pakistan initiated light weight standard, keeping 
Drachm under 3 grams with tetradrachm as 12 grams. Greeks 
placed their king’s bust with diademed head on obverse of 
their coins, while their different deities on the reverse. Their 
coins on obverse carries Greek legend Basileos Basilieon with 
issuer's name in Greek characters on obverse while Khorshti 
legend on reverse like Raja Dirajasa with issuer’s name. 
Greek coins given in the Bleazby’s coin list present in the 
numismatic cabinets of the Kashmir museum are thirty, kings 
represented are, Demetrus, Philp II, Alexander III, Alexandar 
great, Euthydemus |, Eucratidés, Apollodotus, Menander, 
Antimachus and Lysis. 


Coins of Indo-Scythians 

The Scythian occupied the Transoxus region of Asia 
and were composed of. many different groups of people. 
Mostly nomadic, farming, their different nations migrated 
from transoxus. Scythians who entered Pakistan and Indian 
regions the local name for them stands ‘Saka’ as reported by 
Indian indigenous literatures. Indo-Scythians entered Pakistan 
and Indian regions on being ousted from their homeland by 
invasion of Yuh Chich people. From Ferghana they made their 
way to travel to Gandhara (modern Khandhar) and swat valley 
- via Kashgar in 120 BC. 

Some of the Indo-Scythians even went further and 
settled in Sind, where they founded a dynasty of satraps. 
Scholars from numismatic research have given two dynasties 
of Indo-Scythian that of Moues family and of vononess family. 

They view that Moues family successively wrested from 
indo-Greeks the provinces of Udayana (Swat Valley), Texila, 
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the lands east of the Indus, part of eastern Gandhara, and 
provinces east of the Jehlum. While Moues were triumphant 
in the east, another dynasty was achieving independence in 
Seistan. This was the family of vonones. Vonones on his coins 
is associated with his brothers and issued coins in Seistan and 
Western Gandhara. Shortly after the death of vonones empire 
falls into the hands of Azes | who might have been his nephew. 
Azes |, conquered territories at the expense of Indo-Greeks 
as well as Mouves family. These include Gandhara, northern 
Arachosia and Paropamisus, Azes was followed by Azilises 
who issued some beautiful tetra-drachms and then Azes I. In 
Azes II's period the dynasty and the empire collapsed. The 
western provinces fell to Indo-Parathians. The empire was 
weakened due to the pressure of Kushanas from the north. 
The history of this period becomes obscure with a great deal 
of imitations of coin types mainly by Kushanas. 

Indo-Scythians continued with the traditions of Greek 
issued bi-matlic coins in silver and copper, with bi-lingual 
inscriptions. Somehow continued the same weight standard 
as introduced by Indo-Greek here, but draped placing of the 
bust of their king on the obverse of their coins introduced a 
new motif of king seated on horse back for the obverse of their 
most of the issues, while the tradition of placing different dieties 
on reverse was followed strictly. However, the purity of silver 
maintained by Greeks faced debasement during periods of the 
last rulers of this dynasty. 

Azes | and Azes |! issued many types but the typical 
Scythian type of king holding spear, mounted on horseback, 
walking right Zeus-standing with minor variations continued for 
very long. All Indo-Scythian kings continued with this type. To 
differentiate the Azes | and Azes ll, we see mounted horse man 
holding spear in issues of Azes | while as it Is whip that king 
holds in Azes Il issues. The obverse of the Indo-Scythian coins 
carries in Greek the kings name, with epithets like, Basilious, 
Basiliaon Megaliou; while the reverse carries in Khoroshti raja 
rajasa maharajas mahatasa with the kings name. 
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Indo-scythian coins are in several numbers in the 
collection of SPS Museum - both silver and copper. But are 
totally uncleaned and unidentified. Only a very few coins are 
identified and those coins are given in the list of Bleazby. Kings 
represented through these deciphered coins include Moues, 
Vonones, Spalahorasa, Spalagadamasa, Spalyrisa, Azes | and 
Azelises. The kingship of these kings over Kashmir parts can 
also be scrutinized through their coin hoards. Of which still very 
little is known, because most of the collection is unidentified 
lying in the museum lockers. 

Bleazby in his coin list has given the number of indo- 
Scythian coins as 224 in silver while only two coins in copper. 
The number is given unsystematic, while the early rulers of 
this dynasty have been given at the places of the last rulers 
and vice-versa. Two copper coins, are both tetra-drachms 
of Mues and Azes I. The rest coins are in silver-vonones is 
represented in 45 coins with Spalahorasa, while in 46 coins 
with Spalagadamasa. Spalyrises as an independent king have 
been assigned 6 coins, while with Azes in 15 coins. Azes | is 
independently represented in 17 coins while with Azelises in 
two coins. 

Azelises separately have been shown in 77 coins while 
Azes Il is totally absent in the list. Either Bleazby has been 
unable to distinguish between the Azes | and Azes II coins. 


Coins of Indo-Parthians 

Indo-Parthian kingdom was founded when 
Gondophares Prince of Sakastan in Southwest declared 
his independence from Parthian Suzerainty in AD 20 and 
embarked, eastwards, on a career of conquest. Gondophares 
acceded to the principality of Sakastan (Seistan) in AD 20 a 
date provided by an inscription engraved at Takh-ti-Bahi in 
Northern Pakistan. Taking over Arachosia from Hermaeus 
(the last Greek ruler) Gondophares went towards Eastern 
side (as North side was prevented by Kushana conquers) 
marched down to Pakistan and across the plains of Central 
Pakistan and conquered the provinces of Taxila and Jammu. 
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The Indo-Parthian realm has now stretched from the provinces 
of Sakastan (Seistan) in the West to Taxila and Jammu to 
east. Gondophares administrated this large realm with the help 
of two vice-roys; one for Afghan provinces and the other for 
his territories in India and Pakistan. Each viceroy struck his 
own coins. In Afghanistan Thagnes was followed by his son of 
Annes while in Pakistan and Indian regions Aspavarma was 
followed by Sasom. 

In two Afghan provinces Gondophares continued the 
Parthian styleAttic Silver coinage of the Sacaraucae in Sakastan 
and Indo-Greek form of Bilingual copper tetra-drachms struck 
after the model of Posthumous-Harmaeus issues in Arachosia. 
In Taxila and Cach he continued to issue billion tetradracms 
based on those of Azes I! while the local coinage of Jammu 
continued to be provided by debased drachms bearing the 
conventional Bust/Pallas designs used in that provinces since 
the days of Indo-Greeks. 

During the reign of Gondophares successor his nephew 
Abdagases, the Indo-Parthian kingdom began to fragment and 
finally their empire was taken over by Kushan leaders. 

Indo-Parthian kings issued two important types Nike 
type and Horseman type - Nike type become the predominant 
type in their parts of Afghanistan while as their Horseman type 
in parts of Pakistan and India. The Nike-type copper and base 
silver coins are struck on a weight standard derived directly 
from that of the Harmaeus Indo-Greek Indian tetradrachms. 
The well-known billion horseman series coins are struck on 
a weight standard derived from Azes II later ruler of Indo- 
Scythian dynasty, when silver coinage had not only suffered 
great loss in its purity but also in its weight. 

Unlike Indo-Scythian coins, there is a little number 
of Indo-Parthian coins present in Kashmir museum, but still 
unidentified and unclassified, only five coins in silver and one 
coin in copper is attributed to Indo-Parthian kings. Three base- 
silver tatradrachms are assigned to Gondophares - carrying 
diademed king on horse back with legend in Greek, (a bitin an 
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corrupt form). Basillious Basilieon Megalion and the name of 
the issuey on obverse while pallas the Greek God, with Khrosthi 
legend. Maharaja Rajadiraja Tradata Devatrata Gudapharasa 
on reserve. 

Abdagases is represented in one base silver 
tetradrachm. Showing diademed Abdagases on horse back 
with Greek legend on obverse while the reverse carries. 
Zeus (another Greek God) with Khrosthi legend. The 3rd king 
enlisted here is Hycrodes. 


Kashmir Sultanate Coinage 

The real history of Muslim period in Kashmir emerges 
from the accession of Shah Mirza, being the Prime Minister in 
the Darbar of Raja Udayane Deva a Hindu-King; Shah Mirza 
married Kota Devi after the death of her first husband Raja 
Udoyana Deva. So he was entrusted to look after the country 
at the chair of Sultan. He thus ascended the Kashmir throne 
under the title of Shams-ud-Din and laid the foundation of 
Sultanate, which ruled the Kashmir for about two and a half- 
century. The list of Sultanate kings is as follows: 


Shams-ud-din (1339-42 AD) 
Jamahid (1342-44 AD) 
Ala-ud-Din (1344-55 AD) 
Shihab-ud-Din (1355-78 AD) 
Qutub-ud-Din (1373-89 AD) 
Sikander (1389-1413 AD) 
Sultan Ali Shah (1413-20 AD) 
Zain-ul-Abidine Badshah (1420-70 AD) 
Haider Shah (1470-72 AD) 
Muhammad Shah (1484-87 AD) 
Fateh Shah (1487-99 AD) 
Muhammad Shah (1499-1505 AD) 
Fateh Shah (1505-16 AD) 
Muhammad Shah (1516-26 AD) 
Ibrahim Shah (1528-29 AD) 
Nazuk Shah (1529-30 AD) 


Muhammad Shah (1530-37 AD) 
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Shams-ud-Din (1537-38 AD) 
Ismail Shah (1538-40 AD) 
Ibrahim Shah (1540 AD) 


In May 1540 AD, Mirza Haider Duglal reached Kashmir, and 
occupied it. He disposed Ibrahim Shah II and in his place 
Nazuk Shah was placed on the throne by second time. In 1955 
AD another dynasty, chalks occupied the Kashmir throne. This 
family ruled Kashmir for more than 80 years till in 1586 Akbar 
annexed Kashmir to his empire. 

Kashmir money market during Sultans was dominated 
by gold, silver and copper coins. These Sultantes issued Tanka 
in gold weighing 10.5 grms, panchi in copper weighing 5 to 
7 grms and Sansu in silver weighing 6 grms gold coins are 
known of 9 kings. These coins are mostly of a uniform type. 
In obverse, Kalima is inscribed in a circle; around the circle is 
‘Haza Dinar Fi Darul Sultan-e-Kashmir' date is given in figures. 
The reverse inscription is divided into two parts by a double 
band ruining across the face of the coin, the lover portion gives 
the name of the king along with his father’s name e.g. “Hussain 
Shah Ibni Haider Shah Sultan’. The upper portion is not visible, 
it presumably reads like ‘Mamlikat’ country’. The gold coins 
issued by Muhammad Shah are octagonal in shape. The silver 
coins are mostly square, only few coins are round shaped 
issued by Zain-ul-Abidine. The square silver coins obverse will 
contain the name of the king with title ‘Al Sultan Al Azam’ and 
reverse carries the mint name ‘Zarb Kashmir’ in a lozenge, 
around it that date in Arabian words. ‘Fi-shahur Sanah’ or 
what ever the date of issue may be. Sometimes date comes 
on obverse but in figures. A few silver coins are round they 
are related to Zain-ul-Abidine and Haider Shah. Such coins on 


obverse carry only the king title and on reverse the name of the 


issuer. These coins are prototypes of Delhi Sultanate coinage 


based on Tanka weight standard. 
Coins of King Zain-ul-Abidine of this type carry the 


name of issuer Zain-ul-Abidine placed in Lozenge like “Abul 
Muzaffar-al-Sultan Zain-ul-Abidine’. Appears on obverse and 
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rev runs as “Amir-ul-Moomineen Gayas dullah-wa-Din’. The 
copper coins of Kashmiri Sultanates have met the worst die- 
struckers. They have very crude legend and are usually round 
shaped. Only a few coins shaped in square are attributed to 
Sultan Sikander and Fateh Shah. A remarkable feature of 
copper coins of the Sultanate lies in their execution of a ‘bar 
and naught’ symbol. Such a symbol is never found on any other 
coinages of the world. This bar and naught divides the face of 
the coin, the upper portion will carry. Al-Sultan-Al-Azam’, the 
down portion caries the name of the issuer. The reverse of 
these coins carries the mint name with date in Arabic letters, 
zarb Kashmir fi-Shahur Sanah’. 

Total number of Sultanate coins present in the 
numismatic collection of state museum at Srinagar as given 
by Bleazby in his coin list are 37 in silver and 163 in copper: 
Kings represented include Shams-ud-Din. Zain-ul Abidine, 
Hassan Shah, Mohammed Shah, Nazuk Shah, Humayun, 
Muhammad Shah, Ibrahim Shah, Hussain Shah, Mohammed 
Ali, Muhammad Yousuf, Muhammad Yaqub, Sikander Shah, 
Haider Shah and Nader Shah. 


Badshah as reflected by coins 

Sultan Zain-ul-Abidine, commonly remembered as 
Badshah, ascended to the Kashmir throne in 1420 AD and 
continued until 1470 AD. He retained the Sultanate mint of 
Kashmir, making additions and new innovations to it. He earlier 
coins which have been found are dated AH 842. 

Badshah is known to have issued his coins in gold, 
silver, copper and bronze; besides being on the Sultanate 
pattern, he is know to have followed that of Delhi Sultans, too, 
and issued prototype coins of Delhi emperors based on the 
tanka weight standard. Badshah is said to have issued tanka 
coins in gold weighing under 10.5 gms, panchi under 5 to 7 
gms in copper, and Sansu in silver weighing 8 gms. 

The copper coins of Kashmiri Sultans were subjected 
to the worst die-strikers. Their coins were so crudely executed 
‘that the legends and dates are unreadable. However, this is not 
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true of the entire coinages, “Sultan Zain-ul-Abidine had copper 
coins, struck, which are finely executed. The legends on such 
coins are clear enough in comparison with copper coins of 
other Sultans of Kashmir’. Badshah had issued a number of 
types of coins. His copper coins struck on local types carry 
the legend Al Sultan-Al-Azam - and the name of the issuer 
Zain-ul-Abidine - on the obverse. The legend is in two parts 
intersected by a bar and a naught. On the reverse of these 
coins is written Zarb Kashmir Fi-Sahur Sanah with the date in 
Arabic words. He issued Sansu with the date in Arabic words. 
He issued Sansu and tanka coins in silver. His Sansu coins 
carried a somewhat similar legend as that on his copper coins, 
but very finely executed. 

On his silver tankas, struck in the Delhi Sultanate style, 
the legends are very interesting. The legend on these coins on 
the obverse runs as follows: Abul Muzaffar al-Sultan Zain-ul- 
Abidine and on the reverse, Amir-ul-Mominne Gayas Dullah- 
wa-Din. Sultan Zain-ul-Abidine is known to have issued gold 
coins also, but these are extremely rare. Dilip Rajgor, in his 
Standard catalogue of the Sultanate coins of India-has included 
also a photograph of Badshah’s gold coin Muhammad Yousuf 
Taing, a scholar of repute, in a conversation with the writer also 
claimed to have seen one gold coin of Badshah, of which he 
also showed me a photograph. 

Sultan Zain-ul-Abidine, who in the Islamic history of 
Kashmir is regarded one of the most tolerant Sultans of Kashmir. 
He is said to have practiced religious tolerance towards his non- 
muslim subjects. He was successful in winning the good will 
of Caliph Al-Rahman of Baghdad. Sultan Badshah and Sultan 
Haider Shah were the only Kashmiri Sultans whose authority 
was recognized by the Caliph of the day. This authority is also 
obvious on their coinages. On several coins of Sultan Badshah 
is inscribed the name of Amir-ul-Moomineen Ar-Rehman on 
the obverse, while on the reverse is Zain-ul-Abidine as Naibi 
Amir of the Caliph. Badshah’s coins used to carry the mint- 
name ‘Kashmir’, but there is no mention of any particular city 
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or town. 

If all the coins struck by Badshah are studied properly, 
we may come across several unknown and fascinating facts 
relating to political, economic, social and cultural aspects of 
that period. 


Badshah’s gold coins 

Badshah's gold issues are extremely rare. Only one or 
two coins are recorded in various numismatic collections of the 
country. Nelson Wright, G. B Bleazby, Alexander Cunnigham in 
their numismatic researches in Kashmir could not come across 
any gold coins of the king. They have recorded a good number 
of various types of copper and silver coins of this Sultan. 
However, some later numismatists claim to have come across 
a few pieces of gold Tanka’s of Zain-ul-Abidine. Dilip Rajgore, a 
Delhi based numismatists, in his catalogue of Sultanate coins 
of India has given a photograph of Badshah glod coin. It is a 
Shahrukhi type coin, carrying on obverse the Kalim and on the 
reverse the name of the issues, Sultan Zain-ul-Abidine, with 
his tiles, and mint name Kashmir. Muhammad Yousuf Taing, at 
Srinagar claims to have seen the gold coin of Zain-ul-Abidine 
in one of the numismatic collections. Ali Muhammad, another 
collector also claims of posses, ‘Shah Rukhi’ type gold coin of 
Badshah. SPS Museum Srinagar although hoses a number of 
copper and few silver issues of the king, but not a single gold 
coin of Badshah is recorded. Literary references available in 
various Kashmir chronicles speak of gold issues of this king. 

However, the lack of discovering of Badshah's gold 
coins has put a question mark on the monetary history of the 
time. The confusion can be avoided only when the monetary 
history of Badshah's period is properly brought to light. 


Coins of Babar and Hamayun 

Babar; Babar was born in 1482 AD in Farghana. He 
was the son of the semi autonomous Timurid Governor. He 
succeeded his father in Farghana on the later’s death, but he 
was soon ousted by an Uzbeg invasion. So he moved South to 
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Badakhshan which he occupied in 1503 AD. From Badakshan 
he went to Kabul and Kandhar. In his third attempt he occupied 
Lahore in 1526 AD, while defeating Ibrahim Lodi to control over 
Delhi and Agra. Babar ruled not more than 4 years in India and 
died in 1530 AD. 


Hamayun: 

Hamayun, the son of Babar, succeeded him in 1530 
AD. But he was unable to retain the Sultanate before the rising 
power of Shershah Suri, who had already occupied Bengal. 

Shershah defeated him in the battle of Kanugi in 1540 
AD. After his defeat he went to his ancestors home (Persia). 
But in 1555 AD, he entered India again and taking the chance 
of the weaknesses of Indian rulers defeated Ibrahim Shah and 
thereby became the ruler of Delhi again in 1555 AD. He died in 
1556 AD. 
Coinage 

Babar and Hamayun issued coins in Gold, Silver and 
Copper. In gold and silver they followed the pattern of their 
ancestors’ place (Persia) and issued Shahrukhi type coins 
both in silver and gold on the pattern as issued by Shah Rukh 
in Afghanistan; its weight was 72 grains or (4 gm) carrying 
Kalima in a simple circle or an ornamented one, with margins 
filled with names of four Caliphs with the epthite Ba-Sidiqui 
Abu Bakar, Ba-Adli-Umar, Ba-Hayayi Ysman, Ba-Elmi Ali. On 
obverse and the reverse depicts the kings name with epithet 
and mint name in margins e.g. Al Sultan Alazam Wa Al Khakan 
Al-Mukram (date) Zahir-ud-din Muhammad Barbar. Badshahi 
Gazi Khaldullah Mulkah Wa Sultanate Zarb (the mint name). 

Babar had no gold coin for India, but he issued several 
in Samarkand and Budakshan. Hamayun is reported to have 
issued gold coins in India. Their silver coins also bear the same 
legend as in gold coins. However, minor changes can be noted 
in silver issues. One of the silver coins of Hamayun issued 
from Agra mint in the margin of Kalima side, Is further written: 

*Allahu Yarzaqu Mon Yasha-u-Bigaril Hissab’: 
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The copper coins of both kings followed the Delhi 
pattern of Lodhi dynasty. Even the calligraphy style is the same 
as on Lodhi coins. On one side the mint name like Zarb, Agra, 
sometimes with its epithet; the reverse carries the date e.g. Fi- 
Tarik Sanah in Arabic. 

Some of the Hamayun coins sometime show the date 
in words e.g. ‘Nohsad Chal Wa’. These copper coins do not 
weigh more than 10.5 gms. 


Coins of Jalal-ud-Din Muhammad Akbar 

Akbar the son of Humayun acceded the throne at an 
early age of 14 in AH 963 (1556 AD) and rapidly consolidated 
this position with the victory at Panipat. Panipat victory in 
November 1556 AD left Akbar the undisputed master of a vast 
Sultanate that extended from Kabul to the frontier of Bengal. 
During the course of his next two decades of realm. He 
conquered several such kingdoms that otherwise have broken 
away from Delhi Sultanate or never had remained part of it. 
Such kingdoms that Akbar annexed with his empire included, 
Malwa in 1560AD, Gujrat in 1572, Bengal in 1577, Anmadnagar 
in 1595, Khandesh in 1599, Bijapure in 1686, Golconda in 1687 
and Kashmir that never had accepted Delhi's suzerainty was 
conquered by Akbar in 1687 AD. 

Akbar after becoming the master of a vast empire 
needed a well-established currency system for an balanced 
economic development of his Sultanate. For this purpose he 
initiated a universal money market and issued coins in all the 
three meals viz. gold, silver and copper. To fulfill the currency 
needs of his country, he also established a large number of 
mints in his empire that extended from Kabul to the frontier of 
Bengal. . 

Akbar for his universal series of coins followed the 
Delhi standard established there by Shershah Suri. He issued 
rupee in silver of 11.5 grms in various denominations, Mohur 
in gold’s of 10.8 grms in various denominations and Dam in 
copper of 21 grms, for undertaking the lower transactions of 


trade. Besides Mohur, in gold, Akbar had also issued Lalli 


5 Yee 
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Jail and Ganj Muhar as says Abdul Fazal in his write up. “Ani 


Akbar’. He provides the brief details of gold currency of Akbar, 
and gives the following table of value of gold issues. 


Mohur = weight 169 to 170 

Grains = 9 silver 

Rupees = 360 copper dams 

2. Lali Jail = Weight 187 grains 
= 10 silver 

Rupees = 400 copper dams 

Ganj Muhar = 12 silver rupees. 


Akbar issued his coins in various shapes and in 
several types. His square circular and octangal shape coins 
are known from his large mints. In his early years of realm he 
continued to follow his ancestors while issuing a few Shahrukhi 
type coins in broad fabric, placing Kalima in obverse and his 
name with due titles on the reverse of his coins. Such coins 
are known mostly from Lahour, Kabul and Agra mints. Akbar in 
his few issues followed the local coins. Like in Kashmir, Akbar 
initially followed that was entirely different from Delhi standard. 
From Gujrat and Malwa coins finds of Akbar, also include few 
local issues based on the types of the local coinages. Akbar 
soon left these Shahrukhi and local issues and established his 
money market on Delhi standard in dummy fabric, placing the 
Kalima in the centre and margins filled with Caliphs names 
with their due epithes viz. Basadiq Ibu Bakr, Ba Adali Aumar, 
Ba Alim Ali, Ba Haiaya Uisman, on the observe of his coins 
and issuers name with due titles viz Jalal-ud-Din Muhammad 
Akbar Badshahi Gazi, Khalid-ullah Muluka, and mint name 
on the reverse in gold and silver issues till his coins carried 
dates in Hijra era, but when Hijra era was dropped by Akbar 
from his coins in AH 992 in his 29th regional year. He then 
introduced a new era on his coins know as Illahi era based 
on Persian months and reconkened from the accession to 
Delhi throne e.g. his 30th regional year was dated on his coins 
as 30th illahi Jala-Jallahu. Besides these coins, Akbar has at 
its credit illihi era. But when this new era was introduced the 
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Kalima and caliphs names were than dropped from his issues 
and a new legend for his coin was adopted e.g. Allah-o-Akbar. 
Akbar’s coins have come from a large number of mints a few 
of his famous mints include Lahore, Delhi, Agra, Ahmedabad, 
Kashmir, Patna, Ujjan, Burhanpur, Fatafur, Ahmadnagar, 
Allahabad, Bengal, Kabul, Surat, Kalpi, Bahkar, Firozpur, 
Khandhar, Akbar Nagar, Dugaom, Urdu Zafarkri Awadh, Alwar, 
Devwal Bandur, Srinagar, Shergash, Sitpur etc. 


Akbar’s Kashmir money 

Jalal-ud-Din Muhammad Akbar the Mughal emperor, 
as is recorded, annexed Kashmir throne in 1587 AD. He ruled 
the empire through its various governors for about 19 years. 

His period of rule as described by historians has been 
a glorious period for the entire dominion. He is said to have 
allowed the circulation of local currency for a certain period 
in his occupied lands. What he did in Malwa and Gujarat he 
followed it in Kashmir and in other states too. He could not 
for reasons, dismissed at once, the local coinages of these 
regions but allowed it to circulate side by side with the Mughal 
universal coinages. He also did not disturbed the royal mint 
house of these states instead promoted them those by striking 
proto types in his name. His political authority gradually laid 
its deep roots in the occupied states he then initiated Mughal 
royal types of coins from these mints. 

Like other states, Akbar did not dropped the local 
money when he annexed Kashmir but allowed it to serve the 
local commercial requirements. He also did not disturb the 
Kashmir mint instead imitated the coins of Sultans and struck 
earlier currency in a pattern so to make it relevant to the local 
needs. The types he initially followed in minting his money are 
similar to Sulateen Coinage. 

The numismatic research has revealed few such 
pieces which the king struck in his earlier years of rule from 
Kashmir, These coins are rare and are published and recorded 
in numismatic chronicles. In the recent past hoard of coins 
found at Barthan, Qamarwari, few more pieces reached to us. 


i) 
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These coins are in copper and weigh between 5 to 6 grms. 
On the face of the coin, Jalal-ud-Din is placed above the bar 
and below it Muhammad Akbar that too in very nice calligraphy 
style. The bar is similar as seen on coins of Sultans. The naught 
sometimes is formed of a simple square while sometimes the 
square is divided into parts. The reverse side as usually reflects 
the date, is given in Persian words. It is always partly evident, 
the whole legend should read as: Tarikh, Noh Sad Wa Nohdha 
Wa Noh which gives us the genuine date of 999 AH. 

The objective behind the striking of such indigenous 
types is believed to have been merely not to disturb and 
confuse the subjects unless and until they become aware of 
Mughal royal coinage types. Akbar, in later years suspended 
his such types and provided bases for the minting of royal 
Mughal coinages from Kashmir. His successors minted their 
coins only in Mughal types and not even single piece of any 
Salateen type coin of other Mughal ruler is known from this mint, 
Mughal issued coins in all the three metals viz. Copper, Silver 
and Gold. Akbar’s gold Mohur is also reported from Kashmir. 
It is Kalima type on the one side of the coin is depiced Kalima 
while on the other side of the same coin the legend rads name 
of its issuer, as Jalal-ud-Din Muhammad Akbar. Badshah Gazi 
and on the margins the holy names of four Caliphs with their 
respective titles. Several coins of Jahangir are also known from 
Kashmir mint. One of the coins of Jahangir carried the name of 
his beloved wife Noor Jahan in a couplet form, which reads: 

Zi Hukum Shahi Jahangir Yafat Sad Zav 
Banamay Noor Jahan Badshah Begum Zar. 
Mughal emperors are known to have made Kashmir a 
permanent mint for their local as well as royal coinages and it 
continued to several their mint house till Sahh Alam. 


Illahi type coins of Jalal-ud-Din Akbar 

Jalal-ud-Din Akbar the son of Humayun, as recorded, 
acceded the thorn at an early age of 14 in AH 963 (1556 AD) 
and rapidly consolidated his position with the victory at Panipat 
in November 1556. This victory left him undisputed master of his 
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vast empire that extended from Kabul to the frontier of Bengal. 
He is known to have established a balanced currency system 
for the economic development of his empire. He initiated a 
universal money market and setup mints across the empire. His 
coins are known in gold, silver and copper in numerous types 
and denominations. For his imperial series coins he followed 
Delhi standard established by his predecessors Shershah Suri 
and struck rupees in silver of 11.5 grms and Mohur in gold 
of 10.8 grams in various denominations. His copper coins are 
known by the name of Dam and Weight 21 grms. 

Besides these coins, Akbar is also said to have issued 
Lali Jail and Ganj Muhur as records Abdul Fazal in Aani Akbari. 
He has given the following description. 

Mohur-weight 169 to 170 grains = 9 silver rupees = 360 copper dams 

Lalijail weight 187 grains = 10 silver rupee = 400 copper dams. 

Ganj Mohur = 12 silver rupees. 

Akbar issued coins in various shapes and types. His square and 
circular one’s are commonly known, but octagonal coins are 
extremely rare. His earlier coins are in Shahrukhi Type. Such 
coins with broader fabric bear Kalima in obverse and his name 
with title on the reverse. These types of coins are common 
from Kabul, Lahore and Agra mints. Akbar in few provinces is 
known to copied to local coins types like in Kashmir, Gujarat 
and Malwa regions his earlier issues are a copy of its local 
Sultanate type coinages. 

Akbar after consolidating his empire as reflected by 
his coin issues dropped the shahruki and local types and 
emphasized on Delhi standard type based on dummy fabric. 
He has placed Kalima in the centre of such coins and filled 
the obverse margins with the names of holy caliphs with their 
due epithes. The reverse depicts his name with his own titles. 
Akbars coins issued till Hijri 991 has got dates in Hijra era but 
when in AH 992 which was his 29th regional year, he adopted 
his newly discovered Illahi era he dropped the Hijri era from his 
coins instead has given way to his newly discovered era. 

His rest coins are dated in this era. This era he has 
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reckoned from the date of his accession to Delhi throne e.g. his 
30th regional year is dated on coins as 30th Illahi. He adopted 
Persian months for this newly discovered era. It is said that 
when he adopted his new Illahi era, he brought minors changes 
in his legends on his coins too. After wards, the holy names of 
caliphs were dropped form the coins and instead depicted the 
legend Allah-o-Akbar and Jala Jalal. 

Akbar’s most of the types are also known from Kashmir 
mint but unfortunately like other coins his coins have got 
unrecorded only few stray finds of his coins which went outside 
the state are recorded in few coin catalogues the rest coins 
housed in local collections are undeciphered and unpublished. 
Steps are required to be taken to prepare the list of such coins 
with identification of their find spots. 


Coins of Noor-ud-Din Jahangir 

Jahangir, born of a Rajput wife of Akbar, proclaimed the 
successor of his father in October 1605 AD. After becoming the 
emperor of a large empire created by Akbar, Jahangir carried 
his mints with his marvelous issues of gold and silver coins, 
copper coins of Jahangir are very scarce. It looks that he had 
carried lower transactions of his market with the copper dams 
of Akbar. Jahangir in winning the confidence of his countrymen 
initially issued few posthumous issues in the name of his father. 
Such coins are in gold issued form his Agra mint, and bear the 
Akbar’s regional date as 51. These coins carry the Persian 
couplet; soon Jahangir initiated a new weight standard. He 
raised the weight of his gold Mohur by 20% and silver rupee 
also by 20%. Now his gold Mohur's weighed 202 grains and 
silver rupee 212 grains. In his fourth regional year, he further 
raised the weight of his coins by 5% and now his gold Mohur 
weighed 212 grains while as silver 222 grains. Jahangir in 
his coins left his father Akbar for-behind while issuing large 
number of types in square and circular shapes besides issuing 
couplet type, Kalima type, kings name and titles type, Seges 
type, Jahangir introduced magnificent Zodiac types also. His 
early coins are known in couplet type, bearing Persian couplet 
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no obverse and the name of ihe issue with his due titles on 
reverse. Later couplet was dropped and Kalima was placed 
while reverse keeping unchanged till his sixth regional year 
he dated his coins in Hijra era, soon after that he followed 
Akbar’s Illahi era with Persian months, but unlike Akbar, he 
reconkened the Illahi era with solar system. In his sixth and 
seventh regional year, he issued few portrait type coins, where 
on he placed himself in different poses. After thirteenth regional 
year Jahangir in brilliant execution placed Zodiac signs on his 
coins, when zodiac signs were placed, the dates form coins 
were dropped. Jahangir zodiac type coins are known from 
Agrah and Ahmadabad mints. These zodiac type cons became 
so popular that people produced the imitations and sometimes 
forgeries of these zodiac coins. In the later days of Jahangir 
realm, the administration looks to have been governed by Noor 
Jahan the beloved wife of Jahangir. As such coins of Jahangirs 
period are known to have carried the name of Noor Jahan. 

Jahangir like his father carried his money market from 
a large number of mints. Agra, Lahour, Delhi, Ahmadabad, 
Kashmir, Kandhar, Patnah, Surat, Tatiah, Kabul etc. are 
included in his leading mints. 


Ghaznavids coins bear legends in Sanskrit 

Numismatics of 19th century had traced few specimens 
of asilver coin of 11th century bearing on obverse the translation 
of the ‘Kalimah Toiyebah’ in Sanskrit. The specimen are 
deciphered as the dirhams of Mahmud of Ghaznavi which were 
minted in 1027 AD at Lahore. The purely silver coin weights 45 
grians, it has the legends on obverse in nagri letters and the 
language in Sanskrit, which reads “Abyaktam Eka Muhammaed 
Avatara Nripati Mahmud’ (the one Eternal Muhammad (SAW) 
the messenger. King Mahmud). The reverse bears the same 
Kalimah in Arabic. Such specimen of this coin was found in 
Lahore where Mahmud is said to have established his mint. 

Mahmud the son of Amir Nazir-ud-Din Subaktagin 
belonged to the dynasty of Nowshervan. He is said was 
deprived of his property by his younger brother, Mirza Ismail 
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at Balkh. This was perhaps the first test for the Mahmud to’ 
restore his throne of Balkh, which he acquired very bravely. He 
defeated his younger brother and got him imprisoned. From 
here he started expeditions to other kingdoms. He vowed to 
see the expansion of Muslim powers over other non-Muslim 
countries. For the purpose his authority and Jihad for Islam 
was also endorsed by Khalifa of Baghdad and was given the 
title of Moin-ul-Dulah. 

His tale of leading Muslim campaign towards non- 
Muslim kingdoms of northwestern India emerged from the 
beginning of the 11th Century AD. 

It was the period when Sangrama Raja, the fonder of 
Lahore dynasty had just ascended the Kashmir throne. Mahmud 
of Ghaznavi initiated his operations against the Kingdoms 
situated on the northwestern parts of India. The kingdoms are 
said to have crumbled before his might. The Hindu Sahi’s who 
were ruling in Kabul and its adjoining regions were first who felt 
pray to his power. The Muslim historical accounts of Nazim- 
ud-Din and Firishta provide detail descriptions of Mahmud's 
attacks of northwestern fringes of India. Mahmud is also said 
to had attempted his Muslim campaign towards Kashmir. His 
initial campaign of this land is said was undertaken in AH 406 
ie. in AD 1015. 

According to Firishta, Mahmud in year 406 AH revisited 
Kashmir with his army in order to punish some rebellion chiefs 
and to besiege some forts. His first victim was the famous fort 
of Lahore Kote of the Poonch region. He is said to have laid 
siege of this fort for sometime. 

He held it for about a month. Kashmir which from its all 
sides is guarded by high mountains perhaps did not provided 
him any chance to enter into the valley. However, his authority 
on few minor hilly principalities of southwestern Kashmir though 
for a short time cannot be denied. De 

Mahmud, who had reached upto Poonchis said then left 
for Lahore, where from he initiated the foundation of a Muslim 
Sultanate. Khutba was read and coins struck in his name in 
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Lahore. Besides issuing the other type cons. He minted the 
Kalimah type coins. Where he translated. The Kalimah, the 
Islamic messages into Sanskrit. It was the period when Indian 
people were unaware of Arabic script. Mahmuds Kalimah type 
coins are said were first made known by E. Thomas, a British 
numismatist. Alexander Cunnigham in his catalogue of ‘coins 
of medieval India’ has published one of the specimens of Such 
Kalimah type coin of Mahmud, and claims to had possessed 
four coins of this type. This Kalimah type coin is a significant 
one. Which speak of his leading Muslim campaign through 
coins too. Mahmud’s other coins are found in Kashmir and its 
is hoped that experts will sometime succeed in finding this rare 
coin type of this king too. 
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CHAPTER 5 
CULTURE 


Cultural Past 

Is there any healing touch for ailing cultural properties? 
The Mufti government seems to have initiated a process of 
providing some healing touch to the ailing institutions of the 
state. The administration is being-made a bit more accountable 
while functions of several other institutions are being revived. 
Efforts are also on to reconstruct the poor economy of the 
state. For the purpose besides other things there is a haunt for 
financiers who are being motivated to invest in the state. The 
investment on nonproductive sectors is being restrained to a 
larger extent. 

So far as cultural properties are concerned the 
government is yet to announce its cultural policy. Almost all- 
cultural institutions are in shambles. 

The cultural activities which include publication 
of cultural literatures, archaeological explorations and 
excavations, maintenance and development of monuments 
and archaeological sites. Studies of archaeological and 
numismatic treasures are not yet being taken seriously. 

The cultural properties housed in state Pratap Singh 
Museum at Lal Mandi is yet to be documented. There is not 
any catalogue of these priceless treasures. What is preserved 
there? Hardly anybody knows. People for decades together 
have been kept unaware of these precious cultural properties. 
Only thing which government has done so far in the name of 
culture is that it stopped the work on -useless heritage project 
mainly Asar Mahal. 


Experts had already expressed their reservation 


against this heritage project. They had viewed that the site 
he project was not in any way 


and the model approved for t ! 
favourable for local heritages. If on one had it was one more 
burden on the ailing Dal, the water vapours rising from the lake 


were also to damage the cultural artifacts proposed for the 
exhibition of proposed Asar Mahal. 
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The decision of disbanding the project is being 
hailed. The project besides having other demerits involves 
a heavy expenditure. It demands basic healing touch for 
the state’s cultural properties in terms of its conservation 
and documentation. About 80,000 ancient coins in the state 
museum are uncatalogued. There is no lack of expertise. 
Numismatists and archaeologists are available with the 
department but despite their efforts they were never given 
any chance to work on the project. All other collections have 
deteriorated to the extent, which needed an immediate relief in 
terms of its conservation’s and preservations. All this does not 
require any funding. This could have been achieved within the 
available budgets of the museum, provided the bureaucracy 
and the ministers had ever given any chance to its experts to 
take up the projects. 

The museum-housed lacs of artifacts besides 
numerous treasures excavated from the corner of the then 
state which once included Tibet and Baltistan. 

It has a very long history. Historians say that it was 
during Dogra period that many European missionaries 
undertook several excavations and brought to light numerous 
monuments, treasures and other archaeological artifacts. 
They had no place to house it. The Maharaja is said to have 
offered them their own place. It was in 1890 a state museum 
was established here, which loaned the expert services of 
several European numismatists and archaeologists. It became 
a prestigious institution and curved its name in the world-class 
museums of the country. 

We could not make any addition to it but helped it to 
lose its pristine glory. It was the joint efforts of Maharaja Pratap 
Singh and several European archaeologists and numismatists 
who got our buried and scattered cultural relics at one place 
and passed it to us so that our history and culture is kept intact. 
Unfortunately, neither we could remember the saviours of our 
culturel heritage nor could we regard their efforts. 

What we did? We breached their trust, which is 
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resulting in loosing of our glorious heritages. For Gods sake 
do not exploit cultural heritage for political and monitory ends! 

If you are left with any sincerity give its experts a 
chance for cataloguing, documenting and conservating the 
cultural property. Let people understand the things of their past 
by publishing books on cultural so that they get aware of their 
centuries yearlong history and culture. 


Links of Namkeen ‘Chai’ with Central Asia 

Few days back | saw a German couple in an local tea- 
stall, asking for Kashmiri Namkeen Chai, which they had come 
across while in Afghanistan. The couple told us that they tasted 
a different kind of tea in an copper teapot in Afghanistan. The 
tea maker instead of sugar had put salt in the tea. When this 
couple was offered the same tea in Kashmiri Samawar they 
felt very happy because they had tasted the same tea in the 
same Samawar in Kabul. 

This is peculiar to all the people from the Gobi desert 
to the Pir Panch all that they had a common method of making 
and drinking tea. 

Originally introduced from China this pleasant beverage 
has acquired worldwide acceptance. But the people of inner 
Asia use salt instead of sugar in preparing it. Addition of a little 
bicarbonate of Soda gives it a pink colour and whether one 
takes it with Situ (roasted wheat, rice or maize flour) or some 
kind of bread it tastes alike. Baron Sehonberg experiencing the 
habits of Kashmiri and Tibetan people says, with the inhabitants 
of Tibet, as well as with those of Kashmiri tea is an article of 
daily use. 

Kashmir no doubt ha 
its past, like other people and 
the new traditions and new © 
cultural traditions rooted with 


s lost almost all the traditions of 
other nations it has also followed 
ustoms, but still there are a few 
its heritage. Kashmiri Namkeen 
tea in Samawar's still dominates its tea-culture. At every morning 
and evening we shall have Namkeen tea in Samawaer. As 
history reports till late into the 19th century tea to Kashmir was 
imported from China in bricks P N K Bamzia, has identified Leh 
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route, where from Chinese articles were imported to Kashmir. 
He says, that the use of tea was introduced in Kashmir by the 
traders who came into the state from across the Pamirs as also 
by the Kashmiri traders who went over. Mirza Haider is also 
credited with having introduced this beverage into Kashmir. P 
N K Bamzai providing the figures, writes, as late as 1920 when 
cheap Indian tea was imported via the Jehlum Valley road in 
Trucks, 108 mounds of this commodity valued at Rs 17,323 
were imported from Tibet. Knight, a European traveller, who 
visited Ladakh in 1891 says, in this ravine we met a caravan 
of Tibetans who were on their way from Lhasa to Kashmir with 
a number of horses laden with brick-tea. This tea is not very 
palatable to Europeans, but is held in high estimation by the 
Kashmiris for it fetches two rupees or so a pound in a Bazar 
at Srinagar, where as Indian tea can be purchased for a few 
annas a pound. 

China brick-tea was manufactured at Ya-Chou in the’ 
province of Souchuan for overland transit to Tibet. 

Baron Hugel another European traveller on his visit to 
certain merchants in Srinagar found products of central asia 
were ‘pread before than. He saw thirty-two pieces of brick- 
tea brought from the interior of China by way of Akbu and 
Turf an; He met some natives of Central Asia in Srinagar who 
informed him that the caravans went in 28 days from Kashgar 
to Samarkand; from Kashgar to Yarkand in five days and from 
Samarkand to Bukhara in ten days. This route lost its trade 
importance only when, trade adopted the Jehlum Valley road. 


Traditional dress culture 

Pheran has made come back after it was donned by 
the skimpy models on the ramps of top fashion shows. And 
in the hands of hot-selling Couturiers of cosmopolitan cities 
it once became a fashion statement. The pheran had a lowly 
presence in the wardrobe of Kashmiri women, but it is slowly 
regaining its cultural pre-eminence. Men have by and large 
clung to its cosy comfort during winters and its all embracing 
expanse. This Kashmiri garment has a long history, some arc 
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tracing the origin of Pheran to early centuries of Christian era. 
They believe Kushan (Khohistani people) people introduced 
this loose garment. Few sculptures, and coins dated to Kushan 
period have also carried similar dress features. Most of the 
scholar views it as a later development. Dates apart the tradition 
of wearing Pheran in this land is centuries old. In earlier periods 
it was used in winters but later it became the fashion of the day 
for entire season particularly for women. Pheran made of wool 
were used in winter while as summer pherans were made of 
cotton. Although men hardly wear it in summer but Kashmiri 
women had tradition of wearing this garment through out the 
year. The looseness of the garment went well with the orthodox 
culture of the valley. They used to wear the Pherans covered 
their heads sometimes by Pochi and sometimes by Kasaba. 
(Kasaba was usually for elderly women) when they had to go 
outside their houses they used to hide their bodies completely 
by Kashmiri burqa (which is different than Arabic Burqa). 

With the onslaught of western and Punjabi culture 
Pheran took a backseat. Women became fashion conscious 
and backed by newly acquired wealth the pheran lost its 
appeal. The ultra modern fashions show promoted women to 
follow the order of the day. She had even no objection to wear 
transparent clothes that too with full confidence. 

Almost all the people neglected the tradition and went 
on promoting non-Kashmiri dresses, society began to ape 
the upwardly mobile fashionable class. History !s witness to 
fact, that the Persian, central Asian and then the European 
missionaries did no less efforts in promoting art, education 
and technologies in Kashmir. Several arts, crafts and other 
institutions bear witness to this fact. 

During the period of British residency several 
missionary institutions and hospitals were set-up In the valley. 
These institutions promoted education and medical facilities 
for us: What we, copied was only the style and dress. 

Fortunately, for last few years there is a revival of 
traditional wear. Mention may be made of Kashmiri Pheran. It 
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is not out of nostalgia but an overwhelming call of the culture 
moulded by God knows how many natural and artificial forces, 
weather, poverty, taste, influences and like. The other Kashmiri 
garments are also expected to make a similar comeback. One 
should realize that by changing dresses and adopting new 
styles we are not doing anything good to our society. If you 
are really to upgrade your personality, develop a character of a 
real Kashmiri and listen, our own classical dresses are no less 
impressive and attractive. 


Kashmir Boat Culture 

The boat industry in Kashmir is very old. We learn 
this from, the Ain-i-Akbari of Abdul Fazal, that boats were the 
centres upon which all commerce moved. In Kashmir we have 
still several places situated on the banks of river Jehlum known 
to the public by “Gahat” This was the place where from boats 
were loaded and unloaded and goods were dispatched and 
received. The major Mandi or Gahat was situated in interior 
Srinagar, where from goods were transported to other towns 
situated on the banks of river Jehlum. In south Kashmir, the 
goods were received and grains and other rural produce 
were transported to Srinagar. From places like Khudwani, 
Bijbehara and Sangam, Khudwani is still pronounced by the 
name ‘Gahat’. From here, timber, paddy, fruits, oil, seeds and 
vegetables were transported to Srinagar. 

The area being rich in agricultural goods exported the 
surplus of its produce to Srinagar and other places. And in turn 
cloth, slat, tea and other consumption goods dispatched from 
Srinagar in boats were receieved. Bijbehera still carries its 
traditional market on the bank of river Jehlum. The market that 
had flourished on the left bank of river Jehlum was enriched 
by its marketers from goods delivered through boats from 
Srinagar and Anantnag. From here the transported goods 
were dispatched to far-flung areas of the zone. In south 
Kashmir, we see other major town flourished on the bank of 
river Jehlum the towns include the historical town of Avantipura 
and Pompur. These towns had also an easy access to the 
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water transportation and before the construction of national 
highway Road goods were imported and exported to these 
town through the help of boats. From Srinagar goods were 
transported to north Kashmir also, in boats, this was before the 
construction of Jehlum valley road, that cloth, almounds and 
other consumption good available in Srinagar were exported 
to Baramulla, Sopore and to other mandis situated on river 
banks from north Kashmir. Apple, grapes, firewood and other 
agricultural goods were brought to Srinagar by boats. Sopore 
and Baramullah proved the major two mandis for north Kashmir. 
it was from these mandis, that imparted goods were supplied 
to the far-flung villages. . 

The people attached with boat-transport are known 
as “Hanji” living from very begging in houseboats. Their 
settlements flourished mostly at “Gahats”.. You can find them 
in good strength at “Gahats” tracing by tradition, their descent 
to prophet Noah, their craft of boat making is no bad model of 
Prophet Noah's Ark. “The Kashmiri is an intelligent and clever 
carpenter”, says Young husband and his boats are of all seizes 
from the great grain barges carrying cargoes of thirty tons to 
state parmildas or fliers propelled by forty or fifty rowers arid to 
light skiffs for a couple of Peddlers”. Mr. Tyndal-Biscoe in his 
write up, Kashmir in Sunlight and Shade says. The Kashmiris 
have their own special way of building boats, they are very 


cleaver at their art.” 

G M D Sofi in his book, Islamic Culture in Kashmir, 
providing the detail of different kinds of boats made in Kashmir 
writes that there are many kinds of boats, all flat-bottomed the 
large one called Bhata are used for the transport of grain and 
wood. 

Such boats carry cargo of 800 to 1,000 maunds. The 
smaller in known as wat, having capacity of carrying 400 
mounds of cargo, one of the most common forms of boats is 
the Dunga. This is flat-battomed about 50 to 60 feet in length 
and about 6 feet in width and draws about 2 feets of water. It 
has a sloping roof. The boatmen live in the aft of the dunga. 
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The houseboat is the crowing glory of the Kashmiri-boatmen 
they are one storyed and are used for residential purposes. 
They can be moved from one place to another place. The 
shikara is the small edition of the Dunga, very useful for short 
journeys. Houseboats and shikaras are still the crowing glory 
of river Jehlum and Dal Lake. They give us a delightful picture 
of our Dal and Jehlum. 


Dastar 

Yesterday when | was travelling in a bus | saw a 
traditionally well-dressed man wearing a white Kashmiri turban 
on his head sitting in the same bus. Passengers the majority 
of whom was youths dressed in new fashion, | noticed were 
gazing at the gentleman very surprisingly. It felt as we were in 
a Museum that was on wheels and the gentleman looked like 
a model symbolizing the traditional dress culture of Kashmir. 

Turban known to us by the name Dastar or Malmil was 
once the headdress of Muslim Peers and Pandits. It is a long 
piece of soft cloth manufactured of Pure Khaderi. It was then 
available in miniature and large size. The miniature size was 
kept one yard long while the large size six to seven yards long 
and one yard wide. To wear Dastar, it was so folded to remain 
one to two Girhas (4 inches) in width. It was tied over the head 
in several tiers and was worn over the head on a local Tupi, 
that Tupi was formed of the leaves of Khajor tree. 

There was a difference of colour of the turbans used 
by Peers and Pundits. Muslim Peers would usually wear white 
and green colour while the Pundits mostly would wear yellow 
coloured turban. 

Kashmiri grooms were being decorated with bright 
white coloured turbans. It was taken as an essential headdress 
for these grooms. Besides being lovely garment, it was also 
used to safeguard the head like most sensitive part of our 
body from the war of enemy. It was also supposed to keep 
head warm in the coldest days of the year besides providing 
protection from sunstrokes during summer days. 

Kashmirian are said imitated it from Persian states. 
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They say that Dastar actually was the common headdress of 
Persian Sayeeds. They brought it from Persia and introduced 
it in Kashmir during 14th Century AD. 

We have got several literary and archaeological literary 
references regarding the usage of Dastar in medieval and late 
medieval times. On a glazed tile recovered from the mosque 
of Madeen Sahib in Hawal Srinagar is depicted a painting of 
Persian turban headed man. This tile is dated 15th Century 
AD and it stands the only early physical evidence of usage 
of Dastar in Kashmir. The tradition of Dastar continued here 
upto early decades of this dying century. The evidences of 
turban tradition are aldo recorded in olden records, paintings 
and photographs today it has lost its validity the tradition of 
wearing Dastaras a common headdress has disappeared. 
This headdress has become extremely rare. If anybody is seen 
wearing dastar looks wonderful. It is worth to preserve in a 
cultural museum, that is what | noticed in the bus, in which 
the turban headed man attracted the attention of most of the 
passengers. 


Living in house boat 

Few days’ back | received a letter from one of my 
Mumbai based friends. In his letter besides other things main 
inquiry was about the condition of glorious Dal and its houseboat 
culture. K K Meshwari, an industrialist by profession during the 
pace times used to spent months together in a houseboat in 
world famous Dal. Nowadays he goes to spent his summer in 
Switzerland. He has not forgotten the beauty of this land and 
says that entire Swiss cannot compete any way even with a 
small portion of the Dal of Srinagar. Like other thousands of 
Indian visitors, K. K Meshwari Ji says that living In a houseboat 
in Dal is a wonderful experience. 

Through his recently addressed letter contents and 
concerns about the Kashmiri houseboats and Dal are well 
understood. Not only the Dal but also its well-decorated 
houseboats present a deserted look with out its visitors. We 
say of culture and environment, but perhaps everything is 
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useless without man. 

It is because of its existence that world looks glorious. 
The entire globe shines with it. Where there are no people, that 
place presents a gloomy look. Thatis what has happened to the 
glory of Dal and its houseboats. It was through its numberless 
visitors that Dal looked beautiful. Although Dal has lost very 
much of its glory but its houseboat heritage is maintained. It is 
through this heritage, which makes Srinagar different from the 
other cities of the sub-continent. 

Although boats have a long history but houseboat 
culture is not so old. Its history reveals that the culture was 
introduced here by some Europeans, in late 18th Century AD. 
These people also promoted the heritage by owning them, 
Anand Koul Bamzai credits one Kashmiri Pandits named 
Naraindas for making of first boat of the land. He writes Pandit 
had set up a small store to cater the needs of the European . 
visitors, unfortunately his shop was burnt down and finding 
it difficult to obtain a suitable shop, he removed whatever 
he could save from the fire into a Doonga. To his agreeable 
surprise he found that a Doonga served a better shop. Since 
it could be moved at a convenient and central place to the 
visitors but rain and snow played havoc with his store and he 
got an idea of having planks to replace the matting walls and 
roof of the Doonga when his first boat was ready and afloat. 
It was purchased by an officer for handsome money’. There 
could be hardly any doubt that Pandit may have been making 
boats but actual houseboats are believed were introduced in 
Kashmir by European experts in 1900 AD. The experts belive 
R Sartorius, V C Sir R Harvey, Bart and Martyn Kennard to 
have been involved in making of glorious houseboats of the 
city. 

Martyn Kennard is further credited with: building of a 
few two storyed houseboats. In 1918, he is said to have built a 
double storyed majestic houseboat on river view in Raj Bagh 
area. Not only European visitors but also even visitors from 
Indian plains used to come here and stay in these houseboats. 
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It was something different experience for Indian visitors. 
Accustomed to living on hot lands of Indian plains, the few days 
say in a houseboat offered them perhaps the best luxurious 
living in the valley. That is why even these days the concerns 
about this, heritage is well understood. 


Zanpan to Zen 

Marriages and wed locks are known in Kashmir by the 
name of Khandar or Yenvole. The function was celebrated in 
olden times with more favour but within some social norms. 
These were the times when there were no Maruties and 
Marcedies. The well adorned Zanpan and saddled horses 
were the main vehicles used in the ceremony to carry bride and 
bridegroom. You could enter the village were the modern light is 
yet to reach its premises but perhaps it is too difficult to identify 
such corner of the village where the new traditions are not 
stamped over olden ones, “today it is not marriage celebration 
but a demonstration of immodesty and which is emulating in 
imitation, views Zaina 65, who is married to Rajab Dar. Both in 
their old age, are living a happy married life. They do not talk 
to each other so frankly before anybody and never in presence 
of their married children. This is the degree of modesty they 
have been observing. It was not so that past marriages were 
celebrated poorly, the functions were impressive but under the 
norms of civilized culture, sayS Zaina.” 

While rewinding the old marriage ceremony of hers, 
Zaina said shares his experiences, as below | was only 14 
when | was married. | remember it was in late hours that of the 
night that my friends and relatives encircling me reported that 
the groom had arrived. | could heard only few blasts which was 
an alarm to the bride and hosts of the function that groom had 
reached the blast sounds were followed by Kashmiri Doul & 
Surngi music. There was 4 bigger response from our side too by 
sweat and meaningful couplets of Kashmiri Rouf. There were 
no such roads. Neither such transportation and grooms usually 
had to ride on well decorated horses ‘encircled by guests he, 
was followed by the musicians group who were beating the 
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drums and playing Surnai. It was the custom nothing special 
only for me.” 

The guests were showered by Sheeren, Badams and 
Walnut and were made to set in a well-decorated room. Then 
they were provided Qahwa and later on dinner Wazwan with 
maximum of its varieties. All the guests later were provided 
beds and it was in the wee hours of the morning that the 
bride with his Warev guest was given a tearful send off. | was 
prepared by my aunts and made to set in the Zanpan covered 
with Purdah on all its sides only a Roshanda was left that was 
also filled with a green mirror. If was the Warev guests who had 
brought the Zainpan here, that too earlier to the arrival of main 
guests, Barati. 

The drivers of the Zainpan would stop at the spots 
were the passer-by village woman would insist them to see 
the bridge, while carrying me the drivers Khari also stopped 
at several village spots and provided opportunity to the village 
woman to see the bridge. | was ignorant of the zig zag footpath 
where from the Zanpan drivers where carrying me perhaps 
after half days journey, | could heard the noisy calling sounds of 
Rouf and children, which added to my nervousness. Soon the 
vehicle carrying me stopped and touched the ground something 
was showered over the Zanpan while gazing through a small 
hole 1 could made that we had stopped before a door and 
few elders where putting a Chadar over the open space which 
existed between the Zanpan and the door, when the space was 
covered fully then some elderly man lifted me from the Zanpan 
into the well decorated room where | was received by the 
woman relatives of Warev. The music continued for sometime 
and then the-drums Surnai were made silent. However, Rouf 
still continued for some more time. 

As | remember | talked to my husband after a weeks 
time that too secretly. | never talked so frankly to him and none 
in presence of elders and we are still observing this tradition. 
Being in this old age we never talk so freely before our well- 
grown children our children and young neighbours also were 
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It is not so that Zaina has followed ‘it lonely but it was’ 
the tradition almost followed by all urban and rural women 
strictly and these were the great values of their woman-hood. 
The woman was highly respected and as a bride was lifted in. 
shoulders in a Zanpan from the threshold Dehliz of his Malium 
to the Dehliz of his Warev and never allowed to foot a single 
step. She was being well recognized as the mother of the 
society and had won a great respect in the society. 

Perhaps very few women would agree with Zaina and 
rest would criticize her. As they had a different meaning for 
women's dignity and honour- they would certainly describe 
her conservative because Zaina like other woman had never 
desired an upper hand in the society. All that she wanted was 
to be respected as a woman. 


Dhamali Dance 

The centuries old popular folk dance Dhamali is dying 
a slow but sure death. The Bands or Dhamali Fagir (artists) 
have given up the art and are searching for greener pastures, 
as the art no longer earns them their livelihood. The new social 
order and the indifference of the powers that be, according to 
the artists, are the causes of decline of the art. Muhammad 
Ramzan Band, says gone are the days when Dhamali Faqir's 
were treated like Peers. 

‘The people no longer like the dance and treat it as 
a somewhat inferior form of art. Our grown up do not like to 
be called sons of Bandas’, he said. Another Band, Ghulam 
Rasool while endorsing the views said, ‘the government never 
took this art serious and the artists associated with this art 
had to face difficult times. The Dhamali institution was never 
recognized and neither any financial assistance was given to 
the people associated with the art’. 7 

The Dhamali dance is associated with a Kashmir 
Wali Hazrat Baba Nasseb-ud-Din Gazi of Bijbehara. Baba is 
also titled as Abul Fuqra the father of poor. It is said that the 
saint had spent his entire life caring for orphans, poor and the 
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destitute, building of Knanqahs and Mosques. 

A legend states that about 1200 Khangas were built 
by the saint. The drum beating and Dhamali were used to call 
people for participating in constructional works. The tradition 
continued and later got reshaped into a folk art. 

Every year during the Urs deliberation of the Baba at 
Bijbehara, a massive demonstration of Dhamali dance is held. 
The Bands, of Wathura, Imam Sahib, Kalishah Sahib, Parigam, 
Chambagund and other places demonstrate their skill. 

Similar Dhamali demonstrations are also held at the 
Mazars of his disciples too. The performers of the art claim to 
be the Mureeds of Baba. 

The art is now fading away slowly but surely. A Dhamali 
dancer while accusing the government of indifference.’ 

The agencies entrusted with the job of preservation 
and promotion of cultural heritage has turned indifferent. 
The contribution of the artists to the art is not recognized. No 
financial assistance is provided to them. These are the main 
reasons, which have left Bands with no alternative but to say 
good bye to the one time popular art’. 


The custom of Khanadamadi 

The custom of Khanadamadi was once very popular 
in Kashmiri under this system a boy goes to girls house as 
Khana damad and this boy until he marries the daughter of 
that house, had to work like a drudge. Due to many demrits, 
the traditions did not last longer. The changing social fabrics 
and advancement discouraged this custom of the society. 
The system of Khanadamad is said to have administrative 
background. During the Sikh and Dogra rule the custom of 
beggar came into force, under this system people mostly 
from villages were forcibly involved in Begari (unpaid labour). 
It meant Kashmiris for more than the mere imprisonment of 
Labour, says Lawrence. He says under its comprehensive 
name every kind of demand for labour or property taken out 
but not paid for by the officials was included. This was most 
difficult task and sometimes the unpaid labourers had to lose 
their lives in this state begar. It is said that this beggar promoted 
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the culture of Knanadamadi among rural society. Whenever 
the forced labour was wanted for transport the unfortunate 
Khana damad was sent. 

If he was back alive he can then won his bridge and 
if he was dead, it little matters to his owner. Another Khana 
damad was was arranged for the girl. The system was very 
cheap for the owner (the father of the girl) as he received a 
servant who worked like a slave for several years and when 
marriages were performed they were less expensive. At the 
same time it has many demerits, it directly effected the morale 
of boys and sometimes the boys were turn out of their houses 
on small pretext and daughters were given to new adopted 
Damadas. 

The tradition of Khanadamadi system has almost 
disappeared from Kashmiri society. It is rarely seen now 
anywhere. The new generations have became more 
independent and even if there is any evidence of Khanadamadi 
type of marriage, the Khana damad, would hardly oblige 
his owners. They leave their father-in-laws soon after the 
marriage. Not to speak of Khanadamads in today society even 
real sons are not ready to share the joint family. They arrange 
their separate families soon after their marriages. 

The promotion of Khanadamadi culture has other 
reasons too as it enabled the families to keep their daughters 
at their home. Kashmiri parents as observe sociologists are 
very much attached with their daughters. They prefer their 

i i i i d neighbours. They hesitate to 
marriage in their relations an g 
give their daughters in marriage to strangers and to eae 
places. Perhaps this attachment with their daughters ee 
helped in promoting the Khanadamadi culture. The tradition es 
not marry their daughters to strangers IS still in vogue in pa 
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classes but it is not followed so strictly. Today society has other 
considerations and marriage scales. Weath and status matters 


more. 
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CHAPTER 6 
DISCOVERIES 


Ancient Coins 

The department of Archaeology and Museums in year 
1995 made a magnificent purchase of several antiquities for 
collection in the SPS Museum Srinagar. Besides several other 
artifacts it purchased a copper coin hoard of 100 coins. These 
coins are believed to had been issued in Kashmir during circa. 
4st Century AD. 

These coins are identified as the coins of Kuzula 
Kadphasis, the founder of Kushan dynasty. Kuzula Kadpsis was 
the Yuchi tribal king, who after defeating the last Indo-Greek 
and Indo-Scythian Princes, in Circa 1st BC occupied Kabul, 
Texila and the upper valley of the Jehlum from them. Indian 
written records are silent about this king. We have Chinese and 
other archaeological and numismatic evidences so strong that 
his suzerainty over some parts of Kashmir can not be ignored. 
Prof. Anmad Hussain Dani, a Pakistan based archaeologist, 
identified the name of this kings in a rock inscriptions which 
he deciphered on the Karakuram highway. Earlier, the state 
department of Archaeology has discovered three coins of this 
king in the coin hoard of maidan Chagul (Kupwara). 

However, these three coins in copper are his imperial 
issues. The newly exposed coin hoard of this king is a very 
significant one, it carried local coins weighing less than 3 grams 
each. On these coins, obverse contains the impression of a 
Kashmirian Bull, while the reverse displays a Bactrian Camel. 

These are circular coins carrying the title and name 
of the issuer in Greek and Prakirat languages. Prakirat was 
the classical language of Kashmir and other northern parts of 
India. The coins know as quatar drachms (dirhma) are only 
reported from Kashmir. A few stray finds published in various 
numismatic literatures have also been referred to by Kashmir. 

Numismatists and archeologists have not found this 
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coin type of Kuzula Kadphsis in Pakistan and Afghanistan and 
other north Indian find spots. This is how these coins can be 
believed to have been minted in Kashmir in circa, first century 
AD and have served the local market of Kashmir. Besides this 
coin type, Kuzula Kadphsis had issued several other imperial 
and local types of coins for his whole dominion. Those coins 
are preserved in various Museums and coin collections of 
India, Pakistan and Afghanistan. 

For a layman, these ancient coins are nothing more 
than an outdated currency of bygone ages but for historians 
these coins are the well-attested official record of our glorious 
past. A coin expert goes to decipher these ancient coins. He 
studies the metal, weight, types and inscriptions on these 
tiny prices. He also goes to interpret the respective coins to 
respective periods. These coins became a source material for 
historian i.e. how we are being made aware of our past political, 
economic, social and cultural aspects of various civilizations. 
It is the need of the hour, to make people well aware of these 
pasts. This can be done when our institutions dealing with 
archaeological and numismatic researches, promote such kind 
of researches within their institutions. 


Ancient Coins deciphered 
Several ancient coins of Kanishka were recently 


deciphered by the author in a coin hoard preserved in SPS 
Museum at Srinagar. “These coins are in copper and weigh 
under 3 grms. These coins are denominated as quarter 
drachms (Dirhmas)’. Circular shaped these coins have carried 
the motif of a standing king, identified with Kanishka along 
with the legend in bacterian Greek, that also reads the name 
of the king with his title. On the reverse of these coins are 
displayed motifs of several Greek, Persian and Indian dilties, 
bearing their names in Greek. These coins are dated to circa 
4st Century AD and issued exclusively for Kashmir to meet its 
currency needs. These coins were deciphered from a hoard 
of coins that was earlier discovered by the Department of 
Archaeology from Miadam Chagul area of Kupwara District 
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and are now preserved in numismatic gallery of SPS Museum 
at Srinagar. This is the first ever discovery of its kind. These 
coins have got a high historical value and these coins further 
testified the political authority of Kanishka in Kashmir, during 
the first century AD. 

Kanishka a Kushana line prince is also reported in 
Rajtarangni and other imperial coin issues to have ruled this 
land during first century AD. He is credited here with having 
founded several towns and monasteries. Many scholars 
believe Kanishka to have organized 3rd_ International 
Buddhist Conference in Kashmir. The minutes of which were 
than engraved on copper plates and these plates lie buried 
somewhere in Kashmir. No such archaeological explorations 
are being carried out to trace out those copper plates. There 
is no proper record and documentation of coin find spots in 
Kashmir. If numismatic and archeological researches are 
promoted, there is no reason that we cannot succeed to 
discover those copper plates. 

Coins that serve as the main source to our ancient 
history has been neglected altogether. Historians believe 
on myths and traditions. No efforts are being made to gain 
information from our material culture. 

There are lacs of ancient silver and copper coins found 
in Kashmir. The coins are also being found in excavations 
besides stray and hoard finds. However, these coins are not 
being studied and this important source of our history lies in 
a state of negligence. ‘We have forwarded a confused history 
because of the fact that we have failed to gain evidence from 
archaeology and numismatic like material sources. | have 
deciphered several Mauryan, Indo-Greek, Indo-Scythian, 
Indo-Parthian, Kushana, Kidera and Hun period coins in the 
numismatic treasure of this land. If these coins are studied 
properly, they shall reveal the unknown truths. of our Kashmir 
history; these coins also stand as the significant evidences of 
their authority in ancient Kashmir. 


Ancient coins of Kushans 
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The Sri Pratap Museum at Lal Mandi has a horde of 
coins dating back to Ist Century BC. These were found in 1987 
at village Turkapur in Bandipura. 

Their mint has also been established in Bandipura. 

The coins have the motif of the humped bull engraved 
on the obverse and that of the camel on the reverse. The cons 
weigh 10.6 gms each. 

There is a legend in Greek and Kharoshti letters which 
has been deciphered to be that of an earlier Kushana prince 
called Kujula Kadphisis. 

The name of the king in Chinese records has been 
found to be Chui-Chui-Chuch. But numismatic evidence 
identifies him as Kujula Kadphisis. 

This evidence also establishes his authority on a vast 
empire comprising Central Asian and Kashmir regions. The 
empire included whole of Tahsia, Kabul, Bactria, and Gandhara 
region in the West of Indus, Taxila, a part of Kashmir region. 

The historians date the Kadphisis reign to the 2nd half 
of the Ist Century BC. 

He is believed to have established several mint where 
coins to meet the monetary needs of his empire were made. 
The coins were denominated as drachms, tetradrachims and 
Hemidrachms. Their hoards have been unearthed in Bactria 
(Bacter) Kabul, Kandhar, Texila, Sind and Kashmir. 

But the coins found at Bandipura are exclusive of 
Kashmir mint. : . 

According to Dr. David MacDowall, an international 
authority on Kushan coinage the Afghan finds of the era bear 
no similarly to those unearthed in Kashmir. However, the 
finds in Taxila (Pakistan) resemble Kashmir coins to a good 
measure. 

MacDowall there 
in circulation in Taxila and upper 


Coin hoard of Safapura 
It was in August 
coins was discovered from a 


fore concluded that these coins were 
Jehlum valley (Kashmir). 


4995 a hoard of ancient copper 
grave in Safapura in Baramulla 


174 DISCOVERIES OF KASHMIR 


district. The hoard was exposed by locals while digging out a 
grave in graveyard. They found the hoard kept in an earthen 
jar, later on these coins were handed over to the concerned 
archaeology department and are these preserved in the 
numismatic department of the SPS Museum at Srinagar. The 
hoard consisted of two hundred and twenty coins and were 
identified by the author. The hoard belonged to 10th and 11th 
century AD. The names deciphered on these coins, are that of 
Didda, Sangramaraja, Ananta, Kalsa and Harsa. These coins 
were struck on local weight standard and weight under five to 
seven grams. The coins on their obverse and reverse carried 
crude motifs of standing king and seated deity, identified with 
Lakhesmi and Raja. Issurs name is inscribed on observes in 
sharda characters which was the scirpt of the day. It carried 
the coins of successive rulers and corroborated the titerary 
sourcses as well. The hoard carried the coins of Queen Didda, 
Samgranaja, Ananta, Kalsa and Harsa. Queen Didda belong to 
Varma dynasty she was the last queen of this dynasty and ruled 
the Kashmir from 981 to 1003 AD. She died in 1003 AD and it 
was from her hands that the throne passed to Sangramaraja 
who was founder of Lahora dynasty. 

Samgramaraja was succeeded by Hariraja who ruled 
only for twenty-two days and hence could not issue a coin 
of his own. He was succeeded by Ananta. Ananta was in his 
turn followed by Kalsa. Kalsa was succeeded by Harsa. Who 
occupied throne from 1089 to 1101 AD. All these kings issued 
copper coins from Srinagar mint. They followed tradition of 
earlier Hindu Rajas and issued their coins in standing king and 
seated Lakhesmi Type, which was only type of Hindu Rajas. 
No doubt that Harsha also issued few other types in silver 
and gold, but those are extremely rare. The entire coinage 
of Kashmir during Hindu period was based on copper, which 
speaks of their poor economy and poor trade. 

The Hindu rulers copied Kushana type of standing 
king and seated dirty for their entire coinage but placed sharda 

characters in place of Greek and Kharoshti scripts. During 
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their period Kashmir money market could not see gold and 
silver issues. It carried its mints with copper coinage. The coins 
of Hindu Rajas of Kashmir have been found from the length 
and breadth of Kashmir and are preserved in SPS Museum 
Srinagar, National Museum New Delhi, Indian Museum 
Calcutta, and British Museum London. Besides they are also 
found in private collections. 


Barthana Coin Hoard 

The discovery of the biggest coin hoard from a grave 
in Barthana, Qamarwari has been a major discovery of its kind 
in Kashmir. The hoard carried about 1450 coins in copper. 
The initial study of about 50 coins of this hoard revealed that 
it carried the coins of several Sultans of Kashmir who ruled 
the kingdom in between 1420 AD and 1579 AD. The coins of 
the kings deciphered include Sultan Zain-ul-Abidine, Sultan 
Mohammad Shah, Sultan Fathi Shah, Sultan Hussain Shah 
and Ali Shah. The coins are in copper and somehow circular 
shaped. 
Denominations 

These copper coins of Sultans were then denominated 
as Panchis. The lowest denomination unit was of Barahkins. 
One panchi was equivalent to two Barahkains and four panchis 
were equal to one Hat or hundred and ten hundreds were 
equivalent to one Sasnu that was a silver coin weighing under 
six grams. 
Weight ; 
Abul Fazl in his account of Ain-e-Akbar has given 
panchi to 1/4 dam of Akbar. The dam of Akbar weighed 320 
grains then panchi weighed 80 grains. 
The weight analysis of few of these coins revealed that coins 
had been struck on local weight standard and weiged around 
5 to 7 grms in today's weigh units. The ancient units included 


grainis, Karshapana, Stmana etc. 


Typology — 
The Sultanate coins typology was distinct than 
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others. They introduced a different type for their entire copper 
coinages. A remarkable feature lies in their execution of a ‘bar 
and naught monogram on the obverses of their coins. Such a 
monogram is not seen on any coinages of the world. This bar 
and naught divides the face of the coin in two parts in the upper 
portion is displayed issue's title “Al-Sultan Al-Azan in Arabic 
letters and the lower portion carries the name of issue that too 
in Arabic letters. The reverse of these coins bears mint names 
Zarbi Kashmir with its date of issue. Excluding few types of 
sultan Zain-ul-Abidine and Sultan Sikander, the other coinage 
of this period had followed this type strictly. 

The contemporary Sultanate kingdoms of the sub- 
continent had their own numismatic types Kashmir Sultans did 
not get influenced by those types. The Gujarat, Malwa, Bangel, 
Delhi and other minor kingdoms too were not influenced by 
Kashmir numismatic types. However, when Akbar annexed 
Kashmir into his empire he in his introductory numismatic 
issue followed Kashmir Sultans. Numismatists view that this 
was done only to oblige the Kashmiri people so that they could 
not get confused by new numismatic types. 

Mints 

On all numismatic issues of Kashmiri Sultans appears 
mint name Kashmir as Zarbi-Kashmir. In Kashmir where these 
coins were minted is not reflected by any numismatic evidence, 
however it is believed that mint had been established in the 
capital city of Srinagar by the Hindu Rajas in early 8th Century 
AD. The Muslim Sultans continued their issues from the same 
mint in Srinagar, the Tankipora and Saraf Kadal are being 
suggested as served the mint houses for Kashmir coinages. 
Still in absence of concrete evidences nothing accurate can be 
said about the mint houses of Kashmir. 

The hoard of Barathana is a significant numismatic 
discovery the archaeology and numismatic experts of 
department of Archaeology have been studying the other coins 
of this hoard and it is expected that it would throw further light 
on the monetary system of Kashmir. The department is already 
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in possession of a record collection of about seventy thousand 
ancient coins. Despite of this extraordinary numismatic 
collection it is very unfortunate that the department does not 
have any catalogue of Kashmir coins. 


More about Barthana Coins 

During the ongoing study of the Barthana copper coins 
hoard, archaeology and numismatic experts have identified 
coins of several more Sultans of Kashmir. This was stated 
by Muhammad Hussain Makhdoomi, Dy. Director Archives. 
Archaeology and Museums. 

Earlier, the coins of Sultan Zain-ul-Abdine, Fathi 
Shah, Muhammad Shah, Hussian Shah and Ali Shah were 
deciphered from this largest ever discovery of the coins. 

The new study of some more coins of the hoard 
revealed the names of few more Sultans of Kashmir. 

The figures available refer to the Shahmeri dynasty 
and expose some more names of the Chak period. 

The coins of other Sultans discovered in the hoard 
carried issues of Ibrahim Shah, Nazuk Shah, Shams Shah ot 
Shameri dynasty and Muhamamd Gazi, Ali Shah and Yousuf 
Shah of Chak dynasty. The coins of Muhammad Gazi, are 
extremely rare. It is not clear through his coins who Muhammad 
Gazi was. However this prince laid the foundation of Chak rule 
perhaps under the name of Gazi Shah in about 1561 AD. He 
was succeeded by Hassan Shah in 1563 AD. The coins of 
Hassan Shah are yet to be found in the hoard. Ali Knan was 
the actual name of Ali Shah who under this little ascended the 
throne in the year 1570 AD. He continued upto 1579 AD and 
was later succeeded by most famous king. Sultan Yousuf Shah 
Chak. On these coins of this king is stated as Muhammad 
Yousuf Badshahi Gazi. 


The Chaks also minted their coins form the same 


mint of Shahmeri period. On the reverse side of their coins 
is displayed the name of the mints as Zarbi Kashmir which 
suggests that these coins had also been struck from Kashmir. 
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The changes that Chaks made in their coinage 
included the execution of Persian dates and names of months. 
They dropped the Arabic dates and names of months from 
the reverse of their coins. Another changes they made in their 
obverse side of coins was the new addition to their title, i.e. the 
word Gazi. 

The denominations, weight standards and other 
related features of their coinages remained unchanged in their 
copper issues. 

The Barthana hoard is expected to reveal the coins 
of few more Sultans of Kashmir viewed M H Makhdooni. 
Nonetheless the cleaning and identification of the rest of the 
coins of the hoard is under way. 

He said a team of experts is at work and it would take 
few more months to decipher the entire hoard of Barthana 
Qamarwari. 

More Evidences of early man 

Much has been written and said about the pre-historic 
cultures of Kashmir and it is widely believed that man of that 
period had been serving a nomadic style of living and lived 
in caves. Not only few such cave settlements were revealed 
by archaeologists in last few years but also even the tools 
used by the primitive man in his olden Stone Age's period 
got encountered at dozens of sites. It is perhaps now well- 
established fact that like many other places, Kashmir has been 
found a suitable place to live in by the early man. Earlier there 
was some confusion about his existence but the investigations 
carried by archaeologists to a greater extent have collected 
a date to trace out the early living system of the man in 
Kashmir. 

The recent such investigation was under taken by 
the archaeologists of centre of Central Asian Studies Kashmir 
University in year 1996 at Manasbal. Their investigations 
revealed the imprints of early man in the form of his habitational 
abodes, which consisted of caves and some Paleolithic (early 
stone age) tools. The archaeologists then believed that their 
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caves were used as Shelters by the prehistoric man in Kashmir 
during early Stone Age periods. The investigation report of 
Manasbal has been dealt in a greater length by the investigator 
of the site Ajaz Ahmad Banday in his write up captioned, 
Paleolithic Habitational Site at Manasbal’ which appeared in 
a issue of journal of Central Asian Studies 1997. The history 
of discovering of pre-historic settlement was taken up way 
back by the archaeologists. The first investigation of this kind 
was initiated by Professor H D Sankalia when he explored the 
imprints of early man from Lidder Valley in as early as in 1969. 
He came across several ancient stone tools, which included a 
huge flake tool and Abbevelian hand axe. 

These were said, by the experts belonged to early 
stone age periods. These finds were later endorsed by similar 
finds form the upper Vishow and Rimbar valleys of Shopian and 
Kulgam. However these finds could not thrown any such light 
on the living styles of the early man, except this that perhaps 
the early Kashmiri man had used these tools either for praying 
of animals of protected their bodies form the attacks of wilds. 

It was not known where these people took shelter 
until the excavations of Burzhama and Gufkral sites revealed 
few cave pits besides stone and bone tools. The results of 
observations of these sites got further endorsed by the discovery 
of stone tools and finding of caves which were located here 
at varying heights of the mountain of Manasbal. The earlier 
excavation of 1960's undertaken at Burzhama and Gufkral 
sites fairly yielded a good amount of information of prehistoric 
way of life. By finding of cave pits came to be know that the 


people of the age had lived in caves, and while the discovery 


of burials helped to believe that they used to place their deads 
xtended positions. Several 


in graves either in crouching or in e everé 
burials are reported were encountered by archaeologists In 
Burzhama excavation. One of the drawings engraved on a 


rock encountered here depicted a hunting scene which had 


suggested that the people of the settlement had been making 
pray of the animals, and using its meat for eating while the stuff 
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for covering of their bodies. 

Although the Manasbal tools have been displayed 
in the University Museum but the exhumed materials of 
Burzhama and Gufkral sites were taken outside the state. 
Despite of exhibiting that in any museum of the estate are 
housed in National Museum, New Delhi and Indian Museum 
Calcutta. Due to non-availability of such materials Kashmiris 
are unable to have look cf their prehistoric works and to 
understand the tools and instrument used by early man in their 
proper perspective. 

It is stressed upon the authorities that steps may be 
taken which would facilitate the concerned agency to acquire 
back the tools of pre-historic Kashmir. This would also enable 
researches to get an easy excess to the collections and their. 
observations of these materials is expected shall throw more 
lights on pre-historic culture of Kashmir. 


Terra-cottas of Wangdoor 

After remarkable discovery of copper coins of early 
Hindu Rajas of Kashmir at Safapura Baramulla, the state 
Archaeology Department in their latest drive have come up 
with an exciting discovery of ancient settlement at the plateau 
of Wangdoor Pahalgam in District Anantnag. The site has 
been exposed on the left bank of Nallah Lidder in the vicinity of 
village Lidderu Pahalgam. 

The area is very rich in archaeological wealth. It has 
already yielded several stray finds of Peleothic and Neolethic 
cultures. In the year 1979 the area revealed magnificent terra 
cottas at Hionar, this was followed by another discovery of the 
same kind at the Plateau of Hutmura. At Ashmuqam a coin 
board comprising of the coins of Huna ruler tormana were 
collected from the area by the same agency (for details see my 
article titled Archaeological evidences from Lidder Valley). The 
discovery at Wangdoor was\done by the archaeology experts of 
state Archaeology Department. It under took the field survey of 
the Lidder Valley in the first week of the November 1995. After 
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a proper exploration of the area, the team came across ancient 
terra-cotta tiles at the plateau of Wangdoor, the site is situated 
near to the already discovered site of Hionar. After spotting the 
site, minor trial excavation was done and several tiles laid on 
the ground were than exposed. Three tiles recovered from the 
surface layer of the site were than identified, one of three tiles 
have geometrical designs on its borders depicting in centre 
an interesting scene. It is man trying to catch a swan who is 
shown setting on a stick. Another tile has carried the figure of 
dancing lady, its borders are decorated in floral designs. The 
tile, which is a baked one, measures 19 cms x 25 cms. This 
is being described as significant find. It carries the figure of 
Hindu deity most probably Siva, in his Bharaiva incarnation. 
The deity is shown with a garland of Skulls (Kapala) around his 
neck. The deity has carried another miniature figure of a small 
goddess at the left-hand side of the belly. The deity in his rights 
handholds a trident and in his left hand as axe. 

But the tiles recovered from Wangdoor clearly represent 
the Poor art and material used. The representation of the motif 
of an Hindu deity on one of the tiles speaks of Hindu influence. 
During the times of Kushana princes, we know Hinduism was 
dominated by Buddhism. Kushana were strong and stanch 
. followers of Buddhism they constructed several monasteries 
and Buddhist plate forms in Kashmir as well. The ruins of 
few of the Kushana establishments are found in Harwan. 
Ushaka, Hutmura, Hionar etc. But when this dominion was in 
5th Century taken over by white Hun princes, they crashed 
the Buddhist followers, demolished their religion places and 
encouraged Hinduism in their dominion. During there times soe 
Kushana art last its zeneath and it finally resulted in crude an 
deteriorated form. On the basis of deterorated art sito 
and on appearance of Hindu deity motif the site és ae ted 
to Huna period. The Hutmura and Hionar Buddhis _ e ashes 
demolished by these Hun rulers and on their ore ts 
raised their own constructions which at their turn also a 
same faith. This is also supported by the evidence of collec 
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of stray finds of Hun coins in the area. However until carbon 
dating is not done and site is fully excavated. The site cannot 
be identified properly. 


Terra cotta’s of Hutmura 

While visiting the archaeological gallery of the state 
SPS Museum, one comes across several terra-cottas tiles. 
These tiles depict various human, animal and floral designs. 
On a few tiles are seen carved designs of bunches of grapes. 
These motifs appear to have been impressed on these tiles 
by some die. What does these all motifs symbolize is very 
interesting to know. One thing is clear that the representation of 
few of the motifs speak about the early cultural life of Kashmir. 
The carvings or the devices of these tiles also speak of better 
craftsmanship of Kashmir artists. These tiles preserved well in 
the archaeological cabinets of the gallery are labeled here to 
have been taken from, Harwan, Hoinar and Hutmura sites. 

This typical ‘terra-cotta tile culture’ dated by scholars 
to early centuries of Christian era is known from Kashmir. 
Apart from Harwan, Hoinar and Hutmura, Terracotta tiles 
were also discovered at Kral Cheek and Takyabal, village in 
District Anantnag. Terra cottas of these sties are published. 
Scholars have attempted well in studying these terra-cotta 
artifacts but still large work is needed to study them perfectly, 
from exploration process upto the excavation and thereby 
interpreting them properily 

Hutmura 12 km away from district headquarters 
of Anantnag, revealed magnificent terra-cottas tiles. The 
exploration history of the site reveals that in the year 1983, the 
Lidder Forest division carried the re-plantation of the Hutmura 
plateau, while planting the trees, the labourers engaged on work 
came across few plain terra-cotta bricks. As the labourers had 
no archaeological knowledge so they destroyed the exposed 
remaining, which they came across. The archaeological wealth 
of this plateau remained the unexposed for several years but in 
your 1988, the re-plantation was again launched at this plateau. 
The relics of same finds appeared again, fortunately this time 
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labourers were able to some extent in noticing the carvings on 


these large bricks. They carefully exposed few large bricks. 
The same pieces were shown to the state archaeological 
experts who after receiving the finds carried the exploration of 
the plateau, which was followed by a trial excavation. During 
the exploration process, site was spotted divided in these large 
terraces laid in an interesting form, the level of one terrace 
is kept above then the others and so on. The terraces looks 
are enclosed by small wall formed of small pebbles and mud. 
The pebbles are packed so carefully that even today the small 
portion of the wall gives a neat appearance. 

The trial excavation was done in one of the terraces. 
The land measuring 30 x 30 was exposed. After removing the 
surface portion of the earth, a layer was cited by the excavator. 
The pavement is laid brilliantly by its founder, its tiles bear 
some unique motifs and is cut in concentric circles with a full- 
blown lotus in the centre. The tiles bear figure decorations and 
are specially interesting and fascinating in as much as they 
possess certain features, which perhaps appear new in the art 
of Kashmir. The motifs raised on these tiles represent human 
beings with normal human features and animal headed ones. 
These human figures symbolize the Kushana dresses, as they 
have been shown wearing long dress in loose bottom. The 
other motifs that appear on these tiles include lions, swans, 
cocks and bunches of grapes. The motifs of bunches of grapes 
have really through a new light on the history of our grapes 
culture in Kashmir till the discovery of Hutmura site, it was 
believed that grapes came to be cultured in Kashmir very late. 
But discovery of Hutmura site has taken the cultivation of this 
culture to early centuries of Christian era. 

It is a Buddhist site raised here in Buddhist times the 
site has been dated to 2nd Century AD. 
Terra-cotta slipper discovered at Pakharpura 

Terra cotta slipper first of its kind was found at 
Poshwari in Pakharpura village of Budgam District. The artifact 
was excavated by the jabourers who were digging a portion 
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of a wall at Poshwari. One Mir. Abdul Ahad Bhat of the same 
area working in Archaeology on learning about the discovery, 
rushed to the site and took the photographs of the new find. 
The pair measuring 3x6 inches has three small holes on sides 
of the sole. These holes according to the experts were meant 
for straps to make its use as slipper. 

The artifact has been displayed in the Shrine of Said 
Ala (RA) Pakhapura and is well preserved there. It also carries 
some floral designs on its surface. The find is an interesting 
one, till date we knew of the use of wooden slippers. 

But now we have come to know about the use of 
terracotta slippers, the state Archaeology Department has 
been successful in discovering a Kushana type terracotta 
slipper earlier. The find was collected from Tral area of 
Pulwama district and it is for the 2nd time when from the same 
district another type terra-cotta slipper has been excavated. 
The object couldn't be dated earlier than medieval times. 

Although terra-cotta heads, tiles and figures exposed 
from the site of Harwan, Ushkar, Pahalgam and Hutamura 
archeological sites are believed to be dates earlier than 4th 
century AD but this new find seems to be of medieval times. 
The type and style of the object is totally different from that 
of earlier finds. Some locals of village Pakharpura village 
believe that the slipper had been issued by Said Alai Balk (RA) 
during his life time that is why they have declared it as a relic 
and placed it in the Shrine. The place wherefrom the slipper 
was recovered is locally known as Peshawar. It is an ancient 
graveyard, surrounded by high walls from all sides. It also has 
mighty trees of Bramji in its lap. The legend has it that once 
Sayed Aali Balkhi (RA) implored his peer to have the Ziarat 
of his parents, and he requested him to bring them here. The 
Peer with his extraordinary spiritual power brought that entire 
piece of land having graves of Sayed’s ancestors from Blakh 
to Pakharpura. 

Another legend goes that in earlier times the people 
were not allowed to have the Ziarat of Poshwari as it was 
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commonly believed that anybody who looks inside the cemetery 
should lose his eyesight. The place continues to be out of 
bounds for people, who follow the tradition strictly. Near the 
Poshwari is the shrine of Sayed Mohammed Aali (RA). Sayed 
Mohammed Aali was a Balkhi Sayed and reached Kashmir. 
in 1400 AD during the time of Sultan Sikandar. When he left 
for his heavenly abode he was laid to rest here. A shrine was 
constructed over his grave. The Shrine was renovated from 
time to time and stands an example of the Kashmiri reshi order 
architecture. It carries magnificent latire work, decorations and 
is under the look after of local waqf. 


Ancient pottery found at Shadipora 

The northern black polished ware, an advanced form 
of ancient pottery earlier found in southern Kashmir, has been 
unearthed near village Dab of Shadipura Wuder, about 20 kms 
from here in north Kashmir. 

The recent find was exposed during the digging of a 
pipeline by a local contractor Syed Noorullah near the famous 
Shrine of Syed Muhammad Daniyal. The artifacts recovered 
from the channel consisted of miniature and medium shaped 
vases, cooking pots, fragments of dish pots and bowls. A long 
necked jar, a black polished jar and a few stone pots were also 
found near the site. 

The archaeologists commenting on the finds said that 
most of the objects belonged to much renowned Northern 
Black Polished (NBP) culture dating 500 BC to 200 BC. The 
stone objects may be to Neolithic period, experts said. 

The Northern Black Polished ware is the advanced 
form of ancient Indian pottery. Called as prince among Indian 
potteries, it is believed to had evolved in the central Gangetic 
plains during the Buddhist period and then spread to far off 
places in the reign of Ashoka. Earlier similar findings were 
excavated at Semethian in SouthKashmir, 

Shadipurais associated with otherantiquities prominent 


among them is the shrine of Syed Muhammad Daniyal. The 
shrine stands over a plinth formed of large massive stones. 


a 
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The new discovery of the pottery has corroborated the 
fact of existence of rich traditions of the NBP culture in the 
valley. 

Syed Mehdi Razvi a local NGO activist who brought 
the finds into the notice of this contributer said the Wuder 
spread along the area from Dab to Shadipura has also yielded 
other archaeological find in the past. The past finding include a 
few megalithic stones, earthen jars and ancient coins. Legend 
has it that a treasure lies buried somewhere in the Wuder. 


Stone head of Avantivarman’s period found 

A brilliantly carved fragmented head has been 
unearthed at village Nilora in Pulwama. The head resembles 
with the Vishnu sculptures already executed at Avantipura in 
the past. 

A local youth Mushtaq Ahmad Dar found it sometime 
ago while digging a portion of his land. The find was reported to 
police station Pulwama and later, it was handed over to State 
Archaeology Department. 

According to Deputy Director Archaeology Kashmir 
the magnificently carved head belongs to the period (855-886) 
when King Avantivarman ruled Kashmir. ‘Kashmiri sculpture 
art was at its height then’, he said. 

The head bears fleshy round face with almond-styled 
half open eyes. It is covered with a crown consisting of three 
peaks. The peaks are formed of crescents which display flower 
motifs. The crows are also decorated with beads of pearls. The 
features are typical of the sculptures produced in 9th century 
AD by Avantivarman. 

The village where the stone head was found is only 
a few kilometers away from the famous archaeological site of 
Avantipura. The township, which is located half way through 
the Srinagar-Anantnag road was founded by Avantivarman in 
855-886 on the right bank of Jehlum, has been one of the most 
important workshops of Kashmiri sculpture. 

The place is home to the ruins of two magnificent 

temples of the Avantivarman’s period. A group of Brahminical 
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sculptures has also been found there which mostly consists 
of the images of Vishnu. They are believed to be the most 
impressive in their costume treatment and bear richly decorated 
crowns, necklaces and ornaments. 

The new stone head only confirms the popularity of 
this sculptures type among the sculptors of the period. The 
department is likely to chalk out a plan to study the whole area 
for its special archaeological value. 


Evidence of one more Kushan prince found 

Kujula Kadphsis, the founder of Kushan dynasty 
is now well established to have extended his empire from 
Kabul upto Kashmir. Earlier he has started his career from 
Bactria (Balkh) and gradually taken control of Kao-fu (Kabul) 
Puskhahati (Peshawar) and Chipin (Kashmir). He is believed 
to had ruled Kushan Empire in first century AD. This king is 
mostly established by his numismatic and archaeological 
evidence. Although appearing on Kashmir political screen four 
hundred years after Ashoka of Maghda surprisingly he is no 
where mentioned in local Sanskrit records of the land. Kalhana 
has listed number of Kings in his most famous chronicle of 
Rajatarangni. Ashoka is also very much mentioned there. He 
is credited with several religious foundations and political and 
social achievements. 

The olden capital city of Pandhrethan is associated 
with Ashoka besides other temples, which once existed in 
Bijbehara area. There is a gap of more than thirteen hundred 
years between Ashoka and Kalhana and there is no specific 
archaeological and numismatic evidence available of Ashoka s 
rule in Kashmir it looks a bit very confusing to see a detailed 
mention of this king in Kalhanas account. | 

If you go through the ancient period as mentioned in 
Rajatarangni you would not hereby find any mention of the 
Kings of the north-west lands and tribes. Despite their very 
good archaeological and numismatic evidences they have 
been all together ignored in earlier Sanskrit chronicles of the 
land. Greeks, Bactrin Greeks, Scythians, Parathions, Kushans 
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and Kidar’s are few such dynasties of ancient period, which 
are rarely mentioned in ancient Kashmir records. Kujula 
Kadphsis is one such king and founder of Kushan dynasty 
about whom nothing is written in our records. However, he is 
not only mentioned in Chinese literatures but also represented 
by a series of copper coins and rock inscriptions. 

The king is represented in his different provinces by 
about five well-established coin types. He has issued these 
coins in his provinces, which he ruled. The province wise coins 
types are follows: 

Standing Herakles (Balk) 

Macedonian Soldier (Kabul) 

The Roman Head - (Kandhar) 

The seated king - (Taxila) 

The bull and Bactrian Camel - (Kashmir) 


Bull and Bactrian camel type coin of Kujula has been 
mostly found in northern Kashmir. It depicts on obverse the 
motif of humped bull and on reverse double humped camel. 
The description of the coin is given in Greek and Kharoshti 
letters in circular shape. 


Mughal route existed even before the Mughal period 

The famous historical route, popularly known as 
Mughal road is learnt to have been in existence even prior to 
Mughal period. 

One White Hun Prince Sri Miharkula, who is believed 
to have entered the valley in early sixth century, has earlier 
explored the road, a recent study says. The road connected 
Delhi with Lahore. 

Miharkula is-said to have been badly defeated in a 
war by one Yasohavarm of Central India. The former had no 
option except to go underground. Miharkula, who had earlier 
heard about the naturally, protected valley of Kashmir found it 
suitable to get shelter here. 

_ Even Kalhana in his book Rajatarangni has spoken 
about the unconquerability of the Kashmir valley by the force 
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While fleeing from war, Miharkula is believed to have 
reached Sialkote and it is from there that he is said to have 
sent his men to find out the path into Kashmir valley. 

After much toil, the Pir Panchal pass via Bimber was 
felt to be the convenient passage to the valley. But tragedy is 
said to have struck Miharkula soon after he crossed the Pir 
Panchal near Dari Peer. He is said to have lost about one 
hundred elephants. All of them have fallen into a gorge during 
the cross over. 

The place where the incident occurred is, according to 
the study, still know as Has Vanej (the elephants forest). 

Miharkula is also believed to have invited about 5000 
Saivite Brahmans from Gandhara to Kashmir and provided 
them with large Jagirs. Experts say that thee Brahmans were 
settled somewhere near present day Bijbehara. 

The literary evidences supporting this theory are 
corroborated by numismatic finds also. This contributor also 
saw the copper coin hoard found at Hurpura area of upper 
Shopian belt, along which the Mughal road existed. The hoard 
carries maximum Miharkula coins. 

The route is also remembered as salt route through 
which salt from the salt ranges of Punjab was being imported 
to Kashmir. 

Mughal emperors made it their permanent route and 
constructed bridges, passage and saraies throughout the 
way. 
The route served as the main Shahrah to Kashmir till 
Banihal road was laid by Dogras. Still people of Poonch and 
Rajouri used Mughal route to drive their cattle to pastures but . 
in the last few years, the route stands closed and no common 
movement is allowed. 

The route connec’ 
and Rajouri with Srinagar 
the people in the two distri 
route also has a lot to offe 


ts northwestern districts of Poonch 
and was instrumental in bringing 
cts closer to the valley. The entire 
r to the tourist. In addition to the 
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scenic splendour of the meadows and slopes of Dobigen, Dara 
Peer, Rantin Peer, Pooshna, the route also exhibits impressive 
mughal constructions all along the way. 

This is why there is a growing support for the re- 
construction of the route as it will not only revive the forgotten 
communication link of the valley with Rajouri and Poonch 
districts but will also open new avenues for the state’s tourist 
industry by attracting more tourists towards the scenic and 
architectural spots of the route. 


hiheh 
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CHAPTER 7 
ENVIRONMENT 


The glory of climate 

For the last few years the tourist influx to the valley 
decreased considerably. During the period such times also 
arrived when no foreigner was seen in the valley except few 
journalists who had merely come to perform their professional 
duties. Reasons are best known to everybody. None would like 
to take risks when his aim is to spent holidays. He requires 
peace and suitability. Tourist infrastructure in valley could offer 
neither of these facilities to its visitors. They changed directions 
instead of coming to Kashmir they found it bit suitable to move 
for Ladakh and other Himalayan regions. These lands had to 
see good number of visitors, which they had never expected. 

It may sound something different but few people will 
agree. It was not only ground situation even the nature did not 
help the tourist industry flourish in these years of turmoil. The 
season and the climate of the land was also not favourable. 
The land experienced a complete dry spell during almost all 
these years. The salubrious climate of the land had changed 
due to lack of snow and rains. There was no snowfall, once 
snow covered mountains guarding the valley lands looked 
snowless. ; 

There was no adequate rainfalls which resulted in 
water scarcity. Its once playing rivers and gushing springs has 
observed silence. The green belts had turned into drylands. 
The lands scenic as well as climatic beauty has suffered a lot 
on the hands of nature while the cultural beauty of the land 
had came under human vandalism. No cultural shows could 
be held, monuments and archaeological sites which has been 
offering some taste of intellectual nature to different visitors 
had become in accessible. So there was hardly anything left to 


Offer to its lovers. 


As every one knows that it is the Kashmiris scenic 
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beauty, salubrious climate and its monumental glory which 
has been attracting large crowds from its distant places. While 
reaching they had different experience. Their dead could get 
new life here. To quote a Persian poet: 
Her An Chi Dar Kashmir Bar Ayad 
Ger Murgi Kabab Ast 
Ba Balu Par Ayad. 


Kashmir historian P N K Bamzai says: Once Kashmir Maharaja 
had a threat that Europeans many not use this land as their 
colony. G T Vigne, the European visitor who arrived here in 
Maharaja times had felt that Kashmir will become the since quo 
non of th oriental traveler Maharaja was brought under pressure 
by British authorities to acquire and own land in Kashmir for 
Britishers. It is said they had an intention to settle the retired 
Britishes officer here and to make it their permanent colony. 
Fortunately Maharaja did not came under pressure and he is 
said to have sought the help of few Kashmiri nobles to oppose 
the move. Few scholars link the introduction of houseboat by 
Europeans in Kashmir with this proposal. These houseboats 
were not only built but also owned by Britishers. 

However today things are not so, people are conscious 
enough to reply any such move themselves. 

People had been worried about the climatic and scenic 
features of the land and praying in Knhanqahs and Dargahs for 


the revival of those things, which meant Kashmir the paradise 
on earth. 


Zainpurik Nag, Safnagarkin Palzin 

Zainpurik Nag, Safnagarkin Palzin this is very common 
saying in Zainpura area believe it is the fact about 360 springs 
of fresh water are recorded in varies traditions to had been 
rising once in the village Zainpura-Pulwama, and irrigating the 
lands of Safnagar, however today only few are visible. Which 
included the Nilnag and Warnag. The village lands are so 
located that these lands of the village are flourished in plateaus 
and uplands while the springs rise from their feet's. Despite 
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of its number of rising springs, the village’s lands had to face 
water shortages and the fresh waters of its springs used to 
irrigate the lands of Safanagar (a village below Zainpura). In 
this context the old saying mentioned above, suits well to these 
springs. 

Zainpura, a famous village of south Kashmir is also 
known from it various qualities of apple and flower plants 
Parithum Posh. The village had got a good mention in historical 
annuals too. It is situated on the Anantnag-Shopian road 
about 11 kms from the historical town of Bijbehara towards 
its western direction. The village is said to had been founded 
by Zain-ul-Abidine a famous Sultan of Kashmir on his own 
name in early 15th Century AD. He had laid several gardens 
and constructed few beautiful houses with in his gardens. The 
Sultan not only visited the village but also stayed for several 
years in this village. He is believed to have also built a royal 
place in Zainpura. Sultan Hussain Shah Chak (1562-69) who 
was succeeded by Ali Shah in 1569 AD is said to had left 
Srinagar and spent his lost exile day at Zainapura, the Sultan 
later breathed his lost in the village. 

Despite of their historical events attached with this 
village the place was never explored. Although the village at 
some times incidentally exposed few antiquities of its glorious 
past. The Shahli Wooder (one of the plateaus so named) 
still possesses the traces of the Bad Shah canal, which the 
Sultan constructed here. He used earthen pipes at required 
spots of the canal, few years back during a dig near Zainsuith 
(the name of the canal built by Badshah) a beautiful stone 
sculpture made its appearance. It was identified Dashavtara 
(a Siva incarnation) the sculpture was brought to Srinagar and 
housed in Sri Pratab Singh Museum. The sculpture is dated 
to 9th Century AD which clearly speaks of artistic activities of 


Zainpura perior to Badshah” period. — 
‘There are few sites of the village still pronounced by 


their earlier names, on the plateau of Shahli Wooder a spot is 
known by the earlier name of Razdani, revealed a local Master 


iS 


194 DISCOVERIES OF KASHMIR 


Ji, he said, ‘it is widely believed here that the spot had been 
earlier occupied by royal houses of Sultan Badshah.’ The Sultan 
also believed to have built a big house for Sheikh Shamad-ud- 
Din Baghdadi (RA) a famous spiritual saint of his times. Of 
the old glorious constructions, the shrine of this saint is well 
preserved. No any remnants of any other ancient structure or 
site are visible on the ground surface on any wooder, however, 
a Mughal period graveyard in neglected condition is seen in 
the feet's of Shahli Wooder one of the grave’s inscription reads 
Zilhaj 1120 which correspondence to the reign of Muhammad 
Muzam Qutub-ud-Din. The inscription on the other side reads 
Ya Gaffar Guffura in Arabic. 

The village because of its historical significance needs 
proper exploration and archaeological survey so that the more 
traces of Zain-ul-Abidine’s period are brought to light and 360 
springs as recorded in various traditions to had been once 
rising here are searched. Let these springs, then continue to 
serve the lands of Safnagar village. 


Village Kuls and Streams 

Few days back | wrote about the polluted waters of 
big and small springs of the valley and stressed upon the 
authorities concerned to initiate measures to save the fresh 
and natural waters of the springs from further degradation. 
Today let us have a. look over the village streams and Kuls. 

Perhaps very few people know that the streams and 
Kuls dancing through our valley villages were basically the 
water channels constructed by the ancient rulers to facilitate 
the village lands with irrigation. The waters of major springs 
and melting glaciers and streams followed major Nallah, like 
Lidder, Vishu, Rimbara, Romushi, Sind etc. and it was from 
these Nallahs that the different rulers of Kashmir constructed 
water channels, known as Kuls. The purpose of carrying of 
canals was to provide irrigation facilities to the lands so to 
make those worth cultivation. 

The tradition of construction of canals perhaps was 
setup by one Suyya who is reported to have served at high 
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posts in the darbar of Avantivarman 855-883 AD. He is said to 
had channeled the water for irrigation purposes, of each village 
was allotted as much water as was necessary for its crops. 
The man is said to had many villages reclaimed from marshy 
tracts by having circular embankments raised all around them 
to keep out waters, so that they looked like round bowls. There 
are many such canals which today have turned as Khuls said to 
have originally been constructed by Suyya, one of such-canal 
which today have turned as Khuls said to have originally been 
constructed by Suyya, one of such canal diverted from nallah 
Vishu near village Nihama to irrigate the lands of Allaqi Advani 
carries the corrupt from of Suyya’s. The canal has turned as a 
Nallah and is known by the name of Sonman. Sonman not only 
supplied waters to Paragan Ardwai but in proceeding period 
several canals were also diverted from it. 

One of the major canals of Zanapura was carved 
from the nallah in 1940. The another name who prompted the 
Kashmiris irrigation works is believed none other than Zain-ul- 
Abidine (Badshah). Jonraja’s and Sarivara’s chronicles have 
given a detail list of canals constructed by the Sultan. The 
famous canals of his periods include Utpalapur, Nandashaila, 
Bijbehara Advin, Amburher, Manasbal, Zinagir and Shah Kul of 
Mattan. It was through these canals that majority of lands were 
provided irrigation facilities. 

With the passage of time the ancient canals turned 
into Nallahs and from these Nallahs village Kuls and streams 
emerged as dancing through village lands. Their waters served 
village lands. 

These waters were so clean and fresh that people 
used it for drinking and washings. However, since for lost 
several years the waters of village Khuls and even Nallahs 
have become highly polluted; lack of civic sense and increased 
humar pressure has not ruined the glory of dancing Kuls but 
even destroyed their waters too. It has been observed in 
Villages that toilets are preferably being raised on the Kul banks 
so that the human filth runs in the water besides the soils all 
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other village dirts are being thrown into the Kuls. The village 
people whom earlier were caring for their Kuls and keeping 
them clean but since they were provided drinking waters on 
modern basis have turned indifferent towards their traditional 
water sources. With the result at is several places the dancing 
Khuls have observed silence and dried up to the extent that 
now there serve as the village drains. 
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CHAPTER 8 
HERITAGE 


Setting up state heritage commission 

The state government of West Bengal has to set up 
a state heritage commission for maintenance of all historical 
buildings, monuments, and sites of the state that come within 
the purview of heritage. The commission was recommended 
by an expert committee that was earlier set up for identification 
of heritage sites. It was provided quasi-judicial powers through 
an Act of the state legislative assembly of West Bengal. 
The commission would also prepare development control 
regulations for heritage conservation. 

In our state of Jammu and Kashmir, we have also 
several historical buildings, monuments, and archaeological 
remains at Jammu, Srinagar and Leh, which fall within the 
ambit of heritage. Besides a number of Buddhists, Hindu 
and Muslim shrines carrying varied architectural features and 
designs are located at a number of places in the state. 
Heritage Buildings: 

Historical buildings can be seen in may cities and 
towns of the state, especially at Mubark Mandi Jammu, Old- 
Secretariat, Srinagar, Leh and Poonch towns. Well-ornamented 
palaces and buildings of the Dogra period symbolize the 
Anglo-Indian architecture. The Mughal and local feature are 
also present in these glorious edifices. Most of the buildings 
serve as the office complexs for different departments. Lack 
of proper maintenance and conservation has made these 
buildings dilapidated. Several of these were destroyed, and in 

. their place new complexes were erected. These jewels of our 
architectural heritage need proper repairing and maintenance 
we can also develop heritage tourism and thus raise funds for 
their proper conservation and protection. 


Monuments: 


Religious shrines constitute another rich wealth of 
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our cultural heritage. Jammu is known as the city of temples. 
Well-ornamented old temples can be seen in the Jammu City. 
‘Leh and Zanskar had a treasire of their own monasteries and 
gumps. However, this heritage wealth is being looked after 
by local agencies and committees. They renovate it as and 
when required and in the process of repair and renovation 
they hardly take care of its previous architectural design and 
technique. In most of the Muslim shrines wooden panels 
formed of lattice work and pillars are replaced by glass sheets 
and concrete structures. Similarly, the monasteries of Ladakh 
built of mud are being built on concrete plinths. If this practice 
is not discouraged well in time we would lose several classical 
architectural monuments of the state. 
Archaeological Remains: 


This material can be broadly divided into four 
categories: 


(i) Prehistoric remains available in the shape of caves 
and pits. 

(ii) Early ruins formed of terra-cotta tiles and diaper 
pebble walls. 


(ii) Massive stone ruins of early medieval Kashmir. 
(iv) The monuments of the Sultanate and Mughal period. 


Although Kashmiris rich repository of this archaeological 
wealth but for want of proper protection, excavations, study 
and conservation's all this has turned into a neglected lot. 
Other Materials: 


Thousands of ancient coins, archeological artifacts, 
paintings and manuscripts which stand as corroborative 
evidences to our history still stand unexplored. Despite rich 
numismatic collections we do not possess any catalogue on 
Kashmir coins. Literary and historical data available to us in 
Sharda, Sanskrit and Persian scripts need to be translated and 
made accesable to the new generations. 

If a committee or commission on the model of West 
Bengal is set up here we can be able to preserve our varied 
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heritage material. 


Heritage Bankruptcy 

The fact is that our cultural heritage continues to 
remain neglected and no improvement has been made by its 
guardians. Much of our heritage has suffered a lot at the hands 
of Durranis, Sikhs and Dogras. A considerable portion of it 
was taken by European scholars to their countries and what 
is left here is poorly maintained. During the Dogra period it 
was none other than Maharaja of the time who initiated several 
steps for proper acquisition, preservation and promotion of this 
material. 

The flow of heritage material to outside states was 
stoped when Maharaja Pratap Singh ascended the throne. 
He banned the trade of Kashmir antiquities and discouraged 
the practice of taking heritage materials outside the state 
boundaries. He provided a safe and secure place to the states 
cultural materials. He established various record houses and 
repositories at Jammu and Srinagar respectively. He offered 
his ancestral palace known as Ranbir Singh Palace for housing 
the collections of state Museum. He donated maximum of 
his personal collections of his Tosha Khana to the museum. 
The then state treasury contained thousands of ancient silver 
and copper coins which were also collected in the museum. 
Various paintings, manuscripts, texile items and armory 
objects of Jammu region were housed here. In establishing 
the state museum and its various galleries he invited various 
British and Indian experts. Sir John Marshall's expertise was 
utilized for establish the archaeological gallery. Similarly G B 
Bleazby'’s was appointed as the incharge of the numismatic 
gallery. He classified and deciphered about 1500 coins and 
placed then in exhibition cabins. The Maharaja encouraged 
various expeditions to Tibet, Gilgat, Sakardo and other frontier 
regions of the state for collection of heritage material. These 
artifacts can still be seen in the galleries of SPS Museum at Lal 


Mandi, Srinagar. 


During the past few years of his regime he managed to 
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allot Rs. 44 thousand to works department for construction of a 
suitable museum building at Srinagar. 

Unfortunately the proposal could not mature due to 
untimely death of the Maharaja. The later administrators did 
not pay due attention towards this heritage wealth. Several art 
treasures got their way to the outside this land. These objects 
were Kashmir paintings, rare manuscripts, coins, sculptures 
etc these things became the decorative pieces of foreign art 
galleries and museums. The numisnsatic treasure collected 
by late Ghulam Ahmad Mebhjoor was sold to national museum 
at Delhi. In the year 1959 the state handed over several 
historic monuments to Archaeological Survey of India. The 
agency conducted exploration and excavations in the state 
and take out the extrumed material outside the state. This 
agency carried excavating of Semithaw, Burzhama, Harwan, 
Kral Check, Parhaspora, Akhnoor sites. It took all exhumed 
material of these sites and handed over it to National Museum 
New Delhi and Indian Museum Calcutta. 

In the given circumstances their authority cannot 
be challenged and the agency itself is doing a good job in 
promoting archaeological researches and maintains several 
monuments of the state. However, the agency could still be 
asked to deposit the state share of the heritage material, 
which the agency had come across from time to time from the 
Kashmir sites. 

Here no one is serious about sorry state of affairs of 
the state’s heritage material. 

People never demanded their property back. The 
legal and illegal trade of antiquities still continues, time is fastly 
approaching when we shall have to face bankruptcy of our 
heritage wealth. 


Disinvestment in Heritage field 


Kashmir is the only state where heritage wealth is in 
worst state. This is not the question of lesser known heritages 
in shape of manuscripts, coins, documents, historical records 
and literatures but the lands, glorious monuments, forts, 
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heritage buildings, museums and other research institutions 
are highly neglected. The archaeological sites have fallen prey 
to human vandalism while monuments are in ruins. Museum 
collection has been left uncatalogued and unconserved. 

The institutions concerned with varied heritages are 
not to be blamed when government has no concrete heritage 
policy. Since 1947 it has failed to frame it. During pre- 1947, 
such institutions had been put under the direct control of the 
Royal Darbars, which had a council of experts, mostly from 
Europe. European heritage missionaries and expert services 
were being loaned in promoting archaeology, architectural 
and numismatic researchers. Till 1925 the state had no 
archaeologist of it own. The Darbar than recommended R C 
Kak who had got some taste of archaeology to European for 
attaining technical know how in the field of Archaeology. It was 
by the aspirations of European experts like Bishop Cotton, 
Garrik, Buhler, Stein, Rogers, While Head, John Marshall, 
Cunningham, Nicholas, Bleazby and others that number of 
heritage sites and thousands of ancient coins were explored. 

Martand, Avantipora, Pandhrethan, Buniyar 
Parihaspura, Ushkar, Payar Narasthan, Wangth, Pattan, 
Harwan like hundreds of sites came into light. While on the 
other hand Rambir Research Library, repositories and state 
museum were establishmented. General Godfray, G B Bleazby, 
John Marshall and Amar Singh efforts results in establishment 
of the state museum at Lal Mandi in the Rambir place in 1898 
AD. 
Since the Darbar lost its constitutional validity and 


British Residents and experts left this land. The cultural 


heritage institutions begin to collapse, the excavated 
archaeological monuments and sites turned into neglect 
while heritage materials in research institutions and museums 
remained unconserved and uncatalogued. One feels shy while 


hearing that the Pratap Singh Museum at Lal Mandi one of 
nce of experts is still 


the rich museums of the world in prese 
uncatalogued. Other museums of the world are adopting new 
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information technology we are yet to have a simple museum 
catalogue. It is that museum which once was under the 
control of Royal Darbar. The all other monuments of the state 
excavated and conserved by European experts do reveal the 
similar tale of the government apathy. Our chief Minster and his 
cabinet colleagues had got no time to spare few monuments it 
for heritage institutions. 

In other states of the India private and few semi 
government agencies have emerged as the big financiers 
to invest in country’s heritage. It is learnt that the countries 
biggest heritage enterprise TATA group of industries has 
taken conservation work of several international monuments 
which includes the world famous Taj at Agra. Besides it, the 
government has leased Dutch fort at Tranquebar to this group. 
The more important monuments as Khajuraho temple, and 
Hempi which already are in the protected monument list of 
UNESCO have been handed over to private enterprise. 

The governments of several other states have such 
plans to open up important heritage sites to private sector. 

The government of Madhya Pradesh is learnt offering 
14 protected monuments to private enterprise. The sites 
include Lal Bagh Palace and Raj Wada in Indore and Dhar 
Fort Rajasthan and Himachal Pradesh is also to open up such 
monuments to private enterprises. 

It is very surprising that conservation’s methods are 
being adopted at those places where these are not so neglected 
as in our state. 

The private enterpreneurship in our Kashmir has not 
reached to such extent that those can be easily motivated to 
contribute something for heritage wealth. However, few semi 
government financial institutions could have been involved in 
the process. Mention may be made of Jammu and Kashmir 
Bank, which tin its development has reached to an unexpected 
height. This bank can effort easily to invest in conservation and 
documentation of our heritage wealth. 


ft has got a very better future to adopt any heritage 


bebe bint 
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site of this land, and took up its conservation work. No doubt, 
the bank is already helping the government in beautification of 
several parks and gardens but to invest something in the field 
of cultural heritage has some different passion and future. 

The leading monuments Hariparbat Fort, Mughal 
Gates, Sun Temple at Martand, Badshah Domath, Ruins at 
Parashpura, Rambir Palace at Lal Mandi are such few sites 
where the bank has better opportunities to invest. It can also 
assist the state Museum in preparation of its catalogue (as this 
is an only world museum, which has no proper record of its 
collection). 

It can also pave way and motivate other agencies to 
go for similar investments in heritage field. 


Heritage Concerns 

Dianne, a New Zealand based writer arrived here 
last week. She had been frequently visiting this land, to see 
the beauty of man made things. She usually writes on the 
culture and mythology of his country but also takes interest 
in study of South Asian arts and Cultures. She has learned a 
lot of South Asian lands including Kashmir. | recently met her 
in SPS Museum at Lal Mandi where | watched her, she was 
curiously looking over the exhibits of Kashmir handicrafts and 
praising the glorious hands. On the other hand, she felt very 
much disappointed over the poor maintenance of the Museum 
exhibits and said that all over in South Asian Museums, 
heritage is cared well except in Kashmir. She told me that 
collections of Kashmir art are nicely displayed in few European 
art galleries. - 

She suggested that if state authorities are not 
interested in keeping of such glorious things then these should 
be shifted to European museums where there glorious artifacts 
are preserved well, this is not only Dianne, if you are in the 
museum you will listen same from other visitors too. ; 

Most of us believe that people visit the land to enjoy 
natural beauty. No doubt when the north Indian plains are 
scorched by heat the valley a region with a balanced moderate 
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climate offers best facilities to its visitors to spend the spring 
and summerina fine atmosphere. It is only for lost few year that 
tourist hesitate to arrive here otherwise the season had been 
experiencing heavy flow of domestic as well as foreign tourists. 
There are very few of you who know that most of European 
people had been arriving here for some other purposes. 

Their countries are not less beautiful in offering its 
people scenic and climate entertainments. Europeans come 
here to see the works of art both modern and ancient. It is 
this taste which invites them here. Besides the contribution of 
European scholars in promotion of Kashmiri art and culture is 
no less than its local contribution. The land of Kashmir, which 
possessed both beauties natural as well as man, since from 
centuries together has remained an attractive place for them. 
Their concerns about the deteriorated arts of the land hence 
are well understood. 

Dianne this time has to sell out his computer and 
a small collection of his library to arrange Kashmir trip but 
while reaching here she felt disappointed over the decreased 
standards of once glorious hands and poor maintenance of the 
masterpieces. 

European treat Kashmiris advanced in handicrafts 
perhaps as they consider themselves in science and 
technology. The land served an international market for 
its various handicrafts. It captured the imagination of the 
fashionable world and was in great demand in Iran, Turkistan 
and entire Europe. The Merchants and commercial agents had 
been arriving here and purchaisng the handicrafts. 

Number of Kashmiri handicrafts which included shawls, 
paper machie items, metal works, paintings and sculptures are 
housed in foreign museums and art galleries. These things 
there are cared well. At home we have also proved in efficient 
to protect the handicrafts industry. This once glorious industry 
of the state has turned rusty. 

The policy makers despite their heavy claims have 
failed to preserve and promote the industry. The artists and 
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craftsmen associated with various trades of the industry have 
been shifting to other professions, because it did gave them 
nothing other than evil days and poverty. The master craftsmen 
are gone while few glorious crafts have also extinguished from 
the land. Things have deteriorated to the extent that few rare 
artifacts made by olden maser craftsmen of the land are also 
denying in the handicraft stores and museums, of the state. 
These things of art are not being provided due care. If things 
continue to move on same direction, times are not far away 
when traces of olden artifacts shall disappear from this land. 


Heritage of Poonch 

Poonch the historical town 33,0.0 ft above sea level is 
picturequesly situated in the circle of mountains in the south 
west of Kashmir. The towns although far away from the capital 
city of Kashmir, still of its long interesting historical career 
and rich cultural heritage retains its past splendeur. The town 
from Srinagar since times was approached by two important 
mountains passes viz. Pir Panchal pass and tossamaidan 
pass. When Moghals arrived in Kashmir they entered the valley 
via Pir Panchal pass and developed it as their main highway 
by constructing chart road and establishing various inns and 
large rooms at required spots. When Jahangir (1605-1627AD) 
arrived he also followed the Mogul road and developed the 
road by constructing various inns on the road. It was since 
Jahangir's times that Poonch came closer to valley and things 
produced in Punjab regions reached the valley. Shopian 
became largest mandi of Kashmir, things arriving from Poonch 
via Moghal road were than sold at Shopian (Kashmir valley). 
It was only one day's journey to Poonch. Traders and general 
passenger from valley first had to gather at Shopian and than 
start for Poonch and from Shopian to Poonch it was then 12 
hours journey, Karwan's getting late to reach Poonch in one 
day, were then staying in the inns and large rooms. 

Understanding the historical importance of the Moghal 
road, the J&K government soon after the collapse of Dogra 
regime under took the renovation of the road on priority basis 
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two separate constructional divisions, one at Shopian and 
the other across the Pir Panchal at Poonch were setup for 
undertaking construction of Moghal road on modern basis. 
Although the work on the road was taken up very earlier but 
since decades passed a major portion of the road remain 
untouched and work stands suspended on the road since 
1985. 

Poonch town flourished by Moghal roadside, these 
days is approached by Jammu, Rajouri road and from Srinagar 
to Poonch it is two days journey by bus. The history of Poonch 
reveals that king Laltiyaditya founded the town (730-AD). The 
town for most times has appeared as an autonomous princely 
state. When Moghals arrived they even does not deprived the 
Poonchs of its status. In the time of Jahangir ‘1605-1627’. The 
son of Mansingh was appointed as the governor of the state 
Rustom Khan Ilokzi, the son of Jumo Khan (1788-92) named 
it Rustum Nagar. Sikhs defeated the last independent ruler of 
Poonch in 1819. When Dogra’s ruled over Kashmir. Poonch 
was given into the hands of Raja Dayan Singh. 

Poonch of its interesting historical career is rich 
also in its ancient structures. In absence of any systematic 
archaeological survey, the archaeological wealth of the town 
if any remained unexplored, but the architectural richness of 
the town is evident through its well-preserved structures. In the 
leading edifices of the town, is the Jamia Masjid named after 
its constructor Khawaja Nizam-ud-din Poonchi. The mosque 
stands in the centre of the town. The main edifice is covered 
over by a single dome while the four minars are raised over 
the four corners of the main structures It is surrounded by a 
wall measuring 40 ft from east to west and 42fts from south, 
to north. The eastern courtyard measures 29 ft long and 6ft 
wide. The gate way to the main structure measures 5 ft wide. 
To enter into the courtyard, the other gateway is on north-east 
side. The central chamber of the mosque is in the west side 
faced by an another gate. The wall in between the courtyard 
and gate carries six arched mehrabs. These mirabs are carved 
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in brilliant designs depicting birds, animals and other floral 
carvings. The central mehrabs carries a Persian inscription. 
The inscription gives the foundation date of the mosque as 
4291 AH (1882 AD). 

The mosque constructed in stone and lime is memorial 
of that period when Poonch was governed by Raja Moti Singh. 
The mosque in well-preserved position presents the central 
Asian architectural features. The other worth seeing monument 
of the town is the well preserved fort in the south of the town. 


Heritage policy 

Every year world heritage week is celebrated all over 
the globe. The main objective behind its celebrations is to focus 
on heritage of the nations and create a consciousness among 
the rulers and ruled for properly preserving and protecting their 
wealth of their past. The week is observed from 18th to 25th 
of November, in this connection function and seminars are 
held is all over the world. In Jammu and Kashmir, there was 
no enthusiasm found in the people. However a function was 
recently held at Jammu. Itwas organized byASI (Archaeological 
Survey of India. It was attended by archaeologists, scholars 
and students. Minister for higher education. Mr. Abdul Qayoom, 
who was invited to the function) stressed upon the people to 
preserve the heritage of Kashmir. The minister however, did 
not make it public what policy the government has adopted for 
preservation of Kashmir's cultural heritage. 

The state, especially the valley of Kashmir, in the last 
few years suffered a considerable damage in this regard. It 
lost a number of heritage monuments and heritage materials. 
The institutions entrusted with the job of documentation, 


cataloguing and preservation of heritage wealth are inactive. 


As per estimates about seventy thousand ancient coins of 
immense antiquity and historical value are unsafe in the state's 
largest museum at Srinagar. The museum has neither any 
catalogue of these coins nor any documentation. Lots of coins 
being found yearly are making their way into the museum. A 
number of valuable miniature paintings are unidentified and 
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undocumented in the Dogra Art Museum, Jammu. It all speaks 
of government apathy. 

As per survey conducted by various heritage 
organizations the state especially Kashmir valley in the last 
few years lost dozens of leading heritage buildings. A number 
of monuments due to lack of timely repairs collapsed while 
several monuments and heritage buildings are at the verge of 
extinction. During the period when government was functioning 
properly, not a single monument or historical building was 
included neither in the state-protected monuments’ list 
nor in the centrally protected list. The priceless heritage 
materials available in the shape of archaeological finding 
artifacts manuscripts, coins, miniature paintings etc also got 
neglected. The government in this period could not make 
any comprehensive policy with regard to the preservation of 
cultural heritage to ensure proper protection and security of the 
valuable materials. Even the routine duties and responsibilities 
of the institutions like archives, archaeology, museums, 
research, libraries and other research units attached to the 
department of culture could not get any definite direction in this 
regard. The identification of heritage building sites and various 
other materials is still unattended to. 

At this phase, when our heritage wealth depicts a grim 
picture and speaks of government's total neglect, the mere 
celebrations of heritage weeks do not carry any purpose. If 
the government is really serious about the preservation of this 
property, it must announce its cultural heritage policy for proper 
documentation and preservation of state’s cultural properties. 
Speeding up the works of various cultural institutions is also 
required so that the materials housed there are properly 
catalogued and conserved. 


Conservation of cultural Heritage 

Expressing few words of concern over the poor 
maintenance of rich Kashmiri art and cultural heritage is not 
enough but to rescue it from its ill state of affair is badly needed. 
The performance of departments and agencies entrusted with 
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the job of conservation and promotions of cultural properties 
of the state are to be watched. The factors responsible for 
their poor functioning needs to be traced out and remedial 
measures shall be initiated to ensure their smooth functioning. 
Agencies like archives, archaeology museums, research, and 
several other institutions are known as the preservers of rich 
cultural properties. 

The precious and priceless artifacts and historical and 
literary records housed in these institutions are in utter neglect, 
lack of proper conservation and maintenance has made things 
more serious in t these institutions. 

The material pertaining to our heritage needs better 
care and conservation. Architectural monuments go on falling 
apart the Hariparbat fort is one such example in this regard. 
Due to lack of timely repairs at the fort at several places, has 
collapsed. 

Master ruins of Awantipura, Pattan, Narasthan, Kothiar 
etc. had also felt the victims of authorities neglect. It is not in 
common to see cracks and seepage on the walls of protected 
monuments and cases of vandalism are far to recount. 

Routine —_ explorations, excavations, research, 
documentation and conservation of cultural properties in state 
got neglected during the past decade. Hoards of priceless 
antiquates went out of the valley during this period artifacts 
and precious records in institutions went in a mess. Its proper 
cataloging and conservation works got stuck. Thousands of 
ancient coins, archeological artifacts, paintings, manuscript 
and documents in various institutions are unpreserved and 
uncatalogued. : 

Financial crunches alone cannot be blamed for this 
all, things can be set right in allocated routine founds to these 
institutions if utilized properly, lack of experienced and trained 
hands in these institutions have made things more difficult. The 
heads of these institutions are not field experts. The institutional 
affairs lay in the hands of such administrative hands, which do 
not even know the basics of the cultural heritage. 
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If government is really concerned over this mess of 
cultural property they need then to establish a committee of 
various field experts who can suggest the ways and provide 
a mechanism to stop further detraction of these precious 
and priceless properties. At administrative level just we have 
financial advisors to various departments. The department of 
culture too requires a cultural advisor, who shall be a retired 
head of department of any cultural institution with a glorious 
background of fieldwork. 

It is through these steps we can ensure the proper 
preservation conservation and documentation of this highly 
neglected cultural. 


Preserving the heritage tourism 

In most of the states of South Asia, heritage tourism 
has been flourishing rapidly. The government of these states 
has been exploiting their varied cultural properties to boost up 
their respective tourist industries. Nepal is one such state where 
cultural tourism is very popular. The state has preserved very 
rich cultural material. Rajasthan that does not posses so high 
potential for tourist attractions has explored its archaeological 
and architectural monuments for its tourism. The state has 
developed adequate infrastructure at its historical monuments. 
The facilities offered to tourists at these sites include 
availability of Hotels and Restaurants Cafeteria, Parking and 
small emporium of folk handicrafts besides archaeological 
guidebooks and other relevant literatures about these sites are 
also made available to the visitors. 

The West Bengal government very earlier had setup 
heritage commission to explore more heritage sites and 
monuments and to bring them in purview of heritage tourism. 
This has been functioning very well. 

In other states of India the cultural wealth stands well 
infrastructured and it has been contributing a big share in 
promoting their respective tourist industries. There are such 
states where they have preserved very less cultural wealth but 
those states have also introduced their minor cultural properties 
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Kashmir is perhaps the only unfortunate state where 
despite rich cultural heritage not a single cultural site was 
opened for the field. The land of different cultures, identical 
monuments, pyramid roofed shrines, temples, historical 
museums, archaeological sites, festivals, wazwan and 
magnificent handicrafts has a very rich potential for boosting 
the states tourist industry. 

Most of the people who visit this land are not merely 
interest in scenic and climatic beauty there are such visitors 
who have got a taste of intellectual nature, they are more 
interested in its cultural beauty. 

They vow to see the works of the man of this land, 
both past and present. Some are interested in its long history 
and vow to know more and more about its past events. Many 
are inclined to its handicrafts. Some are anxious to know more 
about its massive ruins of ancient archaeological monuments 
while to many the pyramidal roofed wooden shrines are great 
treasures. 

Many tourists visiting this land to listen Kashmiri music 
and know something about its tunes and instruments. Some 
tourists are seen asking forcultural literatures like archaeological 
guidebooks, photo-cards of Kashmir monuments informative 
booklets of various cultural events. 

The land is fully decorated with these glorious cultural 
properties but no basic tourist infrastructure is provided 


al site. Notto speak ofhotels, restaurants, 


anywhere at any cultur | t t 
site markets, transport, the sites are not even listed in tourist 


map of the state. No literature in shape of small guide-booklets 
about the lands and cultural sites are available to tourists. 

It looks that the policy makers of the state” are ignorant 
about their rich cultural wealth. They are unable to frame any 
such policy where under the cultural properties of the land are 
exploited to boost-up the collapsed tourist industry of the land 
it has been observed that cultural beauties are more attractive 
for tourists. In Maharajas period European missionarles and 
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other common visitors had been provided facilities to visit the 
Kashmir monuments. This monuments has been serving the 
important tourist attraction. But soon when the government 
came into the local hands, the land lost that charm and beauty. 
Heritage sites became inaccessible even to local tourists. 
There are no guidebooks available to tourists to explore the 
archaeological and architectural wonders of the land. 

On the other hand these sites are not properly 
maintained. Archaeological monuments of Kohimaran at 
Srinagar are not restored from their dilapidated conditions. 
Mughal rampart and gates and other wonderful architectures 
of the hill were sufficient to declare it heritage hill, Budshah’s 
Dumath and Mosque of Madeen Sahib at Maharaj Gunj and 
Hawal could also have been developed as heritage sites and 
provided the required basic tourist infrastructure. The wooden 
shrines of Kashmiri Sofi Saints in its villages could also have 
been put in the tourist mapof the land. 


Neglected Heritages 

| met a Grecian couple in the premises of State 
Museum at Lal Mandi. They had arrived here to see those 
few Greek coins about which they had heard are preserved in 
the Kashmir museum. | accompanied the couple to that place 
where these coins were exhibited. The couple could easily 
recognize their ancient coins. They felt so emotional that they 
could not control their tears. | still remember they felt very 
proud of there rich heritage Grecian today have no such say 
in world affairs but there was a time when they controlled half 
of the world. Their heritage materials are scattered in different 
lands. Iraq, Turkey and Afghanistan host a major portion of 
Grecian cultural properties. 

Pakistan and. few Indian museums have also been 
taking care of such Grecian cultural materials. Grecian are left 
with little olden collections at their home. 

Almost all civilized nations are very much serious 
about their cultural identities. Egypt, Italy, Iran China, Japan, 
Germany are such countries where you would find proper 
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maintenance of their ancient monuments and_ cultural 
institutions. They are even assisting other poor countries in 
respective cultural projects. Several other Indian states, like 
Bengal, Orissa, Andhra Pradesh, Delhi and Rajasthan have 
also been promoting their heritage wealth. They have been 
even exploiting it now for their respective tourist industries. 

On the other hand there are countries like central 
Asian states that despite of their rich cultural heritage could 
not preserve their respective heritage materials so well. 

Kashmir is also one such state, which has not proved so 
efficient to conserve and document its rich cultural properties. 
It is the land where historical monuments are in ruins and 
cultural institutions in shambles. Since 1947 cultural properties 
got neglected what Rajas and Maharajas has preserved that 
too could not be maintained. The land lost its several glorious 
monuments, research libraries and other cultural materials. 

During past 1947 period's promotion of cultural was 
one of the priorities of the Darbar. During the period the art 
and culture got well documented. Foreign missionaries 
were involved in respective cultural projects. Stein edited 
Rajatarangni, Karl Frederick and Grierson edited Kashmiri 
grammar and dictionaries Alexander Cunnigham, Marshall, 
Nichoilas, Rodgers, Kak D, R Sahni and others undertook 
archaeological exploration of the land. 

General Godfray, Raja Amarsingh and Bleazby 
inspired Maharaja for creation of a state museum where the 
scattered cultural materials of the land could be preserved. 
Besides several deteriorated monuments were repaired does 
of remains exeavated. _ 

Most of such, productive cultural activities collapsed 
soon the land came under the rule of democratic set-up. The 
Darbar that has a council of various experts lost its validity. 
The experts had no say in new system. Foreign missionaries 
also left the land and a time reached when archaeological 
researches of the land came under stand still and maintenance 
of monuments was given under the hands of revenue 
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authorities. 

One cultural institution during the democratic period 
came into existence that is still functioning under the name of 
J&K academy ofart, culture andlanguages. The rest cultural and 
heritage institutions and research institutions are in shambles. 
Archaeological explorations and excavations collapsed while 
the process of declaration of monuments as protected ones 
disappeared. The conservation and documentation of cultural 
properties stopped. This is the time when we are left with no 
alternative other than to watch the destruction of our priceless 
cultural properties. 


CHAPTER 9 
HISTORY 


Coins that made history 

Kashmir numismatic history has recorded only a few 
posthumous coins issued by Atta Muhammad Khan, a Durrani 
governor during 1808-13 AD. 

These special issues were struck in memory of two 
leading saints of Kashmir. Sheikh Noor-ud-Din (RA) and 
Sheikh Hamza Makhdoomi (RA). Minted in Kashmir the coins 
are in gold, silver and copper. 

The double Mohur in gold weighed 335 grains. On the 
obverse in floral field are displayed the names of the saints e.g. 
‘ya sheikh noor-ud-din and ya makhdoom jehan.' These coins 
carried dates in Hijra era as year AH 1225. The reverse bear 
mint name Khate Kashmir numismatists have so far discovered 
only two pieces of these posthumous coins in gold. 

The number of such coins in silver and copper is also 
not so common. The silver ones weigh about 170 grains per 
piece. 

These are in uniform type, bearing Persian Sika Shud 
Rushan Zi Shah-e-Noor-ud-Din Rayeg Ez Makhdoom Kutub- 
ul-Arifeen. 

The reverse of such coins bears mint name Khate- 
Kashmir. The dates on these coins vary from AH 1223 to AH 
4228 on each coin. The copper ones of this posthumous series 
on obverse in a double circle had given place to Ya Shah Noor- 
ud-Din, Ya Makhdoom. ; 

The copper coins weigh 116 grains. Preserved in 
various national, international museums. These coins these 
have exclusively been found in Kashmir, Museums in Kashmir 
have got few such coins in their collections. A few coins of 
this type are classified in Lahore museum coin catalogue. The 


second volume of Kushur encyclopedia published by cultural 


‘academy too makes mention of these coins. The Pratap Singh 
serve few 


Museum's tremendous numismatic collections pre 
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silver coins of this series but due to lack of catalogue of coins, 
the coins are unclassified an uncatalogued. 

Various numismatists and experts studied these 
coin types. Rodgers was the first numismatists who made a 
partly identification of these coins. He wrote that one Durrani 
governor Atta Muhammad Khan of Kashmir issued coins in the 
name of Sheikh Noor-ud-Din (RA) Rishi. His researches were 
further endorsed by James and Whitehead. They reached at 
the same conclusion and could not recognize the name of 
Makhdoom Sahib (RA) below the name of Sheikh Noor-ud-Din 
on these coins. 

History reveals that Atta Muhammad Khan was 
appointed governor of Kashmir in 1804 by his master Shah 
Shuja of Kabul. In about 1808 Atta Muhammad raised a revolt 
against the Kabul administration and declared himself as an 
independent king of Kashmir. To achieve the public mandate. 
Atta Muhammad began to struck coins in memory of these 
popular saints. He dropped the name of Shah Shuja from 
these coins and instead of placing his own name, he preferred 
to have few posthumous coin types to his credit. These coins 
are very handsome and had a floral background. 

Atta Muhammad Khan could not continue here for long 
while in about 1813 AD he was defeated by Fatah Khan and 
replaced by other governor Azan Khan. The governor made 
history by striking these few posthumous issues. 

History of Persian 

Persian, the centuries old language promoted here by 
Sultans and their learned men stands neglected in Jammu and 
Kashmir. It was taught here as an important subject in primary, 
and at higher education levels upto late seventies. But today it 
is simply an optional subject in the University classes. 

This language has a very long and interesting history 
of its own. Kashmir seems to have had cultural relations with 
Persia from ancient times. The terracotta tiles unearthed 
at Harwan date back to the fourth century AD. They depict 
Sassanian characteristics. Besides, the Persian titles like 
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Shah Nanoshahu adopted here by few Kushan princes are the 
proofs of those ancient ties, which existed between Kashmir 
and Persia. 

However, these influences did not dominate the then 
local culture so effectively as the Muslim rule itself did in the 
middle of the fourteenth century AD. The arrival of Sayyides 
and the Persian learned men from Persia and central Asia 
made these two countries closer together, the traces of which 
still are visible in present-day society. The royal patronage of 
Sharda and Sanskrit collapsed and it extended towards Persian 
script and language. The earlier writing mechanisms receded 
into the background, the students switched over to the study 
of Persian which became the language of the royal men and 
educated classes and even found its way into the villages. 

A stage reached when education in Kashmir came to 
be recognized by Persian learnings. During the period of Sultan 
Zainul Abideen, the language had a tremendous patronage. 
He established several translation bureaus where the earlier 
Sanskrit works got translated into Persian and vice versa. 

~ Persian came to be practiced in courts too. Chak 
Sultans left no stone unturned in its patronage. Itis also evident 
from their coins too. The Shahmeri Sultans promoted Persian 
as well as Arabic learnings’. Chaks devoted their full attention 
towards Persian. They were SO eager to popularize the Persian 
that the reverses of their maximum coins represented the 
Persian legends. This tradition of Chaks in Kashmir remained 
unchanged till Dogra rule. The status of Persian as official and 
court language was maintained by Mughal and Durrant rulers 
too. Durrani rulers adopted different Persian couplets in praise 
of their money market and displayed those on the obverses 
and reverses of their coins. This tradition became so deep 
in royal mints that when the Kingdom passed to Sikhs they 
did not at once make any big change in the status of Persian 
language. No doubt they introduced Gurmukhi & Punjabi 
script and language but it had hardly any impact on Kashmir 
culture. They too did not disturb the judicial and official status 


218 DISCOVERIES OF KASHMIR 


of Persian. They continued to make Persian legends on their 
coins, so did the Dogras. The Sikh coins minted in Srinagar 
had the following couplet on the obverses Degu-tegu-fateh-u- 
nusrat bayed rangy aft az Nanak Guru Govbind Singh. 

It was the court language of the Darbar of Kashmir 
and was written and spoken even by local Pandits. Besides its 
literature, books on history art, culture, philosophy, astronomy, 
astrology, geometry, and mathematics were written in this 
language. The Hindu religious books were also translated into 
it. Those manuscripts are preserved in various institutes of 
Kashmir. 

The language lost its royal patronage in later years 
of Dogra rule when it was replaced by Urdu as the official 
language. But still it was taught as a compulsory subject in 
schools and colleges upto late seventies of this century. Later 
on, it got neglected and was treated as an optional subject 
that too for University classes, while in schools it vanished 
altogether. Today neither government nor the institutions are 
showing any interest in its promotion. The manuscripts written 
in this language are not taken care of. 


Hepthelitis in Kashmir 

Hepthelities succeeded Kidaras. Who were those 
people? Historical record mentions them a branch of white 
Huns who had established themselves already in Bactria 
(Balk) in early 4th Century AD. Later on they are said to have 
followed Sassanian empire towards south of Hindu Kush. 
After destroying their colonies moved towards Kidera empire, 
in about 4th Century AD. Hepthelities raids are said to have 
begun the disturbance of Kidera Kushan realm and gradually 
took control of the whole Kidera principality, which included 
Punjab and Kashmir. Huns are recorded to have defeated 
Guptas and went upto central India Tormana and Miherakula, 
one of the inscriptions preserved in Gwalies Fort records their 
relationship as son and father. The two princes have also got 
well numismatic evidence i.e. their coins have been found 
from the lands of their entire domain. Their eastern conquests 


i HISTORY 


are also supported by Chinese records. Sungyuns a Chinese 
pilgrim has recorded the coming of Hepthelities two generations 
before the time of his visit in 520 AD. 

Kidara's rule in Kashmir was also succeeded by 
Hepthalities (also called white Huns) Miharakula son of 
Hepthalite king Tormana after facing defeat in central India at 
the hands of Yasodharaanan is said to have taken refuge in 
Kashmir. He is recorded to have arrived in Kashmir valley in 
about 5th century AD through Pir Panchal Pass. He is also 
credited to have brought several numbers of Gandharian 
Brahmins and settled them in southern Kashmir. He is also 
alleged to have destroyed Buddhist institutions of the valley. A. 
hoard of Hepthalities coins were few-years ago recovered from 
Shopian area which carried fifteen coins of Shahi-Miherkula, 
the name of its founder ruler. 

Huns have been treated as past masters in imitations. 
In the regions captured from Sassanain kings they carried their 
coinage on Sassanian type. Regions captured from Gupta’s 
followed Gupta type and copied Kushan type in the regions 
captured from Kideras.’ 

The Hun rifle has a great political and economic effect 
on the valley of Kashmir, Upendra Thakur in his book, Hunas 
in India observes, that rise of Hunas conquest of parts of 
Central Asia and subsequent invasion of India leading to the 
occupation of Kashmir worsened the economic condition of the 
valley of Kashmir. With the overland trade routes, disturbed 
and ultimately closed down, a land locked territory detached 
from the rest of the world. Kashmir under the Huns becomes 
an impoverished country. Gold and base gold coins of Kushans 
and Kideras went out of circulation, there was reversion to 
agriculture which consequently led to the establishment of the: 


feudal order in the valley. 


History of Mughal Highway ee Or, ‘ 

History witnesses that Kashmir since time immoral as 
remained a all sphere nourishing meadow for the foreigners, 
Caravans and tribes from China, Central Asia and Punjab 
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regions arrived here at their respective times. Few of those 
people settled here and other went beyond this territory. Several 
powers occupied this wonderland for their political interests, 
while others gave very much to this land and its people. Rule of 
several powers proved ghostly aggression to this Holy Land. 
Greeks who established themselves initially in Bacteria 
region extended their authority over sub-continent parts through 
the borders of Kashmir in about 150 BC Indo Scythian following 
Greeks made their direct way through Kashmir crossing over 
Kohi Karan pass, they settled their selves in Khasghar and 
from here they went Texila, Punjab and other Indian, parts. 
Kushan’s who established their vast empire in the sub-content 
in about 125 AD, followed. also Kashmir route. They were inturn 
followed by Kidara’s, Shaka’s and white Huna princes. Moghals 
whom extended their authority from Kabul to the frontier of 
Bangle, did not remained for behind to swollap the Kingdom 
of Kashmir. After the collapse of local Muslim power of Chak 
dynasty, Moghal forces under the kingship of Akbar annexed 
the valley in about 1586 AD, These all powers and tribes with 
their Caravans made their way into this lovely land through 
various mountains passes. As this lovely valley is covered and 
protected by high mountain ranges around all its, sides but 
still there were certain passes left by nature for the entry of 
external powers into the valley. Alburni who arrived Kashmir in 
1021 AD had a occasion to know the system of frontier gates. 
He says “there were many routes leading from this valley to 
its other neighboring countries, providing the details of few 
of the passes, Alburani has recorded four such mountain 
passes, e.g. Tussamiandan pass (Baramulla) Dader Koute 
pass (Bandipora) Huya-Haum pass (Kupwara) and well know 
Pir Panchal pass (Shopian). He writes that on these frontier 
gates watch and ward posts stood deployed. These posts 
were responsible for preventing and checking smuggling and 
other external invasions”. These passes are not only recorded 
in the books of indigenous historical literatures but ruins of few 
of the gates are also seen scattered at several places on these 
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mountain passes. Pir Panchal route still preserves marvelous 
Moghal structures. 

Pir Panchal pass identified with Moghal highway was 
actually discovered by king Meharakula in 500 AD, a Huns- 
invader Mehara Kula the father of Tormana after facing defeat 
at the hands of Yasoduha Varma in Central India left the place 
and wondered for to hide himself. He could not find any safe 
place other than Kashmir to save himself from the rising powers 
of Central India. Mehira Kula while crossing the Pir Panchal 
pass lost 101 elephants on the way. The place where the 
king lost his elephants carried the name (Has Vanj) elephants 
forest. During the Mehara Kula times 5000 Shaviate Brahmans 
are said to have arrived Kashmir through Pir Panchal pass. In 
the period of Raja Avantivarman, (855-883 AD) Shira Verman 
one of the ministers of the Raja, constructed a watching post 
on this route at the site of Sura-Pura presently pronounced as 
Hurpura. This place is 6114 ft. high from the sea level, was then 
also called diamond City. Sultan Zain-ul-Abidin constructed a 
labourers colony in 1450 AD. The colony was dedicated to the 
labourers whom the sultan had shifted from Bambergali and 
Rajouri areas. A gate was also constructed here by the Sultan 
and it was called “Illahi-Darwaza”. The Muslim envoys from 
Central Asia arrived Kashmir during sultanate period through 
this route. This route was also known as salt route. During 
Hindu and Muslim periods salt was imported to valley from the 
salt ranges of Punjab via this route. No doubt that Pir Panchal 
route has paved a way for external caravans to enter into the 
valley from very beginning, but it was not until Moghals who 
adopted strictly this route that the salt route came to know as 
Moghal highway. This route connected Lahore with Srinagar . 
and carvans dispatched from Lahore arrived Kashmir through 
this high ways Pir Panchal route was discovered by rulers 
very earlier, but uptill the arrival of Moghal Caravans to the 
valley the route had no such political importance. Mughal 
administrators showed a great interest in renovating the earlier 
called salt-route. They constructed the route and raised inns 
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and residential accommodations at required distances. The 
distance from on inn to other inn was kept old ten miles and 
there was a good capacity kept in the plan of these inns to 
accommodate large caravans. The total length of the route 
from Srinagar to Gujarat (Pakistan) measures old 300 miles. 
At Gujarat it was connected with Lahore highway. 

If you proceed on this route you will still found the 
ruins of Moghal structure at various destinations of the route. 
Several of the constructions have preserved their courtyards 
and other ornamentation’s and few while loosing their 
structural form have carried only their ruins. Proceeding from 
Srinagar you will find few ruins at Kakapoura. The reference of 
Moghal inn at Kakapoura is recorded in historical literatures. 
It is also collaborated by stray finds of Moghal style bricks, 
which the villagers often come across while digging their lands 
at Kakapura. From Kakapoura, Moghal route takes you to 
Shopian and you will reach the historical village of Hurapur. 
Hurapura famous for its Potato Cultivation, carries in its lap 
the remains of another Moghal inn. Although the inn is poorly 
maintained, it provides us a picture of Mughal style of inn 
construction. This inn is today under the occupation of Para- 
military forces. Proceeding forward on the route you come 
across another inn at Dubigen meadow. The inn somehow in 
its structural form is locally known as Suka Sari. The history 
regarding this inn remindes us of Afghan period, it is said 
that the existing structure was super imposed over Moghal 
construction by an Afghan administrator, when the later ruled in 
Kashmir. This inn is in open meadow and gives a glorious look 
to the passer by. After crossing the long Dubigan meadow you 
will see the last Moghal construction of the valley side. This is a 
larger inn, called “Ali-abad-Sari” located at an important place 
the inn has served for largest caravans. Caravans from valley 
and opposite direction were supposed to take a night rest here. 
Caravans starting from Srinagar early morning reached Ali- 
abad at sunset. This inn consisted of several open rooms had 
a capacity of providing shelter to hundreds of passengers. Ali 
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abad inn had also preserved its four walls and provides shelter 
to forces deployed at Aliabad. Walking beyond the Ali-abad, 
Moghal route will take you on the top of Pir Panchal, called 
Peergali. 

You enjoy and see the Poonch area. Peergali serves 
as an entrance gate. It carries the holy shrine of Sheikh Karam 
Sahib (RA). The shrine houses the grave of sofi saint, who is 
said was a born Hindu and embraced Islam at the hands of 
a Sayyied. The Urs at this Zairat is celebrated every year in 
harvest season and participants include the people of far-flung 
areas of Poonch District. At Peergali, Moghal route takes a 
sloping turn. 

It slopes down the Pir Panchal mountain and leads 
towards the Panj Sarai illaga of Poonch Disirict. Hurapura to 
Panch Sarai, it is calm, no permcant human establishments 
are seen. However in summer days shapereds, Bakerwalls 
and Gujars like tribal people are seen moving on the route 
along with their cattle wealth. ; 

Chandi Murh, centre of the zone represents its own 
cultural and social life. The people of this zone speak Phari and 
are encircled with olden traditions and customs. Noori-Chamb 
a health resort is situated is this area, it is a grand water-fall 
where Noor Jahan, the wife of Saleem Jangheer had build a 
Sheesh-Mahal for herself, the impressions of Mirror on the rock 
near the water fall are still visible. Panjsarai comprises of the 
villages Posshana, Digrian, Behram Gala, Peteni, Hill, Parkote 
Manza, Bagala, Akroth Pathri etc. In this area, Moghals had 
built not only the inns but also some residential houses. Today 
we see only the remains of Mughal construction. From Poonch 
the Moghal road leads to Rajouri via Dera Gali Pass and first 
inn of the district Rajouri is situated at Thanamandi. This inn 
is in good conditions and is these days occupied by Muslim 
Education Trust, the next inn is situated at Fethpur Rajouri, 
but this Sarai is in ruins. After Fethpur Sarai there comes one 
more sarai at Chengus. Chengus is a great historical place, 
the Mughal king Saleem while living from Kashmir valley died 
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at this place and from their his body for last rits was bought to 
Lahore. This incident had taken place during 1605-1627 AD 
After chenges the road leads to Gujarat, Pakistan. 

So far as Moghal period is concerned, really, ithas been 
a constructive period for Kashmir as a whole, Mughal emperors 
not only promoted a composite culture in the region, but also 
restored the traditional arts and cultural of the region, Kashmir 
was beautified with superb constructions and magnificent 
gardens. Mughal invaded Kashmir in the time of Sultan Yousuf 
Chak and conquered it very easily. No doubt that politically 
it was an attack on integrity and sovereignty of Kashmir, but 
economically and socially it was a new era for Kashmir history. 
The superb Mughal architecture e.g. Mosques, forts, tombs 
and gardens etc at times has proved fruitful for our tourist 
industry. The inns which they constructed on Mughal road form 
the uniform architectural pattern, The inns were kept square 
in shape, consisting of many indoor rooms and with a large 
gate ways, the material used in these constructions, comprises 
of bricks and red lime, there is nothing more interesting in 
these inns, except the form strength and largeness, the inns, 
still existing in somehow in their original form, show also the 
concréte roof coverage’s. 

The Mughal high way continued to the serve the 
Afghan caravans as well. Afghans who followed Mughals 
arrived Kashmir through this route. They were intern followed 
by Sikhs. Who also adopted the Moghal route. 

During this long period, Mughal road served as a 
backbone of Kashmir economy. If carried its trade with Punjab 
through this route. During the winter Kashmiris used to earn 
their livelihood in the regions of Punjab and this route provided 
them a shortest journey to those regions. 

Moghal highway was of great importance till Sikh 
period. Theirs administrators looked after the road properly and 
when ever necessary the road was renovated and repaired. But 
as soon as Dogras emerged on the political screen of Kashmir. 
The Moghal road was thrown behind black screen. No attention 
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was paid to reconstruct it on modern basis. Dogra Rajas 
adopted Binehall pass and constructed it on modern available 
techniques, through this route Jammu was directly connected 
with Srinagar while Poonch got delinked with Srinagar. After 
1948, the state administration diverted its attention towards this 
ignored historical route. Once Rupees 70 crores were allotted to 
the construction of this route and a separate engineering wing 
known as Moghal road construction division was created, but 
still the major portion of the route remains untouched. Several 
times work on the route was suspended without any specific 
reason. From valley side the route has been made motarable 
upto Hurpura and from the other side upto chandimud. While as 
from Hurpura to chandimud, which is a one days foot journey, 
no work was under taken, the work on the road has been, 
very slow and these days it is suspended, due to reasons best 
known to authorities. 


Mughal carvan was guided by Gulfan 

It was the month of Rajab, 996 AH Jalal-ud-Din Akbar, 
was camping at Lahore. He is said decided to visit Kashmir 
about which he had heard many things. Yousuf Khan, as 
said, was the governor of the newly annexed province of the 
Mughal Empire. He was intimated to the royal carvans journey. 
Qasim Khan, another Mughal servant was called on to Lahore, 
where he was entrusted the job of clearance and repairing 
of the Pir Panchal Pass. (The pass later came to be known 
as Mughal Shehra because maximum Mughal royal carvans 
entered valley through this way) Qasim Khan after following 
the directions engaged thousands of sculptors and cleared the 
route upto Hurpora (Shopian). 

The way was cleared and entire gate of Hurpora was 
fully decorated. What was the then the royal carvan was invited. 
At Hurpora elaborate arrangements were made to receive the 
Mughal Carvan people of all walks of life irrespective of cast, 
creed and colour who had heard of the proposed visit of the 
Mughal Carvan gathered at Hurpora with varieties of gifts in 
their hands, the scene had been a wonderful one. It is said, that 


226 DISCOVERIES OF KASHMIR 


in. a couple of days Mughal carvan reached to first camping 
ground of Panj Saria (Poonch) to the south of Pir Panjal. Panj 
Saria is nowadays represented by few villages of Chandimund, 
Bahrqmgalla, Pooshana. The Panj Sarai was named so, as 
Mughals had built fine inns and muds here, the ruins of those 
inns are still scattered en the ground in Chandimud area. 

From here the carvan proceeded towards’ crossing of 
Pir Panjal and the next day it is said reached on the top of 
Panjal called Ratanpir. The Carvan was guided to valley by 
their famous swift fleet footed horse called Gulfan. It was also 
slitting during the whole day and the carvan had a long journey 
to Hurpora but the desire of the carvan to see the valley of 
Kashmir made things easy for them. It is said that no one had 
any sign of fear inclination while entering into the valley. The 
carvan was given a splendid welcome at the Hurpora. Besides, 
the Kashmir Governor, nobles, poets, writers, intellectuals and 
musicians who had already gathered at Hurpora with their 
variety of gifts welcomed the royal carvan. 

The next day, the carvan is said to have reached 
Srinagar. It was 25th of Rajab, 996 AH when Akbar arrived at 
Srinagar. A big congregation was held at Bagh-e-Hussain (the 
presentday Khanqah-e-Naqash Bandia). He was accompanied 
by Mughal nobles and soldiers. Akbar gave his first address at 
Bagh-e-Hussain and in his speech to Kashmiries, he directed, 
his forces not to enter and neither stay in any Kashmiri house, 
Akber then visited Shahab-ud-Din Pura. 

In Kashmir, he is said to have granted high posts and 
Jagirs to many Kashmiries, from Srinagar, Akbar went Pampure 
and then Bijbehara, From here he left for Nandmarg to enjoy 
the beauty of nature (Nandmarg is situated below the feet of 
famous Kounsarnag to the southwest of Kashmir). 

This was Jalal-ud-Din’s first visit of Kashmir. He is said 
to had spent about a month in Kashmir and then Qasim Khan 
was again directed to clear the way back to Lahore. Gulfan 
who with his master also remained a month here was then 
driven back to Lahore from the way it has entered the valley. 


am HISTORY 
History of calligraphy 

In ancient times, when paper was not available to the 
literate class, they used to produce their writings in engraved 
form, on rocks, stones, coins etc. Later on when paper was 
invented, doors were left open for calligraphists to meet their 
needs and exhibit their artistic skill. Then after centuries 
together writing appeared on paper. Initially it was in a simple 
form just to reduce things in writing but gradually the paper 
writing developed a beautiful style that later on came to be 
known as Calligraphy. 

It is a decorative art of writing. Since Islam did not allow 
figures of living things and human beings to be made by the 
artists, the painters and sculptors adopted the calligraphy that 
was the stylish art of writing. This art like other arts traveled 
from central Asian states to Kashmir in the reign of Sultan Zain- 
ul-Abiden (popularly known as Budshah). He invited several 
masters of this art and appointed them in his darbar. He also 
gave large lands to them and opened several institutions here. 
Kashmiri students were imparted this technical education. A 
large University was also established at Naushara, Srinagar. 
Sultan began with a number of copies of Kashshaf of Allama 
Zamashari and adopted it in his University. Many students of 
Kashmir were sent to the Universities of Bukhara, Samarkand, 
Heerat. The calligraphists achieved a remarkable status in 
Kashmir. In fact this art was introduced in Shehmeri period 
it flourished during Mughal period. Mohammad Hussain 
Kashmiri, a reputed calligraphists who served as one of the 
countries of Akbar was honoured with the title Zarin-Qalam 
golden pen. Mohammad Hussain Kashmiri, writes Abul Fazil. 
Surprised his master Maulana Abdul Aziz by his handsome 
pen. Ali Chaman, was another noted court calligraphist of 
Akbar. Mohammad Murad Kashmiri was given the title “Shirin 
Qalam” by his master, Shah Jahan. ; 

Several Kashmiri artists got patronage in Durrani 
courts. Bawani Dass-Katchro was the court calligrapher in 
Durrani darbar. From Shahi darbars the art flourished towards 
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towns and rural areas. Certain families adopted it as their main 
profession and promoted it further. 

"Kashmir possesses a rich repository of manuscripts 
jn various calligraphy styles. We have there a number of 
manuscripts in various official and non-official collections in 
Nastaliq and Nask styles. 

To preserve this art, the academy of art, culture and 
languages has been conducting calligraphy learning classes 
for the last several years. Beside the Academy, research 
libraries, archives, and other institutions have been taking care 
of hundreds of manuscripts. 

However, a number of well calligraphered manuscripts 
are still scattered in unprofessional hands; their proper collection 
and protection is required. This needs proper documentation 
and cataloguing so that the future generations may not get 
deprived of this wealth. 


When horse keeper became the king 

It is said that once when a cobbler was crowned he 
struck his money in leather. At another place it is said that 
once a beggars daughter got married to prince. She was a 
pretty and healthy girl but when she reached into the Mahal, 
the royal environment did not suit to her mind and soul, she 
felt ill in the Mahal and wanted to live her previous life. In the 
Mahal although she was provided with royal dishes and other 
comforts but had to live under the norms of the Mahal. 

She could not bear with it she felt ill and when she was 
diagnosed by her Shahi Hakeem, she was advised to move in 
the open air through the dirty streets of the Shahir. 

These are the tales which tell us how much one is 
influenced by his earlier habits but it does not mean that the 
people with ordinary taste if given higher opportunities would 
not succeeded in delivery of their responsibilities, Balban, the 
Delhi Sultan and founder of the Salave dynasty was basically 
a Mushki who become the successful king of the India. The 
Indian chronicles have mentioned his achievements at greater 
length. He was the great builder, several of his monuments 
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have became the zenith of Delhi and its neighbouring cities, 
Kashmiri history has also recorded such events where we see 
the ordinary people reaching at the top. 

The mention may be made of one Durlabavardha the 
founder of Karkota dynasty who ascended the throne in circa 
600 AD. He was basically a keeper of horses who then reached 
to the highest post. The legend says that Durlabavadha was 
keeper of horses in the Darbar of Raja Baladitya. 

They king had a daughter named Anangalekh. She 
was a pretty girl. The king was told by his astrologers that 
with his death, the Gononada dynasty would end and the 
crown will pass to his son in law. The king did not like to be 
succeeded by the descendants of his daughter in order to 
avoid it, he decided to marry his daughter to a low caste man 
Durlabavardha who was merely a horse keeper. The king 
thought that the horse keeper would even not think of becoming 
aking. The Anangalekh was married to horse keeper. She was 
a most beautiful girl. The kings minister named Khankha had 
already developed infamous connections with Anangalekha 
Durabarardha, her husband is said several times caught her 
wife setting in compromised position with the Khankha but 
he kept silent over these illegal connections of her wife. This 
silence is said rewarded him the throne of Kashmir Khankha 
left no stone unturned in occupying the throne for his beloved's 
husband. Durlabavardha was a shrewd and clever man who 
then ruled kingdom for about 36 years. The Kashmiri chronicle 
Rajtarangni and Heun Tsangs account have mentioned the 


achievements of this king in greater detail. Durlabavardha 


who was merely a keeper of horses founded the Karkota 


dynasty, which ruled the kingdom for about 250 years. So it is 
not always that inferior people would not do the superiors job. 
There is a Kashmiri proverb which says ‘yeli chhanis panes 
pheth pevan, yekil tulan nakas phath’ (a carpenter lifts loom 
over his shoulders when required). 


Natives return to abandoned village 
This is a different sort of the return to their roots for the 
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villages of Guripora in Pulwama. It is after a century that they 
have gone back to their ancestral village Adipora which they 
had abandoned following the oppression of Dogra officials. 

The story goes that the residents of the village Adipora, 
situated on the main cart road of the district were frequently 
subject to the atrocities of the Dogra officials. They were often 
forced to carry their baggages and other burdens. 

It is said that Adipura was a sleepy hamlet near Barsu, 
45 kms from Srinagar. It was inhabited by 15 families of Wani 
caste. But now the returned families are 35 in number. 

However, it was not the local labour that was a cause 
of the villagers concern but the dread of begging taken to Gilgit 
where they were used as bonded labours. The word Gilgit 
evoked terror for them. So much so that the chilling tales of the 
tortuous journey to Gilgit and the appallingly exploitative labour 
they were forced into there, still exists in the village folklore. 

The villagers were also used as porters to carry the 
provisions and the huge baggages of the troops. Gilgit was 
identified with the hell by the Kashmiris. Moreover, the journey 
took two to three months. Many labourers died on the way due 
to cold or starvation. 

So whenever the requisition for coolies came from 
Gilgit, the villagers fled to far-flung mountains areas to hide 
themselves. 

Itis in one such development that the Adipura residents 
crossed the nearby river Jehlum over to what is now called 
Guripura. According to folklore, they dismantled their muddy 
houses and erected new ones at the new place. 

Guripura, itis said, was frequently lashed by floods but 
the villagers preferred these to living at Adipura. 

The Adipura lands were later used for saffron 
cultivation, which these yielded a good quality of. 
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HORTICULTURE 


Before the local varieties perish 

The plant growers prefer such variety of seeds and 
plants in their forms, which have a quick growth. They cultivate 
such forest nurseries in their forms, which are fast in growth. 
The traditional plants with slow growth are being discouraged. 

Yearly number of plantation forms are cultivated and 
distributed on vacant land. The plant growers, which mostly 
comprise farmers and few government based agencies 
get involved in various plantation projects. They have been 
encouraging such news varieties of plants in their forms, which 
get prepared in less time. For this purpose Rosi and Bulgarian 
varieties of poplar are being favoured because they have ‘most 
fast growth then the locals varieties of popular. Fortunately 
such, varieties of foreign origin trees have also found here 
the favourable soils and climate and are grown here in large 
numbers. No doubt it has been a successful initiative towards 
protecting environment and meeting the growing consumption 
of wood, besides a step towards protecting forest degradation. 
Bui the present trend of encouraging foreign varieties of trees 
has effected the local tree culture of the land. The valley is fastly 
loosing its centuries old local varieties. Their propagation has 
already collapsed. The standing one’s are left without care. 

In this context mention may be made of local varieties 
of popular Koshur Pharas. 

The minister of the kingly plane trees which grows 
great height and girth was once very” popular in Kashmir. It 
grew at all elevations from 5000 to 7500 feet. Although it was 
famous for wood however it was also used for construction of 
buildings. There were several varieties, cultivated of this tree 
here, Kabuli varieties of this tree was very beautiful, with its 
white bark and silvery leaves it was; giving a fine look and 
considered suitable for the local environment. It was grown 
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more commonly in rural areas and believed to had been 
introduced here by later Mughal or early’ Durani Shah’s. These 
varieties of the popular has almost disappeared from valley 
lands and rarely are found standing anywhere. 

: One another favorite tree to Kashmir is called Brenn 
(Elm). ‘It usually grows at all elevation-upped 9,000 feet. Like 
Kashmir pharas it also attains a great height and girth andis also 
used for wood and building constructions. It has also remained 
saints tree in Kashmir, many such trees are still regarded in 
great esteem and believed to, have been planted by some 
Sofi saints of Kashmir. The Hindus also- regards this tree as 
sacred to Ganpati, one of the Hindu deities. Although still quite 
a number of trees of Elm are seen standing on several valley 
lands, but no attention is paid on its positive propagation. 

Bremiji, the centuries old tree of the valley was usually 
grown in graveyards and in the vicinity of shrines. It has a slow 
but natural growth to the extent of a magnificent tree. The tree_ 
is said very soft and cool and deeply attached with Kashmiri 
graveyards. 

Few specimen of the tree are still to been seen in olden 
Mazar’s of the valley. The historical graveyards of Malkh’a, 
Mazari Qalan, Mazari Sulateen exhibit a few rare magnificent 
Breimji trees. 

The local trees no doubt have a slow growth and cannot 
standby the fast growing phenomenon. However, their survival 
is also necessary for the local environment. The plant growers 
and the government agencies involved in plantation should not 
forget the local trees altogether but shall also provide-some 
space to local plants in their forms, and nurseries. 

Mulberry Plant 

Wherever | see a mulberry plant | remember the 
mulberry watcher and Kiram Kash, so hesitate to cut even a 
single leaf of it when ever | revive my schooling days | too 
remember the vast ground of my school flourished on the 
sonman banks which was full of mulberry trees, we were told if 
anybody damages any mulberry plant or even cut a branches 
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of it he is being punished seriously and even put to the prison 
of Kud at Kud. It was also said that the hearing of such cases 
takes place in the other side of Pir Panchal. To damage a 
mulberry plant was thought as a big crime perhaps non-less 
than murder. With this intention people were hesitating to bring 
any damage to this culture we as a schoolboys had courage to 
cut its fruits and nothing more. It were only (Kiram Kash) a guild 
of Silk rearers who were permitted branch cuttings of these 
trees by Ranbir Singh during his rule in 1869 AD. He had given 
then certain privileges, such as exemption from forced labour. 
They had been also allowed to annex the houses of villagers 
for Silk breeding purposes and they were further appointed 
as informers regarding damages done to the mulberry trees. 
The guild attained these privileges for a very long period. The 
people were afraid of Kiram Kash and mulberry watcher and 
do not even could rest under the shade of the tree. They think 
that the mulberry concerned people would come and if any 
damage to the tree is identified the men setting under its shade 
had to pay its penalty, such was the law and its enforcement 
agencies. No doubt these agencies were hated by general 
public writes Lawrence but gradually when people realized 
their role in improving the mulberry culture they mulbery got 
planted in ‘A’ grade agricultural lands and where they already 
stood in such lands were properly cared. 

The history of sericulture in Kashmir is very old. Its 
history goes beyond the times of Kushan’s in 2nd Century AD 
when Kashmir formed the part of ancient Kingdom of Bactria 
(Bukhtor) before the Christian era, some of the raw Silk 
produced in Kashmir is said to had found its way to the west. 
During the times of great Kushans in 2nd Century AD, the 
Romans had established trade links with Kushan Empire and 
it was during the Kushans that Kashmir has been supplying 


i i Roman 
a very good quality of raw Silk to the Romans. The ; 

uke : d had been preferring Kashmiri Silk. Talking 
Mirza Haider writes, ‘the Silk industry 


is of ancient standing, he alludes to the abundance of mulberry 
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trees in Kashmir and to the fact that people would not allow 
the leaves to be used for any purpose other than that of food 
for Silk worms. It is said by the people that sericulture existed 
in times of King Zain-ul-Abidine but then collapsed in the later 
times. Maharaja Rambir Singh revived the Silk production on 
large scale. He is said to had built 127 fine rearing houses 
in the valley and imported reeling appliances and machinery 
from Europe besides a large department was formed for the 
development of business in Silk. It was his initiatives and steps, 
which promoted Silk Culture in Kashmir to a considerable 
extent. He formed the laws and the spirit of enforcement that 
valley once has been displaying a forest like view of mulberry 
plants. 

However the more common mulberry culture was 
damaged. Since form lost few years it had got disappeared 
from its traditional lands. You would watch Zamindars saying 
that massive mulberry trees had disappeared from their 
lands, lands that were exhibiting orchards of mulberry had 
got vanished. The mulberry plant is seen nowadays only in 
its protected parks, while as on other places it has altogether 
vanished who destroyed it we people or any outsider. 

The valley of fruits 

Just like the gushing waters of this land are famous in 
the whole world so are its traditional fruits. Let us today remind 
few of such fruit which once were produced here commonly 
but due to commercialization of horticulture sector perhaps 
such fruit could not make the equal market so to stand by the 
standard of the other commercialized fruits. 

As we all know that the climate of Kashmir is so that 
it does not favour such fruit what are being cultivated in more 
warm regions of India like Sugar Cane, Mango, Orange. 
These fruit require a warmer atmosphere and are cultivated 
in the regions only, which offer them a warm climate and 
warm atmosphere. To suit to its moderate climate and cold 
atmosphere the nature had bestowed this land with a variety of 
fruit cultures. The fruit cultivation the land has been facilitating 
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included dhachh (grapes) gilas (cherry) Baadam (Almound). 

Chira (apricot) and Bahu that were being cultivated in 
the Kandi belts of the valley. Besides these traditional fruits, 
the land is capable to yield good produce of walnut, apple and 
pear. The later two fruits have been so favoured that they are 
produced in dozens of varieties, the Delicious & Naakh varieties 
have also gained a wide market and are being exported heavily 
to the other mandies of the country. 

Among the ancient fruit of valley one is called gilas 
(cherry). It is believed to have been brought to Kashmir from 
Turkistan. It was their pronounced as cerasus and it is said 
that lucutus (110 BC to 57 BC) the Roman general of the Sulla 
and Governor of Roman Asia carried a variety of this fruit to 
Italy. Indo Greeks are suggested to have brought it to Kashmir. 
However, the present variety of this fruit is not so old and it 
is said to have been imported from Kabul during the Mughal 
period. 

The another ancient fruit of this land is called dachh 
(graphes). The fruit has been cultivated since early centuries-of 
the Christen era, one of the motifs deviced on the 2nd century 
tiles of valley is of branches of grapes which clearly suggests 
that the cultivation of the fruit has been in vogue in valley much 
during the period and the motif has been familiar among the 
artists of the day. 

The (Cherra & Baadam) apricot and almounds as both 
categorized into group of dry fruit have been produced here in 
a larger scale. ; 

These fruits were also exported to other Asian and 
European Countries. Still in some selected areas of valley, 
Baadams are grown in considerable quantity. While as 
Khobani is now grown in the parts of Ladakh. The Baadam 
(almound) has once became the identity of Kashmir and the 
motif has been very popular among maximum designers and 
is displayed on a variety of Kashmir arti-facts more repeatedly 
on Kashmir textile and metal Works. 


The number of traditional fruit gradually has been 
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decreasing from ‘valley orchards. The land has already lost 
several olden almound and apricot orchards. The places now 
days carry their names only, viz. Baadam Bagh, Buadawari, 
Baadam Pur; Baadam Wooden Cheeramrag, Cheirahome etc. 
once these places’ has been the orchards of their respective 
fruit. The things have changed Kashmiri cultivator has been also 
following the modern trends and techniques. He is favouring 
the more commercial fruit’s like Pears and Apples. These fruit 
have helped cultivators to develop financially considerably and 
attention has been diverted on other more commercialized 
varieties of this fruit. 

Experts have been rightly describing Kashmir as the 
land of fruits. It has provided greater facilities for horticulture 
industry to grow more rapidly. Today scores of varieties of 
apple, pearl, baggu gosha, walnut cherry and other are grown 
in Kashmir, however, in the race of commercialized fruits it has 
been losing several varieties of centuries old traditional fruit. 
Steps are needed to be taken to encourage the cultivation 
of traditional fruit of Kashmir side by side with the more 
commercialized ones. 
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CHAPTER 11 
INSTITUTIONS 


Numismatic Department 

The Centre for Central Asian Studies in Kashmir 
University is one of the leading centers its kind in Kashmir. 
The centre was established within university campus with an 
objective to promote research and publication works in the fields 
of history, culture, politics, socio-economic, besides tracing the 
links in these fields that existed between Kashmir and other 
Central Asian States from times immoral. The Centre has done 
a tremendous job during its short span of time. It has explored 
and brought forward a picture of those links and relations that 
existed in between these regions. The centre has forwarded 
several research papers, dozens of books and established a 
Museum and a library in so short a time. However, the centre 
still has to go a long way to incorporate several other fields 
within its curriculum where it would find better potentials and 
source materials and where it functions and activities shall 
have more exposure. One of such fields can be suggested 
as Kashmir Numismatics. The numismatics which has strong 
evidences found in both sides (to South of Hindu-Kush) and (to 
the North of Hindkush) are still to be explored and studied, by 
the Centre. In Kashmir we have got a tremendous numismatic 
collections but no work stands done in this field. 

Kashmir numismatics is an unfortunate field that 
has been neglected by the Kashmir University. The centre of 
Central Asian Studies could have done a great deal of work in 
this related field too. Despite of our rich numismatic collections 
no efforts are initiated to study this most important source 
material. ’ 

In Kashmir museums and private collection are 
preserved thousands of ancient coins. Besides coins are 
found in excavations and in stray finds. The Sri Pratap Singh 
Museum houses more than 70,000 such coins, Kashmir coins 
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are reported to have been found in other Indian and Pakistan 
regions coins-travelled through illegal means to European 
Museums. Indian-Pakistani and other Central Asian State 
Museums and institutions have collected a good number of 
Kashmiri coins. Even in many foreign Museums and institutions 
Kashmir coins had been studied. These are published in their 
catalogues, and Numismatic digests. _ 

Several European archaeologists and numismatists 
in early twenties collected ancient coins from Kashmir 
and worked on them, Alexander Cunnigham has done an 
outstanding work on Kashmir numismatics. It were those 
European archaeologists and numismatics who in_ their 
numismatic researches in Kashmir, in early twenties came 
across thousands of Indo-Greek, Indo-Scythian, early Kushan 
later Kushan, Shaka, Kidera, Hun, Hindu, Sultan, Mughal, 
Durrani, Sikh and Dogra period, gold, silver and copper coins. 

Coins as a historian known very well stands as an 
authentic source material for a political, socio-economic and 
cultural history. For ancient period coins are main evidence 
for various historical periods while for medieval period, coins 
stand collaborative source material. So far as our history is 
concerned we are to face a great dilemma for its ancient period. 
Historians have not been able to forward a concrete historical 
outlook of our ancient periods. Similar is the case regarding 
ancient tribes, who were those people! When their migration 
took place? What was their contribution to Kashmir culture and 
what did they learn that could to a greater extent be replied by 
numismatics. Who were the tribes that ruled in early historical 
periods? Wherefrom they had come? What were their religious 
and cultural beliefs? Wherefrom those people had get gold, 
silver and copper like precious and valuable metals for minting 
of their coins? What were their manufacturing techniques and 
typologies? What was then the impact of Central Asian regions 
on Kashmir currency trade and economy? These are the 
questions the reply of which can be traced from numismatics. 

The departments and institutions dealing with historical 
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and cultural researches can do a great job in this field if they 
prompted such researches and publication in this field. The 
centre of Central Asian Studies, the institution which has already 
proved its worth in other fields can do very much on Kashmir 
numismatic field as well, if it incorporates this discipline in its 
curriculum. 


Museum Researches 

Museums are the repositories that conserve and 
catalogue wonderful heritages of nations. These institutions 
not only house valuable collections but also serve as research 
institutions and make people aware of their glorious past 
scholars and historians are offered source material for their 
respective projects in the museums. 

Museum movement in our state has remained very 
poor. Despite of its rich cultural heritage it has only two 
museums that too established in Dogra period by Dogra 
Maharajas, during the last 50 years no such institution was set 
up here, nor were the existing one’s upgraded. 

The two museums were established in the state in 1900 
AD, one in Srinagar consisting of several sections and named 
after Maharaja Pratap Singh (Pratap Singh Museum) and the 
other in Jammu called Dogra Art Museum. Ladakh despite of 
its rich cultural wealth has got no such institution. Proposals 
from time to time were sent to govt. regarding opening of art 
galleries at district headquarters but there was no positive 
response from the government. 

To educate administrators about cultural heritage of 
Kashmir and its importance, there should be a subject expert 
in administration An expert on the subject said unless and until 
decision making bodies develop cultural taste, the negligence 
towards cultural institutions viz. Kashmir museums and various 
collections housed in these institutions, would continue 

Experts claim, that no due attention is being paid to 
identify and publish the art treasuries housed in SPS Museum 
Srinagar and Dogra Art Museum in Jammu, they say that 
in these pioneer institutions extra-ordinary collections of 
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ancient coins, archaeology artifacts, epigraphs, paintings and 
Manuscripts have been preserved for decades. 

SPS Museum in its numismatic section has more 
than 70,000 of coins of different periods and Kings. Coins are 
reaching to these museums from excavations, hoard finds and 
stray finds which if deciphered and studied properly would not 
only compare with the literary sources but also reveal such 
periods of Kashmir history as have remained unknown to us, 
told a historian. He said the ancient coins and archaeology 
artifacts preserved in Dogra Art Museum, Jammu, also need 
the proper identification and study. 

Since R C Kak’s period when he was Superintendent 
of state archaeology in 1931, no catalogue or any other 
publication is known on the subject. R C Kak had published 
a handbook on archaeology and numismatic section of the 
museum 

Research and publication is the fundamental function 
of a museum. It is through this media people come to know 
about their rich cultural heritage and historians get their source 
material. 

The need of the hour is not only to preserve the 
artifacts kept in these museums but it also requires to study 
them and then publish them. Through this people can be made 
conscious about their glorious past and historians and scholars 
can get source material. 

It is the task of experts and professionals working in 
these institutions to undertake the various research projects 
inside the museum collections and get their works published. 

The govt. should also encourage those experts working 


in such institutions and offer them opportunities to take up such 
projects. 


Research in Archeology 

Museums are the repositories that conserve and 
catalogue wonderful heritages of nations. These institutions 
not only house valuable collections but also serve as research 
institutions and make people aware of their glorious past 
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Scholars and historians are offered source material for their 
respective projects in the museum. 

Museum movement in our state has remained very 
poor. Despite of its rich cultural heritage it has only two 
museums that too established in Dogra period by Dogra 
Maharajas, During the last 50 years no such institution was set 
up here, nor were the existing one’s were developed. 

The two museums were éstablished in the state in. 
4900 AD, one in Srinagar consisting of several sections and 
named after Maharaja Pratab Singh (Pratab Singh Museum) 
and the other in Jammu called Dogra art Museum. Ladakh 
despite of its rich cultural wealth has got no such institution 
Proposals from time to time are learnt were’ sent to government 
regarding ‘opening of art’ galleries at district headquarters but 
there has been no positive response from the government. 

To educate administrators about cultural heritage of 
Kashmir and its importance, there should be a subject expert 
in administration. An expert on the subject said unless and until 
decision making bodies develop cultural taste, the negligence 
towards cultural institutions viz Kashmir Museums and various 
collections housed in these institutions, would continue. 

Experts claim, that no due attention is being paid to 
identify and publish the art treasuries housed in SPS Museum 
Srinagar and Dogra art Museum in Jammu, They say that 
in these pioneer institutions extra-ordinary collections of 
ancient coins, archaeology artifacts, epigraphs, paintings and 
Manuscripts have been preserved for decades. 

SPS Museum in its numismatic section has more 
than 80, 000 of coins of different periods and Kings. Coins are 
reaching to these museums from excavations, hoard finds and 
stray finds which if deciphered and-studied properly would not 


only compare with the literary sources but also reveal such 
periods of Kashmir history as have remained unknown to us, 
told a historian. He said the ancient coins and archaeology 


artifacts preserved in Dogra art Museum, Jammu, also need 
the proper identification and study. 
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Since R. C Kak’s period when he was superintendent 
of state archaeology in 1913, no catalogue or any other 
publication is known on the subject. R.C. Kak had published 
a handbook on archaeology and numismatic sections of the 
Museum. 

Research and publication is the fundamental function 
of a museum. It is through this media people come to know 
about their rich cultural heritage and historians get their source 
material. 

The need of the hour is not only to preserve the 
artifacts kept in these museums but it also requires to study 
them and then publish them. Through this people can be made 
conscious about their glorious past and historians and scholars 
can get source material. 

It is the task of experts and professionals working in 
these institutions to undertake the various research project 
inside the museum collections and get their works published. 

The govt. should also encourage those experts working 
in such institutions and offer them opportunities to take up such 
projects. 


Museum Complex 

In a recent cabinet meeting, the state government is 
learnt to have approved transfer of 37 kanals of state land at 
boulevard to the department of Archives, Archaeology and 
Museums for the construction of a New Museum Complex. 

This is the tenth time since the government has 
proposed the shifting of the museum collections from Rambir 
Singh Palace at Lal Mandi where these are housed since 
1898. 

The museum has precious collections of archaeology, 
numismatics miniatures, manuscripts and numerous other 
antiquities. 

The inadequate space and the temporary arrangement 
at the Ramber Singh Palace has always been strong enough 
a reason for the government to build an alternative place for 
the museum, but the same has always been stuck on one 
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expedient or the another. 

History has it that the Dogra Darbar h 
40,000 for the construction of an Atco oe 
This proposal did not mature till darbar lost its authority. , 

Subsequently, since 1948 several proposals were 
rnoved and approved but nothing happened. Ghulam 
Muhammad Sadiq, the then chief minister, in his time proposed 
to construct the Museum Complex at Lal Mandi Park but later 
it was decided to shift the Museum collections permanently to 
Harinivas Palace. 

Similarly, late Sheikh Muhammad Abdullah wanted 
to set-up a multi-purpose Cultural Complex (Tahzeeb Mahal) 
which would house all things associated with the art and 
culture. However, the proposal is still to materialize. 

As a result, there are many apprehensions about the 
new development. Although the decision to buy off land at 
Boulevard is regarded as a welcome development, there are 
strong doubts about its ever maturing. 


Neglected Institutions 

For the past few decades the cultural, institutions 
looking after the cultural’ heritage of the state had been 
experiencing a serious decay of art objects. Most of the 
institutions are in shambles; mismanagement and non- 
professionalism has weakened these institutions. The rich and 
priceless collections housed in these institutions have become 
unsafe, as stated by various subject experts. The intellectuals 
have lost their faith in the functioning of these institutions. 
Thousands of manuscripts in Persian, Sanskrit, Sharda and 
Arabic in the research and libraries department are stilt 
catalouged and unpublished. Dumped in: various lockers, 
these relics are not even properly conserved. Thousands of 
archaeological artifacts and ancient coins and miniatures are 
also undocumented and uncatalouged in Museum Srinagar. 
There is no catalogue or a guidebook of any collection in the 
museum. The institution had no upto date record. The exhibits 
miss full description and information. It is just putting a treasure 
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of diamonds into the hands of a such custodians who have 
no knowledge of diamonds. His innocence can destroy the 
treasure. No body would take such risk. Neither the people nor 
the rulers are interested in preserving the rich cultural heritage. 
That is clearly evident from their attitude and policy adopted 
towards this materiel. Merely talking about the state’s culture 
and ethos, they have been exploiting it for their political ends. 
Pioneer institutions like SPS Museum, Srinagar, Dogra Art 
Museum, research library, Archives and other repositories and 
archaeology department have become the institutions of Ala 
Shahar (city of Pumpkins) - where there is no one answerable 
to what he has done. Where no difference is made between 
a fake and a genuine artifact. Where every commodity is 
equally priced and no distinction is made in gold and iron. In 
this city of Pumpkins, the talented works are less needed than 
inefficiency. The following tale of Ala-Shahar suits well to these 
institutions. It is said that once a peer and his mureed stayed 
at a place, which was known as Ala Shahar City of Pumpkins. 
Here every thing was too cheap and equally priced. The peer 
told his mureed that it is not wise to stay further more here 
where everything is valued at the same weight. However, he 
could not connivance his mureed so they stayed for sometime 
in this city. One day what happened that there was theft in 
the Raj Mahal. The culprit was arrested and announced to 
be hanged publicly. For this purpose there was big gathering 
called in the main city. Incidentally the mureed also went to 
watch the end of the culprits life. All arrangements were made 
the Daruga took the prisoner to the “hanging pole’ fortunately 
the knot of the rope fell short to the neck of the culprit. Darugu 
appealed for further directions, a royal farman was issued 
under which the Daruga was directed to hang anybody from 
present gathering to whom the knot of the rope suits well. 
Unfortunately as ill look it was for the mureed who was 
a stranger to this city the knot suited well only to his neck and 
what was more, dispite of tears and prayers, he was hanged to 
the death. But before his death he recalled his peer’s advice. 
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So in this city of Pumpkins people feel better to keep 
mum, let the centuries old heritage materials, and glorious 
works of art and archaeology go on vanishing. On the other- 
hand culture, is misunderstood by the drama and dance, no 
doubt these things like folk dance, and music of different regions 
contribute to its rich cultural heritage but there are other fields 
more important which have been neglected altogether. 

The heritage materials in shape of monuments, 
historical book, archaeological remains and artifacts, coins, 
manuscripts and miniatures are in a state of utter neglect. 
The whole material is unpublished and uncatalougued kept in 
lockers of the galleries. The various professionals working in 
the department are not given respective projects to work on, 
they have been made handicapped. 

To avoid clamminess and to bring them out the 
situations of Ala Shahar these pioneer cultural institutions of 
the state requires major postmortem. A right man should be 
placed at right place and the management and professionals 
trained in different fields shall be made accountable before 
the public. The clear picture of precious materials housed in 
these institutions should also be made known to people. It is 
their propriety and the government is the only custodian of this 
cultural wealth. Therefore it is the fundamental responsibility 
of the civilized government to take every step in restoration 
of these dilapidated cultural institutions. Some experts view, 
that a separate ministry under the able look after of any senior 
cultural expert can solve all the cultural affairs of the state and 
bring the pioneer research institutions, libraries, Museums, 
archives repositories back on wheels. 


Rambir Mahal to Aasar Mahal 
Cultural properties worth crores of rupees housed in 


the olden Rambir Palace at Lal Mandi after a period of more 
than a century are now expecting to get new birth with in a 
couple of years. The government seems very much determined 
to have new museum complex at the glorious site of historic 
Boulevard. The J&K chief minister laid the foundation stone of 


246 DISCOVERIES OF KASHMIR 


the complex, which is to be named as Aasar Mahal, (Palace of 
Remains). At the occasion chief minister said that it was due 
to poor and outdated facilities of preservation and display at 
the Lal Mandi Complex which necessitated the foundation of 
new complex. However experts view that not only the unsound 
accommodation but also ignorant and improper administrative 
set-up have been ruining cultural properties at Lal Mandi 
Complex. Absence of Conservation and preservation facilities 
lack of documentation’s and research and non adjusiment 
of museum experts have been the root cause for dilapidated 
condition of cultural and historic wealth housed in the museum. 
Experts view that just government looked determinant to 
‘construct a new museum complex, the administrative matters 
shall also get revived at priority basis. 

The museum houses about one lakh items but it 
has no catalogue of its these prized collections. There are 
no keepers, no numismatists no archaeologists, no guide 
lecturers to handle its various different departments as are in 
world museums allege its employees. It has a very meager 
non technical laymen type staff which includes, one curator, 
two Museum Asstts, one Laboratory Asstt, two guides, nine 
attendants, one photographer, one taxidermist and a sweeper 
to handle the world class collections. Besides the museum has 
a total expertise bankruptcy. 

This once world class museum had a very long history. 
It is said was earlier initiated by a group of European experts, 
who proposed to the then Maharaja to have Kashmir museum 
at Srinagar to house the cultural materials of the land and its 
frontier districts. 

The culture properties in shape of ancient coins, 
antiquities archaeological artifacts, mineral specimens arts 
and crafts were collected from Gilgit to the borders of Punjab. 

Bleazby J. Wardens, John Marshall and General 
Amar Singh were the brains behind the establishment of the 
museum at Srinagar, Mahataja Pratap Singh is said approved 
the proposal in 1989 and donated most of his personnel 


- INSTITUTIONS 


collections to the museum. European missionaries provided 
expertise guidance to the them. The museum was open to the 
public in 1900. 

R C Kak and Diya Sahani’s (Archaeologist and 
Numismatists) efforts helped the museum to enrich its 
collections to the tune of 75 thousand items. The museum is 
said with in only few decades carved its name among the world 
class museums. Punjab museum at Lahour, Indian museum at 
Calcutta and Pratap Singh museum at Srinagar got listed as 
prestigious museums of the sub continent. 

Since 1947 the museum movement in state got a 
little government attention. The museum lost its independent 
administrative identity and it was put under the administrative 
conirol of Archives Department. This was the worst ever set 
back to its normal functioning. 

Initially museum had a team of various experts, viz. 
Archaeologists, numismatists, 

Geologists, sculptor, moddlers, painters, taxidermists 
mostly from Europe who worked on various fields. 

Since the museum got amalgamated with archives 
department it lost all expertise facilities. Archivists who are 
hardly concerned with any museum discipline have been ruling 
the museum since decades together. ; 

Archives and museums are two separate disciplines. 
Archives are meant to preserve the government records while 
museums are the repositories where cultural properties of 
nations are conserved. Since 4960 museums has separate 
administrative set up, only archaeology department which 
serves its feeding organization shared its management. But 
since 1960 on wards the once world class museum reached to 
a small wing of the Archives department. ; 

Experts hope that now when a new complex is to 
emerge at glorious Dal Lake site, the century old prestigious 
institutions would certainly resume back its institutional identity 
with a separate museum directorate. They fell that proper 
administrative set-up shall help the institutions to pave way 
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for talented people and expertise staff. They have hailed the 
statement of the chief ministers regarding the involvement 
of experts from British museum and national museum. But 
stressed not to ignore. The available local talent while dealing 
the administrative and technical aspects of the proposed 
museum. 


A visit to Museum 

One of the best-preserved buildings of Dogra ‘period 
is the palace of Maharaja Ramber Singh,’ standing on the left 
bank of the river Jehlum. It houses the valuable collections of 
Kashmir cultural heritage and a historical library. It was in 1889, 
that captain God-fray and general Raja Amarsingh moved a 
proposal to Maharaja Partab Singh for establishing a state 
museum in Srinagar. The proposal was welcomed by the then 
Maharaja and it was decided to transfer the summer palace of 
Maharaja Rambir Singh into a museum the collections from 
Kashmir and of its frontier districts of Baltistan and Gilgit were 
then collected in this palace. The palace was named after 
Partab Singh. At the time there existed the two state Tash- 
Khanas respectively at Srinagar and Jammu. Tash-Khans 
housed the Maharaja's personal collections. These collections 
were transferred from there, to this palace and exhibited 
in various galleries of the museum. The then state treasure 
was also shifted to this palace. Later the museum gradually 
enriched its collections through various sources. The museum 
has today got nine galleries, housing archaeological and 
numismatical collections, Kashmiri arts and crafts, paintings, 
papier machie, wood carving artifacts. It housed also objects of 
Kashmir.armoury, stiffs of animals, birds and insects, minerals 
and manuscripts. These valuable artifacts are treated as relics 
of our past cultural heritage. The museum is under look after of 
state govt. It has got one curator, who administrates the whole 
museums. It has got a research wing and conservation Lab. 


One reference library, carrying the books on various subjects 
is also attached to this museum. 
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Archaeology gallery 

While looking inside the palace one is attracted by 
magnificent sculptures, terracotta tiles and photographs of 
Kashmir monuments. The medium and life seized sculptures 
of Hindu and Buddhist deities are dated between 7th century 
to 12th century AD. These sculptures as labeled as have 
been taken from different archaeological sites of Kashmir. 
Those included Panderethan, Verinag, AwantiPura, Parihas- 
Pura, Bijbehara etc. These sculptures are well ornamented 
and represent grace of Kashmir artists of its medieval times. 
On these sculptures one can find the Gandhara, Gupta and 
indigenous art influence. The sculpture of Pandrethan, Verinag 
and Parihaspura has got strong Guptan influence. The groups 
of sculptures from Bijbehara and Avantpura sites represent a 
remarkable influence of Gandhara School of art. One of the 
sculptures from Pandhrethan depicts an interesting birth scene. 
Itis queen Maya Shown standing under a tree, catching hold of 
a banceh. She is being supported by another lady, who is said 
to be praja pati, her sister. Agoddess is shown weaving flywisk. 
The scene depicts the birth of Sidhartha (future Buda) A bronze 
frame taken from Devesara Kulgam is the masterpiece of this 
section. It carries well-ornamented 22 figures of a Hindu deity. 
It is dated to 10th Century AD. On exhibition in this section 
are also terra-cotta tiles taken from Phalagam, Harvan and on 
these tiles different motifs are raised. The motifs included floral 
designs, human and animal figures. On one the tile taken from 
Harwan, a panel of musicians are seen playing some sort of 
musical insruments. The other tile of the same group depicts 
hunting scene. A Greek influenced lady is shows dancing on 


other tile. 
These tiles are dated in between 2nd century AD to 
Ath century AD and they have carried Greek and Kushana 
influences. Moving forward one can see fantastic relics of our 
islamic cultural heritage. These are the glazed tiles taken from 
the mosque of Madeen Sahib (Hawal). These tiles carrying 
Persian influence depict. in green and yellow colours the 
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beautiful floral designs. “To quote a scholar such a tile work 
does not exist any where except here”. These tiles are dated to 
15th century AD and are believed-to have been incorporated, 
in Kashmir architecture during the times of Sultan Zain-ul- 
Abidine. This art is also said had travelled from Persia to 
Kashmir. 

An original photograph of the Jamia Masjid, Srinagar is 
also on exhibition in this gallery. It is believed to be the earliest 
photograph of this largest mosque. It has carried the Mosque 
in his earlier form-when the mosque was roofed in brick bark. 
The other artifacts included Greek influenced terra-cotta heads, 
from Uhkar (Baramulla) and some iron and stone artifacts from 
Awantipora and miniatur Buda figures of Ladakh. 

Painting gallery 

' Afteryou have seen the objects of Kashmir archaeology 
you are now in painting gallery. It is a well-decorated hall, 
ornamented with fine types of wallpaper machie designs. In 
this gallery are displayed different groups of classical paintings. 
On the right are seen a group of phari miniatures. Produced 
by Phari artists of early 19th century. Its first series depict an 
Indian deity called Durga with his followers fighting with the 
demon's king Asura. Battle scenes painted are very fantastic. 
Even blood shed gives a neat and clear appearance, in the first 
exhibited landscape king Asura is shown getting ready for the 
battle with Durga, the next one shows him in advancing pose 
and so on. In the last painting of this group Durga (eighteen 
armed) is shown winning battle after defeating king Asura and 
his brothers. One another group of Phari paintings on display 
reveals the story of Krishna and Sudama. Where Sudama is 
represented a poor friend of Krishna, leaving in a small hut. He 
is shown going to Krishna for asking him some help. Krishna 
is shown welcoming his friend Sudama in his palace. Later on 
when. Sudama is back to in his home he is puzzled on seeing 
his home to have given way to an well-ornamented place. The 
whole story is depicted on several miniatures of Phari group of 
paintings. On display in this gallery are also several paintings 
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of Basoli, Kangare and Rajastani schools. These paintings 
also carry the Hindu mythological scenes, love scenes and 
portraits. A group of paintings from Jammu school depict the 
patriots of Dogra Rajas. Their miniatures are all proto-mughals 
types. 

A few classical Kashmiri banners are also on exhibition 
in this gallery. These banners have carried the portraits of 
Hindu and Buddhist deities. Miniatures of Muslim Kashmir are 
absent in this gallery except one painting. This painting depicts 
the mosque of Shah Hamdan (RA). When asked about the 
absence of Kashmiri Qalam, the curator, Mir Jamshed Ahmad 
said that there are very few paintings of Muslim period that we 
have kept in our reserved collection. As this art was not fully 
encouraged by all Muslim rulers in view of certain Islamic law 
bindings still Zain-ul-Abidine (Budshah) and several Mughal 
princes paid a good attention towards this art and encouraged 
their court painters who produced magnificent paintings known 
as Kashmiri Qalam. Muslim rulers instead of painting promoted 
calligraphy art in Kashmir. 

We are not here concerned with their mythologies 
but what these miniature depict and how neat and clear they 
are painted is worth seeing. These classical artists inspite of 
their limited resources have done an extra-ordinary job. These 
paintings show the development of painting art. They also 
speak of the talent of our classical artists. How they used such 
bright and durable colours? How they have drawn various 
scenes so neat and clear. It is really out of ones imagination 
you cannot believe unless you yourself visit the gallery. These 
are and should be priceless objects of our glorious past. 


Art Galle 
At gallery of the Museum exhibits the artifacts of 


Kashmiri Muslim arts, when art came into the hands of Muslim 
artists, they produced such objects, which bear a strong 
Muslim influence. Such arts also got introduced during Muslim 
periods only. During Hindu periods sculpture and painting art 
was a dominant art in Kashmir but when In late 14th century, 
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Hindu rule collapsed and Shahmeri Sultans came to rule this 
paradise, they introduced new arts and crafts. Zain-ul-Abidin 
‘Budshah’, the patron of Muslim arts introduced Papier Machi, 
metal art, woodcarving, shawl bafi etc. These arts he brought 
from Central Asia, the introduction of such arts was also to 
help the people of Kashmir to earn their livelihood. Zain-ul- 
Abidin ‘Budshah’ invited master artists from various schools 
of Central Asia and provided them with Jagirs, to settle in 
Kashmir. Several Kashmiris were also deputed to various 
schools of Central Asia to learn calligraphy, papier machi, 
wood carving and other crafts. The sculpture art prohibited in 
Islamic teachings was discouraged, it gradually went behind 
the black screen. Muslim rulers paid their attention towards 
the upliftment of Muslim arts, they encouraged paper machine, 
woodcarving and local Muslim arts of this land. 

The objects on display in the art gallery of the Pratab 
Singh Museum are mostly of 18th and 19th Century. The 
artifacts of Papier Machie exhibited in art cabines, include 
papier machie flower vassess, bed posts, book covers, pen 
boxes, bowls etc. these objects originally are made of paper, 
wood and bronze and then are painted in classic designs 
of papier machie. The designs over them speak of Persian, 
Chinese and Kashmiri influence. The drawing are in floral 
designs while as living forms are absent on them. The designs 
are drawn so neat and clear, as it looks the fresh works of the 
artists. 

The wonderful metal works on display in gallery include, 
copper and brass Aftaba, Samawar and water jugs. They are 
both simple and Qanda Kari. Big size copper Aftaba of Mughal 
period invites the attention of all almost all visitors who visit 
this gallery. It bears Persian inscription and is carved in Qanda 
Kari design. It is dated to 17th Century and had served the 
Dastar Khan’s of noble families. The wood carving artifacts 
are displayed in several cabines. These are wooden panels of 
walnut wood of early 20th and late 19th century. Magnificent 
Chinese, Persian and Kashmiri designs are raised on these 
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panels. The carvings are in Chinar, dragon and several other 
floral designs. A group of stools speak of an extra-ordinary 
crafts manships, on these stools the designs are raised so 
neat and clear that one gets really astonished. These artifacts 
are precious objects of our glorious past. In the gallery are also 
exhibited art collections of Skardu and Tibet regions. One of 
such cabin houses the objects of serpentine stone. They are 
poison proof objects manufactured of serpentine. They were 
used by Kashmiri royal families for their households. 

Besides this, the gallery has also given a well place 
to Kashmiri and Irani musical instruments, ornaments, straw 
objects and above all the two pillars of the lattice work. These 
pillars are formed of small pieces of wood. Such pillars outside 
this art gallery are also seen in several Muslim mosques and 
shrines. 


Establishing of Art Gallery 

Symbolizing a Qalam, Kashmiri miniatures since 
long have remained a neglected subject. Lack of proper 
documentation and preservation had made it is confused lot of 
Kashmiri paintings which physically got disappeared in various 
social and political turmoils during late medieval periods 
hundreds got exported to European countries. Whatever is left 
here is still un-catalogued. 

Almost all the reputed schools of northern-India are 
property studied. 

Numerous illustrated painting books and catalogues 
of this institution are available to us. Even their miniatures are 
well preserved in various art galleries of the country. Paintings 
of the mughal and late Mughal, period and those of Kangra, 
Pahari, Jaipuri and Rajasthani are exhibited in various foreign 
art galleries. 

‘ On visiting the miniature painting gallery of SPS 
museum, Lal Mandi, Srinagar, one can find quiet a good 
number of Pahari, Kangra and Rajasthani paintings on display. 
The Dogra Art Museum Jammu also houses a large number 
of Pahari and Kangra miniatures. The Museums of Jammu 


254 DISCOVERIES OF KASHMIR 


& Kashmir State have ignored their own schools. There 
are only few Kashmiri banners and a painting of Khankahi 
Moula exhibited in SPS museum. No doubt, a few portraits 
of Maharajas of Jammu and other princely states produced 
by the Jammu school have been provided a space but the 
local Kashmiri school has been totally ignored. No detailed 
literatures are available on Kashmir paintings. We have got 
stray references of this school is various painting literatures 
which speaks of a distinct pen, paper and ink used by Kashmiri 
artists. Their themes especially of the later period bear a strong 
Mughal influence but the living traditions of Kashmir dress and 
other factors reflect purely an indigenous culture of Kashmir. 

There is great need to study the school properly. The 
disintegrated Qalam requires proper collection and exhibition. 
The institutions possessing Kashmiri paintings should prepare 
their catalogues and make this literature available to the 
talented people particularly to the budding artists. 

The recent efforts of Parvaiz Diwan, Commissioner 
Secretary, Tourism should be an eye opener to our scholars 
and bureaucrats. He has been visiting the various institutions 
and collecting data of this neglected school. He has also 
documented a good number of Kashmiri miniatures and 
is going to put the same in his book on Kashmiri paintings. 
Whatever little effort our local scholars have made on the 
subject, it should not be ignored. 

To conclude, this heritage requires a systematic 
documentation and preservation. Setting up of a separate art 
gallery of oriental and contemporary landscapes can ensure 
its identity. The local youth doing some work on the subject 
or otherwise attached to this art need encouragement. The 
marketing of their Qalam should be ensured and they should 
also be given training for improving their skills so that the 
glorious past of the Kashmiri painting school is restored. 


Two ancient historical documents in Srinagar museum 
- The Sri Partab Singh Museum at Srinagar houses a 
valuable collection of Persian manuscripts, in its manuscript 
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section. They include one to three hundred years old hand 
written books on various subjects viz. religion, philosophy 
astronomy and astronomy and literature. The manuscripts 
are written on domestic paper with black ink and in several 
calligraphy styles. They are preserved well and are displayed 
in the manuscript showcases of the section. In the section are 
also preserved two ancient documents kept in frames. The 
documents belonging to Moghal Period are classified in the 
classification register of the section under accessions No's 
1963 and 2725 respectively. 

The document bearing its accession No 1963 is 
recorded was purchased by the government from a local 
dealer. The document dated 984 AH is written on a brack 
leaf in bilingual scripts, Persian and sharda. The right hand 
side carries writings in sharda while the left side Persian. The 
document measures 1'x2' and writings that are in black ink are 
very crude. It is written on one side. The document bears a few 
seals and signatures, both in sharda as well as in Persian. The 
document relates to the transformation of right of property of 
the Khanqah of Sheikh Humza Mukhdoom (RA) to his brother 
Mulla Ali Raina (RH). 

The document, which was signed by the royal men 
and the educationists carries the stamps and signatures of the 
Ulma’s of the day. Those include. 


1. Khawaja Ishari Vakil 
2. Khawaja Hussan 

3. Khawaja Hassan Kari 
4. Mulla Hussian. 


The legend goes that the property of the Khanqa 
estimated by the royal men during times in cash and in kind 
as ten thousand “siyah pole” was given in the hands of Mulla 
Ali Raina (RA) the brother of the renowned saint of Kashmir 
Sheikh Humza Makhdoom (RA). An agreement was-signed 
in this behalf whereunder the property rights of the existing 


Kanqah at Srinagar were transferred. 
The document under discussion confirms that 
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transformation deed. 

The other document entered in the accession register 
under accession no, 2725 has also reached to the museum 
through purchasing. It measures 2’x 3’ and is written on 
domestic paper which itself is pasted on a piece of white cloth. 
The document written on both sides in Persian characters and 
dated 1055 AH provides us the physical evidence of ‘Shah 
Jahan’ care and affection towards his countrymen during their 
hard times. This document is a ‘Shahi Farman’ of Shah Jahan 
whereunder he helped a widow by providing 100 Kharwars of 
rice to her. The legend adds, that Kashmiri women named as 
Banokug had a hard time to feed herself and her children. She 
went to the Darbar of Shah Jahan when the later was on his 
visit to Kashmir. Shah Jahan heard her plightness and issued 
a Shahi Farman where under the Moghal king directed the 
Kashmir administrators to provide the widow 100. Kharwar's 
of rice. The Farman now preserved in the museum is an 
important historical document of this kind. The Farman written 
in black ink carries on top ‘Allah-o-Akbar’ in red ink. Below it 
are seen two square stamps of Shah Jahan with its higher tiles 
like, Shah-e-Gazi Shiab Qiran. This is followed by the subject 
matter of document written neat and clear. The back carries 
the various signatures of Moghal administrators followed by 
circular stamp of Shah Jahan. The two documents that carry 
a valuable historical information are perceived well in the 


manuscript section of the museum and displayed in frames for 
the visitors who visit the museum. 
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LITERATURE 


Let us learn Kashmiri 

Kashmiri the centuries old language of the majority 
since for long has been struggling for its re-introduction in 
schools. Finally authorities exceeding to its demand had 
issued orders for its introduction in primary level education 
system. It is learnt that education authorities are making full 
arrangements in schools to enable its staff to start its classes 
from the coming session. G A Pir, who has nice educational 
background and love for Kashmirian cultural heritage is 
also learnt, is personally monitoring the arrangements. Few 
people believe that it was mainly for implementations of the 
government decision that Pir Sahib was assigned with the 
responsibility of education directorate. Whatever is the fact, 
but one thing is very much clear that Kashmiri language has 
entered into a new chapter. The introduction of the language, 
as expected, shall also open up doors for adjustment of those 
graduates and under-graduates who have studied it in their 
intermediate and graduate classes. These candidates have 
also being waiting since very long. 

It is also hoped that similar decision shall follow 
regarding teaching of Kashmiri literature and_ philosophy. 
Most of Kashmirian poets, critics and philosophers have 
been remained unread. The language has been preserving 
the teachings of Sofies and Risheis, which are yet to reach 
to a common man. There is also need to implement Kashmir 
history as separate subject into the schools because most of 
the people are ignorant of their long interesting chronologies. 
Things of litterateur can be made properly understandable to 
the students only when they know history of their land. History 
enables one to understand the land and its people in better 
perspective. History and language are the basic identifies of a 


nation. 
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Those nations are listed as civilized nations, which 
care for their history and language. Arabs, Iranians, Egyptians, 
Greeks, Romans, Chinese, Japanese and few other advanced 
countries have always taken due are of their identifies. 

Grecian and Romans, which once controlled most 
of the ancient world, carried their home language to far-flung 
areas. The ancient culture materials revealed from Grecian 
controlled areas carried Grecian linguistic evidences. Almost 
all coins and epigraphs of that period found in sub-continent 
areas are inscribed in Greek scripts. The language is said to 
have been he language of the ruling class, where the language 
of the subjects was prakit, which was written in Khroshti. This 
language was also placed side by side to the official language 
to regard the sentiments of their subjects. 

The tradition continued in Persians and Arabs wherever 
they went to rule the land. They with them carried their language 
and cultural. Their histories are well documented even in 
our lands too. But we are who have not only neglected our 
glorious history but our languages too. People their selves are 
responsible for taking up new traditions view the experts. They 
think that by adopting new traditions and good bying old ones 
they are not making any progress. Most of the people think 
in these terms they hate their local traditions and follow new 
ones. By doing so they count their-selves among extraordinary 
people. Kashmiris are being treated very week in safe guarding 
their identity. They are believed to be big imitators. There are 
people who are anxious not only to speak English but look 
like English guys. Teacher’s community is more curious about 
English and Urdu language. They often speak it, not within the 
school premises but even at common public places. 

They are also so many parents, which have ignored 
the local dialect. They either speak in urdu or english. On 
the other hand the language has lost several local terms and 
provided space for new non-Kashmirian dialects. Mo'j from 
Mummy had now reached to Mam, Mo'l from Dady to Dad and 
Abuji. They other terms are Cheche Aunty Ag, Bj, Ani etc. for 
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Peechin, Ded has become Grand Ma while Bedbab. Grand 
Dad, Sula Kak, Gula Kak like terms have become outdated 
ones. This new terminology first got introduced in urban areas 
in upper middle class families and gradually reached to other 
families. The rural population also is welcoming it. 

If olden traditions and terminology of the language is 
anywhere preserved that are in those poor houses and simple 
families who despite of well-education backgrounds did not 
loose it to their new environments. 

Now as the government has introduced Kashmiri in 
lower classes let us to cooperate and encourage our forth- 
coming generations to learn the language and its script 
properly. So that in later classes they can read the philosophy 
and literatures preserved in this language and available in 
bulk. 


Little known languages 

Although the linguistic history of the land is very old but 
very little is known of its ancient languages. Prakrit, Sanskrit, 
Persian and Kashmiri are stated as its major olden languages 
while as Kharoshiti Brahmi, Sharda and Arabic were the main 
scripts used in writing of these languages. 

It was in latter decades of 19th century that several 
European missionaries undertook the major linguistic surveys 
of the land. J Wilson, GA Grierson, Richard Temple, Dr. Leitner 
and Karl Fredrek linguistic experts studied not only Kashmiri 
but several other, classical regional languages of the land. 

It is said that initially knowledge of Greek scripts 
helped scholars to decipher the ancient script and language 
of the land. The ancient cultural material which party consisted 
of ancient inscribed coins carried legends in Greek as well as 
in Kharoshti. The scholars who knew classical Greek scripts 
could decipher the Kharoshti letters. The Greek tiles on such 
coins carried names of the coin issuers with respective tiles. 
Fore example the title in Greek was Basilous, Basilioen the 
same has been transcript in local Kharoshti characters as Sere 
Dirajasa Maharaja on the other side of the coin. The similar 
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studies of several bilingual inscriptions and manuscripts 
promoted scholars to identify Prakrit and Kharoshti. One of 
the characteristic features of Kharoshti script was that it was 
written from right to left like Persian while all other ancient 
scripts of the land were written from left to right. 

Kharoshti letters were identified on hundreds of 
ancient coins found in Kashmir. The terra-cotta tiles recovered 
way back from several archaeological sites of the land also 
depicted Kharoshti numerals. These tiles by their makers 
were numbered in Kharoshti numerals. The discovery of 
these numerals also suggested the popularity of the script in 
ancient Kashmir. The Prakrit was also written in Gupta Brahmi 
character. Sanskrit and Sherda served as the language and 
the script of the land till medieval ages. Most of the cultural 
materials including manuscripts, dated to early material 
ages have been written in Sharda. It is similar to Devnagari 
and written from left to right. The coins of medieval and early 
medieval ages are also inscribed in Gupta Brahmi and Sharda 
characters. 

The Arabic and Persian languages entered into land 
in 15th Century AD the local Sultans and Mughal nobles 
promoted it Persian was made the official language, of the 
land. It continued to serve as the official language for several 
centuries. Manuscripts, documents and inscribed coins of 
Dogra period are mostly available in Persian, which speaks of 
its popularity. Kashmiri, the language of the common man is 
said very much influenced by Sanskrit and Persian language. 
There is no literary documentary evidence of its earlier stages, 
which suggests that the languages had no access to literary and 
royal institutions. The earlier literary evidences traced of these 
languages consisted of the works of Lalla Arifa and Sheikh 
Noor-ud-Din the two patron saints of the-land that lived with in 
common masses. Although Sanskrit and Persian served as the . 
language of the ruling clas$ but Kashmiri has been the major 
language of their subjects. Besides, these major languages 
there are other several regional languages spoken in Kashmir 


261 
LITERATURE 


but very little is known about these languages. 

} One of such neglected dialect is of Gurezi spoken 
in the small valley of Gurez. The only work which gives any 
account of the dialect of Gurez is of Dr. Leitners language and 
races of Dardistan (Lahore) published in 1877 which contained 
few dialogues in Gurezi. These were reprinted in Hunza and 
Nagre hand book Calcutta published in 1889, Richard Temple 
also has given a good account of the grammar of the language. 
In an article published in the Indian antiquary Richard Temples 
writes. 

The valley known in English as Gurezi and in Persian 
as Gurez is called by its inhabitants Gorai. It is about five 
miles long by half a mile broad, and contains some six villages 
with a total population of about 2000 souls. The people call 
themselves Dards, the principal inhabitants being Loan by 
tribe. While writing about their language, he says, “their 
language is a dialect of Shina and is closely connected with 
those spoken in Chillas, Kane and Drass. The dialect is quiet 
different from Kashmiri. It is very much simple than Kashmiri, 
having far fewer inflections and is even simpler than Punjabi 
or Urdu, which it resembles in structure and syntax, though 
the vocabulary and inflections are almost entirely different. The 
other little known languages spoken are Drass, Kargil Chilas, 
Kane, Hunza and Gilgat. 

Dailal-ul-Khairat 

There are number of Arabic and Persian manuscripts 
preserved in various official and private collections. Some are 
published while most of these manuscripts are still unpublished. 
These are on various subjects viz. literature history, philosophy 
and religion. The collections represent the magic of the 
traditional Kashmir pen and ink. 

| myself recently came across one of a handsome 
manuscript in the collections of Muhammad Maqbool Shah 
of Parigam, Kulgam. Captioned Dailal-ul-Khairat a collection 
of Muslim Wazaifs. It has 262 pages and each page caries 
fifteen lines. It is written in Arabic and explanation !s given in 
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Persian. The book advances with Hamd-u-Sana. The first two 
pages have painted border in colours and gold with delightful 
designs in which flowereing plant motifs form the basis. These 
two pages have seven lines on each written in gold mounted 
hashiya. The manuscriptis formed of local paper and calligraphy 
is done in black ink, which is waterproof ink. The other pages 
had no coloured hashiya but its borders have given way to 
a gold mounted line in between which writings are placed in 
fifteen equal lines. There are few other leaves party decorated 
with floral designs in gold and in various different colours. 

The manuscripts on few middle pages, represent nice 
drawings and sketches of Ka’aba Sharief, Masjid Nabvi and 
Roza Athar Hazrat Muhammad Mustafa (SAW). 

These are also drawn in gold and different colours. 
The other holy sites shown in drawings included the holy 
gates of Ka’aba Sharief, like Babi Jabrael, Babi Izraheel, Babi 
Israfeel, Babi Meekael. The sketches of Sandli Ibrahim (AS). 
Nalani Mubarak Hazrati Muhammad (SAW and Baghi Hazrat 
Fatima (RA) are also given in the manuscript. The concluding 
pages had given space to Darud-wa-Salaam few verses are 
being quoted as follows: 

‘Asalam Al Sahibi Khalika Jamil 
Asalam Ai Bekasan Ra Dastgir 
Asalam Ai Sarwari Aali Jenab 
Asalam Ai Shafia yamul Hisab’. 

The manuscript is one hundred and fifty three years 
old the date is given in figure in Hijri era as Shawal 10, 1267 
AH. The concluding lines also carried the name of the Katib 
in very plight manner, which reads Faqir-ul-Hagerr Sarapa 
Takhseer Muhammad Munawar Nagasbhandi. 

Kashmiri Muslims from very beginning had a rich 
tradition of reading of various wazaifs some were being 
permitted to a particular “nuried’ by his Murshed while a few 
had got common permission these included Awradi Fatah and 
Awardi Qadari. These wazaifs are being read almost in every 
Mosque of Kashmir after Fajr prayers. 
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Dailal-ul-Khairat is also selected collection of various 
Wazaifs and Darud-wa-Salaam and is practiced by selected 
people mostly by pirs and sofis. It has seven lessons and is 
usually completed in a week's time. It is spiritually regarded 
as one of the most beneficial collection of wazaifs one can 
resume its revision from Monday ad conclude it on Saturday. 

As printing was yet to reach to this country the job of 
calligraphers was to made handsome copies of these wazaifs 
available to the people. These copies from cities and towns then 
reached across the valley. All copies could not be preserved, 
a very little collection of its manuscripts reached to us. These 
have become very rare. Few years back the state Museums 
Srinagar, also purchased a very fine manuscripts of Dailal-ul- 
Khairat that was purchased for rupees twenty-five thousands. It 
had number of gold mounted leaves and handsome writings. 

Although few of the manuscripts had reached to 
the proper places but still there are few across the valley, 
especially in rural areas, which require proper attention. The 
manuscript mentioned above is not the only example, there 
are other few handsome manuscripts and old printed books on 
various subjects in far-flung areas unpreserved and unlisted. 
The holders of these rare books and manuscripts either had 
no knowledge of this material or take the things easy. With the 
result the state is loosing precious treasures of knowledge and 
information. : 

The institution dealing with collection or preservation of 
manuscripts and rare old books needs to made a detail survey 
of this material across the state. A mass compaign is to be 
launched to make people conscious of their heritage materials, 
so that this material is properly collected, and preserved on 
modern scientific basis. 

are our writers? 
ia be have always been a neglected lot just as they 
are in contemporary ages. Since a writer writes what he feels 
and would not like to get dictation from any quarter. Agenuine 
writer has no agenda to follow. He has his own observations. 
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The writers are not provided any assistance’s in their 
researches infact have to attend the seminars and other trips 
at their own. They are not even aided in publications and later 
have to beg before various departments for purchase of their 
books. 

Listen to the plight of Shahur-e-Kashmir Peerzada 

Ghulam Ahmad Mehjoor, when he was invited to a literary 
seminar outside his land he could not attend it because he 
had no money to offer the trip. It is surprising but a reality that 
poverty has become the fate of the Indian writers and you 
would also not deny it, in this context Munshi Prim Chand's life 
is a lesson to learn. 
, May be a poet, historian or any other author poverty 
is engraved on his face. Mehjoor, Azad, Rasool Mir, Mehmood 
Gami, historian Hassan Shah, Azam Dedmari, Fauq, Bamzai 
all are witness to this reality poverity did not come into their way 
despite all odds they went on enriching lands history, culture 
and literature. They reflected what they observed with out any 
fear. 


Mehjoor who had sung in the praise of freedom of 
1947 as: 

‘Ghateh Chazi Gash Aaw 
Gah Trow Lalen 
Sangar Malin Poy Pragash’ 

Soon he has to review his expericences when he saw 
post independnece days. He could not bear the miseries of his 
people who have been singing Mehjoor even in rice fields. He 
then wrote: 

‘Lukan Matam Garan Ander 
Behet Mahraz Hai Hakim 
Yemu Ratmich Che Panes 

Seeth Khalweth Shaye Azadi 
Gamith Dam Fath Che 
Sari Bei Karari Chakh Dilin Andar 
Dapan Wanhu Panun Ahwal 
Asma Laye Azadi.’ 
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Mehjoor then never sang in praise of politicians. He 
could understand other poets as well-and encouraged them. 
He has got great literary expectations from Azad. Unfortunately 
Azad could not bear the tragedy of his son, neither he did 
make happy to his employers and died at a younger age of 45, 
Mehjoor said: 

*‘Kashrin Hund Alima Adbukh 
Bagh Az Burbad Gow' 

The contemporary poets and historians carried the 
task forward and made the country rich in literary heritage. The 
land produced a good literary community. 

Their works are very much available. Despite all odds 
they are creating their works. They are the best judges of the 
events and did not live on the bread of rulers. They had love 
with this land and taste in profession. To them professional 
taste means proper utilization of their expertise and creations. 
They did not measure their taste in terms of monetary gains. 
Had they done that they would have gained everything but 
their works would have lost their credibility, which is necessary 
for a successful writer. 


Sob story of social science subjects 

The introduction of Kashmiri subject at primary level if 
taken up shall be a welcome set-up in promoting this centuries 
old neglected language of Kashmiri people. However, the mere 
introduction of the subject alone cannot promote the language, 
opine few experts. They claim that previously also the subject 
was introduced in the schools, and is taught at Kashmir 
University and in various colleges. The previous experiment 
could not gain the basic objective and where In University and 
colleges it is taught, it has not been recovering from its grim 
condition. The roll of students of this stream did not show any 
positive sign. Educationists believe that hardly any percentage 
of college level students are motivated to get enrolled in this 
stream, with the result, teachers of this discipline have been 
shifting to other streams of education, it is not only for prea 
subject since eighties things have changed so fastly that few 
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Social Science subjects as well as the other Indian and Iranian 
language taught in colleges do show a poor response of the 
students. The Persian & Sanskrit have already disappeared 
from schools while as Urdu and Hindi too is breathing their 
last. Kashmir history which never was adopted in schools as 
separate subject shall have no grievance but the fate of all 
other social subjects do hang in balance. 

Perhaps, the fate for learning, Medical Education, 
Engineering and Computer Science has affected the various 
glorious streams of Social Science and linguistics believes 
the educationists. These streams have been offering better 
opportunities for employment with the result, have been 
motivating students to “get enrolled in these streams”. Unless 
Social Science subjects and languages are made employment 
generated the streams shall go on collapsing. Educationists 
stress that the more fields of employment opportunities in 
Social Sciences streams require to be identified. 

Where in engineering and medical education have 
got a separate identity and can not absorb arts graduates or 
post-graduates. Similar shall be the case with Social Science 
subjects. These shall be given a separate identity, which would 
in no case provide any opportunity for science or engineering 
graduates. ~ 

Regarding the promotion of Kashmiri language. 
experts believe that unless efforts are not made ‘to introduce 
few Science and Social Science subjects in this language 
justice cannot be done with Kashmiri. Like other boards and 
universities of the country, where not only different subjects 
have been, introduced into their regional languages but even 
taught and examined in those languages, similar education 
setup needs to be adopted into the state too. AKashmiri student 
requires being fully aware about English language. As the 
entire mechanism of his education is based-on this language. 
Learning of English in Kashmir means learning of education 
because he is supposed to study, understand and reply in this 
language. His maximum time goes in learning of this language. 
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unless, this education trend is not changed, Kashmiri language 
isn't given its due identity we can do justice with our mother 
tongue says the lovers of Kashmir. The Kashmiri poets and 
writers needs to be honoured and encouraged as they have 
been making commendable efforts to promote and cultivate 
this language at their own. Perhaps this is the only Dardi 
language, which has got a rich treasure of literature works. 


Readers, Writers and the Society 

Honestly speaking | am not a writer but | have certainly 
achieved some qualifications in fields of archaeology and 
numismatics. | have done my P G Diploma in numismatics 
and archaeology and work as Guide in SPS Museum at Lal 
Mandi. In this context | attempted few papers viz. Sculptures of 
Kashmir, Greek coins found in Kashmir, Kushan Coins, Coins 
of Hindu Rajas and Sultanate Period Coins, these are still lying 
unpublished. Only one of these draft books is being published 
by a Geneva based publisher. 

Fida Muhammad Hasnian, the historian and author 
of international repute have been sincere enough to me for 
writing introductory notes for few of my papers. Besides these 
unpublished papers | recently got published a booklet which 
carries about 35 illustrations of Kashmir master piece artifacts 
preserved in SPS Museum at Lal Mandi. It is titled as ‘Guide 
to Archaeological Monuments’ | compiled these two booklet for 
my foreign visitors. ; 

These are few works, which | have been engaged in 
since 1999. Besides | have been writing regularly to “Greater 
Kashmir’ paper since 4993 on heritage maters under the 
columns ‘Glorious Past’ and ‘Heritage Point’. | also contributed 
some stories regarding heritage on its front page and to its 
Sunday Supplement. | shall always be thankful to the chief 
editor of this reputed paper for providing a column for my 
subject. | am also thankful to the readers who often ignored 


my mistakes. 
To repea’ | 
company of writes. | got i 


t, | am not a writer but | love to be in the 
nspirations from the writings of Fida 
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Muhammad Hasnian. | shall always remain grateful to him for 
providing sincere guidance in compilation of my works. 

Most of the writers | feel have a common grievance 
that they are not being read by their own people. The people 
of this land have not developed a taste of purchasing their 
works, which take years to compile. It is only few government 
institutions who have got their own libraries. They buy some 
copies of local authors. The response of local readers as well 
is very poor. 

| observed this in the recent book exhibition held 
at S P College, Srinagar. There were beautiful bookstalls 
carrying numerous works on different topics. There were seen 
masterpiece works of reputed authors of this land in few stalls 
laid by their publishers. The libraries department has also 
arranged a small cabin for local authors who had published 
their works at their own, but this stall carried only few books of 
eight or nine authors. 

The readers response was very poor. No such rush of 
readers was seen at the venue. Although this was a healthy 
attempt by the libraries department and publishers to motivate 
readers which every one appreciated. The people of literary 
taste hoped that the department and publishers shall be 
holding such festivals in future as well but the response of the 
readers to the venue was not up to the expectations. 

The land has a very rich olden writing and reading 
traditions. Those were the times when education had not spread 
yet to villages but to the Pandith and Peerzada dynasties. In 
far-flung villages rich libraries were established carrying mostly 
hand written books. Then a stage came when publications of 
Lahore and Delhi publishers reached to these libraries. By the 
times few publication houses were opened in Srinagar city and 
where ever any local festival was held, a book stall was also 
seen there selling books like hot cakes. 

It was the age when poverty had become the fate of 
almost every Kashmiri and even learned families had hardly 
anything to eat for days together but they could not resist their 
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temptation for books. 

The land possessing glorious readership traditions to 
a large extent has lost that taste which has really disappointed 
average writer of this land. Will ever the people of its land 
redevelop the reading taste? This question has been striking 
the minds of most of the people. There are few reputed and 
experienced writers who are very optimistic about the revival of 
wider readership but they suggest that writers too should keep 
in mind the linguistics and subject taste of the new generations 
and offer them works in their popular language. Besides, 
setting up of house library tradition needs to be re-introduced. 
People while decorating their houses have developed a taste 
in fine types of floorings, furniture and electronic goods. If 
these people are persuaded towards setting up of reading and 
library rooms with in their houses, a time shall reach when it 
will become a tradition. 

Once it becomes a tradition, the reading habits will 
develop and this will help us build an well-educated society. Do 
we have not the experience of local journalism. Few years back 
we had only few papers that too with a very small readership 
but since nineties we saw a big revolution in the field. Today 
we have number of papers published only from Srinagar with 
a wide range of readership. So the local authors need not get 
depressed but go on cultivating healthy and research oriented 


literatures. 
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CHAPTER 13 
LEGENDS 


The two lovers of the land 

Among the lovers of this land, mention may be made 
of the two historical legends, Mughal emperor Jahangir and his 
beloved wife Queen Noorjahan. Both of them had a great love 
for the land. They often used to visit the valley while crossing 
the difficult hilly tracks encircling the valley. As per calculations 
the couple had arrived here every year during the period of their 
rule and spent months together. In 1620 AD the king and queen 
is said to have remained in the valley continuously for about 
seven months. It was during this period, the Mughal emperor 
could study the natural and cultural heritage of Kashmir and. 
penned down his observations in his monumental work Tuzki 
Jahangiri. It gives us a nice picture of the scenic and cultural 
beauties of this land in a systematic order. 

A detailed description and high praise of various sites 
is also given in the book. Syed Rasool Pampur in his write 
up, “Jahangir and Kashmir” has attempted well in dealing with 
various chapters of the Tuzki Jahangiri. He says that Jahangir’s 
first stay of seven months in valley had been very precious 
for the king during which he collected the materials for his 
monumental work. One can find mention of glorious spring’s, 
tourist resorts, waterfalls, and flora and fauna vis-a-vis their 
praises in Jahangir’s work. Besides, contributing a lot to the 
lands histriography, Jahangir also founded dozens of gardens 
and other architectural monuments in Kashmir. 

The pair is said to have a great love for the land. 
They had not only desired to spent the lost days of their life 
in the valley, but also even wished the soil of Kashmir even 
after. Perhaps their visit of year 1627 AD had this purpose. 
It was in March 1927, that the pair took the visit of Kashmir. 
They were accompanied by their faithful nobles Asaif Khan 
and Sahaharyar. Jahangir who had already felt some health 
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some had not been feeling well, which finally proved his 
ast visit of the valley. As the history states that after enjoying 
the beauty of Achabal and Verinag springs, emperor’s health 
deteriorated and the noble carvan decided to return to Lahore. 
After crossing over the Panjal when the carvan reached 
Thanamandi (Rajouri) Jahangir's condition took a serious turn. 
It is said that the carvan had hardly reached to Chingus, Noor 
Jahan lost his husband. It was 29th of October 1627. 

Noor Jahan who is said to have ruled Mughal Empire 
for few months was a courageous queen. She did not lose her 
heart and was too brave and bold to face the tragedy. It is said 
that the death of emperor was kept a top secret by the Noor 
Jahan and carvan was not told about it, the body of the slain 
king was lifted so secretly that the royal carvan came to know 
it only when they reached Lahore. 

Noor Jahan, got done post-mortem of the emperors 
body in the courtyard of the Chingus Saria, and buried the 
intestines of the slain king in the corner of the Sarai. The body 
was carried to Lahore where it was put to rest at Shahdara. 
The Queen built a glorious tomb over the grave of his husband. 
The tomb of Jahangir at Shadarah is a protected monument 
of the government of Pakistan while the Sarai of Chingus is a 
protected site of the government of Jammu and Kashmir. 

‘Az Shahjahangir Dami 
Nazah Chu Justend 
Ba Khahish-e-Ded Guft Ki 
Kashmir Degar Hach.’ ; 
The husband and wife had so much of love for Kashmir, 


that they used to spent most of their time on the banks of Verinag 


and Achabal springs. The Queen had laid also gardens and 
pavilions at ction sites and founded arcades around 
the springs. Noor Jahan even is said to have wished to die vt 
the banks of Verinag sites of South KashmIr. The two sites sti 
have preserved the ruins of Mughal monuments. 


F tten lessons of the Past 
vii People have been celebrating the Urs days of Sofi 
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saints and mystics. Recently they observed the day of Sultan- 
ul-Arifeen (the king of mystics). Heavy rush of devotees was 
seen attending the Kohimaran and Tujar Sharief and paying 
tributes to their beloved saint. 

People attending the shrines on such special occasions 
believe they have attained the pleasure of saint. Most of the 
people have forgotten their lessons. The teachings and spiritual 
deeds of these saints are not promoted anywhere. There are 
no arrangements for formal teaching of their works. It is rarely 
on their special days Ulma's are seen throwing some lights on 
the works of these Sofi Missionaries. 

In olden times Kashmiri Molvies in Friday sermons used 
to quote them and explain their deeds and events. The various 
Wazafis of these sofis were being recited in every Khankahi 
of the land. Awradi-fatihnah of Shah Hamdan was very much 
popular here and was recited loudly in every Khanqah after 
morning and evening prayers. These glorious traditions of the 
land have now turned, almost out-dated, people are highly 
engaged in worldly affairs and have got hardly any time to 
even attend any Ziarat and pay tribute to the saint. 

The recitations of morning and evening Wazafis have 
been forgotten. People have been kept unaware of the works 
and deeds of these Muslim mystics. With the result the noble 
souls of the land have turned strangers in their own land. 

This glorious land which also has been referred as 
Bagh-e-Sulaiman from very beginning served as centre of 
learning and spiritually. It attracted number of learned men from 
far off lands and promoted them in its glorious lap. Amir-i-Kabir 
Mir Syed Ali Hamdan popularly known by the name of Shah- 
e-Hamdan arrived here with hundreds of his companions in 
the period at Sultan Qiitub-ud-Din, He brought the message of 
Islam and while giving this spiritual message he gave several 
arts and ‘crafts to this land, which provided economic stability 
to its people. Of his high learnings and love of the people of the 
land he is considered the builder of Kashmir. 

He founded the Sufi message .of love and learning’s 
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learned men of the land got inspired by hi i 
and deeds. They were enfolded to ion ain A dei 
e economic aspects. They did not only live 
in caves but were involved in various industrial and agriculture 
trades and always worked honestly. Batmol & Reshimol were 
dedicated agriculturists. Most of the saints had adopted the 
profession of weavers. 

Sheikh Noor-ud-Din (RA) & Sheikh Hamzah (RA) the 
leaders of Sofi order carried the mission of Shah-e-Hamdan 
(RA) forward. 

They attained the title of Alamdar-e-Ka'shmir (flag 
holder) and Sulian-ul-Arifeen (king of mystics) respectively. 
While providing spiritual guidance, several, accomplished 
poets and royal people sacrificed their luxuries on their noble 
hands. Baha Dawood the renewed Sofi buried his pride of 
knowledge. He perished himself into dust then came the real 
Khaki, the titled rewarded to him by his Pir. 

Mela dye apni hasti ko agar kuch martaba chahai 

Ki dana khak mein milkar gulo gulzar hota hai. 

In the words of Ibni Khaldun Sufis are those who 
isolate from worldly affairs and devoted themselves to piety 
and worship’ they struggle for purification of soul and heart 
to attain the pleasure of God and his beloved Prophet 
Muhammad (PBUH). They struggled to be in paradise a6 
Prophet Muhammad (PBUH) says that “those who love me are 


together with me in paradise. 2 
It is because of their these dedications that people 


still remember these highly advanced souls but unfortunately 
have forgotten their works and teachings. We have even not 
got time to observe their days. Thee are such people also who 
claim to be superior to these saints (God forbid them). Many 
people have left the traditions of abstaining from eating meat 
on the holy occasions of Urs of Batmol Sahib & Reshimol. They 


deliberately eat meat on these holy days. - 
oe who goes to attend these Ziarats, they call him 
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shrine worshiper because no body other than these people 
knew that shrine or grave worship in strictly prohibited in Islam. 
They should remember, nobody worships these saints, they 
only respect and regard them and remember their works and 
deeds. These are the real, nobles who have always helped 
the people of the land even in worst ever times. Sufis have 
mostly isolated from royal darbars of kings and Sultans and 
emphasized on the spiritual aspect of religion. They were fed 
up from politicians and emperors who exploited the religion 
for sake of money and fame. Sometimes they used to advice 
those rulers. Whom they felt were promoting the Muslim values 
and order of the society. 

Sufis sacrificed all their wordly tastes, perished their 
ego and pride. They sold themselves to seek the pleasure of 
God and His beloved (PBUH) but we are the people who have 
great pride and ego of our knowledge and worship and are not 
in any way ready to surrender it. 


Less learned men 

Jalal-ud-Din Muhammad Akbar is said was only 
fourteen when he was crowned. He became the emperor of 
a vast emperor, which extended from Kabul to the frontier of 
Bengal. He was yet a boy but he ruled so well and created a 
history of his own. Sultan Sikander of this land is stated was 
not so well read man as compared to his son Badshah. But he 
too ruled efficiently. 

The olden kings patronized well-learned men in their 
courts and darbars. They proved that even little knowledgeable 
men could also rule vast empires, provided they are loyal to 
their learned council of ministers and darbaries. 

About Akbar it is said that he used to take lessons 
from Abul Fazal who was the most learned man of his times. 
Besides he has a darbar of various intellectuals representing 
all most all-important departments. Those included reputed 
administrator's governors, scientists, educationist’s painters, 
calligraphers, writers and musicians. They used to advice the 
king in their related fields. Sultan Sikander to his darbar could 
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fined only little learned man from his land. He then invited 
scholars from faraway countries of Khorasan, Transoxiana and 
Mesopotamia. So did the later Rajas and Maharajas. 

Dogra Maharajas used to invite experts from British 
India. Besides few well-learned Kashmiri Pandits most of the 
officers of Dogra period belonged to Europe. It was not so that 
they ignored their countryman but because less expertise was 
available at home those also consisted of few Pandiths. They 
did not like to hand over the administrative and institutional 
matter into the hands of less learned men. 

During Dogra period institutions were run by British 
and Indian officers. These experts used to advice the Rajas in 
the mattes of the state too. 

It promoted learned houses that promoted talent 
and encouraged learned people while giving them higher 
responsibilities. RC Kak, who was well learned, was appointed 
as the first Kashmiri Prime Minister by the then darbar. 
Lawrence, Marshall, Bleazby, Wardens Biscoe, Temple like 
dozens of Europeans serviced at higher administrative posts. 

Since 1947 learned darbars turned into Assemblies. 
It was a house where people's representatives gathered 
and made and amended decisions. Unlike darbaries, MLAs 
required no any special expertise or any qualification in any 
field. The lot mostly consisted of either of illiterates or of less 
learned men and rarely any learned man ever got inducted in 


the house. 
In the cabinet of Ghulam Muhammad Bakshi most 
of MLAs are said were illiterate. It is said that when once a 
minister was inquired of his health’s while saying how do you 
do. He replied it was due to the kindness of Bakshi Sahib. Ul 
minister thought, he was asked how he got the ministerial birt 
so he replied so. One another minister in another apeee is 
said once protested not having a refrigerator, at his ‘lig er 
when the same minister had already used it as Almerah. ec 
another minister used to call sheep husbandry cape 
Gaw Mahkam and PHE (Nalka Mahkam) and its offices 
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officer and Nalka officer. 

There are so many traditions, recorded on the tips of 
our people about dozens of such illiterate ex-ministers. These 
ministers also served advisors to respective chief ministers. 
They should also not be blamed for their doings. They know 
little so they would never like to see more learned men as 
their subordinates. In such circumstances where learned men 
have no say before less learned one’s what will happen to our 
institutions, easily can be imagined. This is what has happened 
to our glorious and prestigious institutions. 


Sultan Shahab-ud-din introduced Pargana System 

The history and revenue records of Kashmir suggest 
that the land was divided earlier in various Pargana’s. The 
system has been very old, these Parganas were earlier called 
Visyas. It is said that there existed about 30 such Visyases in 
the period when Sulateen came to rule, they re-framed these 
Visyases, and gave them the name Pargana. Each Pargana 
was being looked after by Sakardu, there exited about 30 
Pargan’s during Sulateen period the number rose to 40 in 
Mughal period, several villages were put under the Paragana. 
Although promotion of Parganas collapsed soon after the fall 
of Mughals, but the system is said to have continued for a very 
long period. The names of various Pargana’s are still know to 
the public. The present-day block system where under, a tehsil 
has been divided into few block development areas is being 
suggested as the prototypes of Parganas. 

Although the history of Pargana’s is very old but Sultan 
Shahab-ud-Din is said to had introduced it in a systematic 
manner. Shahab-ud-Din, the brother of Ala-ud-Din succeeded 
his brother to. the throne of Kashmir in 1354 AD. There is an 
interesting legend about the prince, which says how prince 
became the king. It is said that once prince Shahab-ud-Din in 
search of the pray went faraway. He reached to a mountain 
pass he was accompanied by his servants namely Raisheer 
Dil, Jandal and Aktaji. The prince who was thirsty wanted 
some water to drink. He was provided a cup of milk by woman 
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ees te ashe Arifa (Lal Ded) prince could drink only 
fancier abo : aining was shared by his two servants, and 
one could not get any drop. Arifa gave prince good 
news of his becoming a great king with his two servants as 
his commander-in-chiefs while as Aktaji who could not take a 
single drop, shall have a short life. When the team returned 
to city the similar thing happened Aktaji died in younger age, 
while the prince was crowned as the king of Kashmir with his 
two servants Sheer Dil and Janda as his commander-in-chief. 
Shahab-ud-Dinis being counted among the accelerated 
rulers of Kashmir. He is said to have created Pargana system 
in his kingdom, which continued upto Mughals. He initiated 
several victorious campaigns and expanded the boundaries 
of his empires from north to Tibet, Sakardu and to south upto 
Jammu and Kishtwar. After providing a stable administration 
to his vast empire he is said to had taken several expedition 
to other kingdoms and timely occupied their lands too. The 
list of his victories is very long and includes Peshawar, Kabul, 
Badakshan, Kandhar, Heerat, Sind and Multan. However, it is 
said he did not hold these, but returned back. Waqi Kashmir 
records the first arrival of Sayyid Hamadani (RA) during the 
period of Shahab-ud-Din and making of truce between the 
Delhi and Kashmiri Sultan. Hassan has also written his period 
of amusement. He is also credited with the foundation of 
Shahab-ud-Din Pora. The Sultan ruled for more than 18 years 
and was succeeded by Qutub-ud-Din in 1373 AD. Although 
Sultan is recorded to have ruled for a long period but his 
coins are not known. It is believed that king did not coin his 
money but carried his market with the available coins of his 
predecessors. The king's grave is believed lies some where In 
Mohalla Baldev Mar, in the old city of Srinagar. 
i ? Sikander or Harsha 
= various such events recorded in = 
history about which one gets astonishined, these are spb 
corroborated by any other contemporary research, ae : 
example in Kashmir history 'S of sultan Sikander w 
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been declared as Butshiken and held responsible for the mass 
destruction of the places of worship of a particular community. 
No doubt the king had been more strict to his faith as compared 
to his successors. During his times a particular community felt 
uneasy by mass conversion. Even destruction of the few earlier 
places of worship by new converts can also not be ignored but 
to hold the Sultan responsible for entire wrongs committed by 
others is clear injustice with the king. His role as accounted by 
few historians has been a constructive one no less than his 
son's (‘Badshah’s’) realm. 

The defaced image of the Sultan also got cleared 
when in recent past a Hindu icon identified that of Brahma 
carried the inscription regarding the Sultan. The inscription 
which was deciphered by epigraphists has carried the name 
of the Sultan Sikander with date in local era. The name and 
the date in Sharda characters correspondence to the period 
of the Sikander. It was then believed that either the icon was 
laid by Sultan himself or under his instructions was installed 
by some royal personality. Perhaps this is sufficient evidence 
for present day historians about the Sultans tolerance towards 
his non-muslim subjects and with this they might shift attention 
from Sultan Sikander towards those earlier kings whose record 
of destruction and plunder are still unbeaten. Hun Prince 
Miharkula or Mihargula who not only had demolished numerous 
places of worship of a particular community but also killed 
people of that faith and forced new philosophy and faith in his 
kingdom. There are other such examples that even places of 
worship were destroyed by their believers themselves. A critical 
study of Rajtarangni clearly reveals those incidents, Kalhana 
has recorded well the catastrophe which Meharkulla made to 
number of religious places. He has rightly held responsible 
Avantivarman, Keshemagupta and Harsha for destruction of 
various precious images. 

In this regard mention may be made of Harsha, whom 
not only Kalhan but even, his other historians holds responsible 
for mass destruction of temples and their housed icons. The 
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sans tapi ce years earlier to Sultan Sikander has 
ee for the reward of title Butshiken. He is 
wrongly given the epithet of Turuska on the plea that the kin 
had be Labia by te teachings of Islam. ; ‘ 
ing who ru ed for about 40 years in 11th centu 

sede ile ea looting of temples in a futile attempt : 
eae uile sury which had been sorely depleted by 

ry campaigns, Kalhan writes, of him there was not 
one temple left ina village or towns or in the city which was not 
despoiled of its image by the Turuska king Harsha, only four 
temples are believed to had been saved from his attacks one 
of Surya at Martand and Ramasavmin and two of Buddhist 
deities as reports Kalhana. Harsha is believed to have not even 
spared Vishnu temples. He had made a general desertion and 
destruction of the religions monuments. His story of destruction 
of temples started after he came a cross a hoarded treasure at 
the temple of Bhima Shai which induced him to spoilate other 
temples writes Kalhana. He had malted the numerous images 
of God and Goddess even casted in precious metals like silver 
and gold. This is the reason believed behind the scarcity of 
metal images found in Kashmir. As Kalhana himself reports 
the melting of images by Harsha in a greater detail. The only 
few images mostly of Buddhist pantheon could be saved while 
finding a safer lodge in Ladakh and Tibet monasteries. 

The recent numismatic investigations under taken by 
this contributor also revealed number of coins of Harsha in 
copper and brass in hoards found during recent past which 
speaks of the huge availability of this metal to this king. The 
major means of this metal is being suggested had been 
resulted through melting of the images. 

However, in view of these wrongs commuted by 
Harsha he has been treated better than Sultan Sikander and is 
never titled as Butshiken, despite of the fact that he had been 


more worthy of this reward. 


Hakeems and Vaids 


The long forgotten local methods of Veed and Hakimath 


280 DISCOVERIES OF KASHMIR 


needs to be revived for the general patients who have got feed 
up from the allopathic drugs. | met several such patients who 
use local and Unani drugs they believe that such drugs have 
no side effects no doubt these drugs have slow recovering but 
these are cheaper and with out any side effect. 

Allopathic drugs in the valley have been making good 
business. Doctors and chemists trade has progressed well. 
The flow of sub standard drugs has made their respective 
businesses more profitable while on the other hand the frequent 
usage of such drugs has questioned the normal recovery of 
the patients. 

The business of these drugs has flourished to the 
extent that medical shops have been opened in the remote 
corners of the valley. There can be no bakers, no butchers, 
and no shoemakers but there is no lack of so-called medical 
facilities. The medical practitioners known as the village doctors 
sell their prescription and drugs like hot cakes. Whether patient 
gets any relief or not but these village doctors make their 
business well, patients feel it less expensive as compared to 
degree holder doctors. They did not charge any prescription 
fee what they collect from patients that is cost of drugs sold to 
them. 

On the other hand doctors not only charge their fees 
but they have to take care of their helpers and chemists well. 

More often patients are referred to undergo various 
tests to their agents against handsome commissions. The 
process continues whether patient recovers or not it matters 
little, what matters more is that how much money has been 
earned from the patient. There is hardly any proper diagnose of 
the disease that too with the help of medical reports supplied by 
machines. Still we call them doctors not the Neem Hakeem. 

The Hakeems dealing with local medicines and having 
superb diagnoses are being called Neem Hakeem. A village 
Veed. Or a experienced Hakeem? Identifies the disease by the 
face of the patient. . 

They know how to read the face of any patient for them 
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face is the index of mind and body. Once a Hakeem is said saw 
a Pandits in noon. He observed that the Teka on his forehead 
has not dried. He advised him not to go anywhere instead to 
return home. Soon the Pandit returned his home he is said 
felt serious and finally breath his lost. This was the diagnose. 
Most of you might have heard the name of Muma Hakeem of 
Chadur. He could even treat the patients at their respective 
deathbeds. 

The land has a old and rich traditions of Hikmat and 
medicines, perhaps as result of the presence of rich flora and 
fauna in the valley, the Viadyas of Kashmir were inspired to 
conduct research in the science of medicens Professor Sylvan 
Levi after discovering Buddhist manuscripts in Central Asia 
and China come to conclusion of Cara Kasamhita belonged 
to Kashmir. In the time of Badshah flourished many celebrated 
Vaids and Hakeems who looked after the health of the people, 
Shri Bhatta who once cured the king of a severe illness became 
later on his trusted counselor. Kaspura Bhat the famous 
physician of his times was also patronized by the king. Many 
famous Hakeems got appointed to his cort. The king opened 
dispensaries for these Hakeems where local medicines were 
supplied to the patients. The long forgotten Veed and Hakeem 
Culture really requires to be revived so that the locally methods 
of treatment are again brought in order. 

Pirs and Faqirs ; 

An egg or a cup of rice was sufficient for undergoing 
a spiritual treatment. A Pir and a Faair hardly demanded it to 
treat a patient through Fhokh and Taveez. These were the 
times when no nursing homes and other business making 
clinics existed. Things have been changing rapidly, people 
of the times mostly have become dependent on doctors and 
drugs. The good olden days of Pirs and Faqirs have Bene. 
What has remained of them only their tales and memories? 

There were the times when the land had many Pirs 
and Faqirs engaged in providing spiritual seat ae “- 
people. The land was called Pirwer. Nowadays such P p 
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are rarely seen anywhere. The people have also lost the faith 
on such people. The tombs and shrines of Saints and Syeds 
which once experienced heavy rush of devotes have been 
also falling considerably. The good olden days are gone when 
simplicity and sincerity ruled the land. Those Pirs and Faqirs 
have gone who cared for the land and its people Sultan-e- 
“ Shiab Badasgam, Sonmuth, Kanimuth like several Fagirs have 
left for heavenly aboard. 

In presence of such saintly people business of doctors 
was not too good. People preferred spiritual treatment other 
than the medical ones. There was no place for a medical shop 
where a faqir-e-khuda lived. 

Once | was coming down for a small hamlet in Shopian 
area known as Pondhusian. Alocal was accompanying me. He 
was to bring some medicines from down village as no medical 
shop existed in his village. While talking to me, he said, ‘believed 
me it was first time when we required medicare’. For amoment 
| got puzzled, but when he said that does not mean we had no 
health problems, like other people we have to face diseases 
but our people preferred spiritual treatment. He said, to me, “in 
our village lived a Pir Sahib, and called Aziz Sahib who treated 
the village patients with Fhokh Taveez. in his presence no one 
would required even a Crocin or Calpal, he said. Aziz Sahib 
had now left. There existed no such effective Pir Sahib that is 
why villagers have to go for medicines’. 

The land had a rich tradition of Pirs and Faqirs. These 
were held with high esteem not only by natives but even by far 
off lands. The Pirs and Syeds are said descendants of Syed 
saints who had their Mureeds. They were well-learned men 
and provided spiritual guidance to their ancestral followers 
(Jide Mureeds). Besides their professional duties to advise 
the Mureeds on the matters of social and economic matters 
was also included in their moral duties. Their existed a deep 
relation, between a Pir and Mureed. Mureed used to offer 
Nazrana to their Pirs after inviting him to his home. Kashmiri 
Pirs used to spend months of winter and autumn in hills and 
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plains of India and Pakistan. Amritsar, Gurdas i 

Lahore, Sarhind, Jehlum, Mirpur, Bahawalpur, Boondl sce 
Reasi, Udhampur like cities were familiar among Kashmiri 
Pirs. Mureeds would even not think of marrying a girl of Syed 
family, he knew such act would be a bad luck. He had deep 
expectations from his Pir. They believed saints and Pirs would 
aid if people call them, they had even more expectations from 
saints tombs. They used to attend these tombs bear footed 
and smear there thought and body with the holy dust of the 
sacred precincts. There is hardly any village, which possess 
no shrine of any saint or Syed decorated with fine wooden 
works. Makhdoom Sahib (RA) and Sheikh Noor-ud-Din (RA) 
are the most celebrated and patron saints of Kashmir. People 
believed, they aided the people of the land in most difficult ever 
times like in the times of waer crises and deadly diseases. 


Baba Dawood Khaki a learned Sofi poet 

Sofis were most respectable people even held in 
great esteemed by the emperors of the land. They lived a very 
simple life and promoted the path of love and tolerance. They 
were the most learned and the true worshipers of God with no 
pride of their knowledge and worship. They attracted people 
and provided them spiritual guidance. Several educationists 
and accomplished poets took inspiration from them and got 
enfolded to Sufism. Their graves and relics are held in great 
respect and veneration. Centuries passed and there Urs days 
are still celebrated with full spiritual honours in the corners of 
the land. a 
Baba Dawood Khaki (RA) is recorded to have visited 
almost all the hilly springs of the valley to know their reality 
where the saint was received by supernatural beings. At Kajay 
he was given a coin hoard of Raja Harish Deva. Hussain Ali 
writes that the treasure was with him a every long period. 

o that treasure is not known. 

ia deinen Khaki was also member of the team led 


by Sheikh Yusuf.Sarfi to court of Akbar Shah to seek his help 


against Chak trouble. On his return from Akbar, he left heavenly 
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abroad at Islamabad and was burried in the enclosure of Baba 
Rishi (RA). Some years later his remains were brought to the 
Zairat of Sheikh Hamzah Makhdoomi (RA) in Srinagar and laid 
to final rest near his spiritual guide. Dawood is believed actually 
was his first stage of journey to sufism where he buried his 
wordily splendor forever. He got perished in dust (Khak). There 
emerged the real Khaki and he then came to be known Baba 
Dawood Khaki (RA). He is said then was sent to Khihama 
village where he lived in mediation for more than forty months. 
He is said was invited back to Bahaw-ud-din Pora and served 
as Mukhtaba tutor. By that time Khaki had become a learned 
Sofi and loving discipline of Sheikh Hamza (RA). 

His pride of high learning’s and knowledge perished. 
His inclinations towards world affairs decreased. He gave up 
the royal darbar and prayed for spiritual guidance. Sheikh is 
believed to have first asked him to wear cows leather and 
straw shoes and to follow him round the city. 

He did the same people who saw him in this dress, 
thought that the Baba has turned mad. 

Besides a learned Sofi Baba Dawood Khaki was an 
accomplished poet and contributed several books to Persian 
literature. His notable works include Virdul Murdin, Qasida- 
e-Jalaliya, Qasida-e-Ghusiyya, Qasidia-e-Lamiyya, Qasida- 
e-Zaruriya, Dustur-ul-Salikin and Majma-ul-Faaid. Few of his 
books are well translated and available at valley bookshops 
and labraries. These are mainly poetic works and deals with 
religious and mystical themes of the land. 

Baba Dawood Khaki (RA) is one such learned Sofi 
who actually was a great educationist of his times. Razi-ud- 
Din Baba is said was proud of his knowledge. He has good 
access to the royal Darbar of various Sultans of the land. The 
Sultan Nazuk Shah held him in great respect and appointed 
him as the tutor of his son. During the times Sheikh Hamzah 
(RA) spiritual perfection has won him a wide fame. Baba also 
decided to attend the saint. He is said once went their. His first 

-_meeting with Sheikh deeply effected his mind and soul and he 
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(Yek Zaman-e-Suhabati Ba Awliya 
Bahtar Az Sad Saliye Etat-e-Bereya 
Gar Tu Sang Khari Mar Mar Shavi 
Ghhu Ba Sahib-e-Dil Rasi Gowhar Shavi). 


Sir Mark Arul Stein 

Sir Mark Arulstein was a Hangarian scholar born in 
Budapiston November 26,1862. As recorded by his friends, 
from the very beginning he had a quenching thirst of visiting 
and studying eastern culture. For this purpose, Stein achieved 
degrees in several disciplines of eastern history and culture 
from leading European universities and later worked on a 
doctorate in the same field. In 1885 he got an opportunity to visit 
the then British India where he got the job of a principal in the 
Lahore College. It was from here that Stein started his mission 
of research and went to nearby Bunar area to examine the 
scattered remnants and debris of ancient Undayana Empire, 
which were scattered on its beautiful landscape. 

In 1901, Central Asian plains attracted the passions 
of Stein. He spent a good time in ancient Khotan and studied 
the material culture of the region. He came across 4 collection 
of ancient, artifacts, manuscripts and Tibetan antiquities. He 
studied the material properly and forwarded his observations 
in his book Ancient Khotan in 1907. In this book he has 
also brought to light the ancient links of Khotan with other 
contemporary cultures. He felt the imprints of sub continent's 
culture on Khotan. , : 

Stein made extensive archaeological researches in 


i i i ts. His 
Baluchistan and discovered several ancient settlemen 
a remarkable one. Of his high 


expertise Stein was again recommended for Central Asian 


survey andin 1 1 
consisted of the remal 


China. The wall and caves were ) 
to protect ancient China from the attack of Hun. The discovered 


caves still remembered here as Buddhist caves. One of these 
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caves was closed from all of its sides. Incidentally in 1900, 
when the’ doors of this cave got opened a big collection of 
manuscripts and paintings made on silk cloth were recovered. 
China took the major portion of this collection. Stein could, 
however, get access to study several of these manuscripts. 
What Stein observed in his second expedition he compiled it in 
his another book. In year 1915 Stein went to Russia and from 
here moved to Samarqand, Khurasan and Seistan. He made 
a detailed survey of these dates and came across ancient 
settlements and remains of Buddhist monasteries and stupas 
on the mountain passes of Seistan. He conducted extensive 
researches on its typography, geography, archaeology, history 
and culture and published it in his grand book (in four volumes) 
in 1928. 

Stein’s Kashmir research was extraordinary. He had 
great love and affection with this land and its people and made 
several visits to this valley. Mahind Marg was the place where 
Stein used to study and compile them in the shape of books. The 
place is situated in the laps of Harmukh. “It was this place that 
Stein had desired to be buried in”, says his Kashmiri Pandith 
friend Ramchandbali. However, Stein died in Afghanistan and 
is buried there in Kabul’s Christian graveyard. 

Till the arrival of Arul Stein in Kashmir, several 
European missionaries had made several visits to Kashmir and 
provided their sketches of this land. Father Gersome Xavier 
and Benoist de Gois accompanied Mughal emperor Akbar to 
Kashmir. The next European traveler of note who wrote on 
Kashmir was the Jesuit priest. A more detailed account was 
given by a French physician, Francis Bernier who accompanied 
Aurangzeb in 1665. George Forster, Vigne and Moorcraft also 
provided interesting travel diaries of Kashmir. Fredric Drew 
and Cunnigham geographical, archaeological and numismatic 
accounts generated a good deal of interest among scholars to 
study more and more ancient remains, epics and culture. of the 
valley. 

George Buhler's memorable tour of Kashmir in 
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a Le emer ephaiee wee! of valuable material for a 
engaged in collection fees std ° Seo mi amines ae 
Persian manuscripts. He saeelltt ay sete arco sald 

AUS : gave graphic and accurate notes of 
some old sites in the valley which he had visited himself. In his 
tour report he had indicated the manner in which a thorough 
study of Kalhan’s Rajtarangni and historical typography of 
Kashmir was undertaken. It won't be wrong to say that Arul 
Stein followed the Buhlers methods in his researches on 
Kashmir. 

He was in Lahore when desired to have a genuine 
manuscript of Rajtarangni. For this purpose he arrived in 
Kashmir in 1888 and succeeded in the discovery of 1 7th century 
copied manuscript of Kashmir chronicle written by Ram Kanth. 
Stein was very well conversant with Sanskrit, Persian, Kashmiri, 
Pushtu and English. He could also decipher the ancient's 
scripts like Greek, Arabic, Kharaoshti, Brahmi and Sharda and 
translate them. During the translation of Rajtarangni, Stein is 
said to have studied not only the Kanth’s manuscript but even 
on the spot investigated various historical sites and remains of 
Kashmir. He identified several names recorded in corrupt form 
in Rajtarangni. 

It was really a very difficult task for a foreigner to study 
Rajtarangni and to trace out the various historical events, sites 
and dates from the chronicle and identify those on the ground. 
In the words of late Moti Lal Sagi in his article on Sir Mark Arul 


Stein, “the role of Stein in the restoration of Kashmir history and 


cultural heritage is extraordinary which in itself is the foundation 
d been no Stein, the 


of the sum of the researches. If there ha : 

Kak and Sofi accounts would have remained incomplete. 
Kashmir served as the first milestone in Stein's research 

pursuits. That is why he was in opel lovewith Kashmir. Stein tn 

i ade mention of it. 

- ce aaa central Asian expeditions, | could get 

time and peace in my beloved mountain valley of onan bs 

rethink and study those investigations and observations whic 
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| had made in my researches of those far flung areas. There 
was no change in my love for Kashmir.” Stein used to spend 
his summer vacations in Kashmir and visit and investigate the 
archaeological sites. Besides he took keen interest in learning 
Kashmiri language and literature. With the help of his Kashmiri 
Friend Govind Koul, he could consolidate and compile 
Hatam's tales, a collection of tales. These were narrated to 
him by one Hatim. Teli, who was a professional story taler of 
Panchle. Stein also visited Gilgit and identified and deciphered 
several human records on the mountains of Hunza and other 
places. These records were in shape of human and animal 
carvings and descriptions were given in Kharoshti and Brahmi 
epigraphs. He could decipher names of several Kushan and 
Kidar princes on its rock edicts. The incomplete task of Gilgit 
was later on taken up by Ahmad Hussain Dani, a Pakistani 
scholar who identified hundreds of epigraphs and other human 
carvings on the sides of newly constructed Karokarm high 
way. He forwarded his results in the article “Human records 
on Korkaram high way.” Unfortunately, the survey of Leh and 
Kargil areas remained still untraced. If its survey is done we 
can have a more concrete picture of Ladakh. It was Stein's 
survey of the region, which encouraged the later-archaeologists 
to search the human records of the area. Arul Stein wrote 
a series of books on central Asia and Kashmir. His leading 
write ups include translating of Kalhana’s Rajtarangni, ancient 
geography of Kashmir, Sir India, Alexandra’s tract in India, 
Marco-Polo-s account of Mongolian roads in Kashmir, Hatim's 
tales, identification of Parihaspura, a note on Avantipura, a 
note on Kashmiri monuments and memoir of maps illustrating 
the ancient geography of Kashmir. 


R C Kak the Genius historian & archaeologist 

R C Kak as a politician and administrator may be 
controversial but as an archaeologist and historian his 
contributions are extraordinary. According to. late Moti Lal 
Saqi, as an archaeologist, historian and scholar Kak was one 
among us, it was his expertise that he re-constructed the story 
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of past, brought to light several archaeological remains and 
came across such hidden truths to which our historians had 
no access. 

Born in 1893 in a Pandit family at Srinagar, Kak 
received his basic education in a local school and then in 
a college. His first appointment as librarian in S P College 
provided him an access to the treasure of books housed there. 
He had deep interest in research and Sanskrit learning. By that 
time Kashmir darbar had established a full-fledged research 
and archaeology department. The programme of preserving 
ancient sites and ruins had been taken in hand and a museum 
was setup in Srinagar. 

A few European archaeologists and research scholars 
who had come to the valley during the middle of 19th century 
had initiated a systematic survey and study of ancient ruins 
and coins. Cunnigham, Cowie, Major Hardy, Garrick, Buhlor, 
Stein, Nicholls Percey Brown, Rodgers and others made 
extensive surveys and explorations. Some excavations 
had been undertaken notably at Awantipora, Ushkura and 
Martand by D.R.Shani. The archaeological re-searches and 
excavations took a new turn when Sir John Marshall took over 
as the head of Archaeological Survey of India. He promoted 
scientific methods in excavations. During the period the state 
of Jammu and Kashmir had no archaeologist of its own. It had 
to depend on borrowed experts. R.C Kak desired to wet 
for archaeology training, which was full filled by the dar ss 
Fortunately, Kak had a chance to learn archaeological yee 
under the guidance of Sir pe pect anes oe : 
Archaeology), From 1914 to 
benefit os expertise of his master. apse bie 
had become a brilliant sine rd It is ner nis pul 
of Indian archaeology W2S Sel his department but 
that he-oftered Tins wey haraja. So when he was 
Kak was not allowed by the then Maharaja. 


back he assumed the charge of first asst . es 
archaeology and research department. From 19 
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he served the department in various capacities. During his 10 
year long tenure, he did such works in Kashmir archaeology 
that the period is still remembered as the glorious period of 
Kashmir in the archaeological researchs and publications. He 
studied the antiquities, ruins, coins and sites throughout the 
length and breadth of the state. He for-warded his researchers 
and observations in a number of papers and authored several 
books on the subject. To further quench his thirst he visited 
Bhimber, Bahsoli, Ramnagar, Rajouri, Poonch and even to 
Marev Warwan valley. After completion of his field surveys 
he forwarded his conclusions in three books. Antiquities of 
Bhimber and Rajouri, Antiquities of Basohli and Ramnagar and 
Antiquities of Marev Warwan. What he had learned through 
his master he introduced the same in his re-search too. He 
adopted scientific methods of excavations and experimented 
it in his remarkable discovery of Harwan ruins. These 
excavations were taken up here in 1925. Kak properly studied 
the exhumed materials of the exposed layers. He brought to 
light the first kind of terra-cotta culture of 3rd and 4th centuries, 
foundation of old temples, courtyard of terra cotta tiles bearing 
figures with representation of central Asian features and dress. 
Kak attributed the site to Buddhists and did not rule out the 
presence of non-Buddhist imprints in its later phases. His date, 
identifications and observations of the motifs stamped on the 
tiles and on the exhumed coins are unchallenged. Another 
pioneering work on Kak's credit stands his two famous books, 
one “The Ancient Monuments of Kashmir and the other a 
Handbook of SPS Museum at Srinagar.” 

These are perhaps the only books available on 
the subjects so far as one deals with Kashmir monuments, 
archaeology, architecture and the museum collections. Ancient 
Monuments of Kashmir was published in 1933. The brief 
historical outline of Kashmir and architectural styles followed 
in India and Muslim shines have been so properly dealt with 
that 77 years passed there is no work to replace it. Similarly, 
Kak’s guidebook of SPS Museum is the only publication of the 
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museum since its establishment in 1898. The museum no doubt 
enriched its collections but could not publish a single paper 
on its collections. Both these reference books were de 
twice but none of them is available in the market now. One can 
have Xerox copies of these books from European libraries and 
museums but not from Kashmir. 

Kak, besides being an archaeologist to repute served 
at various key positions in Maharaja's darbar. In 1937 he was 
elevated to the post of chief secretary. In 1941 he was made 
minister of military affairs and finally sworn in as the first Kashmiri 
Prime Minister in Maharaja’s government. All his periods are 
full of controversies but what Kak is known today is through his 
expertise in archeology, research and publications. 


“Shahri-Kashmir Mahjoor” 
‘Nayay Travew Mai Thivew Panween 
Puz Muhabat Bagravew Panween' 

This lyric of Shair-e-Kashmir Mehrjoor once was on 
the tongue tip of every child and they used to sing it at morning 
prayers in their respective schools. Years have passed, our 
ears have turned anxious to hear it again but question is who 
will sing it. Our modern day students do even not know who 
was Mehjoor. Those were the times when Mehjoor was sung 
everywhere. This poet has carried great popularity and wide 
fame. Mehjoor was a nationalist poet indeed his patriotic and 
political lyrics had won him great laurels. His poetry carried 
ideas of patriotism human freedom, love of mankind, unity 
between Hindus and Muslims and beauty of this land. 

Balraj Sahani while commenting on the poetry of 
Mehjoor writes, “his songs and his poems are the cherished 
property of every man, woman and child living between 
Baramulla and Pir Panchal, if Mehjoor writes a poem today it 
will be on the lips of the populace with in a fortnight children 
on their way to school, Girls thrashing rice, boatmen plying 
the paddle, laborers bending in their ceaseless toil, will ni 
singing it. The beauty of Mehjoor’s poetry lies more In ts one 
and refined sentiment then depth of thought it has the 
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colour delicacy of Kashmir landscape.’ 

Shair-e-Kashmir Mehjoor the nationalist poet of the 
land ironically has been made stranger to his own men who 
will sing him when people have become ignorant of his words. 
Since the land lost its politically entity very earlier and politicians 
have been promoting their concept of so-called ‘Naya Kashmir’ 
no space is left for its nationalists to flourish. 

Shair-e-Kashmir who have been singing in favour of 
Kashmir freedom struggle soon felt unhappy over post-1947 
evens. He did not favour that and sung against those events. 

He felt deep the hardships and miseries of his 
countrymen and voiced them through their lyrics. 

‘Luken Path Gal Ye Azadi 

Setha Gub Haar Purbat Zan 
Laken Matum Garin Andar 

Behith Maharaza Hei Hakem 

Yemu Rath Mech Che 
Panas Seeth Khalveth Shahye Azadi 

Gumith Dumpath Cha Seri 

Ba Qarare Chakh Dilan Ander 

Dapan Vanhu Panun Ahwal Asima Laye Azadi’ 


Shar-e-Kashmir observations about post-1947 events 
had nothing to favour the state setup. They did not like such 
nationalists as they had already entered into a deal and sold 
genuine Kashmiryat to their masters at New Delhi. 

A fake Kashmiryat replaced the genuine one. It mostly 
comprised of external ideologies and was borrowed form non- 
tolerant and ill cultures. It left no space for genuine patriots 
infact they got pushed behind black screen. 

Mehjoor was not even spared after his death. He could 
not be buried in his ancestral graveyard of Matrigam. He was 
laid to rest at Athwajan (once proposed site for Mazari Shurai 
Kashmir), which was later not allowed to mature. Today the 
site has turned one of the neglected sites of the valley. 

Mehjoor was also interested in . archaeological 
collections of the land and has collected a treasure of ancient 
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coins and manuscripts but this treasure was also not kept in the 
valley and sold to the Delhi Museum. Since decades passed 
Shair-e-Kashmir ancestral house at Matrigam is yet awaiting 
to get declaration as a state protected monument and it has 
turned into ruins. Not even a single memorial is raised in the 
name of this national poet. 

This is the tribute government has been paying to 
Shair-e-Kashmir. It looks very much clear that authorities are 
bent to dismantle the lost evidences of this nationalist poet for 
this land. The government has already succeeded in making 
him a stranger to new generations. The people of the land shall 
also take moral responsibility of neglecting their great sons and 
real Kashmiryat perhaps this line of Azad has a massage for all 
of us: 

*‘Kalhan Gani The Sarfi 
Sarab Kar Yemi Aaban 
Sui Aab Sanibapath 
Zehra Hilal Asiya’ 


The real tribute to our national poets is to sing and 
read them and create a taste to introduce their words among 
our new generations so that they remain no more stranger in 
their own lands. 

Alam Ha Kari Yaad Azad Azad 

Today is 14th April, the day when the land lost one ofits 
revolutionary poets named Ab. Ahad Azad, popularly known as 
Azad. The poet could not live for long. He had a very short life 
of 45 years but in these few years of life he enriched Kashmir 
poetry and literature by his impressive revolutionary lyrics. 

Born of a poor Zamindar family in Ranger Chandura a 
4903 he was brought up like other village lads and was an 
Qur'an and few Persian books. He got his education as be 
order of the day and was finally appointed as school teacher. 


He was a born creative mind. 
There are very few people to whom life means some 


thing more than earning and living. Most of us only do know 
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how to eat and sleep and how to increase our earnings. 

Azad had a different view, to him life was something to 
contribute for his countrymen. 

He believed that God has a purpose in creation of the 
man and one has not only to earn and feed himself, he has 
some national responsible which he needs to fulfill. In services 
to the nations different fields such people get neglected not 
only theirselves but even their families as well. Azad had the 
same experience. 

He was born in the era when Kashmiris lived a 
miserable life. The poverty and slavery had become their fate. 

Mehjoor has already felt the plight of his countrymen. 
He has studied their hopes, and fears, their simple life and 
the hardships and miseries that his people has to undergo in 
earning a meal for themselves he has already composed it in 
his poetry as he was a nationalist poet. The early compositions 
of Azad are typical of those produced by Mehjoor. Azad followed 
the revolutionary ideas of Mehjoor. He was also a nationalist 
poet. The following couplet of Azad depicts the theme: 

Kalhan Gani Te Sarfa 

Sarab Kar Yam Aban 
Sui Aab Sani Bapath 
Zehr-e-Hilal Asiyah 


At the same time Azad also welcomed the new trends 
which were being cultivated here. He sung: 
Mubarak Taza Dauranas Mubarak 
Mubaraka Sazu Samanas Mubaraka 
Ghatah Gai Daur 
Nov Nov Roshni Wach 
Navis Chanderis Te Asmanas Mubaraka 
P N K Bamzai writes about Azad: 

‘His early compositions are typical of those produced 
by Mehjoor. But as the gained maturity, he enunciated the ways 
and means of attaining freédom from want and misery Mehjoor 
was a nationalist but Azad longed for a socialistic patterns of 
society for anew era of equality. The one looked to the past, 
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the other to the future.’ 

Mehjoor had great expectations from Az 
to entrust him the responsibility of acer ei ls 
fragments of Kashmiri literature. 

Almighty did not wished it, Azad left for heavenly 
abode at the age of 45, on April 14, 1948. As he had a great 
tragedy when he lost his lonely son. He could not recover from 
the shock. Shahir Kashmiri Mehjoor felt the uncertain deaths 
of Azad a great loss to Kashmir literature. 

He composed the following couplet: 

Kashrin Hudn Elem-u-Adhbuk Bagh Az Burbad Gow 
Bagh Wuchnai Hasratha 
Yeth Bagh Waul Shadaad Gow 
Sarfida Kur Bagh Wanu 
Au Ad Sal Wafat Buoul Wun Zen Bulbulla 
Traveth Chaman Azad Gow. 


Azad was buried in his ancestral graveyard at Ranger 
Chadura in year 1948. Azad cultural forum Chandura renovated 
the grave of this Kashmiri poet. A gravestone is laid on his 
grave, which bears the following popular couplet of Azad: 

Alam Ha Kari Yaad Azad Azad 
Dhu Ak Wochi Yad Pavi Madnu. 


Besides a popular poet of the land Azad is known for 
his literary researches. Mirza Ghulam Hassan Arif writes about 
Azad, his researches in Kashmiri literature are valuable. Even 
for ordinary information about old poets in Kashmir, Azad had 
to go long distances into the interiors of the valley, a poorly 
paid school teacher as he was, his literary trips involved a lot 
of expenses but he continued his poetic and critical pursuits 
eed the Kashmiri poets have become a neglected 
lot Azad is one among them. Attention Is required to es 
on his poetic works. P N Ganjoo has done an naples ney 
literary job while composing the poetry of Azad re slg 
Azad. Rasool Pampur critic believes Azad still has re 
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unexplored and critics have proved enough misers in dealing 
the poetic works of Azad. He has extended his thanks to Azad 
cultural forum for laying the gravestone on the grave of the 
poet and criticizes the government for not setting any memorial 
in the name of this revolutionary poet of the land. 


Sheikh Imam-ud-Din, the first Kashmiri freedom fighter 

Kashmiris armed struggle against external aggressors 
has along history. The first phase of this struggle emerged when 
Kashmiris were sold to Dogra Maharaja Gulab Singh by the 
Britishers in their treaty of Amritsar. Sheikh Ghulam Mohi-ud- 
Din the then Governor of Kashmir being a puppet in the hands 
of Sikhs remained silent on the signing of the Amartsar treaty. 
But after his death in April 1846 when his son Sheikh Imam- 
du-Din was given the Kashmir Governorship, he could not bear 
all this, and turned down the Amartsar treaty. Sheikh declared 
his independence and raised the banner of rebellion against 
the Dogra aggressors. To crush Imam-ud-Din, Gulab Singh 
under Col Mathara Dass, deputed well-equipped regiments to 
Kashmir but Dogra soldiers along with their commander were 
cut to pieces. Sheikh Imam-ud-Din being a staunch Muslim 
governor was not only popular among Kashmir masses, but 
had achieved a good reputation among the hill chiefs also. 
They extended him their active support. These hill chiefs were 
fed up from Sikh rule. They wanted to throw off the Sikh Yoke. 
The hill chiefs of Hazara, Rajauri and Rampur joined the Sheikh 
in his rebellion. 

The Sheikh was very popular among the local artisans 
of the shawl factories for he had freed them from the slavery 
of the Shawl owners (as referred to by Munshi Mohammed 
Din, in his Tarikh, Mukamal Tarikh-e-Kashmir Vol Ill). They 
joined this uprising. F M Hassnian, in his write-up titled British 
policy towards Kashmir says that Sheikh had no intention of 
holding Kashmir as a servant of Raja Gulab Singh, nor had 
he any intention to be a feudatory of the Sikhs. So it is clear 
that his intention was mainly to get freedom from the external 
aggressors. In this choice, he was also urged by his Begum as 
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ieee tees ite she was the brain behind the uprising and 
by Buia € r hus and to take up arms to resist subjugation 

fee ab Singh. (More about this great Kashmiri woman 
will follow in my next write-ups). The gun makers of Srinagar 
voluntarily also joined this uprising, they supplied local guns to 
the Kashmir forces. 

_On the other hand Gulab Singh getting defeat by 
Kashmiri forces in his first attempt opened a three-pronged. He 
collected soldiers, mercenaries and tribesmen from whatever 
part of country he could and deputed them to Kashmir to 
sabotage the rebel lion under the command of Wazir Lakhpal 
Rai. Secondly, he opened negotiations with the Sheikh to 
make him yield. Thirdly he deputed his chief Minister Dewan 
Jawala Sahi, to ask for British aid. Dogra forces equipped 
well with British armoury entered Srinagar to crush Kashmir 
forces who were ill equipped with local guns. Some scholars 
view that Dogra forces were also accompanied by few British 
army experts. The forces had an encounter at Maisuma and 
Drugjan. The fight continued for several days. Dogra forces 
suffered heavy losses. Kashmir forces with full support from 
local Muslims fought upto the last to defend their sovereignty. 
Although Kashmiris suffered heavy looses, but still they were 
successful to defeat the Dogra forces highly equipped by 
British army. 

Earlier Britishers were extending their indirect support 
to Raja Gulab Singh but after Maisuma and Drugjan defeat, 
they extended direct help to Gulab Singh. Henry Lawrence 
threatened the Sikhs that he would be forced to cancel the 
treaty of Lahore if they failed to place a part of their forces 
at the disposal of Gulab Singh. Hassan Shah in his Tarikh- 
i-Kashmir writes that all the relatives of Sheikh Imam-ud-Din 
who lived in the Punjab, were interned by Henry Lawrence, 
this was a moral attack on Shaikh’s relatives. His Jagirs in 
Jullandar, Doab and Sheikpura were confiscated as reports 
Cunningham. Besides all this, two warnings were issued to 
Shakih by British High command whereunder Kashmir army 
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was forced to lay down their arms. Lt. Edwards conveyed to 
the Sheikh that if he submits, British would spare his life and 
property. But all this could not deter the Sheikh. He replied 
them in negative. In the meantime, Governor General of India 
ordered regiments comprising of British army (well trained 
in warfare) Sikh forces and Dogra forces to fight under the 
over-all command of Col. Lawrence. They proceeded towards 
Kashmir via Rajouri. The Chief of Rajouri, Mirza Faqir Ullah 
was unable to defend his country from this storm, so he 
submitted. This was the greatest blow to Sheikh as stated by 
F M Hassain. Britishers also sent two vakils to Sheikh, Fateh- 
ullah Khan and Hakim Rai. They further gave a shock to him. 
At last, Sheikh had so great a pressure from Britishers that he 
was forced to surrender before the Britishers on November 1, 
1846, Sheikh before the pressure of British at Thana. After that 
what happened to Sheikh, records are silent about that. 


First Lady freedom fighter . 

Like Kashmiri man, the woman of this land has never 
been silent against any aggression. She has played an active 
part and rendered her responsibilities, when and where she 
was asked Kashmir history can hardly ignore such women 
whom have contributed their respective shares to built our 
socio-political structure. In the roll of notable women of Kashmir, 
the place of honour certainly belongs firstly to Lalla-Arifa who 
has influenced Kashmir to such an extent that her sayings are 
on the lips of all Kashmiris. She stands for the mother of all 
Kashmiri women. Kashmiris must also be proud of Taj Khatoon 
and Barea the Bibi’s of Mir Mohammad Hamdani, possessing 
Saintly character, passed most of their time in Meditation. 
Haura was the mother of Sultan Sikandar and the queen of 
Sultan Shihab-ud-din. She was a very remarkable woman. 

The roll of such notable women of Kashmir misses the 
name of the wife of Sheikh Imam-ud-Din. She has rendered 
as the brain behind the uprising of 1846. This revolt was 
undertaken by Kashmiris under the leadership of Sheikh 
Imam-ud-Din agaisnt the Amaritsar treaty. The treaty was 
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signed by British and Maharaj F 
the transfer of political aioe fnd Bes It Mes not only 
but the entrustment of ownership of Brae mae Singh, 
waters, forests and men and women. The Wont iC ee 
was turned down by Sheikh Imam-ud-Din the then aloes ke! 
eae ae a banner of armed rebellion. In this rebellion 
among the hill oie & : by his countrymen, being popular 
Sie eteeaidin tte ajouri, Hazara and Rampur, nearly 
beloiick jou e heir hands in efforts of Sheikh Imam-Din. 
e the intentions of Sheikh Imam-ud-Din in raising up 
the revolt? F M Hassnain in his book; “British Policy towards 
Kashmir clearly says, that Sheikh had no intention of holding 
Kashmir as a servant of holding Kashmir as servant of Raja 
Gulab Singh, nor had he any intention to be a feudatory of the 
Sikhs’ dreams of Sheikh were clear, he wanted to become a 
Sultan of Independent Kashmir. 

In this choice Sheikh was urged by his Begum, who 
was strong woman, “proud of her land and blood” Hassanain 
has further declared her, a staunch Muslim deserving 
ascendancy of the Muslims, who were in majority in Kashmir. 
Naba Shah providing details in his write-up, “Wajiz-ul-Tawarikh” 
says that she was such a brave and intelligent woman, that 
British declared her as a bigoted Muslim, full of schemes for 
Mohammedan ascendancy Kashmiris know her as woman of 
determined courage and character, revered by her subjects 
as Madar-i-Meharban. She was daughter of Raja Muiz-ud-Din 
Khan of Karnah. She was married to prince Rahmat-ullah Khan 
of Muzzafarabad. After the uncertain death of prince Rahmat- 
ullah Khan got remarried by Sheikh Imam-ud-Din. Begum 
took-up arms for the freedom of Kashmir and did not allowed 
the Sheikh to enter her chambers until he fights the invaders. 
Although Sheikh lastly failed in his dreams, neither he could 
defend the Kashmir's sovereignty nor his governorship; but 
what role her Begum Madar-i-Meherban played in there volt 
can never be wirtten off from Tarikh-i-Kashmir. 


The city where no one cares 
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Kashmirthatforlong has served as an abode forlearned 
men has now turned a land of innocent, where illiterates have 
been ruling over well-educated ones. Learned men in every 
institution have become a. confused lot, their expertise and 
know how has no meaning for any setup. Devotion and sincerity 
has gone and no sense prevails anywhere to distinguish in 
good and bad. Institutions have been ruined but no one cares. 
The main concern is with salaries and other allowances. Work 
culture has also collapsed. 

Accountability has lost as no one is made answerable 
before anybody. When you have developed such state of affair 
what name you will give to your state, perhaps it would not be 
wrong to call it Alashahar where everything in valued equally, 
Bi Pursan Shahr also suits well to .it, as here no one is heard. 
Honesty and dedication has lost its meaning while treachery 
and fabrication prevails everywhere. 

Almost all the pioneer institutions of this unfortunate 
land are paralyzed, professional and expert hands have been 
replaced by ignorant who have been given full deal to rule the 
prestigious institutions. No doubt they look busy but they do 
nothing. As it is Alashah these people enjoy and are rewarded 
for, ruining the historic institutions of the land. 

One such evidence is of historic institutions Kashmir 
museum named after Pratap Singh at Lal Mandi. The museum 
is recorded has glorious past when British experts used to 
look after its various galleries, but when in 1948 it came into 
local hands it begin to loose its pristine glory. Still till last few 
decades it was functioning and local archaeology experts had 
been taking due care of its collections. 

Unfortunately in nineties it was given into the hands of 
non-professionals, whom left no stone unturned to damage its 
original glory. 

‘Its priceless cultural heritage collections are in ruins. 
Since decades these have been left uncatalogued and 
unconserved. Several artifacts are displayed in open air, 
besidés in audit reports of ninety lacs of rupees are shown to 
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have been spent on its various developmental schemes, these 
included face-lifting of Rambir Mahal, its electrification and 
beautification of Museum Park, unfortunately neither of these 
works have got proper execution here. Mahal’s roof leaks, 
glorious papeir machi paints from its walls and doors has 
deteriorated while the museum park has grown heavy bushes 
and natural grasses. 

: The irony of the things is that, the man who was bent 
to destroy these relics our glorious heritages was rewarded 
for these specialized services. He was allowed to hold the 
charge of the department, till his retirement and when he was 
to retire, he was granted extension for his expertise because 
still some artifacts has remained intact in the Museum. He was 
re-employed and made project director for Asar Mahal which 
is proposed to emerge at Boulevard, Srinagar. It is Bi Pursan 
Shahar so nobody is heard. 

Earlier it was not so, it is said when in year 1950 
Moulana Abul Kalam Azad then education minister visited 
this institution and felt some inconvenience he is said told his 
counter Col. Pir Muhammad the then state minister that for 
any civilized government it is not feasible to close down such 
cultural institutions. He is said provided the services of a trained 
archaeologist M S Vats to the state for reviving of archaeology 
and museum of this land. The institution got revived and in his 
recommendations M S$ Vats has also said that the department 
should be run by subject experts. The tradition continued for 
a certain period but a time reached when non-professionals 
came again to rule this hundred years old institution. 

This is not only an archaeological monument, there are 
priceless cultural properties of the people of this land housed 
in it. It is a national institution, which requires proper attention. 
Recently government have taken some steps to restore this 
ruined institution but these are not enough, a clear cut cultural 
heritage preservation policy is required to be adopted to 
investigate and search out the weakness both in technical as 
well as in its administrative levels. The expert old guard can 
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also be asked to suggest the measures to restore this once 


glorious institution of the land. If we save this institution that 
means we have preserved our cultural heritage. 
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CHAPTER 14 
MYSTERIES 


Mystery of Kundalvan 

One of the most significant event in the history of 
Kashmir Buddhism is remembered by holding of international 
council of Buddhist monks at Kundalvan monastery of Kashmir 
during the period when the country was ruled by a Buddhist 
turned King Kanis'ika circa 2nd century AD. 

Historians who collected information's about the event 
from the records put forth by Huen Tsang says that the king 
for the purpose summoned all the doctors of his realm but 
only 499 Arhats were selected and Kashmir was selected the 
place for holding of the conference. At the place a residential 
monastery for the guests was also built. The council had set 

continuously for six months. It made strenuous efforts to bring 
into the scattered sayings, theories and dictums of various 
doctors of the law. These commentaries as said were written in 
Sanskrit on copper plates. These plates as believed enclosed 
in stone boxes were deposited in a Stupa, which the Kanishka 
had made for the purpose. 

Since the last century scholars had made efforts to 
find out the buried copper plates but no traces has yet actually 
been found. Although scholars have been identifying the venue 
of the council with different places of the valley. Madasudan 
Kaul has identified Kundal with Kunthun on the spur Zeberwan 
Hills over looking the Dal Lake in Srinagar. P N K Bamzai 
believed that the place lie somewhere near about the old city of 
Srinagar. Late Muhammad Amin Mehjoor also claimed to have 
identified the location but he could not get the time to prove 
it. Fida Muhammad Hassnian, Muhammad Yousuf Taing, the 
authorities on Kashmir archaeology had also been pursuing to 
locate the actual site. The Kundalvan is sometimes suggested 
with the corrupt names of Kazalwan, Kund (Kulgam) and 
Kanilvan (Bijbehara). But the surface studies of these sites 
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taken by the researches did not reveal an;* such relic, which 
could help schoalrs to attribute these sites to the identification 
of Kundalvan. 

On the other hand archaeological efforts carried in the 
valley during last few decades revealed terra-cotta settlements 
at dozens of places, these settlements were also identified as 
the ruins of some religious places, most probably of the stupas 
and monasteries of Buddhist culture. The architects of these 
foundations used terra-cotta tiles to serve as the flooring and 
at some place these tiles were used to decorate the walls. 
The floors had wear and tear, which clearly suggested that 
the places had not been used for the worship purposes but 
for some other purpose. Although the settlement of Harwan 
stands exposed to a greater extent the other settlements of 
Hionar, Hutmur, Gurveith, Kanispura etc. are yet to face any 
systematic excavation it was only that at these places trial digs 
revealed the pavements that too at depth of only two to three 
fits. 

Researchers view that besides conducting trial dig’s 
of the proposed sites, the systematic excavations at the 
exposed sites shall also be taken up. The government shall 
also encourage scholars intended to locate the Kundalvan. 
The state government way back in 1987 has proposed to 
hold an international Buddhist Conference at the Buddhist 
site of Parhaspora but it could not mature and was never held 
anywhere in Kashmir. It could have been proved an important 
a towards the process of locating of the actual Kundalvan 
site. 

The regular efforts of scholars and archaeologists 
are expected would sometime prove fruitful wnen Kundalvan 
monastery is discovered. It would be an extraordinary discovery, 
which shall not only a big achievement for Buddhist studies but 
a turning point for Kashmir tourist industry as well. 


Hidden treasures be exposed 
Kashmir with its rich cultural background has a 
potential to yield exquisite works of art and culture. The ruins 
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of ancient structures scattered all over the valley stand witness 
to this fact. However, due to poor archaeological research and 
explorations, these treasures of our glorious past lie buried 
under the ground. Stray efforts from time to time have been 
made by the archaeological experts and researchers to expose 
this material, but that has not helped to get maximum results. 

‘Field survey, exploration of the archaeological sites, 
their excavation, study and documentation’s of unearthed 
material and its conservation is required. 

Department of archaeology is maintaining several of 
important monuments of the state. 

The sites the archaeology department, maintains, 
include mosque and tomb of Sayyid Muhammad Madeni (RA) 
at Hawal and Hariparbhat Fort in Srinagar, Mughal Hammam 
temple ruins at Achabal, Terra-cotta sites of Wangdoor - Hionar 
ad Hutmura in Anantnag district, ruins of Parhaspora Sheeri 
and Manasbal in Baramulla district. 

~The department had come across several coin hoards 
of ancient kings of Kashmir, terra-cotta tiles and several other 
artifacts of glorious past. These all antiquities are preserved 
and exhibited in its state museum at Lal Mandi, Srinagar’. 

itis a fact that the department has also explored several 
other archaeological sites in the valley. However due to lack of 
required financial resources, the department is unable to get 
all these sites fully exposed. At several places trial excavations 
were also made. The experts and general people maintain 
that the maximum wealth of archaeological and numismatic 
treasure is still hidden under ground. Besides, lots of ancient 
coins, artifacts, paintings and manuscripts are lying scattered 
and no efforts are being made to collect and document these 
material. 

Mystery of nameless King solved 

The mystery of one nameless Kushan King was 
solved in recent past when archaeologists found an inscription 
at Rabatak in northern Afghanistan. The inscription gave then 
a first type of firm genealogy of early Kushan family and the 
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name of the nameless king as Vima Taktu. 

Kushans had a mighty empire in the early centuries of 
Christian era. The kingdom spread over Bactria, Afghanistan, 
Pakistan and India besides over few other Central Asian 
States. Kashmir remained one of the most important centres 
for Kushans and their rule continued here upto forth century 
AD. Kashmir was then known by the name Chi-pin. 

Kushan history is mainly known by Chinese records 
and their coin issues. The Chinese history Han-shu, covering 
the period 206 BC to AD 25 mainly compiled in 80 AD describes 
the five Yabghu (tribes) of the great Yuch-Chih, one of which, 
the Yabghu of Kao-fo resides at the Walled city of Kao-fo (Kabul) 
the Hou-Han-Shu complied by Fanyeh describes how the 
Yuch-chih moved to Ta-hsia (Bactria) and divided their country 
into five Yabghu (tribes). More than a hundred years later one 
of the Yabghu (tribe) of Keui Shung attacked and destroyed 
other four tribes and established their leader Chiuch-iu-ch 
(name of the king) as their king the kingdom was named Kuei- 
Shunag. This king is stated invaded Anshi (Indo-Parthia) Kao- 
Fu (Kabul) and destroyed P’uta (Puskalvati Modern Peshawar) 
and Chi-pin (Kashmir) and completely held their territories for 
his Kushan empire. The king in his numismatic evidences has 
been identified by the name of Kujula Kadphsis who is credited 
for consolidating the Kushan Kingdom over a vast empire. This 
empire was contemporary to Roman Empire of west. Several 
evidence of Kushan trade connections with west has also been 
established. 

Kujula was followed in his empire first by a nameless 
king tilled as soter megas in Greek on his vast series of coins. 
Several such coins are also known from Kashmir). Vima 
Kadphsis Kanishka, Huviska, Vasudeva are known the most 
famous rulers of this dynasty thousands of their numismatic 
evidence have been found from Kabul to Kashmir. Despite 
of their numismatic evidences several mysteries shadowed 
their history and events. One such controversy was over the 
nameless king, who in his coins is read as soter megas (means 
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nameless king). 

Fortunately archaeologists who have been working 
on the project succeeded in discovering and interpreting the 
_ ‘Rabatak inscription which gave them a more clear picture of 
Kushan genealogy. Dr. David Macdawall in his article Rabatak 
inscription and the nameless Kushan king’ which appeared in 
an recent archaeology book titled “Cairo to Kabul’ writes about 
the new discovery. 

The inscription belongs to the time of Kanishka 
who is said to have obtained the kingship from Nana and all 
Gods. It records that the King Kanishka gave order to Shafer 
the Karalang to make a sanctuary and images of a range of 
Gods for King Kujula Kadhpsis his great grand father, for King 
Vima Taktu and grandfather Vima Kadphsis and himself King 
Kanishka. The nameless king is named as Vima Taktu and 
established son of Kajula Kadphsis and grandfather of more 
famous Kushan Prince Kanishka. 


Search for a treasure 

If it is your dream to get rich over night than go for 
treasure hunting, if you are luckily enough you will find some 
precious treasures. Your dream is fulfilled, you will become the 
owner of precious coins, ornaments and jewelries. 

ithas its own passion and excitement. Our folk literature 
contain several stories about formers stumbling on treasures 
while ploughing their field or about snakes. keeping vigil over 
concealed underground treasures trovers. Sometimes it also 
happened that luckily people come across treasures, which 
contained precious coins and jewelries. Most of the olden 
treasures are buried beneath the ground. Everyone knows 
that there were no banks and lockers available to olden rich 
merchants so they used to collect the gold and silver coins 
and jewelry either in copper or in earthen pitcher and hide 
those beneath the grounds of their houses and shops. Raja’s 
and Maharaja's possessed huge treasures, which besides 
coins carried valuable jewelries. They used to hide these 
treasures inside their “Mahal Khanas’. Although few of those 
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treasures have been found in different parts of the world by the 
treasure hunters. Sometimes fortunate farmers while working 
in their fields or labourer in digging out the earth came across 
wonderful discoveries. 

It is said that during the construction of Soura Medical 
Institute Behari labourers engaged in digging of the plinth of 
the complex found a treasure consisting of gold coins. Soon 
they found it, it is said they got excited and next day early in 
the morning left the valley while keeping their wages pending 
with the contractor. 

From the site there are records of several other 
valuable antiquities found by archaeologists. One Abul Qayoom 
Khan an archaeology attendant of the archaeology department 
says that he was posted at Soura during the constructions of 
Medical Institute. His duty was to collect the antiquities making 
their appearance from plinth digging of the complex. He says 
collected several terra cotta objects of archaeological interest 
and handed those over to then archaeology authorities. Those 
antiquities are also listed in the records of the department. 

There are several such glorious evens when few lucky 
people came across little treasure trove. Treasure hunters and 
collectors are always in search of such discoveries. Observers 
say that by and large treasure hunters have been motivated 
by two objects, one by the temptation to lay their hands on 
priceless gold, silver and jewels and to increase their standard 
of living within no time. There are other such researchers who 
hunt for treasures to acquire precious knowledge about the 
civilization culture and life style of people in the olden times. 
The difference between the two is, the formers concern is with 
those treasures which carry metallic and antiquity value while 
for the later, every artifact of the past is valuable for him. His 
concern is academic. For him clay and gold artifacts are similar 
provided they carried some, information about past people. 

Very few people belong to later category. Most of us 
want to get rich over night so we are in the search of treasure 

there are evidences recorded of lucky experts who have found 
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treasures. They most famous treasure hunters recorded are 
two Europeans Mel Fisher and Howard Carter. They acquired 
so wide fame because they laic their hands over world famous 
treasures of Atocha and Tutan Khamen (tombs of Egyptian 
Pharaoh). Few European travelers also claim to have found 
treasures in the Indian sub-continent. 

Although most of the treasure troves of Kashmir have 
gone unnoticed but a few treasures were found by many 
European and local travelers. 

Do not worry still there are treasure troves buried 
underground waiting for the lucky hands and if you are fortunate 
‘ your will find those. 


Mysterious caves 

Kashmir valley carries evidences of few such caves, 
whose identity even after hundreds of years remains a great 
mystery who carved these caves and for what purpose 
are certain questions which are not properly replied by the 
scholars. 

Although the land has a very ancient tradition of cave 
digging. The earlier people used to dig out the under ground 
caves to provide shelters to their community. Those people 
have also find out some natural shelter to live in. 

In early sixties and seventies under ground cave pits 
were recovered on the plateaus of Burzhama (Srinagar) and 
Gufkral, (Tral). In recent past few caves were identified in 
Manasbal locality. These discoveries stands well interpreted 
and their meaning well understood Archaeologists tell u hat 
such caves served as man made and natural shelters for the 
earlier habitants of this land. 

There are other caves attributed to various Hindu 
deities. Few of these caves are still being worshipped by 
Hindus while few other caves are believed to have served as 
meditation sites for various saints of the land. 

The caves attributed to Hindus deities include the 
world famous Amarnath Cave, which internally houses the 
Siva Linga Hindu pilgrims from far off lands of India used to 
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visit the cave during the Amarnath Yatra festival. 

One another cave which really is an archaeological 
wonder and houses internally five feet high temple is seen at 
village Bumzu about 65 kms from Srinagar on a plateau on the 
left bank of river Lidder. It has been carved inside the massive 
limestone. Who carved it is not known. 

It is locally known as Gufa Mander, Cunningham 
(Archaeologist) describes it a very olden construction while 
other archaeologists are attributing it to medieval period and 
say either Bhimshahi or Queen Didda have raised it. It is only 
here that temple was built inside the cave which is very much 
impressive one has to climb a flight of 22 steps from the road 
to reach to the gate of the cave. There are other two famous 
caves one at Gufabal (Kulgam) and Ashmuqam attributed with 
celebrated saints of the land Sheikh Noor-ud-Din (RA) and his 
discipline Sheikh Zain-ud-Din Rishi while the Peer used his 
cave at Gufabal for attaining the enlightenment of the God, his 
discipline made his cave as his Jost abode. These caves are 
still extent and visited by devotees of the saints. 

Apart from these known and well identified caves there 
are several caves found in Kashmir. The proper identity of 
which still remains a mystery. One such group of caves is seen 
in Kupwara in frontier district of the land at Lasthiyal, Kalaroos. 
These are not natural caves some people have carved them 
in a proper sequence from the massive limestone. These are 
in a row and somehow of uniform size. No scientific study of 
these caves has yet been under-taken. Few scholars tried to 
identify them but their attempts could not help them to give 
any concrete picture of these caves, the historian Dr. Fida 
Muhammad Hasnian has got a view. He says these caves 
served as the indicators of some major historical events. He 
has emphases for a major archaeological survey of the area. 


311 


CHAPTER 15 
NATURAL HISTORY 


Eagle feathures 

Tradition of writing by feathers may no longer be in 
vogue in Kashmir, but in far-away land of Italy the feathers of 
Kashmiri eagles are used for writing purposes. 

‘Kashmiri eagle feathers are very popular in Italy’ said 
one Italian based publisher J. Balloin who was recently in a 
visit to valley in search of the very feathers. 

Balloin had collected a number of these from various 
terraces of Mughal Gardens. 

Balloin said eagle feather pens were very much 
preferred by Italian writers and school children. For Italian 
people, Balloin added, eagle feathers stood for good fortune 
and that was why the tradition of writing by eagle feathers was 
very much alive there. “Many Italians believe eagle feathers 
create wisdom in school children’, he added Balloin has 
dispatched several bundles of eagle feathers to Italy and may 
be collecting more in future. 

‘Eagle is the resident specie of the valley. There are 
about five varieties of eagle found in Kashmir’ said Abdul 
Qayoom Khan, taxi dermist and incharge of natural history 
gallery of state museum. These are fishing eagle, common 
eagle, steppe eagle, crested serpent eagle and white eagle. 


No woods, no wilderness 

Deforestation is being cited as the prime reason behind 
the dwindling number of monkey species in the lower reaches 
of the valley. 

Expert says that there were few a varieties of this 
species in the valley, which included Bengal monkey and 
Himalayan monkey. Both the species are known by the local 


name of Ponz. ; 
According to experts monkey ascended to an elevation 


of 8000 to 9000 ft. but they were sometimes found at an 
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elevation of 6000 ft's. and under. 

They were found in troops even in lower areas of Sind, 
Lidder and Dandwar forests, but for last several areas they 
are rarely observed moving in such lower areas, the people 
living in the forest ranges of these areas said. One Muhammad 
Subhan of Noorabad, Kulgam remembering his child-hood 
days said "| have seen herds of monkey in my areas and they 
used to mock at us. They used to damaged the maize crops 
which we have been cultivated in the feets of Dandarwar hill- 
rocks, but since for last several years they are rarely found in 
that area.’ 

He holds deforestation responsible for the diminishing 
number of monkeys. He said monkeys preferred to dwell in 
thick forests. Jammu forest which abound in forest cover still 
harbour a large troops of monkeys but valley heights may not 
witness the antics and frolicking of monkeys if deforestation 
continues. 


Mountains without mammals! 

Kashmir has lost some of the most interesting varieties 
of mammals now. For the last few decades its common forest 
animals like black and brown bears, snow leopards and snow- 
lynx have been rarely observed moving in their habitates. Ibex 
and Markhor have almost disappeared even from the distant 
areas. Earlier, these were found moving in small herds in upper 
reaches of Lidder, Sind and Lolab. These mammals attracted 
considerable number of foreign visitors..to these hills. Now 
due to continued deforestations these: mammals have never 
been seen in these areas, claim the people living adjacent to 
these meadows. Expert view deforestation and heavy human 
movement in these years as the prime reason for loss of the 
Ibex and Markhor.: rege ait 4." 

Markhor is an enormous goat. It is also called snake 
eater as it eats snakes. It used to be found in the heights of 
Pir Panchal, the Qazinag and Shamsibri mountains. Ibex, 
the Ladakhi goat is famous for Keile Famb (Nails-like Yarn) 
and gives high variety of Pashmina used in the production of 
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Pashmina shawls. 

Ibex was once commonly found in Lidder, Sind and 
Lolab valleys. They are now seen in far reaches of Zojilla, 
Wadwan, Ladakh and Baltistan areas. 

However their lost evidences in shapes of stuffs are 
preserved in natural history gallery of the state museums at Lal 
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elevation of 6000 ft's. and under. 
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Ibex and Markhor.: UE abe 

Markhor is an enormous goat. It is also called snake 
eater as it eats snakes. It used to be found in the heights of 
Pir Panchal, the Qazinag and Shamsibri mountains. Ibex, 
the Ladakhi goat is famous for Keile Famb (Nails-like Yarn) 
and gives high variety of Pashmina used in the production of 
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